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Twitter adopts poison pill to thwart Musk takeover
Christopher Hutton (Breaking News Reporter) - Washington Examiner

Musk's offer to buy all of the company's shares and take the company private.

The social media platform's board of directors approved a limited-duration
shareholder rights plan, which will enable shareholders to "realize the full value of
their investment in Twitter” and "reduce the likelihood that any entity, person, or
group gains control of Twitter through open market accumulation,” according to

a press release Friday.

Under this new structure, if any person or entity acquires at least 15% of Twitter's
stock without board approval, all other shareholders will be allowed to purchase
additional shares at a discount.

This plan is scheduled to expire on April 14, 2023.

Although the board has not directly commented on whether it will accept Musk's offer,
it reportedly views Musk's takeover offer as "unwelcome,” according to

the Information. That viewpoint seems to be confirmed by the board's decision to
adopt the limited-duration shareholder rights plan. The press release does not
mention Musk by name.

Musk's $41 billion offer was based on a larger view of Twitter's role in democracy,
the billionaire claimed during a TED interview on Thursday. "I think the risk of
civilization risk is decreased the more we can increase the trust of Twitter,” Musk
told TED curator Chris Anderson.

He also emphasized that the purchase was not driven by economic desire and claimed
to have a "Plan B” if Twitter rejected his offer but did not elaborate on that point.

The proposal has shaken up the social media market and financial setting.
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Fellow billionaire and entrepreneur Mark Cuban argued Musk's offer may have
"opened the door” for other tech companies to "walk in for relatively 'little’ money
and grab huge influence at Twitter.”

Others, such as Saudi Arabian Prince Al Waleed bin Talal al Saud, have
been resistant to allowing Musk to purchase their shares in the company.

Twitter's employees have also been concerned about what Musk's acquisition could
entail for the company and its years of labor. Twitter CEO Parag Agrawal reportedly
told employees during an emergency Thursday meeting that the Big Tech company
was not being held "hostage” by Musk's offer and that the board was conducting a
"rigorous review” of Musk's proposal.

Vulnerable Democrats are panicking after a top Biden advisor made this shocking
Statement
Underground News

Joe Biden'’s failing regime is threatening to set Democrats back a generation.
Now, he may have made his most costly move yet for them. And vulnerable Democrats
are panicking after a top advisor made this shocking statement.

Even Joe Biden’s pollister for the 2020 election is telling Democrats it’s time to move
on. Americans are sick and tired of the restrictions pushed by the Left.

Democrats are desperate to keep the pandemic out of the news.
With the midterm elections coming up, vulnerable Democrats know bringing back
Fauci’s heavy-handed lock-downs and mask mandates is a major political loser.

Deep blue states have rolled back most of their hysterical pandemic restrictions.
Biden has kept Fauci hidden away from the spotlight to keep the pandemic out of
sight and out of mind. But the COVID cult just can’t let go.

The corporate-controlled media is starting their fear mongering over yet another new
variant. And it appears that the Biden regime isn’t ready to give up the pandemic
hysteria.

Appearing on CNN, White House COVID-19 Response Coordinator Dr. Ashish Jha
made a jaw-dropping statement. Jha was asked about extending the federal mask
mandate on airplanes.

He replied, “I meant it when [ said earlier, I think everything is still on the table.”
Saying “everything is still on the table” means that more pandemic restrictions could
come back. Biden is set to extend the federal mask mandate on planes.

This comes while the regime is letting the Title 42 public health order on the border
expire.

Title 42 was a measure instituted by President Trump to swiftly deport illegals to
protect the country from the virus. Biden’s blatant politicization of the pandemic
continues with these orders.
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According to Biden’s cronies, the pandemic isn’t an issue anymore for illegal aliens
but American citizens have to suffer under further restrictions.

While Americans are ready to move on with their lives, the Left is ready to start
another round of lock-downs.

Philadelphia became the first major city to bring back an indoor mask mandate.
Other blue cities and states are considering the same.

Biden has thrown his lot in with the Fauci cult and could be pressured to follow suit.
Re-instituting pandemic lock-downs and mask mandates would most certainly spell
political doom for vulnerable Democrats in the upcoming midterms.

The vast majority of Americans are done with the pandemic.

Bringing back restrictions on top of all the other problems Biden has inflicted on the
country would be a political disaster. Less than one out of ten Americans view the
pandemic as a crisis according to a poll from Axios.

Only a small fringe is clinging to the pandemic hysteria.

But Biden could be so committed to catering to the Fauci cult that he doesn’t care
about the fate of vulnerable Democrats. The pandemic is the last thing Democrats
want to deal with on top of every other problem in their races.

With Biden hell-bent on keeping the pandemic going, vulnerable Democrats could pay
the political price for his hysteria.

Elon Musk is no longer Twitter's largest shareholder and says he's 'not sure’' his
takeover bid will be successful
Alia Shoaib - Business Insider

Elon Musk says he is a free-speech absolutist. Jae C. Hong/AP

Elon Musk, who has a 9.2% stake in Twitter, is no longer its largest shareholder.
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Vanguard Group said its funds now own a 10.3% stake, according to a recent SEC
filing.

Musk said on Thursday he's "not sure” if his 843 billion takeover bid for Twitter will
be successful. Elon Musk has lost his position as Twitter's largest shareholder as he
attempts to buy the company in a $43 billion deal.

The Tesla and SpaceX boss said in early April he had become Twitter's largest
shareholder, having built a 9.2% stake in the micro-blogging platform.

But he has now lost the top spot: An asset manager at Vanguard Group said in a
filing submitted recently to the Securities and Exchange Commission that, as of April
8, its funds now own a 10.3% stake in the company, which is worth $3.6 billion as of
Friday's close.

The filing shows Vanguard increased its stake in Twitter over the course of the first
quarter.

On Thursday, the world's richest man unveiled a 343 billion bid for the entire
company, in a take-it-or-leave-it offer.

Musk is still the largest individual shareholder, with Twitter co-founder Jack Dorsey
the second largest. Musk said on Thursday, hours after making the offer, that he's
"not sure” whether his takeover bid will be successful.

"I am not sure that I will actually be able to acquire it," Musk said while speaking at
the TED 2022 conference in Vancouver on Thursday. Musk said that he had a "plan
B" if his bid was unsuccessful, but did not elaborate on what that would be.

Speaking to TED chief, Chris Anderson, Musk explained that he made the offer
because he believes it's important to have an "inclusive arena for free speech.”
"This is not a way to make money,”” Musk said.

"My strong intuitive sense is that having a public platform that is maximally trusted
and broadly inclusive is extremely important to the future of civilization.”

In a letter to Twitter's chairman on Wednesday, Musk said his $54.20-per-share offer
was his "best and final” offer. He said if the offer isn't accepted, he may dump his
massive stake in the company and walk away entirely.

Twitter confirmed Thursday that it had received "an unsolicited, non-binding
proposal from Elon Musk” and said it would "carefully review the proposal to
determine the course of action that it believes is in the best interest of the company
and all Twitter stockholders.”

Musk tweeted on Thursday that it would be "utterly indefensible" for Twitter to not
put his offer to a shareholder vote.
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Fox News blew the whistle on Joe Biden’s secret plan to smuggle illegal aliens into
America

Joe Biden’s border crisis is about to get way worse.

Now, the American people know the truth. And Fox News blew the whistle on Joe
Biden’s secret plan to smuggle illegal aliens into America.

Florida Congressman Michael Waltz appeared on Fox & Friends and explained the
size and scope of the illegal alien invasion Joe Biden is allowing to occur.

Waltz explained that Russia’s invasion of Ukraine caused a flood of 4,000,000
refugees.

The former Green Beret told Fox News Joe Biden is on pace to allow over 2,000,000
illegal aliens to cross the border this year.

Waltz told Fox News that Biden’s only choice is to smuggle illegal aliens into
American cities with secret flights in the middle of the night.

“Let’s just put these numbers in perspective, Carley. We are approaching 4 million
refugees flowing out of Ukraine. Well, in the United States, we re on track to have 2
million per year flow into the United States.



So, the administration doesn’t have any choice but to try to disperse them in secret all
over the country, and that’s why so many of us in Congress are pounding the table
saying this isn’t a border problem, this is a national crisis,” Waltz began.

The Biden administration already got caught red-handed trafficking illegal aliens into
Florida and New York with dead of night flights.

Waltz warned Americans that Biden would ramp up the program to run clandestine
operations to resettle illegal aliens in American towns.

The Florida Congressman added that dumping millions of illegal aliens into
American communities would place an unbelievable financial strain on the
taxpayers.

Waltz stated that the Biden administration facilitated mass migration of illegal aliens
into America and that if Republicans took over the House they planned to stop
Biden’s open borders agenda.

“And what does this mean for our social services? What does this mean for our
communities having to absorb this many people? This is just absolutely completely
unacceptable that the Biden administration is not only allowing this to happen, [but]
is facilitating it to happen, and I will tell you what, when we take over the House in,
God help us, nine months, this is going to stop,” Waltz added.

Joe Biden wants as many illegal aliens in America as possible. That way if the
Democrats ever pass an amnesty bill they will create the largest pool of new
Democrat Party voters possible.

But to achieve that goal, Biden is ignoring his duty to protect and defend America by
effectively dissolving the southern border.



What Will Happen if Russia Defaults on Its Debt?
Alan Rappeport - New York Times
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WASHINGTON — Russia is ambling toward a major default on its foreign debt, a
grim milestone that it has not seen since the Bolshevik Revolution more than a century
ago and one that raises the prospect of years of legal wrangling and a global hunt by
bondholders for Russian assets.

The looming default is the result of sanctions that have immobilized about half of
Russia’s 3640 billion of foreign currency reserves, straining the country’s ability to
make bond repayments in the currency the debt was issued in — dollars.

Girding for a default, Russia has already pre-emptively dismissed it as an “artificial”
result of sanctions imposed by the United States and its allies, and it has threatened to
contest such an outcome in court.

The coming fight, which would probably pit Russia against big investors from around
the world, raises murky questions over who gets to decide if a nation has actually

defaulted in the rare case where sanctions have curbed a country’s ability to pay its
debts.

Russia does not appear likely to take the declaration of a default lightly. If that should
occur, it would raise Russia’s cost of borrowing for years to come and effectively lock
it out of international capital markets, weighing on an economy that is already
expected to contract sharply this year.

1t would also be a stain on the economic stewardship of President Viadimir V. Putin
that would underscore the costs Russia is incurring from its invasion of Ukraine.
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The New York Times The Russian central bank’s offices in Moscow.

