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DeSantis Considering Sending ‘A Few Thousand’ More Illegals To Martha’s
Vineyard

Reed Cooper
https://dcenquirer.com/desantis-considering-sending-a-few-thousand-more-illegals-
to-marthas-vineyard/

Note: This article may contain commentary reflecting the author's opinion.

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis’s staff said on Thursday they are considering
sending “a few thousand” more illegal aliens to Martha’s Vineyard.

This comes after DeSantis happily revealed on Wednesday he was responsible for
sending two planes carrying the illegal immigrants to Martha’s Vineyard. In response
to outraged leftists, DeSantis spoke from Okaloosa County, Florida to explain his
decision.

This comes after Martha’s Vineyard Homeless Shelter Coordinator Lisa Belcastro
threw a complete fit over the 50 illegal immigrants DeSantis sent to Martha’s
Vineyard, an island home to former President Barack Obama and many other
prominent figures. She claims they don’t have housing for 50 more people and the
migrants must “move somewhere else.”

“The difficult challenges are — we have to, at some point in time they [illegals] have
to move from here to somewhere else — we cannot, we don’t have the services to take
care of 50 immigrants and we certainly don’t have housing. We 're in a housing crisis
as we are on this island! We can’t house everyone here that lives here and works
here,” Belcastro said.

Despite Belcastro’s claims of not being able to “take care of 50 immigrants,”
Martha’s Vineyard is a tourist hotspot, experiencing thousands of tourists every
summer.

“We don’t have housing for 50 more people,” Belcastro claims.

“We take what’s happening at the southern border very seriously, unlike some and
unlike the President of the United States, who has refused to lift a finger to secure that
border,” DeSantis began. “We've worked on innovative ways to be able to protect the
state of Florida from the impact of Biden’s border policies. Florida is not a sanctuary
state, and it’s better to be able to go to a sanctuary jurisdiction,” he added.

“And yes, we will help facilitate that transport for you to be able to go to greener
pastures,” DeSantis continued.

“There was no warning on any of this. And all those people in D.C. in New York were
beating their chests when Trump was president, saying they were so proud of the
sanctuary jurisdictions,” he said.

“And it just shows you, you know, their virtue signaling is a fraud, ok? They are
supporting policies that are just frankly indefensible. It is not defensible for a
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superpower to not have any control over the territory of its country, over the borders
of its country,”” DeSantis added.
Thank you!!!

“It shouldn’t all fall on a handful of red states, and so they 're now doing it. Now they
have to decide, okay, this is a policy you supported — to have an open border. You
don’’t like it as much when you [get] just a small, small, small amount compared to
what these folks have dealt with in Texas,” he continued.

Ni¢ Dédn Biéu Lién Bang géc Chiau My Latin, iing hé quyét dinh ciia Théng Péc
DeSantis
David Hawkinss

Latina Democrat Backs DeSantis, Slams ‘Smug Liberals’:

‘If They Won't Go to the Border, Bring the Border to Them’
https.//slaynews.com/news/latina-democrat-backs-desantis-warns-smug-liberals-if-
they-wont-go-to-the-border-bring-the-border-to-them/

A Latina Democrat has called out “smug liberals” and defended Florida’s
Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis for bringing the border to Martha’s Vineyard.

Gloria Romero, the former Majority Leader of the California State Senate, blasted
hypocritical Democrats for complaining about migrants arriving in wealthy liberal
areas such as Martha’s Vineyard while they continue to ignore the real crisis in
border states.

“I am a Democrat and the former Majority Leader of the California State Senate,’
Romera said in an op-ed for the Daily Mail.

“The first woman to ever hold that position.

“I am also a proud Latina.

“I am telling you that if the Democratic party thinks that Latinos are outraged by
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis sending migrants to Martha'’s Vineyard — they are
dead wrong!

“More than two million undocumented immigrants will be arrested trying to cross
into the U.S. in 2022.

“And Democrats don’t bat an eye.

“But fly 50 migrants to one of the wealthiest places in America, spotted with multi-
million dollar mansions, surrounded by the mega-yachts of the rich and famous and
Democrats lose their minds?

“What a joke!

“On Friday, the governor of Massachusetts dispatched the National Guard to whisk
away these 50 migrants to a military base in Cape Cod that once housed hurricane
disaster victims.

“But what about the hundreds of migrants sleeping on the street of El Paso, Texas?
“Or the countless other migrants, sleeping outside in cities and towns across the
U.S./Mexico border?