A default would raise Russia’s cost of borrowing and effectively lock it out of
international capital markets.

At stake for Russia, which has already suffered the abrupt rupture of decades of
crucial business ties with the United States, Europe and other nations, is one of the
underpinnings of economic growth: the ability to smoothly borrow money from
outside its borders.

Since Russia’s predicament is so unusual, it remains something of an open question
who is the ultimate arbiter of a sovereign debt default.

“This points to the squishiness and patchwork nature of sovereign debt markets,’
said Tim Samples, a legal studies professor at the University of Georgia’s Terry
College of Business and an expert on sovereign debt.

“[ think this is set to be convoluted and disputed for a variety of reasons.”

)

Mpr. Samples suggested that there could be a “cascade’ of events that brings Russia
to a default. The most direct verdict could come from the big credit ratings agencies,
which have already signaled that Russia’s credit worthiness is eroding and that a
default could be on the horizon.

This past week, Moody’s warned that Russia’s payment of about $650 million of
dollar-denominated debt in rubles on April 4 could be considered a default if it does
not reverse course and pay in dollars by May 4, when a 30-day grace period
concludes. That followed a similar warning earlier in the week by S&P Global, which
placed Russia under a “selective default” rating.

But it is not clear how the ratings agencies will weigh in if Russia fails to make
payments after its grace periods run out because of European Union sanctions that
have restricted the agencies from rating Russia.

Spokesmen from Moody’s and S&P did not comment. A Fitch spokesman said he
could not offer any comments on Russia’s creditworthiness in light of the sanctions.
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The Biden administration put additional pressure on Russia earlier this month when
the Treasury Department started blocking Russia from making debt payments using
dollars held in American banks.

That new restriction was intended to force Russia to choose between draining the
remaining dollar reserves it has in Russia or using new revenue (from natural gas
payments, for example) to make bond payments and avoid defaulting on its debt.

Russia can still make payments on Russian sovereign debt as long as it is not trying to
use funds from Russian government accounts that are held in American financial
institutions.

After the grace period on the foreign currency bond payments expires on May 4, the
next key moment will be May 25. That is when American bondholders will no longer
be able to accept Russian debt payments under a temporary exemption that the
Treasury Department has allowed.

While the verdict of the ratings agencies carries significant weight, bondholders will
determine the consequences of Russia failing to make payments that were due or that
violate the terms of its contracts.

The bondholders could take a wait-and-see approach or declare that the bonds are
immediately due and payable, which could cause other bonds with “cross default”
provisions to also be in default.

Another potential arbiter of default is the Credit Derivatives Determination
Committee, which is a panel of investors in the market for default insurance, or
credit-default swaps.

The committee is deliberating whether Russia’s payments in rubles constitute a
“failure to pay,” which would kick-start insurance payouts. The panel already ruled
that the state-owned Russian Railways JSC was in default for missing a bond interest
payment.

To some analysts, that decision and the payments in rubles mean that Russia already
is technically in default.

“If Russia doesn't pay on time, doesn't pay in the currency in the contract, that’s a
default — it’s crystal clear,” said Timothy Ash, a senior sovereign strategist at
BlueBay Asset Management. “For all intents and purposes, Russia is already in
default.”

Defaults have been tied up in courts before. Argentina notably defaulted in 2014 after
negotiations with hedge funds that refused to accept reduced payments broke down
and a federal judge in the United States ruled that it could not make its regular
payments on bonds without also paying the hedge fund holdouts. The U.S. Supreme
Court declined to hear Argentina’s appeal in the case.

Russia’s case is unique because of the sanctions, and it is expected to argue that its
ability to make payments in the currencies in its bond contracts has been constrained
because it cannot access all of its reserves.
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Mpr. Ash suggested that it would be difficult for Russia to find a court that is
sympathetic with Russia’s position.

“A U.S. court is never going to rule against O.F.A.C.,” Mr. Ash said, referring to U.S.
Treasury Department’s Olffice of Foreign Assets Control, which administers the
sanctions.

But Mr. Samples suggested that, given Russia’s global pariah status, creditors could
struggle to pursue Russian assets even if they win a favorable judgment in court.

He predicted that Russia would look for creative ways to avoid acknowledging a
default, such as pointing to arcane language in bond contracts that could be
interpreted to allow for payments in other currencies or by seeking a friendly court
Jjurisdiction, perhaps in Russia.

“I do expect them to stick to their own alternative facts,” Mr. Samples said.
Despite the symbolism of a default, the economic implications for Russia and the
world could be relatively small.

Economists estimate that Russia’s total foreign public debt amounts to about 375
billion, while Russia’s annual energy sales are worth about 38200 billion. Investors
have been anticipating a default since late February, and policymakers have
suggested that a default does not pose a threat to the stability of the financial system.

Ultimately, the market will determine whether Russia is worthy of credit, and its
actions in Ukraine and future sanctions will determine the fate of its economy.

“It feels like garnish and a dressing on top of a very ugly and profound set of
circumstances,” said Anna Gelpern, a Georgetown Law professor who specializes in
sovereign debt.

“They 're drinking from a fire hose as far as the energy revenues, so why do they need
to borrow?”

Taliban warns Pakistan after rocket attacks kill 5 Afghan children
AFP



The Taliban authorities warned Pakistan on Saturday after five children and a
woman were killed in Afghanistan in alleged rocket attacks by the Pakistani military
in a predawn assault along the border.

Border tensions between Pakistan and Afghanistan have risen since the Taliban
seized power last year, with Islamabad claiming militant groups were carrying out
attacks from Afghan soil.

The Taliban deny harboring Pakistani militants, but are also infuriated by a fence
Islamabad is erecting along their 2,700-kilometre (1,600-mile) border known as the
Durand line, which was drawn up in colonial times.

"Five children and a woman were killed and a man wounded in Pakistani rocket
attacks in Shelton district of Kunar," provincial director of information Najibullah
Hassan Abdaal told AFP referring to the eastern province of Kunar bordering
Pakistan.

Ehsanullah, a resident of Shelton district who goes by one name as many Afghans do,
said the assault was carried out by Pakistani military aircraft. A similar predawn
assault was carried out in Afghanistan's Khost province near the border, another
Afghan government official said.

"Pakistani helicopters bombarded four villages near the Durand line in Khost
province," he said on condition of anonymity.

"Only civilian houses were targeted and there were casualties," he added, but did not
offer more details.

Afghanistan's Taliban government warned Islamabad after the attacks.

"The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan condemns in the strongest possible terms the
bombardment and attack that has taken place from the Pakistan side on the soil of
Afghanistan,” government spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid told reporters in an audio
message.

"This is a cruelty and it is paving the way for enmity between Afghanistan and
Pakistan ... We are using all options to prevent repetitions (of such attacks) and
calling for our sovereignty to be respected. The Pakistani side should know that if a
war starts it will not be in the interest of any side. It will cause instability in the
region."

- 'Military violations' -

Pakistani military officials were not immediately available for comment.

Afghan Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi protested to Pakistan's ambassador in
Kabul against what he said were "military violations” committed by Pakistan.

The United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) said it was "deeply
concerned” by civilian deaths caused by air strikes, and the mission was verifying the
extent of losses.

TOLO News, Afghanistan's leading private TV channel, showed footage of houses
destroyed in the assault in Khost.



"All the targeted people were innocent civilians who had nothing to do with the
Taliban or the government,"” Rasool Jan, a resident of Khost, told the channel.
"We don't know who is our enemy and why we were targeted.”

Hundreds of civilians of Khost poured into the streets chanting anti-Pakistan slogans
later on Saturday, photographs obtained by AFP showed. Border areas between the
two countries have long been a stronghold for militant groups such as the
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), which operates across the porous frontier with
Afghanistan.

The Afghan Taliban and the TTP are separate groups in both countries, but share a
common ideology and draw from people who live on either side of the border.
Thousands of people usually cross the border daily, including traders, Afghans
seeking medical treatment in Pakistan, and people visiting relatives.

Since the Taliban returned to power in Afghanistan, the TTP has become emboldened
and launched regular attacks against Pakistani forces.

In February, six Pakistan soldiers were killed in firing by the TTP from Afghanistan.
Last month the TTP announced it would launch an offensive against Pakistani
security forces from the first day of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan.

The TTP are pressuring the Pakistani authorities to allow militants to return to their
hometowns with impunity after foreign fighters were told by the Afghan Taliban to
leave Afghanistan.

Biden admin takes premature victory lap on Russian invasion intelligence
Jerry Dunleavy - Washington Examiner

The Biden administration is taking a victory lap over the U.S. intelligence
community’s performance during Russia’s invasion of Ukraine despite the war still
raging and U.S. spy agencies overestimating the might of the Kremlin military

and underestimating Ukrainian resistance.

J. Scott Applewhite/AP General Mark Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
prepares to go before the Senate Armed Services Committee to discuss the military's
budget for fiscal year 2023, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, April 7, 2022.
(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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The latest example occurred during a Wednesday interview of Brett Holmgren,
assistant secretary of state for intelligence and research, on the Intelligence
Matters podcast of former acting CIA Director Michael Morell.

Holmgren said U.S. spy agency actions related to the Russia-Ukraine war would be
seen as among the best in U.S. history. Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen.
Mark Milley made similar claims last week.

Holmgren said Wednesday: "[A] point I want to make is really to compliment the intel
community on the work that they did in the run-up to the invasion, providing the
strategic indications and warning of Russia’s plans and intentions, which was
absolutely vital — and I'’ve seen it on the diplomatic side in allowing the United
States to mobilize with our partners and allies a unified response immediately after
the invasion.”

The State Department official continued: “And so I really think, Michael, that history
will reflect that the work the intel community did will be right up there along with,
you know, uncovering ballistic missiles in Cuba in 1962 and finding [Osama] bin
Laden in 201 1. I think this will be one of the third great achievements for the intel
community.”

The intelligence community has long considered the discovery of Soviet missiles in
Cuba among its great successes, but some researchers argue the Cuban missile crisis
should be looked at as something of an intelligence failure, too.

The ClA-planned U.S. special forces raid against bin Laden was carried out by SEAL
Team Six and killed the 9/11 mastermind in Pakistan after a 10-year search.

The invasion of Ukraine came after weeks of warnings by the Biden intelligence
community that Russian President Viadimir Putin was likely to invade.

Morell gently pushed back on Holmgren's claim that the intelligence operation was a
resounding success, saying: “My sense was that the IC was saying that, you know,
what I thought — that the Russians were gonna be able to get to Kyiv pretty quickly.”