“Overwhelming rural, poor, and largely Latino communities along the southern
border are expected to absorb the costs of unprecedented migratory streams in a
wide-open border, but Martha’s Vineyard cannot?

“Spare me!

)
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“This Democratic stronghold — where the Obamas now reside — couldn’t stomach
having 50 brown migrants in their midst without declaring an emergency and
shipping them out of town within 24 hours.

“Liberals want open borders — just not in their immaculate backyards.

“While smug liberals and virtue-signaling progressives pretend that their
immigration policies are ‘compassionate,’ Latinos know they are just cruel, naked
politics.

“Good for Governor DeSantis, and Governor Greg Abbott in Texas and Governor
Doug Ducey in Arizona for sending this powerful message by making Democrats
shoulder their ‘fair share’ of the burden of a broken immigration system.

“After all, isn’t it the Democrats who scream about the rich shouldering their ‘fair
share’?

“Recently, Democrats in south Texas were stung when one of the strongest
Democratic-controlled seats overwhelmingly voted for a Trump-supporting Latina
Republican, Mayra Flores, to defeat their handpicked Democrat.

“Predictably, the campaign of the Democratic challenger to Rep. Flores called her
‘Miss Frijoles’.

“This was the first time in over a century that a solid Democratic district with an
overwhelming Latino electorate had turned their backs on the Democratic Party. And
this won’t be the last time.

“The Latino agenda is an American agenda.

“We want opportunity—not guaranteed outcomes. We want prosperity—not a
redistribution of wealth. We want our values respected—not ridiculed.

“We celebrate motherhood—not Birthing People-hood (in fact, Latinos of Mexican
descent celebrate two Mother’s days!).

“Latinos may be divided on reproductive rights, but overwhelmingly reject infanticide
and growing Democratic support for abortion on demand even up to birth.

“Latinos are entrepreneurial— we believe in the American Dream—and value
citizenship.

“While we want the respect of the authorities, we reject the radical ‘defund the police’
movements as we tend to be disproportionate victims of violent crime.

“Latinos have had enough of being used as pawns.

“We love our country, value citizenship, want a fair immigration system, and
protected by secure borders on all shores.

“There’s nothing ‘racist’ about that. Good for you DeSantis — keep the flights coming.
“If they won't go to the border, bring the border to them,” she_said.

Musk offers to end legal fight, pay $44B to buy Twitter
Tom Krisher

Elon Musk is abandoning his legal battle to back out of buying Twitter by offering to
go through with his original $44 billion bid for the social media platform.

The mercurial Tesla CEO made the offer in a letter to Twitter, which the company
disclosed in a filing Tuesday with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission.

The offer comes just two weeks before Twitter's lawsuit seeking to force Musk to go
through with the deal goes to trial in Delaware Chancery Court.

In a statement, Twitter said it intends to close the transaction at $54.20 per share
after receiving the letter from Musk.
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Trading in Twitter's stock, which had been halted for much of the day pending release
of the news, resumed trading late Tuesday and soared almost 22% to 851.80.

Musk’s proposal is the latest twist in a high-profile saga involving the world’s richest
man and one of the most influential social media platforms. Much of the drama has
played out on Twitter itself, with Musk — who has more than 100 million followers —
lamenting that the company was failing to live up to its potential as a platform for
free speech.

A letter from Musk’s lawyer dated Monday and disclosed by Twitter in a securities
filing said Musk would close the merger signed in April provided that the Delaware
Chancery Court “enter an immediate stay” of Twitter’s lawsuit against him and
adjourn the trial scheduled to begin in two weeks.

By completing the deal, Musk essentially gave Twitter what it was seeking from the
court — “specific performance” of the contract with Musk, meaning he would have to
go through with the purchase at the original price. The contract Musk signed also has
a 81 billion breakup fee.

Eric Talley, a law professor at Columbia University, said he’s not surprised by
Musk’s turnaround, especially ahead of a scheduled deposition of Musk by Twitter
attorneys starting Thursday that was “not going to be pleasant.”

“On the legal merits, his case didn’t look that strong,” Talley said. “It kind of seemed
like a pretty simple buyer’s remorse case.”

If Musk were to lose the trial, the judge could not only force him to close the deal but
also impose interest payments that would have increased its cost, Talley said.

What did surprise Talley is that Musk doesn’t appear to be trying to renegotiate the
deal. Even a modest price reduction might have given Musk a “moral victory” and
the ability to say he got something out of the protracted dispute, Talley said.
Neither Twitter nor attorneys for Musk responded to requests for comment Tuesday
afternoon.

Musk has been trying to back out of the deal for several months after signing on to
buy the San Francisco company in April. Shareholders have already approved the
sale, and legal experts say Musk faced a huge challenge to defend against Twitter's
lawsuit, which was filed in July.

Mousk claimed that Twitter under-counted the number of fake accounts on its platform,
and Twitter sued when Musk announced the deal was off.

Musk’s argument largely rested on the allegation that Twitter misrepresented how it
measures the magnitude of “spam bot” accounts that are useless to advertisers. Most
legal experts believe he faced an uphill battle to convince Chancellor Kathaleen St.
Jude McCormick, the court’s head judge, that something changed since the April
merger agreement that justifies terminating the deal.

Legal experts said Musk may have anticipated that he would lose. Things haven't been
going well for him in court recently, with the judge ruling more frequently in Twitter's
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favor on evidentiary matters, said Ann Lipton, an associate law professor at Tulane
University. The judge’s denied several of Musk’s discovery requests, Lipton said.
It's also possible that Musk's co-investors in the deal were starting to get nervous
about how the case was proceeding, she said.

Musk’s main argument for terminating the deal — that Twitter was misrepresenting
how it measured its “spam bot” problem — also didn’t appear to be going well as
Twitter had been working to pick apart Musk’s attempts to get third-party data
scientists to bolster his concerns.

Twitter now has options in the case and doesn’t necessarily have to accept a new
offer from Musk, said Robert Anderson, a law professor at Pepperdine University.
“Twitter could still be concerned that the same thing might happen again without
some additional security,” Anderson said.

“They 're going to want some assurance that the deal is going to happen right away."

Columbia's Talley said he would insist on Musk putting money into an escrow
account until the deal is completed. Such an account could hold cash and/or Twitter
shares, as a good-faith demonstration by Musk, Talley suggested.

Mysteriously, neither Musk nor Twitter CEO Parag Agrawal have written anything
about the deal on Twitter, where many developments in the dispute have been aired.

Many of Musk’s tweets in the past 24 hours have been about a divisive proposal to
end Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, drawing the ire of Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy.

Musk argued in a tweet Monday that to reach peace Russia should be allowed to keep
the Crimea Peninsula that it seized in 2014. He also said Ukraine should adopt a
neutral status, dropping a bid to join NATO following Russia’s partial mobilization of
reservists.

If the deal does go through, Musk may be stuck with a company he damaged with
repeated statements denoucing fake accounts, Susannah Streeter, senior markets
analyst for Hargreaves Lansdown in the United Kingdom, wrote in an investor note.
“This is an important metric considered to be key for future revenue streams via paid
advertising or for subscriptions on the site, and his relentless scrutiny of Twitter’s
figures over the last few months is likely to prompt questions from potential
advertising partners," she wrote.

If Musk were to lose, among the remedies that would favor Twitter is a court order to
go through with the deal. The Chancery Court last year forced private equity firm
Kohlberg & Co. to go through with its $550 million buyout of DecoPac, a company
based in Minnesota that calls itself the world’s largest supplier of cake decorating
supplies to professional decorators and bakeries. The case was emblematic of the
court’s common — though not uniform — resolution of enforcing contractual
obligations on buyers.



Other options include Musk being forced to pay the breakup fee each side agreed to if
deemed responsible for the deal falling through. Or he might have to pay off a larger
amount without actually buying the company for 844 billion.

Marcy Gordon in Washington contributed to this report.
Xin click vao link dwoi dé xem toan van ban tin:

https://www.aol.com/finance/report-musk-proposes-proceed-twitter-1629
31026-194947487.html

OPEC Gives Biden and U.S. Consumers the Middle Finger
Jim Geraghty

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman fist bumps U.S. President Joe Biden
upon his arrival at Al Salman Palace, in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, July 2022. (Bandar
Algaloud/Courtesy of Saudi Royal Court/Handout via Reuters)

Today’s Morning Jolt spotlights reports that the Biden administration is “panicking”
— their reporter’s words, not mine! — that OPEC is about to enact a production cut
that will send the price of oil soaring even further. At the beginning of the week, the
fear was that OPEC+ was considering a cut of more than 1 million barrels a day.

1t is time to elevate the panic level:

The OPEC+ alliance announced it will cut oil production by 2 million barrels a day,
the oil cartel and its allies announced Wednesday, which may set the cost of gas
rising again after a year of tumultuous prices at the pump.