Holmgren conceded that the intelligence community wants to learn from previous
experiences and explained how it misjudged Russia and Ukraine.

“[ think if you just look at the sheer numbers on paper of Russia’s, you know,
personnel, military forces, their capabilities compared to the Ukrainians — there’s no
distinction there. [ mean, it’s an incredible gap between two,” Holmgren.

“And I think, you know, I think a lot of our, you know, our analysts — I talk to a lot of
our analysts about this regularly — the lens they had looking at Russia’s military was
through a more traditional conventional lens, but what we've seen with the
Ukrainians, due to the courage and incredible willpower to resist this invasion, is
frankly a bit of a surprise, not only for the intel community but I think for a lot of
folks.”

He added: “So I think there’s an opportunity for us to kind of take a look back at what
happened.”
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Morell said that “the will to fight is so much more important than the ability to fight,”
and Holmgren agreed.

Milley made a similar argument in front of the House Armed Services Committee,
saying: "This war has arguably been the most successful intelligence operation in
military history, and it’s really tremendous. And someday, that story will be told.”

However, Gen. Tod Wolters, commander of U.S. European Command, said the U.S.
had screwed up some of its assessments in Ukraine.

Wolters pointed to “the will and determination of the Ukrainian citizens” but added
that “you just take a look at the capability of the Russian military, and there’s
certainly challenges.”

Republican Rep. Scott DesJarlais asked how concerned the general is “about what
appears to be intel failures.”

“The world of a 21st century intel officer is very difficult,” Wolters said.

“I think what we owe each other is once we get the facts about how this unfolded and
what was said and what was accomplished, we need to go back and look at our soft
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areas.

The general added: “This one has been baffling as a result of Russia’s challenges and
the spirit of the Ukrainian citizens, and their contributions were probably areas that
we need to examine one more time.”

Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines told the Senate Intelligence Committee
in March: “We did not do as well in terms of predicting the military challenges that
[Putin] has encountered with his own military.”

Lt. Gen. Scott Berrier, the director of the Defense Intelligence Agency, went

Sfurther, admitting that he had botched the assessment of Ukraine’s will to fight: “My
view was that, based on a variety of factors, that the Ukrainians were not as ready as
1 thought they should be. Therefore, I questioned their will to fight. That was a bad
assessment on my part because they have fought bravely and honorably and are doing
the right thing.”

Of Putin, Berrier said: “We made some assumptions about his assumptions, which
proved to be very very flawed.”

Wolters also said one of Putin’s reasons for invading now was he thought he might be
able to exploit divisions in NATO following the Taliban’s rapid takeover of
Afghanistan.

Milley said this month that "it certainly is possible” that the fall of Afghanistan
helped lead Putin to decide to invade.

Milley reportedly told Congress behind closed doors in early February that Kyiv
could be conquered by Russia within 72 hours of invading. In comparison, both
Milley and President Joe Biden appeared to overestimate the strength of the Afghan
army.
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Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said in a Thursday video address that his
country should have pride after withstanding 50 days of Russian attacks even though
he said the Kremlin “gave us a maximum of five.”

U.S. intelligence officials believed the Russian military would be able to take over
Kyiv in two days, according to the New York Times.

“If we had known in advance how strong the Ukrainians would be and how weak the
Russians would be, we might have been able to preposition more equipment and had
aid to the Ukrainians flow in faster,” independent Sen. Angus King, another Senate
Intelligence Committee member, told the outlet in March.

Russians flee Putin regime to join Ukraine refugees in Israel
AFP

JACK GUEZ

The moment Russian tanks rolled into Ukraine, Russian filmmakers Anna
Shishova-Bogolyubova and Dmitry Bogolyubov knew they had to leave Moscow.

"We were the next on the list,” the couple told AFP in their borrowed flat in Rehovot,
a quiet Israeli city 20 kilometers (12 miles) south of Tel Aviv.

Once you're on the list of alleged "foreign agents”, you face a life of "self-censorship
or, sooner or later, prison”, said Bogolyubov, who directed the German-financed

2019 documentary "Town of Glory”.
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MENAHEM KAHANA Moscow-born linguist Olga Romanova says she applied for an
Israeli passport after Russia's annexation of Crimea in 2014.

The film portrays President Vladimir Putin's use of references related to the fight
against Nazi Germany to establish his authority in Russian villages.

As its international isolation has deepened, Moscow has come to view all movies
made with foreign financing with suspicion, including documentaries, and the couple
said theirs was no exception.

"Over the past few years, we felt threatened. In the past few months in particular,
people were spying on us and taking photographs on our film sets,”
Shishova-Bogolyubova said.

The couple decided to continue working in Russia but, taking advantage of their
Jewish ancestry, they obtained Israeli citizenship just in case.

Israel's Law of Return gives the right of citizenship to anyone with at least one Jewish
grandparent, a criterion that tens of thousands in both Russia and Ukraine meet.

- Opposition to war -

Since Russian troops invaded on February 24, nearly 24,000 Ukrainians have fled to
Israel, some but not all taking advantage of the law, according to immigration
ministry figures.

They have been joined by around 10,000 Russians, an Israeli immigration official told
AFP.

"Most of those are young graduates, from the urban middle class," the official said,
asking not to be identified.

Like the Bogolyubovs, Moscow-born linguist Olga Romanova had prepared for the
day when she no longer felt safe in Russia. She applied for an Israeli passport after
Putin's annexation of the Crimean Peninsula in 2014.

"I always thought that one day I would join my children in Israel, but it was then that
I realized that things were going wrong in Russia,” the 69-year told AFP in her son's
house outside Jerusalem surrounded by photographs of her grandchildren.



When the invasion started on the morning of February 24, "it was proof that I needed
to leave as quickly as possible.

"The war in Ukraine is incompatible with my way of thinking and my moral values. It
makes me sick,” she said, fighting back the tears.

- New home or stopover? -

The wave of immigration from Ukraine and Russia over the past seven weeks is the
largest Israel has seen since the early 1990s when the collapse of the Soviet Union
prompted hundreds of thousands to seek a new life on the shores of the
Mediterranean.

"Here, we feel safe and we can sleep peacefully once more,” said
Shishova-Bogolyubova.

"My four-year-old daughter, who is diabetic, is completely taken care of-

"But we don't know if we will stay -- that depends on our work. Right now, we just
want to live for the moment and recover from our emotions. Afterwards, we will see.”
Sergey, a violinist who asked to be referred to by a pseudonym for fear of retribution,
left Moscow for Israel with his pianist wife and three young children but expects to
move on.

"I don't know if we'll stay here. We'll probably go somewhere else,” he said.

Even for those who qualify for citizenship, Israel can be a terra incognita for new
arrivals and nostalgia for Russia is never far below the surface.

Romanova, the linguist, found space in her 20 kilograms (44 pounds) of luggage for
Jjust two books, one an academic work, the other a novel by famed Russian novelist
Mikhail Bulgakov which always accompanies her on her travels.

"I lost my country. It was stolen from me. It was taken by Putin and those KGB thugs,’
she said wistfully.
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Russian TV Pundit Urges End to Ukraine War, Says It's Time for Diplomacy
Anders Anglesey - Newsweek

Getty



A Russian TV pundit has called on the Kremlin to end the war in Ukraine and instead
pursue diplomacy with Kyiv as Vladimir Putin looks to consolidate his position.

In an edition of The Evening with Viadimir Solovyov on TV channel Russia-1, the TV
pundit made the call to end the war after Russia suffered a humiliating loss.

His comments came after Russia's Black Sea flagship the Moskva sank with Ukraine
claiming one of its missiles struck the vessel. Russia, however, said ammunition on
board exploded and caused it to sink.

The pundit said Russia should not get involved in a conflict that could be "another
Afghanistan,” referring to the disastrous war between the Soviet Union and
Mujahideen fighters that ended in the late 1980s.

rhetorical posturing on the part of the Kremlin about moving to

He later added: "Do we need to get into another Afghanistan, but even worse? There
are more people and they're more advanced in their handling of weapons.

"We don't need that. Enough already. The army has already completed its task. Let
diplomats or some other structures solve these problems. The army can't be the
decision-making organ for all these things.”

The name of the TV pundit and the date the program aired has not yet been confirmed
by Newsweek. Host Solovyov is considered to be a Putin loyalist and has supported
Russia's military campaigns and has made unsubstantiated claims about Russia's
alleged war crimes in Ukraine.

Earlier this month, Belarussian news outlet NEXTA shared on Twitter that Solvoyov
said the alleged Russian war crime was in fact caused by Britain. In the
unsubstantiated claim, Solovyov said: "The massacre of Bucha is the work of British
specialists because the 'Bucha’ and 'butcher’ sound similar.”
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Newsweek has contacted the Kremlin for comment.

Russian President Putin launched the invasion of Ukraine in late February, under the
expectation his military forces would be able to control much of the country within
days.

His invasion sparked a determined Ukrainian resistance, condemnation from the
White House and its allies as well as a barrage of sanctions targeting Russia's elite.

NATO countries have also transferred weapons and billions of dollars to Ukraine as
well as having entered into discussions with the Nordic countries of Sweden and
Finland about potential membership.

Putin's gamble appears to have largely failed with its initial objectives with Russian
forces having failed to capture Kyiv.

This failure has pushed Russia to consolidate its gains in eastern Ukraine, which has
been controlled by Kremlin-backed separatists since 2014.

The U.S. must take a strong stance against Russia — harsh sanctions will only
raise risks to the world
Robert Brusca - MarketWatch

I am seeing opinion pieces on how heavy sanctions against Russia represent the first
economic war in history. It isn’t. It may be another “world war” that is beginning
with the imposition of economic sanctions. It is simply too soon to tell. Sanctions have
not had a chance to bite. History tells us they do not always get a chance to do that.

AP The U.S. must take a strong stance against Russia — harsh sanctions will only
raise risks to the world

U.S., Allies Expected to Announce New Russia Sanctions
We must remember that Japan was drawn into World War Il when it was denied oil
by the United States. Japan had imported more than 80% of its oil from the U.S. The
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U.S. then imposed an oil embargo on Japan while that country was at war with China.
Japan lost access to oil. That set the clock ticking, and we know how that ended.

Now the idea is to embargo Russia’s sale of oil to the world. And the idea is to shut

off Russia from not just raw materials but access to everything, including financial
services.

The mirage of victory

Does anyone really think that a personality like Viadimir Putin will put up with that
and crawl into a corner and hide while his economy shrivels up around him? That’s
not going to happen.

And so, if not that, then what? We, the West, need to stop reveling in the expectation
of our eventual “win” because “we” will never see it. Sanctions are not a winning
strategy — we have already done that and failed.

We are warned by military strategists that Putin will not accept defeat, that Putin will
need to gain “something” from this war, that he cannot simply go home defeated.

That would lead to the end of his rule. And we know that is unacceptable to him.

We have been warned by military experts that if the war does not go well, Putin will
use chemical weapons and perhaps even conjure an excuse to use tactical nuclear
weapons.

Putin is a dangerous man. But the Biden administration that has gauged the reaction
of Putin wrongly in the past using sanctions may be gauging him wrongly again. Just
ask former U.S. Defense Secretary Robert Gates, who said that Biden has “been
wrong on nearly every major foreign policy and national security issue over the past
four decades.”

Risks of a confrontation

And one problem with imposing sanctions is that there is no battle front. There is no
way to know when their bite is drawing blood. And so there is no way to know how
the risks of a confrontation with Russia grow as sanctions remain in force.

But just as Biden and Secretary of State Antony Blinken incorrectly told us that the
threat of sanctions would keep Putin out of Ukraine, we are now being told that, as
long as we do not engage militarily or send too many weapons that are too modern or
too destructive, we will not be in his sights.

Not only does this increasingly seem naive on the face of it, but any scan of history
suggests that sanctions, especially of this magnitude, are the equivalent of bombing a
country’s factories and taking them out of action. In some ways they are the
equivalent of neutron bomb-destroying economic activity but leaving the capital stock
in place. Soon we will see how Putin reacts to that.

The U.S. has an obligation to Ukraine under the Budapest Memorandum, in which the
U.S. promised to help Ukraine secure its borders when it gave up its nuclear weapons.
In fact, the U.S. has not done that.
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What’s worse, Russia, a fellow signatory to the Budapest Memorandum, has been the
violator. Russia is invading over the allegation that Ukraine is Russia, and that ethnic
Russians living in Ukraine have been targeted; that there is genocide against them;
arguing, too, that Ukraine is not a real country.

All this culminated in a pamphlet (discussed here) that has been translated and gives
insight to why Ukrainian leaders are called “Nazis.” See the same point made in this
NPR news item. This stems from a unique Russian use of the term “Nazi” to refer to
ethic Ukrainians who think Ukraine is a separate country from Russia.

Really! It is no wonder that people in the West listening to Putin and his ravings are
confused. Once Russia gears up its propaganda machine, there is no stopping it. And
it is clever about finding some small fact on which it can hang a big lie or about
adopting terminology that makes its actions sound virtuous when they are anything
but.

What lies ahead?

I hope this episode with Russia’s lying shocks Americans back to the straight and
narrow. Lies and exaggerations only seem to score political points. In the long run
they destroy credibility and send people packing to one side of the fence or the other
defending the lies of the side they like.

But lies are lies, and the damage is done. It is very important to give your best
assessment of the facts and to not present distortions as though they are truth. Lies
and distortion undercut credibility and credibility is the only ground any nation
stands on. Russia lies — even its supporters know it.

But Americans need to tell themselves the truth, too. Sanctions did not stop the
invasion of Ukraine as Biden promised. Putin expected sanctions to be soft. But they
are not soft. Still, they will not stop his advance overnight, and ending the carnage
and killing now is important.

The West should do “whatever it can.” In the meantime, it had better not sit back and
rely on bad analysis to protect it. The sanctions eventually will be punishing for
Russia. I'd be surprised if Putin did not lash out when, or before, that happens.

Putin has already said that sanctions are “akin to a declaration of war,” but he went
on to say “but thank God it has not come to that.” Still, it may. Putin has a way of
saying something, planting a seed that gets ignored, then coming back to it — beware.

With this in mind, 1 think the “hot war” should be conducted more aggressively since
if the West backs off the hot-war confrontation when Putin eventually threatens
nuclear or more aggressive responses to sanctions, then what would the West do? The
West must stand strong from the start and not pin its hopes on sanctions, which have
let us down once already and will probably do so again.

Another Russian general killed amid invasion, Russian official says
Caroline Vakil - The Hill


https://warinua.ucu.edu.ua/news/russias-genocide-handbook/
https://www.npr.org/2022/03/01/1083677765/putin-denazify-ukraine-russia-history
https://www.npr.org/2022/03/01/1083677765/putin-denazify-ukraine-russia-history
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/putin-says-western-sanctions-are-akin-declaration-war-2022-03-05/

The Hill

The governor of St. Petersburg confirmed that another Russian general has been
killed amid the invasion of Ukraine, honoring him in a ceremony on Saturday,
Russian media reported.

The deputy commander of the 8th Army, Maj. Gen. Viadimir Petrovich Frolov, died
while fighting against Ukraine, Russian news outlets reported, citing St. Petersburg’s
administration’s press service.

“Today we say goodbye to a real hero. Viadimir Petrovich Frolov died a heroic death
in battle with Ukrainian nationalists,” Governor Alexander Beglov said, Russian
state news agency Tass reported, citing the press service.

“He sacrificed his life so that children, women and the elderly in the Donbas would
no longer hear bomb explosions. To stop waiting for death and leaving home , to say
goodbye as if it were the last time.”

General Aleksandr Dvornikov becomes Russia’s new ground commander in Ukraine
The governor called Frolov a “true patriot” and “brave,” adding he “fulfilled his
military and human duty,” according to St. Petersburg online newspaper Fontanka.

Several other Russian generals and top military personnel have reportedly been killed
midst Russia’s ongoing invasion against its neighbor, including deputy commander of
the 41st Combined Arms Army of the Central Military District Andrei

Sukhovetsky; Maj. Gen. Vitaly Gerasimov, Lt. Gen Yakov Rezantsev; and Col. Sergei
Sukharev, commander of the elite 33 1st Guards Airborne Regiment.

Russia, unsuccessful in its initial attempts to capture Kyiv, is now readying itself for a
renewed offensive in Ukraine’s eastern Donbas region.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky warned in an interview with Ukrainian
media that negotiations between Russia and Ukraine could sunset if Russia kills the
remaining Ukrainian forces in Mariupol.
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Conference of Presidents: '"We are deeply concerned’ over de-listing IRGC
OMRI NAHMIAS - The Jerusalem Post

photo credit: Iranian Leader Press Office/Handout/Anadolu Agency via Getty Images

WASHINGTON — The Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organizations issued a statement on Thursday, expressing “deep concern” about the
prospects of reviving the 2015 nuclear agreement with Iran.

“Iranian demands to remove its Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) from the
US Foreign Terrorist Organizations blacklist are outrageous,” wrote Dianne Lob,
William Daroff and Malcolm Hoenlein — the umbrella organization’s leadership.

Delisting the IRGC from the Terrorist Foreign Organization list remains the only
major stumbling block between the US and Iran in their mutual efforts to revive the
2015 nuclear agreement.

“Iran remains the world’s most significant supporter of terrorism directly and
through its regional and international proxies, including the IRGC — an armed,
political faction responsible for untold deaths, violations of human rights, support for
terror, and the targeting of American and Western interests across the globe,” they
wrote.

“From the torture of Iranian citizens who speak against the extremist regime to
targeting US forces including a recent missile strike targeting the US Consulate in
Erbil, Iraq, to being the mastermind of deadly attacks against Jewish targets in
Buenos Aires, Argentina, during the 1990s, there is no doubt that the IRGC should be
targeted for more sanctions, not given any tacit pass or relief by the West,” they said.
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The Jerusalem Post Military units of the IRGC Ground Force are seen as they
launched war games in the Gulf, December 22, 2018 (credit: HAMED
MALEKPOUR/TASNIM NEWS AGENCY VIA REUTERS)

While some contend that the list is purely symbolic, they said it is not: “The FTO list
expressly prohibits providing material support to listed terrorist organizations,” the
statement reads.

“Removing the IRGC restriction would give an explicit green light for bad actors to
help Iran achieve its violent goals. Giving a blank check of approval or exempting in
any way even part of an entity that promotes and engages in murder, subversion and
undermining governments, sends an unmistakable negative signal throughout the
Middle East.”

Maintaining the IRGC'’s place on the terrorist list “reaffirms America’s commitment
to our friends and our determination to our foes,” they said.

“We are also concerned about cash payments — reported to be as much as hundreds
of billions of dollars — that would flow directly to Iran with little ability to monitor
spending once received,” they continued.

“Given the American-led international isolation of Russia, we question its reported
role as the adjudicator of Western compliance with the deal, as well as the exemption
of Iran from Russia’s Ukraine-related sanctions.

“The international community must not invest in a regime that, along with its IRGC
and terrorist proxies, have the innocent blood of Americans, Israelis and many others
on their hands as they pursue their extremist, hegemonic and nuclear aspirations.”

Putin’s gambit: To kill a president
Harlan Ullman (Opinion Contributor) - The Hill



The Hill

Eighty years ago this Monday, in the early months of World War Il when Japan was
gobbling up much of Asia after sinking America’s battleship fleet at Pear! Harbor, 16
B-25 bombers under the command of Lt. Col. James H. Doolittle launched from the
aircraft carrier USS Hornet to strike Tokyo in a daring, one-way raid. Little physical
damage was done. But the psychological effect was massive. The invulnerability of
Japan promised by the senior military was shattered.

1t is a good thing that Russian President Vladimir Putin, like many Americans today,
is probably not well versed in this history. With the sinking of his Black Sea Fleet flag
ship, the Moskva, presumably by Ukraine’s Neptune cruise missiles (or

utter incompetence by the crew), Putin needs some “shock and awe” of his own to
recover from this equivalent of the Doolittle raid. What might that be?

Given the influx of presidents and prime ministers to Kyiv in support of the Zelensky
government and the magnificent Ukrainian resistance, the White House is considering
dispatching a senior representative.

No doubt President Biden is carefully evaluating whether he should make that
trip. Or would sending the vice president or secretaries of state or defense be
appropriate?

If Biden were to go, most Americans would likely support him. But serious blowback
would be inevitable. The president would be at personal risk. If he were to be targeted
or killed, what would be the response, if one existed?

Republicans would label such a trip as reckless in the extreme. Should disaster occur,
many will ask if the vice president is ready or capable of assuming the duties of chief
executive and commander in chief.