In a further humiliation for the administration, this move comes after a “‘full-court
press” from the administration against OPEC+ countries, warning them not to cut
production:

Amos Hochstein, Biden's top energy envoy, has played a leading role in the lobbying
effort, which has been far more extensive than previously reported amid extreme
concern in the White House over the potential cut. Hochstein, along with top national
security official Brett McGurk and the administration’s special envoy to Yemen Tim
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Lenderking, traveled to Jeddah late last month to discuss a range of energy and
security issues as a follow up to Biden’s high-profile visit to Saudi Arabia in July. . . .
The White House has asked Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen to make the case
personally to some Gulf state finance ministers, including from Kuwait and the UAE,
and try to convince them that a production cut would be extremely damaging to the
global economy.

All that pressure didn’t do a darn bit of good, it seems. This is a double loss for the
administration and the country as a whole.

First, oil prices worldwide are likely to increase, and with them prices at the pump,
hurting U.S. consumers and exacerbating inflationary pressures.

Second, once again, the self-congratulatory “America is back!”/“the adults are back
in charge” rhetoric is failing to match up with the actual results.

Finally, could Biden’s trip to Saudi Arabia have been any more of a disaster?

https://'www.nationalreview.com/corner/opec-gives-biden-and-u-s-consumers-the-
middle-finger/?utm_source=onesignal&utm_medium=push&utm_campaign=article

Cost-of-Living Adjustment Will Increase 8.7%, Largest Adjustment in 40 Years
Mark Miller - The New York Times

MARKETS TODAY
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Social Security on Thursday announced an 8.7 percent cost of living adjustment, the
largest inflation adjustment to benefits in four decades — a welcome development for
millions of older Americans struggling to keep up with fast-rising living costs.

Cost-of-Living Adjustment Will Increase 8.7%, Largest Adjustment in 40 Years© Lisa
Haney

The cost-of-living adjustment for 2023, which will be applied to benefits in January, is
based on the latest government inflation figures. The final COLA, as the adjustment is
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known, was released after the Labor Department announced the Consumer Price
Index for September, which came in at 8.2 percent. Medicare enrollees can anticipate
some additional good news: The standard Part B premium, which is typically
deducted from Social Security benefits, will decline next year.

The COLA, one of Social Security’s most valuable features, will give a significant
boost to about 70 million Americans next year. While retirement comes to mind when
most people think about Social Security, the program plays a much broader role in
providing economic security.

In August, the program paid benefits to 52.5 million people over age 65, but younger
beneficiaries — survivors of insured workers and recipients of disability benefits and
Supplemental Security Income, the program for very low income people — added 17.9
million people to the total, according to Social Security Administration data.

The annual inflation adjustment has been awarded since 1975 under a formula
legislated by Congress. Policy experts have debated whether the current formula
accurately measures the inflation that affects retirees, but there’s little disagreement
on the COLA’s importance in helping beneficiaries keep up with costs.

The New York Times examined the back story of Social Security’s inflation adjustment
— how it works, how it could be revised — and how it affects pocketbooks.

Ukraine Wipes Out 150 Russian Troops in Precision Strikes—Kyiv
Brendan Cole - Newsweek

Soldiers of Ukraine's 5th Regiment of Assault Infantry prepare a US-made MK-19
automatic grenade launcher towards Russian positions near Toretsk in the Donetsk
region on October 12, 2022.© YASUYOSHI CHIBA/Getty Images

Ukraine's forces have said their targeted strikes have caused significant losses of
Russian troops and equipment.
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The General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine said on Thursday that the previous
day it had hit three S-300 anti-aircraft missile systems in the city of Tokmak, in

the Zaporizhzhya region, one of the four that Viadimir Putin has claimed he had
annexed.

The update reported by Ukrainian media outlets said "in the Kherson region, as a
result of targeted fire damage in the area of Tokarivka, the enemy's losses amounted
to up to 150 people killed."

"Due to such cases, the soldiers of the occupying army have extremely low morale,"
the statement said, according to a translation. "They often desert and ignore orders,
especially when mobilized."

Thursday's update from Kyiv's forces said in certain areas of hostilities, in particular
in the Donetsk region, Russian units had received orders to temporarily stop offensive
operations.

"The main reason is the extremely low morale and psychological state of the recruits,
numerous acts of desertion among the mobilized, and non-fulfillment of combat
orders," the General Staff said.

Ukraine's forces said their air force had carried out 32 strikes over the previous 24
hours, hitting more than 25 areas of concentration of weapons and military
equipment and shot down four enemy helicopters and 26 unmanned aerial vehicles.