And if anyone other than the president were chosen, given all the other heads of state
and government who have made the trek to Kyiv, would that comparison be politically
damaging to Biden?
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From Putin’s perspective, how might the Kremlin exploit such a visit regardless of
who represented the U.S.? Even a Cabinet secretary would be a tempting target. As
Ukraine’s army has done its best in killing Russian generals, Putin would like to even
the score.

Biden accuses Putin of 'genocide’ as peace talk halt

In war, assassination of heads of state has been exceedingly rare. Winston Churchill
reportedly believed that after the U.S. entered World War Il and the battle had
reversed, killing Hitler was a bad idea.

The fuhrer was the Allies’ best weapon in that his so-called genius had turned
to gotterdammerung. Killing Hitler might have led to a successor who sought peace
and thus derail the aim of unconditional surrender.

The most successful example in World War Il of a directed assassination against a
major leader was the plan to intercept and shoot down the aircraft carrying Japan’s
senior admiral and the architect of Pearl Harbor, Isokuro Yamamoto, in 1943 over
the South Pacific. The plan worked perfectly as envisaged by the U.S. Pacific Fleet
commander, Admiral Chester Nimitz.

From Putin’s perspective, clearly Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky is a prime
target. If Zelensky were killed, who would replace him? And would a successor have
the same charisma to rally the nation and the West? And if President Biden were also
in Kyiv, would that not raise the ante?

Obviously, any visit by an American dignitary would be wrapped in the utmost
secrecy and security. But suppose that Russian intelligence assessed that there was a
probability of a Biden visit at a certain time and date. Given the huge losses Russian
forces have suffered and the Moskva debacle, how might former KGB Lt. Col. Putin

evaluate his options?

Unlike America’s SEAL Team Six that dispatched Osama bin Laden in 2011, Putin
does not have that option. Hence, the only certain, or near certain, means to ensure
elimination of the presidents could be through a nuclear attack obliterating Kyiv and
killing possibly hundreds of thousands of people.

In Putin’s mind, could such a barbarically stunning act so paralyze any U.S. and
NATO response and force a victory in Ukraine, however defined and regardless of
whether Biden were there?

Dangerous in the extreme, such a decision could provoke a thermonuclear war. One
of the more frightening aspects of this ghastly invasion is that this scenario is no
longer confined to fiction or Hollywood action films.

And a further nagging problem for President Biden is that if he does not go to Kyiv
and there was serious speculation he might, clearly his adversaries and critics would

challenge his courage.

Oh, for the days of Jimmy Doolittle!
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Ukrainian Refugees Arrive in Connecticut
Dominique Moody - NBC Connecticut

Ukrainian refugees are now making their way to the U.S. and to Connecticut. The
safe landing comes nearly two months since Ukraine was invaded by Russian military
forces.

Moody, James (206625290)

Semem Bobrovskii and his wife left their home, as it was their only option after
missiles began landing near their home.

Bobrovskii is Russian and his wife is Ukrainian and they made a life in her home
country. But once the Russian invasion started, they knew the time had come to leave.

"We heard sirens, we heard explosions,” said Bobrovskii. "I felt horrible inside, 1 felt
like I may lose my life because of people from my country.”

The couple fled from Kyiv on March 26 and during the last few weeks, they've had
several stops along the way. We're talking Tijuana, Minnesota to now Connecticut.
"It feels so good to be here and we both feel safe now," said Bobrovskii.

The couple escaped to the western part of Ukraine and spent $2,400 to fly into Mexico.
It was in Mexico where they were able to receive food, shelter and immigration
advice.

"It's just through Mexico, through the Tijuana/San Diego border checkpoint that the
U.S. Customs and Border Patrol had established a streamline procedure for
Ukrainians only,” said Dana Bucim, the attorney for the couple.

Bucim, along with Connecticut faith leaders and church sponsors, devised a plan to
get the couple to the Nutmeg State.

"The U.S. Customs and Border Patrol only process Ukrainians for humanitarian
parole not asylum which is a very important difference because the minute you invoke
asylum, as a Ukrainian at the border, you’re going to be placed in a special type of
track of procedure that is not as favorable as humanitarian parole,” said Bucim.



"They have an entire volunteer-led operation, vans are picking people up from the
airport, taking Ukrainians directly at the Hub, which is on the Mexican side in
Tijuana, that’s where they get shelter, they get food, they get legal advice, they get a
lot of other services," she continued.

Father Andrii from St. Mary's Ukrainian Orthodox Church in New Britain is one of
the people helping Ukrainian refugees. Now that the newlyweds are in the state,
they're looking forward to a new life after leaving what they consider a devastating

situation.
“This is a tragic for everyone, for the Ukrainian, for the Russian people who are

fleeing from the regime,” said Bobrovskii.
"Right now, it feels really safe, we 've got a lot of support from people.”

The couple's attorney tells NBC Connecticut that they'll will be staying with church
sponsors and she will be working with them to get them to file the right legal paper
work to work within the U.S.

As Russia sets sights on seaport Odesa, we should 'be done underestimating
Ukrainians': Gen. Keane
Charles Creitz - Fox News

FOX News

Keane: We should be done 'underestimating’ Ukrainian military skill, resolve
Ukraine's military has defied all expectations in its fight against the Russian invasion,
even as the Kremlin sets its sights on essentially land-locking the country, retired Gen.
Jack Keane told Fox News.

In an interview airing Sunday on "Life, Liberty & Levin”, Keane, a Fox News senior
strategic analyst and chairman of the Institute for the Study of War, told host Mark
Levin that in some ways Vladimir Putin's military is telegraphing similar tactics it
used when it first invaded Ukraine from the north as it tries to seal up its southern
maritime region.
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Many of the military vehicles closing in on the key port of Odesa and other regional
cities are wheeled and are not tracked vehicles like tanks. Therefore, Keane said, the
Russians are relegating themselves to a "Road-bound” circumstance, which may
leave them exposed or easily tactically predictable.

"I'm convinced [the Russians] haven't really done the training to do armored warfare,
which is high-end conventional warfare where you're out in formations and changing

based on what your enemy is doing, supported by artillery, supported by airpower,”
he added.

"And I think, despite the Russians gathering and consolidating their forces here, 1
think the Ukrainians are going to give them a hell of a tough fight -- And there's no
certainty that the Russians are going to be able to accomplish what they want here in
the south.”

FOX News Russian President Viadimir Putin. Reuters

Keane reiterated that Russia seeks to control Ukraine's coast, which would even
further put a crunch on key global exports like sunflower oil and various cereal
grains, affecting markets worldwide. That move, too, he noted, would be
"economically devastating” to Ukraine itself.

"That would turn Ukraine into a landlocked nation and cut off them from the sea,” he
said. However, Keane added, Ukraine will put up a worthy fight.

"I am done underestimating these Ukrainians. They have the skill. They have the will.
They've got the leaders, and they are determined -- and with the proper equipment in
their hands, they are going to do very well here,” he concluded.

Czech Republic warns: Latest US arms shipment too small to meet Ukrainian needs
Joel Gehrke - Washington Examiner
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RZESZOW, Poland — A recently announced shipment of American weapons to
Ukraine represents only a modest step in the right direction, according to Ukrainian
and Central European officials bracing for a brutal clash in eastern Ukraine.

Washington Examiner Czech Republic warns: Latest US arms shipment too small to
meet Ukrainian needs.

“They are getting the quality through these deliveries, but not the amount, yet, they
need so much more of what has been delivered.” Czech deputy defense minister
Tomas Kopecny told the Washington Examiner.

“I mean, the US shipment was just 18 howitzers... So, it's extremely useful, extremely
helpful. It can help a lot -- it will help a lot. It just needs [to be] much more.”

President Joe Biden authorized an 3800 million package of weaponry earlier this
week “tailored to meet urgent Ukrainian needs for today’s fight,” as a Defense
Department announcement put it.

The incoming array — including hundreds of armored vehicles, hundreds of
Switchblade “kamikaze” drones, 11 Mi-17 helicopters, and howitzers accompanied
by 40,000 rounds of artillery ammunition — should help Ukrainian forces contend
with invading Russian forces in the open terrain of eastern Ukraine.

“The silence before the storm is coming to an end,” Kopecny told the Washington
Examiner. “So, we need to act now, because the big battles are coming. And every
town and every village that the Russians seize will be just more Buchas, more
massacres, more atrocities.”

That assessment reflects the impatient unease with which many officials from
countries ruled by Moscow during the Cold War view the transatlantic debates about
how to support Ukrainian forces.

The first weeks of the war centered on a major Russian effort to seize key cities,
especially Kyiv, an attack that Ukrainian defenders repelled in part with the
assistance of anti-tank and anti-aircraft missiles provided by Western allies.

Those weapons will prove less useful in the next phase of war, as Russian troops try
to destroy the bulk of the Ukrainian military.

“We have no option to lose, at all. The matter is actually the number of casualties of
Ukrainian soldiers, and it would be a huge number,” a senior Ukrainian official told
the Washington Examiner.



“So right now the support we have from the West is very important because it can
reduce that price significantly and it can make this conflict shorter.”

Kopecny has overseen one the most aggressive efforts to arm Ukraine in the face of
the Russian invasion, a Czech initiative that capitalized on their stockpiles of
Russian-style weaponry.

Russian President Viadimir Putin’s government sent a diplomatic note Prague
protesting the transfer of Soviet-legacy equipment for use against Russian forces, but
Kopecny'’s boss, Czech Defense Minister Jana Cernocova, gave “the war criminal
Putin” a contemptuous response — although Czech officials are conscious of the risks
involved in the operation.

"In early March, the Russian ambassador announced to a Czech deputy foreign
minister that Russia was expecting terrorist attacks against convoys carrying Western
weapons in Ukraine,” Czech Foreign Minister Jan Lipavsky told reporters Saturday.
"We interpret this as a clear threat that Russia itself was and is preparing sabotage.
The Russian side has further announced that it will be unable to prevent this sabotage,
which we understand as another in a series of threats sent by Russia.”

Poland reportedly has joined Czechia in sending T-72 tanks to Ukraine. Slovakia
transferred an S-300 long-range air defense system, but German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz has hesitated to approve the sale of tanks and other heavy weapons, leading to
an open rift within his government.

“What’s clear: Ukraine needs more military material, especially heavy weapons,”
German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock said earlier this week, in an apparent
shot at the recalcitrant chancellor.

“Now is not the time for excuses, now is the time for creativity and pragmatism.”
Rheinmetall, a German arms manufacturer, has been prepared to deliver 50 Leopard

1 tanks to Ukraine, but the deal has been delayed in Berlin, to the dismay of
neighboring officials.