More than 50 Western countries promise more weapons for Ukraine

Newsweek has contacted the Russian defense ministry for comment. Newsweek is still
trying to verify some of these claims.

British defense officials said on Thursday that Russian forces were likely to be trying
to consolidate a new front line west of the village of Mylove in the Kherson region
where heavy fighting is ongoing, "especially at the western end where Ukrainian
advances mean Russia's flank is no longer protected by the Inhulets River."
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The U.K. Ministry of Defense said most of the Russian troops on this front line were
"Under strength" airborne units, adding that Russian occupation authorities have
likely ordered preparation for the evacuation of some civilians from Kherson.

"It is likely that they anticipate combat extending to the city of Kherson itself," the
assessment concluded.

Meanwhile, the U.S. think tank, the Institute for the Study of War (ISW), said on
Wednesday that Russian forces may have brought Iranian instructors to train Russian
troops in the use of Shahed-136 drones.

It follows a report from the Ukrainian Resistance Center about how Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)-affiliated personnel had been brought in
to Dzhankoi in Crimea and Zaliznyi Port and Hladivtsi in Kherson Oblast.

It added that the Iranian instructors "directly control the launch of drones on civilian
targets in Ukraine, including in Mykolaiv and Odesa oblasts."”

Saudis say US sought 1 month delay of OPEC+ production cuts.
Jon Grambell (Associated Press) - AP

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — Saudi Arabia said Thursday that the U.S. had
urged the kingdom to postpone a decision by OPEC and its allies — including Russia
— to cut oil production by a month. Such a delay could have helped reduce the risk of
a spike in gas prices ahead of the U.S. midterm elections next month.

FILE - People and media gather at the entrance of the building of the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries, OPEC, in Vienna, Austria on Oct. 5, 2022. Saudi
Arabia said Thursday, Oct. 13, 2022 that the U.S. had urged the kingdom to postpone
a decision by OPEC and its allies, including Russia, to cut oil production by a month
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which would have been just before the upcoming American midterm elections. (AP
Photo/Philipp-Moritz Jenne, File)© Provided by The Associated Press

A statement issued by the Saudi Foreign Ministry didn't specifically mention the Nov.
8 elections in which U.S. President Joe Biden is trying to maintain his narrow
Democratic majority in Congress. However, it stated that the U.S. “suggested” the
cuts be delayed by a month. In the end, OPEC announced the cuts at its Oct. 5
meeting in Vienna.

Holding off on cuts would have meant implementing them just before the Nov. 8
election — at a time when they likely couldn't drastically influence prices at the pump.

Rising oil prices — and by extension higher gasoline prices — have been a key driver
of inflation in the U.S. and around the world, worsening global economic woes as
Russia's months-long war on Ukraine also has disrupted global food supplies.

For Biden, gasoline prices creeping up could affect voters. He and many lawmakers
have warned that America's longtime security-based relationship with the kingdom
could be reconsidered.

The White House has rejected any attempts to link the OPEC request to the elections,
but Saudi Arabia issuing a rare, lengthy statement shows just how tense relations are
between the two countries.

Ties have been fraught since the 2018 killing and dismemberment of Washington Post
columnist Jamal Khashoggi, which Washington believes came on the orders of Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman. Meanwhile, higher energy prices provide a
weapon Russia can use against the West, which has been arming and supporting
Ukraine.

The statement by the Saudi Foreign Ministry acknowledged that the kingdom had
been talking to the U.S. about postponing OPEC+'s 2 million barrel cut announced
last week.

“The government of the kingdom clarified through its continuous consultation with
the U.S. administration that all economic analyses indicate that postponing the
OPEC+ decision for a month, according to what has been suggested, would have had
negative economic consequences,” the ministry said in its statement.

US President Biden vows 'consequences' for Saudi Arabia over OPEC oil output cut
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The ministry's statement confirmed a Wall Street Journal article this week that also
said the U.S. sought to delay the OPEC+ production cut until just before the midterm
elections. The Journal quoted unnamed Saudi officials as describing the move as a
political gambit by Biden ahead of the vote.

The kingdom also criticized attempts to link the kingdom's decision to Russia's war on
Ukraine.

“The kingdom stresses that while it strives to preserve the strength of its relations
with all friendly countries, it affirms its rejection of any dictates, actions, or efforts to
distort its noble objectives to protect the global economy from oil market volatility, ” it
said. “Resolving economic challenges requires the establishment of a non-politicized
constructive dialogue, and to wisely and rationally consider what serves the interests
of all countries.”