“Every decision that is delayed, about sending weapons to Ukraine, is just so wrong,”
Kopecny said.

“It's really historically important to make the right decision right now, for

Germany . . . to show the generosity and the care for Europe as a peaceful continent,
by sending what they can from their warehouses.”

Scholz unveiled a plan, just days after Russian forces began to bomb Kyiv, for
Germany to rearm -- a watershed break with decades of pacificist foreign policy, on

paper.

Yet some NATO allies and analysts question whether Berlin will implement that plan,
and, in any case, German warehouses are perceived as offering thin pickings in
comparison to the U.S. arsenal.

“We spend so much time asking Germany for that military aid...Politically it is
important, and diplomatically,” the senior Ukrainian official said.

“But, at the same time, nobody else but the U.S. has that military equipment we need
in enough quantity.”
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Kopecny expressed the “hope” that Western allies would hasten to scale up the
deliveries of heavy weapons as Ukrainian troops demonstrate they can put the new
deliveries to good use.

“My hope is that this is really like a test of some heavy weapons being delivered to
the Ukrainian forces, and when they show how capable and effective -- efficient --
they are with them, much more will be shipped in the coming days and weeks,” he
said.

And if those weapons are slow in coming, there will be more “dead Ukrainian guys,”
and more war crimes against Ukrainian civilians, the senior Ukrainian official
maintained.

“It's completely clear that Ukrainians are not going to surrender,” the official said.
“I'm pretty sure that we will liberate all the territory of Ukraine. And, just, maybe
very few of us will survive to the very end to celebrate the victory, but we will have
that victory anyhow.”

Russia warns of risk of unintended clashes with NATO in Arctic
The Jerusalem Post Staff
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Russia expressed concern about non-Arctic NATO member states being involved in
military activities in the Arctic, saying that it risks causing unintentional clashes with
NATO forces in the region, Russian Ambassador-at-Large for Arctic cooperation and
senior Arctic official to the Arctic Council Nikolay Korchunov told TASS Sunday.

The Arctic Council is an important intergovernmental forum where nations that hold
sovereign territory in the Arctic discuss regional issues.

The council has just eight members: Russia, the US, Canada, Iceland, Finland,
Norway, Denmark and Sweden, though other nations have observer status and some
indigenous communities have participation status.



Russia currently has chairmanship over the council, which caused the other seven
members to say they wouldn't attend meetings due to the invasion of Ukraine.

At issue here for Russia right now, however, is the growing presence of NATO in the
region.

The Jerusalem Post SWEDISH SOLDIERS take part in a military exercise called Cold
Response 2022 in Evenes, Norway this week, gathering some 30,000 troops from
NATO countries, plus Finland and Sweden, amid Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
(credit: YVES HERMAN/REUTERS)

Currently, five of the eight-member states (the US, Denmark, Iceland, Norway and
Canada) are members of NATO (though Iceland technically lacks an official army),
and NATO countries have held military exercises in the Arctic.

In March, NATO forces held their biannual "Cold Response" exercise in Norway,
though this was one of the largest NATO war games since the 1980s and took very
close to the Russian border.

This is compounded by interest in joining NATO expressed by both Sweden and
Finland, the only Arctic Council members aside from Russia that are not part of
NATO. Russia has vocally expressed opposition to the expansion of NATO,
particularly in Eastern Europe.

The entry of Sweden and Finland into NATO would have a negative impact on
security and trust in the Arctic, Korchunov told TASS.

"The expansion of NATO at the expense of traditionally non-bloc countries will not
contribute to security and mutual trust in the Arctic."

North Korea test-fires two new guided missile systems into Sea of Japan
Free Press Journal
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Free Press Journal

North Korea has test-fired a new type of tactical guided weapon designed to boost its
nuclear fighting capability, state media reported Sunday, days after it passed its
biggest state anniversary without an expected military parade, which it typically uses
to unveil provocative weapons systems.

The test, the 13th round of weapons launches by Pyongyang this year, came amid
concerns that North Korea may soon conduct a larger provocation like a nuclear test
in an effort to expand the country’s weapons arsenal and increase pressure on its
rivals amid stalled diplomacy.

The official Korean Central News Agency said leader Kim Jong Un and other top
officials observed the launch. It said the weapon tested has “‘great significance in
drastically improving the firepower of the front line long-range artillery units,
enhancing the efficiency in the operation of (North Korea'’s) tactical nukes of and
diversification of their firepower missions.”

KCNA didn’t elaborate, but the mention of the word “tactical nukes” suggested the
weapon is likely capable of carrying a battlefield nuclear warhead that could hit
strategic targets in South Korea, including U.S. military installations. The KCNA
dispatch didn’t say when and where the launch occurred.

Photos carried by the Rodong Sinmun newspaper showed a grinning Kim —
surrounded by uniformed officials — applauding as he watched what it said was the
test firing of the weapon.

South Korea’s military confirmed the weapons launch, saying early on Sunday that it
had detected two projectiles launched from the North’s east coast towards the Sea of
Japan late on Saturday.

The projectiles flew about 110 kilometers with an apogee of 25km and a maximum
speed of under Mach 4, it said.



Immediately after the launch, South Korea's military, intelligence agencies and
National Security Office held an emergency meeting to assess the situation and
discuss countermeasures, according to the Joint Chiefs of Staff statement.

South Korean President Moon Jae-in is receiving real-time reports from the National
Security Office, and has ordered the relevant government ministries to inspect North
Korea's movements, Moon's spokeswoman Park Kyung-mee said in a statement
Sunday.

North Korea has increased its missile tests this year, including its first
intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) in more than four years on March 24, in
defiance of international law.

In just the first four months of 2022, the North has conducted 12 tests; by comparison,
it only conducted four tests in 2020, and eight in 2021.

The ICBM was reported to be its most formidable yet -- though missile experts and a
South Korean military official later said it may have been a less advanced weapon
than previously believed.

The US has said it is open to talks with North Korea at any time and without
conditions, but Pyongyang has so far rebuffed those overtures, accusing Washington
of maintaining hostile policies such as sanctions and military drills.

The KCNA report on a new weapons test also came shortly after North Korea
celebrated the 110th anniversary of the birth of late founder Kim Il Sung, one of the
biggest annual public holidays in the country, but without a military parade.

South Korean officials have said Pyongyang could still stage a military parade or
carry out a weapons test on or around April 25, the anniversary of the founding of the
Korean People’s Army.

Good morning. The West is arming Ukraine and punishing Russia. Today we look
at the countries that aren’t.
lan Prasad Philbrick - New York Times
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Volodymyr Zelensky addressed the U.N. Security Council this month. Timothy A.
Clary/Agence France-Presse — Getty Images

The ‘messy middle’

If you live in most any Western country, your government’s support for Ukraine,
including sending weapons and imposing sanctions on Russia, can give the
impression of a united global response to Vladimir Putin’s invasion.

But that isn’t the case. Most of the world’s 195 countries have not shipped aid to
Ukraine or joined in sanctions. A handful have actively supported Russia. Far more
occupy the “messy middle,” as Carisa Nietsche of the Center for a New American
Security calls it, taking neither Ukraine’s nor Russia’s side.

“We live in a bubble, here in the U.S. and Europe, where we think the very stark
moral and geopolitical stakes, and framework of what we 're seeing unfolding, is a
universal cause,” Barry Pavel, a senior vice president at the Atlantic Council, told me.
“Actually, most of the governments of the world are not with us.”

Today’s newsletter offers a guide to some of those countries and why they have
committed to their stances.

National interests

India and Israel are prominent democracies that ally with the U.S. on many issues,
particularly security. But they rely on Russia for security as well and have avoided
arming Ukraine or imposing sanctions on Moscow. “In both cases, the key factor
isn’t ideology but national interests,” says my colleague Max Fisher, who has written
about Russia’s invasion.

India is the world’s largest buyer of Russian weapons, seeking to protect itself from
Pakistan and China. India joined 34 other countries in abstaining from a United
Nations vote that condemned Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, as you can see on the map
below. And India appears to be rebuffing Western pleas to take a harder line.
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The United Nations vote took place on March 2. Some countries did not formally
submit votes. | Source: United Nations

Israel coordinates with Russia on Iran, its chief adversary, and in neighboring Syria
(with which Russia has a strong relationship). Russian-speaking émigrés from the
Jformer Soviet Union also make up a sizable chunk of the Israeli electorate. Israel’s
prime minister has avoided directly criticizing Putin, and though its government has
mediated between Ukraine and Russia, little has come out of the effort.

Several Latin American, Southeast Asian and African countries have made similar
choices. Bolivia, Vietnam and almost half of Africa’s 54 countries declined to support
the U.N. resolution condemning Russia. Some rely on Russian military assistance,
said Bruce Jones, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution. Others don’t want to
risk jeopardizing trade relations with China, which has parroted Russian propaganda
about the war.

Those countries “might be more accurately described as disinterested,” Max says,
unwilling to risk their security or economies “for the sake of a struggle that they see
as mostly irrelevant.”

West skeptics

Some countries, citing the West’s history of imperialism and past failures to respect
human rights, have justified opposing its response to Ukraine. South Africa’s
president blamed NATO for Russia’s invasion, and its U.N. ambassador criticized the
U.S. invasion of Iraq during a debate last month about Ukraine’s humanitarian crisis.

Other countries, including some that voted to condemn Russia’s invasion, accuse the
West of acting counter-productively. Brazil’s U.N. ambassador has suggested that
arming Ukraine and imposing sanctions on Russia risk escalating the war.

Autocratic leaders — including in the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and
Nicaragua — may also feel threatened by Ukraine’s resistance and the West’s
framing of the invasion as a struggle between democracy and authoritarianism,
experts said.
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“They 're concerned that this could inspire opposition movements in their own
countries,”’ Nietsche said.

“There’s nothing intellectually incoherent between viewing Russia’s actions as
outrageous and not necessarily fully siding with the West’s reaction to it,” Jones told
me.

Viadimir Putin and Xi Jinping in Beijing in February.Alexei Druzhinin/Sputnik, via
Agence France-Presse — Getty Images

Russia’s friends

China, with all its economic and military might, has seen the war as a chance
to_enhance its own geopolitical standing as a counterweight to the U.S. while still
maintaining ties to Russia. The countries recently issued a joint statement
proclaiming a friendship with “no limits.”

But China has struggled with the delicate balancing act of honoring that
commitment without fully endorsing Russia’s invasion: Beijing has denounced

Western sanctions but has not appeared to have given Russia weapons or economic
aid.

“China’s support for Russia, while very important, is also carefully hedged and
measured,” Max says.

Four countries — North Korea, Eritrea, Syria and Belarus — outright voted with
Russia against the U.N. resolution condemning the invasion of Ukraine. Belarus is a
former Soviet state whose autocratic leader asked Putin to help suppress protests in
2020 and allowed Russia to launch part of its invasion from within Belarus.

Russia intervened in Syria’s civil war on behalf of the Moscow-aligned government
there, and Syria is sending fighters who may aid Russian forces in Ukraine.

What’s next?
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It’s not unusual for countries to avoid picking sides on big global issues. Several
stayed neutral during World War II; dozens sought to remain free of both U.S. and
Soviet influence during the Cold War.

But if the war in Ukraine drags on, Jones said, neutral countries could come under
stronger international pressure to condemn Moscow. And for countries with close ties
to Russia, even neutrality can be an act of courage.



Decades of leaning on Russia forces Germany into a perilous decision: continue to
buy Russian oil or risk economic catastrophe
Ben Winck - Business Insider
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An employee prepares a train loaded with gasoline at the Petrolchemie und
Kraftstoffe oil refinery in Schwedt/Oder on October 20, 2014. Axel Schmidt/Reuters

Germany has relied on Russian oil and gas for decades. Now the nation faces a
perilous choice. German purchases help fund the Ukraine war, but banning Russian
energy risks economic disaster.

As the war continues, Germany is under growing pressure to take a side.

Germany faces escalating pressure to wean itself off Russian energy, but decades of
economic and political decisions make a fast decoupling practically impossible.

The US, the UK, and the European Union all moved in tandem last month to sanction
Russia's massive energy industry. The punitive measures varied dramatically.

The US fully banned Russian oil, natural gas, and coal, while the UK rolled out a
plan to stop importing Russian oil by the end of the year. The EU announced a ban
only on Russian coal this month and is still mulling whether to target Russia's oil or
gas trades.

Germany is one of the biggest holdouts.

"Over the past decades, our dependence on oil, coal, and gas from Russia has been
increasing,” Chancellor Olaf Scholz said in a March 23 speech to Germany's lower
house of parliament, Bloomberg reported.

"We will end this dependence as quickly as possible."

The country is heavily reliant on Russian energy, particularly the natural gas that's
shipped directly from Russia through the Nord Stream pipeline network. Removing
Russian gas from the German economy would immediately slam its manufacturing

industry, sharply lift prices for basic commodities, and likely force the country into
rationing schemes as the government scrambles to find new suppliers.

With millions of dollars flowing from Germany to the Kremlin every day, the pressure
is on Scholz to engineer an unprecedented energy pivot.

The alternative is similarly bleak. As Russia's invasion drags on, the West's sanctions
don't seem to be working. The ruble has quickly recovered most of the value it lost
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after the sanctions' announcement, largely padded by steady income from Russia's
energy sector. Russia is projected to earn more from its energy exports in 2022 than it
did last year.

"We will not persuade anyone to buy our oil and gas," Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov said on March 10, just days after the West unveiled sanctions targeting
the country's energy sector.

"If they want to replace it with something, they are welcome. We will have supply
markets. We already have them."”

Germany is likely to play a major role in fueling a windfall for Russia. Russia
supplied nearly one-third of Germany's total energy needs — as well as a solid
majority of its natural gas supply — in 2021, according to the German think
tank Agora Energiewende.

Its purchases of Russian energy commodities are estimated to add roughly $220
million to Russia's balance sheet every day, The New York Times reported on April 6.

A mounting pile of evidence of atrocities in Ukraine has prompted more calls for a
full embargo on Russian energy and left Germany with a serious dilemma.

Escalating sanctions could starve the Kremlin of the cash needed to continue its
invasion but would almost certainly plunge Germany into an economic crisis. But
continuing to fund Russia's military grows less accepted by the day.

"All of a sudden the discussion in Germany about whether our economy would grow
by 6 percent or just 3 percent in the event of an energy embargo seems petty and
insignificant. We resemble a hostage to the Kremlin," Handelsblatt, a German
financial newspaper, said.

Germany's energy dilemma began in the 1960s
Germany's reliance on Russian energy was intentional, and it all began with an oil
pipeline.

The abundance of Russian oil and gas became apparent in the 1960s, and a
partnership between the two countries quickly formed as the then divided Germany
manufactured pipeline infrastructure and the then-Soviet Union opened its huge
energy trade to Eastern Europe.

The first oil pipeline between the USSR and West Germany, nicknamed the
"Friendship Pipeline,” began operations in the mid-'60s. The first natural-gas
pipeline between the two followed in 1973, the same year the Soviet Union started
pumping gas to East Germany.

"This will change our very being," Leonid Brezhnev, then the general secretary of the
Soviet Union's governing Communist Party, said in February 1971.

"They will change our possibilities, our relationship with all of Europe — and not
only with the socialist countries, where we are able to ship gas and oil, but with
France, the FRG, Italy.”
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The friendship was tested during the Cold War. Despite extreme tensions between
West Germany and the Soviet Union, pipelines between the two allowed Soviet energy
commodities to reach the West and even make their way to the US.

As The New York Times reported in October 1973, the energy trade between West
Germany and the USSR was "a simpler arrangement"” than American companies'
proposals to develop gas resources in Siberia.

By the time the Berlin Wall fell in 1989, the Soviet Union had cemented itself as a
critical supplier of energy commodities for Germany, the EU, and the West.

Germany's commitment to phase out nuclear energy intensified its dependence on
Russia. The German government voted overwhelmingly in 2011 — soon after the
Fukushima nuclear meltdowns — to shut down eight nuclear-power plants
immediately and phase out the remaining nine plants by 2022.

The Russia-Germany energy partnership was still growing just months before the war
in Ukraine began. The Nord Stream 2 pipeline, which was set to double the network's
total capacity, was completed in September.

Germany froze the certification of the pipeline just before the invasion began in
February, but the infrastructure serves as a symbol of just how quickly relations
between the two countries have changed.

Natural gas remains the sticking point in sanctioning Russia

Germany has made some major strides toward energy independence since the war
began. Efforts to find oil supply elsewhere have cut down the share of Russian oil
used by Germany to 25% from 35%, Robert Habeck, Germany's economy minister,
said on March 25.

The country also halved its imports of Russian coal, and German power plants should
be able to fully transition off such coal as early as fall, Habeck added.

But weaning the country off Russia's natural gas remains a tall order. The share of
Russian gas imports is expected to drop by 24% by the summer, but fully removing
Russia from Germany's gas trade could take until summer 2024, the economy minister
said.

German Finance Minister Christian Lindner echoed that forecast on April 4, telling
reporters ahead of EU talks in Brussels that Russian natural gas "cannot be
substituted in the short term.”

"We would inflict more damage on ourselves than on them,” he added.

Lindner later rejected an EU embargo on Russian natural gas, instead proposing to
ban oil, coal, and gas on separate timelines as the bloc looks for new suppliers.

Germany still hopes to cut Russia out of its energy supply chain, Scholz said on April
8, according to Reuters. Just don't expect a speedy turnaround.
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"We are actively working to get independent from the necessity of importing gas from

Russia,” Scholz said.
"This is, as you may imagine, not that easy because it needs infrastructure that has to

be built first.”

More than 7,000 unclaimed dead Russian soldiers stored in Ukrainian morgues,

government says
Alia Shoaib - Business Insider

A tank operator hat lies on the ground next to a destroyed Russian tank in Irpin, on
the outskirts of Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, March 9, 2022 Vadim Ghirda/AP Photo

Ukraine says up to 7,000 unclaimed corpses of Russian soldiers in its morgues.
The Kremlin has refused to acknowledge the high death toll of its soldiers.
Many families of Russian soldiers are being left in the dark about the fate of their

loved ones.

Ukrainian officials say there are thousands of unclaimed corpses of Russian soldiers
in its morgues, as the Kremlin refuses to acknowledge the high death toll.

More than 7,000 dead Russian soldiers are being stored in morgues and refrigerated
rail cars across Ukraine, Oleksiy Arestovych, adviser to the head of Ukraine's
presidential administration, previously told The Washington Post.

"They said, 'We don't believe in such quantities. We don't have this number. We're not
ready to accept them,'" Arestovych told the paper about the reaction of the Russian

authorities.

More than 1,500 dead Russian soldiers are held in morgues in Dnipro, Ukraine, its
deputy mayor Mykhailo Lysenko said on the TV channel Current Time on April 13.
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According to reports, Russia has also transported thousands of dead soldiers to
Belarus from Ukraine to disguise the number of soldiers killed.

NATO estimates that Russia has lost up to 15,000 troops during the war, while
Ukraine claims to have killed nearly 20,000.

By comparison, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy told CNN this week that
Ukraine has lost between 2,500 and 3,000 troops since the war began.

Russia, meanwhile, has put its official death toll at 1,351, a figure that was last
updated on March 25.

Without going into specifics, Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov acknowledged the
heavy casualties for the first time last week, commenting: "We have significant losses
of troops. And it's a huge tragedy for us.”

The dead body of a Russian soldier lying on the road on March 5, 2022 in Sytniaky,
Ukraine. Anastasia Viasova/Getty Images

Zelenskyy has criticized Russia's refusal to repatriate its dead soldiers, claiming that
Russia is giving them less respect than is typically given to dead pets.

"I'm saying this to you as the president of a country fighting with Russian soldiers. It's
a war, but they are not animals.” Zelenskyy said in an online interview with Russian
Jjournalists in March, according to The Guardian.

The claim that Russian officials refuse to take their soldiers' corpses has been echoed

by the deputy prime minister, Iryna Vereshchuk, who is responsible for working with
Moscow to return the remains.

She told The Guardian that they have refused to acknowledge the scale of losses or
accept the bodies in several conversations with Russian officials.
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"We are counting them all. We have the remains in fridges. We say to them, take them,
they are in body bags, we can give them to the Red Cross, send them to the Belarusian
border, and wherever you want, we'll give you these bodies," Vereshchuk said the

paper.

A Ukrainian serviceman takes a photo of a dead Russian soldier after Ukrainian
forces overran a Russian position outside Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday, March 31,
2022. Vadim Ghirda/AP

Russian President Viladimir Putin signed a decree in 2015 which said that all military
deaths would be classified as state secrets.

That, coupled with a controversial new law that imposes a 15-year jail term for
spreading intentionally "fake” news about the military, has made it difficult for NGOs
and officials to speak openly about the situation in Ukraine.