Both Saudi Arabia and the neighboring United Arab Emirates, key producers in
OPEC, voted in favor of a United Nations General Assembly resolution Wednesday to
condemn Russia’s “attempted illegal annexation” of four Ukrainian regions and
demand its immediate reversal.
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Once muscular enough to grind the U.S. to a halt with its 1970s oil embargo, OPEC
needed non-members like Russia to push through a production cut in 2016 after
prices crashed below $30 a barrel amid rising American production. The 2016
agreement gave birth to the so-called OPEC+, which joined the cartel in cutting
production to help stimulate prices.

The coronavirus pandemic briefly saw oil prices go into negative territory before air
travel and economic activity rebounded following lock-downs around the world.
Benchmark Brent crude sat over $92 a barrel early Wednesday, but oil-producing
nations are worried prices could sharply fall amid efforts to combat inflation.

Biden, who famously called Saudi Arabia a “pariah” during his 2020 election
campaign, traveled to the kingdom in July and fist-bumped Prince Mohammed before
a meeting. Despite the outreach, the kingdom has been supportive of keeping oil
prices high in order to fund Prince Mohammed's aspirations, including his planned
83500 billion futuristic desert city project called Neom.

On Tuesday, Biden warned of repercussions for Saudi Arabia over the OPEC+
decision.

“There’s going to be some consequences for what they ve done, with Russia,” Biden
said. “I’'m not going to get into what 1’d consider and what I have in mind. But there
will be — there will be consequences.”

Patriot Floated As Possible Air Defense System For Ukraine By Top U.S. General
Howard Altman - The Drive

Patriot surface-to-air missile batteries were on the list of air defense systems
mentioned Wednesday by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs that could help Ukraine in
its ongoing battle against Russia.

Patriot Floated As Possible Air Defense System For Ukraine By Top U.S.
General© Lockheed Martin
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Speaking to reporters in Brussels about what the international Defense Contact
Group is doing to improve Ukraine's air defenses in the wake of a deadly missile and
drone barrage earlier this week, Army Gen. Mark Milley mentioned Patriot

batteries are among a number of systems available worldwide, without saying if they
would be provided, when or by whom.
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Patriot Floated As Possible Air Defense System For Ukraine By Top U.S.
General© Provided by The Drive

“Many countries have Patriot, many countries have other systems,” he said. “There’s
a whole series of Israeli systems that are quite capable.”

Israel has so far been very reluctant to supply advanced weaponry, including
defensive systems, to Ukraine.

The Patriot systems would provide a highly capable upper-tier complement to the
National Advanced Surface to Air Missile Systems, or NASAMS, of which eight have
been promised to Ukraine, with two of them expected to be delivered soon.

Germany also provided the first of four promised IRIS-T SLM surface-to-air missile
systems. You can read more about that here.

What Patriot can do that these other systems cannot, beyond providing a longer-
range capability against traditional 'air breathing' threats such as fixed-wing aircraft,
helicopters, and even drones, is supply Ukraine with the robust ability to protect key
areas from ballistic missile assaults.

Patriot, especially in its latter iterations, we designed to do this, especially against
shorter-range ballistic missiles. While no air or missile defense system is anywhere
near perfect, it would greatly reduce the damage Russia's missiles can do.

The Patriot system has been absolutely critical in lessening the effectiveness of
constant missile barrages by Houthi rebels in Yemen on key targets in Saudi Arabia,
for instance.

While Moscow's stockpiles of standoff missile systems are thought to be dwindling,
that could always change, especially now that Iran is supplying long-range suicide
drones to Russia. Ballistic missiles could be next, which you can read all about here.
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This news also comes just days after Biden said he would work to supply advanced air
defense systems to Ukraine on a call with President Zelensky following the barrage
on Russian cities.

Still, this doesn't mean the U.S. will end up supplying Patriot to Ukraine, and even
doing so will take significant time to train operators and maintainers of the system.
“What Ukraine is asking for, and what we think can be provided, is an integrated air
and missile defense system, ” said Milley.

“So that doesn't control all the airspace over Ukraine. But they're designed to control
priority targets that Ukraine needs to protect.”

Milley said the goal is to provide Ukraine with a layered air defense system combing
short-range, low-altitude systems, medium-range, medium-altitude, and long-range
and high-altitude systems.

“It's a mix of all of these that deny the airspace to Russian aircraft, fixed-wing and
rotary aircraft, and Russian missiles,” he said.

So far, Ukraine “has very effectively used their SA-6s and SA-8s, S-300s and SA-10s,
11s, etc.,” said Milley.

“They've been very effective at denying Russian air superiority. And that, in turn, has
denied the Russians the ability to conduct ground combined arms maneuver.”

The next step “by all the various countries that were at the conference today is chip in
and help” Ukraine “rebuild and sustain an integrated air and missile defense system.”

Ukraine, he said, has asked for older systems, like the I-Hawk, an improved version
of the short-to-medium-range, medium-altitude Hawk system first fielded in the
1960s. It has a larger, 163-pound blast-fragmentation warhead, a smaller and
improved guidance package, and a new M112 rocket motor.

“It's an older system, but it's quite effective,” said Milley.

Hawk pales in comparison to NASAMS and IRST-T SLM, but it could be good as a
supplement to Ukraine's soviet-era air defenses that are forward deployed in the field.
The task now, he said, is to bring those systems together, get them deployed, and get

Ukrainian troops trained on how to use them, “because each of these systems is
different.”

And then they all need to be linked together with command, control and
communication systems, with radars that can communicate with each other “so that

they can acquire targets on the inbound flights.”

So what we are talking about here is furnishing Ukraine with an entire integrated air
defense system, even if fairly rudimentary, which is no small task.

The effort, said Milley, is “quite complicated. From a technical standpoint, it is
achievable. And that's what we're aiming at.”

*#% Contact the author: howard@thewarzone.com and tyler@thedrive.com
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Finland hopes new nuclear reactor eases energy crunch
AFP

After over a decade of delays, the deafening sound of Finland's new Olkiluoto 3

nuclear reactor finally running its turbine at full power was welcomed with joy -- and
relief.

Finland's new Olkiluoto 3 nuclear reactor will be able to produce about one-fifth of
the electricity the country consumes© Olivier MORIN

The Nordic country is hoping the plant will be able to ease the coming winter's
challenges as Europe battles soaring energy prices following Russia's invasion of
Ukraine.

"It has taken a lot of perseverance and years of hard work to get to this point, so we
feel pretty good at the moment,” Johanna Aho, a spokeswoman for the plant's
operator TVO, told AFP.

The almost 300-degree Celsius (572 F) steam gushing from the reactor turns the over
60-meter-long turbine up to 25 times every second, making a visit to the turbine
island in protective gear feel as hot as one of Finland's ubiquitous saunas.
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The almost 300-degree Celsius (572 F) steam gushing from the reactor turns the over
60-meter-long turbine up to 25 times every second© Olivier MORIN

More than 12 years behind schedule, on September 30, Olkiluoto 3 reached full
power for the first time since construction began in 2005.

With a power level of 1,600 megawatts, the reactor, located on Finland's
southwestern coast, is now the most powerful in Europe and the third most powerful
in the world.

Around 10 full power tests remain for the unit -- during which it will periodically stop
producing electricity for several days or even weeks -- before normal operation starts
in December.

- Support for nuclear -

When the new unit reached full power on September 30, TVO said the Olkiluoto plant
accounted for around 40 percent of Finland's electricity production, with the
Olkiluoto 1 and 2 reactors together producing approximately 21 percent and the new
OL3 alone around 19 percent.
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The complexity of EPS reactors like Olkiluoto 3 have led to construction
delays© Olivier MORIN

"That's a lot of electricity and it's the kind of steady, predictable and stable electricity
production that nuclear power provides," Aho said.

In recent years, support for nuclear energy has grown in Finland, spurred by concern
over climate change.

A May poll by trade association Finnish Energy showed 60 percent of Finns
supported nuclear power, a record high.

But after Finnish group Fennovoima in May terminated a nuclear power project with
Russia's Rosatom, citing risks linked to the war in Ukraine, there are no other nuclear
reactor projects in the pipeline.

Finland gets around 50 to 60 percent of its electricity from hydro, wind, solar and
biomass, with fossil fuels and peat comprising roughly 10 percent.
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- French were 'unprepared’ -

Olkiluoto 3 was meant to be up and running already in 2009, six years after TVO
announced a deal with France's Areva and Germany's Siemens for the reactor's
construction.

But the project quickly ran into issues.

In 2006, TVO announced that "delays in the construction work and in manufacturing
of the main coolant lines" had pushed the reactor's starting date back to 2010-2011.
And when the Finnish nuclear safety agency STUK by 2009 required hundreds of
improvements to be made due to "problems with the construction”, the partners
started casting blame.

TVO demanded 2.4 billion euros in compensation from Siemens and Areva for the
setbacks. The two in turn demanded 1.0 billion euros from TVO, arguing that the
project had encountered "more rigorous security requirements" than initially foreseen.