Due to the Kremlin's secrecy, many families of Russian soldiers are unaware of the
fate of their loved ones.

Meanwhile, Ukraine's Ministry of Internal Affairs has set up a Telegram channel
where Russians can look through photos of dead soldiers to try and identify relatives,
The Post said.

Ukraine is also using a US company's facial recognition software to identify dead
soldiers, per a Washington Post report.

Some desperate family members are reaching out to organizations such as the
Soldiers' Mothers Committee, which advocates for Russian soldiers' rights, to locate
missing soldiers, according to The Guardian.

"We are getting hundreds and hundreds of calls. It's just a sea of tears, " its head
Svetlana Golub told the paper.
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Putin Using Ukraine Invasion to Change 'World Order': Russian Ambassador
Natalie Colarossi - Newsweek

Justin Sullivan/Getty Images

Russia took military action against Ukraine in order to change a post-Soviet Union
"world order” in which the U.S. and NATO have become dominant global forces,
Russia's ambassador to the U.S. said.

Anatoly Antonov justified his nation's "special military operation," the term the
Kremlin uses to avoid calling the invasion a war, by saying it is meant to halt the
West's expanding dominance worldwide, according to an interview published Monday
by Politico.

"It's a very narrow approach to say the 'Russian invasion of Ukraine,’” the
ambassador told the news outlet. "We are talking about changing the world order that
was created by the United States, by NATO countries after the dissolution of the
Soviet Union.”

Antonov's comments echo the Kremlin's latest justifications for Russia's invasion of
Ukraine, which began nearly two months ago. Last week, Russia's foreign minister

said the action was meant to put a stop to a "rules-based" global order imposed by
the West.

"Our special military operation is meant to put an end to the unabashed expansion [of
NATO] and the unabashed drive towards full domination by the U.S. and its Western
subjects on the world stage,” Sergey Lavrov told Russian media.

"This domination is built on gross violations of international law and under some
rules, which they are now hyping so much and which they make up on a case-by-case
basis,” the foreign minister said.
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Speaking to Politico, Antonov said, "We don't want to see any threat coming from that
territory. We don't want this country to become a member of NATO. We don't want
the United States or other NATO countries to use this territory against the Russian
Federation.”

Since the start of the war, Russia has put several spins on its reasons for its military
aggression against Ukraine. At the beginning of the invasion in late February,
President Viadimir Putin said he was seeking the "denazification" of the country. He
made baseless claims that the administration of Ukrainian President Volodymyr

Zelensky was overrun by "Nazis” who promoted "genocide” against Russians.
Zelensky is Jewish.

Putin also said Russia took military action because Ukraine's pursuit of NATO
membership posed a threat to his country's national security. However, in response to
the war, Zelensky said last month that Ukraine will no longer seek NATO admission.

More recently, Russian forces are now concentrating on Ukraine's eastern Donbas
region, with the goal being to "liberate" territories that contain Russian separatists.
The change in focus comes after the Russian military faced fierce resistance from
Ukrainian troops in the first several weeks of the invasion and failed to capture any
major city.

Zelensky said in an interview published Sunday that if Russian forces take over
Donbas, it could "influence the course of the whole war” and pose a new threat to the

capital city of Kyiv.

Newsweek has reached out to Russia's Foreign Ministry for additional comment.

To Push Back Russians, Ukrainians Hit a Village With Cluster Munitions
Thomas Gibbons-Neff & John Ismay - New York Times

Tyler Hicks/The New York Times
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HUSARIVKA, Ukraine — It was in early March when the spent warhead of a cluster
munition rocket landed next to Yurii Doroshenko’s home in eastern Ukraine, having
dispensed its lethal bomblets over his village.

“They were shelling and it hit the street,” he said.

These types of internationally banned weapons have been repeatedly used by the
Russian military since it invaded Ukraine in February. Human rights groups have
denounced their use. Western leaders have linked their presence to a bevy of
war-crimes allegations leveled at Moscow.

But the cluster munition that landed to next to Mr. Doroshenko’s house was not fired
by Russian forces. Based on evidence reviewed by The New York Times during a visit
to the area, it is very likely to have been launched by the Ukrainian troops who were

trying to retake the area.

Nobody died in that strike in Husarivka, an agricultural hamlet surrounded by wheat
fields and natural-gas lines, though at least two people were killed as Ukrainian
forces shelled it for the better part of month, targeting Russian forces.

As the war approaches its eighth week, both sides have relied heavily on artillery and
rockets to dislodge each other. But the Ukrainians’ decision to saturate their own
village with a cluster munition that has the capacity to haphazardly kill innocent
people underscores their strategic calculation: This is what they needed to do to
retake their country, no matter the cost.

Cluster munitions — a class of weapon comprising rockets, bombs, missiles, mortar
and artillery shells — split open midair and dispense smaller bomblets over a wide
area. The hazard to civilians remains significant until any unexploded munitions have
been located and properly disposed of by experts.

The Convention on Cluster Munitions, which took effect in 2010, bans their use
because of the indiscriminate harm they can cause to civilians: Humanitarian groups
have noted that 20 percent or more of antipersonnel sub-munitions fail to detonate on
impact, yet they can explode later if they are picked up or handled.

More than 100 nations have signed the pact, though the United States, Ukraine and
Russia have not.

“It’s not surprising, but it’s definitely dismaying to hear that evidence has emerged
indicating that Ukraine may have used cluster munitions in this current conflict,” said
Mary Wareham, advocacy director of the arms division at Human Rights Watch.
“Cluster munitions are unacceptable weapons that are killing and maiming civilians
across Ukraine.”

An adviser to the Ukrainian armed forces and the Ministry of Defense declined to
comment.
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Tyler Hicks/The New York Times Part of a Uragan cluster munition that was most
likely fired by Ukrainian forces in Husarivka while it was under Russian occupation.

Russian troops had seized Husarivka from Ukrainian units in the first few days of
March, occupying buildings on its outskirts and near its center. The 220-millimeter
Uragan artillery rocket that landed near Mr. Doroshenko’s home — fired from a
truck-mounted launcher many miles away — struck on either March 6 or 7, said Mr.
Doroshenko, the town’s informal leader.

By that point, the village was well under Russian control.

During a visit around the property and Mr. Doroshenko’s street on Thursday, Times
reporters viewed large pieces of the artillery rocket that dispensed the cluster
munitions, confirming the type of weapon that had been fired. It landed near the
Russian army’s makeshift headquarters in an adjacent farm workshop, residents said,
meaning the Russian forces were almost certainly the target.

Tyler Hicks/The New York Times Bomb disposal technicians removing an
undetonated rocket loaded with cluster munitions from a field in the village of Ridnyi
Krai, Ukraine, on April 8.



Russian troops have used cluster munitions on several occasions in the conflict.

Throughout the occupation, Ukrainian forces incessantly shelled the Russian troops
there, and at least two of the same type of cluster munition were lodged in a field by
Mpr. Doroshenko’s home, just a few hundred yards away from the Russians’
headquarters. The rockets fell around a small neighborhood of a dozen or so
single-story homes interspersed with small gardens.

As the rockets neared the farm, their warheads — probably carrying 30 antipersonnel
bomblets apiece — would have separated from the weapons’ solid rocket motors,
breaking open and casting their deadly cargo across the neighborhood. These small
munitions each contain the equivalent of about 11 ounces of TNT, slightly less than
twice as much as a standard hand grenade.

The attack on the Husarivka farm appears to be the first use of a cluster munition by
Ukrainian troops since the Russian invasion began on Feb. 24. In 2015, Ukrainian
forces used cluster munitions during the opening months of their war against
Russian-backed separatists in the country’s east.

When confronted with the prospect that the Ukrainian military had shelled his village
with cluster bombs, Mr. Doroshenko, 58, seemed indifferent.

“I'don’t know,” he said.

“The main thing is that after those rockets everybody comes out alive.”

The hazard posed by small undetonated munitions prevented Times reporters from
closely examining all the weapons that landed. They visually verified from a distance
two of the three rocket remnants as being Uragan cluster munitions, which leave
behind the rocket’s nose cone followed by a long skeletal metal frame that held the
bomblets together in flight.

Tyler Hicks/The New York Times A cellar in Husarivka, where at least three skulls
were recovered this month. Residents said Russian troops had kept captives in homes
along the street where the remains were found.



On April 8, The Times verified that a similar kind of Uragan rocket, loaded with
anti-vehicle land mines, was fired by Russian troops in a strike against the town of
Bezruky, a suburb of Kharkiv, once Ukraine’s second-largest city.

Tyler Hicks/The New York Times Lubov Dvoretska, 62, a biology teacher whose
husband was killed in a bombing. Her neighbors buried his body in the garden behind
their house.

Much has been said about the Russian shelling of Ukrainian towns — frequent
artillery barrages that wound and kill residents and push the ones who remain in
these contested areas into basements or shelters.

The danger to civilians is no different under the barrels of Ukrainian artillery, as
their forces desperately try to retake the parts of the country under Russian control.

Tyler Hicks/The New York Times A resident handing an emergency responders a
piece of shrapnel at a bombing site in Bezruky, on the outskirts of Kharkiv, on April 7.
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Lubov Dvoretska, 62, lost her husband, Olexandr, during the shelling of Husarivka by
Ukrainian forces at the end of March, just days before Russian troops retreated from
there.

“Ones are shooting this way, others another way,” she recounted.

“My God, everything is thundering. And on March 10, it was said that half of
Husarivka had left for Chepelivka. Pack up and leave because it will get worse. And
then I left.”

Ms. Dvoretska fled, but her husband, Olexandyr, stayed behind to tend their livestock.
Later, residents told her that Olexandr was injured in a mortar strike on March 22
and most likely died the next day.

“He was discovered dead in the house on the 23rd, and on the 24th they could barely
reach me on the phone to notify me,” she said.

“Just as he was, in the same clothes, he was buried inhumanly, like an animal.”

Another man, Volodymyr Strokov, was killed during the shelling on March 22,
residents said. Before the war, Husarivka had a population of just over 1,000. It is
now down to around 400, after hundreds packed what they could and left.

Ukrainian forces retook the village around March 26. Now, the village — about three
miles from the front line near the eastern city of Izium — is attacked daily by both
Russian artillery and aircraft, residents said.

Through tears, Ms. Dvoretska pointed to where her neighbors had buried her
husband in a raised dirt grave in their backyard, marked with a homemade wooden
Cross.

“I never thought it would happen this way,” she yelled.

“It never got in my head that I will be left alone at my old age. Alone.’

)