Areva meanwhile accused STUK of being slow to approve documents, to which STUK
responded by saying the consortium had been "unprepared”.

"The French did not understand at first the Finnish system, that no important device
can be built before the plan is approved," Jukka Laaksonen from STUK told AFP at

the time.

After years of litigation and even more delays, Areva and TVO settled their disputes
in November 2018, with the French agreeing to pay 450 million euros (3554 million)
in compensation.

- Model plagued by delays -

Design work on the EPR began in 1992 with the objective of creating a next-
generation reactor with added safety features that could win over public opinion
which was highly sceptical of nuclear power following the Chernobyl catastrophe of
1986.

But the complex design has caused delays and problems.
Like Olkiluoto, France's EPR which began construction in 2007 has been plagued by
delays and is still not finished.

In Britain, the construction of an EPR at Hinkley Point in southwest England is also
running behind schedule.

China launched two EPR reactors in the Taishan power plant in Guangdong province
by 2019, but one was shut for over a year for repairs following damaged fuel pellets
and a build-up of gasses in the closed cooling circuit.

Democrats suggest shifting weapons from Saudi Arabia to Ukraine
Stephanie Kirchgaessner in Washington - THE GUARDIAN

Democrats on Capitol Hill have suggested transferring US weapons systems in Saudi
Arabia to Ukraine and suspending a planned transfer of Patriot missiles to Riyadh in



the wake of what they call a “turning point” in Washington's relationship with the
kingdom.

Photograph: Jacquelyn Martin/AP©O Provided by The Guardian

Ro Khanna, a Democratic congressman from California who is a leading supporter of
a weapons freeze, said he believed that “at the very least” Congress would move to
halt the transfer of Patriot missiles to the kingdom, and probably pause other defense
initiatives.

Khanna is a longtime critic of Saudi Arabia and was one of the original sponsors of a
2019 measure that received bipartisan support and would have forced the US to end
military involvement in Saudi Arabia’s war in Yemen. That resolution was vetoed by
then-president Donald Trump.

In an interview with the Guardian, Khanna said tensions had reached a boiling point
that was comparable to US sentiment following the murder of the Washington Post
Jjournalist Jamal Khashoggi.

The break in the relationship followed an announcement last week that Opec+, the oil
cartel, had agreed to cut oil production by 2m barrels a day over the strong
objections of, and lobbying by, the administration of Joe Biden.

The move was seen as both a boost to Vladimir Putin and his war effort in Ukraine,
and a stunning betrayal of Saudi Arabia’s relationship with the US, just weeks after
the president had visited Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in Jeddah.

“I think President Biden is judicious and pragmatic by temperament but this was a
real slap in his face,” Khanna said. While lawmakers like him have long advocated
for a tougher response to Saudi on human rights grounds, Khanna said the Opec+
move had galvanized members across Congress.

“This is a second moment like Khashoggi’s murder. I believe it is a total
miscalculation by the Saudis,” he said, adding that there was still time for the
kingdom to change course.
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Pressed on whether Democrats were likely to move beyond rhetoric, Khanna pointed
to recent comments by his colleague Robert Menendez, a Democratic senator who as
chairman of the foreign relations committee said he was prepared to halt Saudi
weapons sales.

“At the very least, the Patriot missiles will be suspended,” he said. “The fact that
Menendez has spoken out means that at a minimum it is going to happen.”

Meanwhile, Chris Murphy, an influential Democratic senator from Connecticut, said
he believed the US ought to suspend the sale of advanced air-to-air missiles to Saudi
Arabia and repurpose these missiles to Ukraine.

“For several years, the US military had deployed Patriot missile defense batteries to
Saudi Arabia to help defend oil infrastructure against missile and drone attacks.
These advanced air and missile defense systems should be redeployed to bolster the
defenses of eastern flank NATO allies like Poland and Romania — or transferred to
our Ukrainian partners,” Murphy said in a statement.

While physically transferring existing weapons systems in Saudi Arabia to Ukraine
would not be particularly complicated logistically, experts said it could risk
accusations that the Biden administration was escalating its support for Ukraine
beyond levels that it considered appropriate, because the systems might require on-
the-ground US personnel for support.

William Hartung, a senior research fellow at the Quincy Institute, said at a minimum,
any such move to shift weapons would be met by serious debates within the White
House and Congress. At the same time, he said, Russia’s continuing assault on
Ukraine meant that “political considerations are shifting”.

Changes to planned deliveries of Patriot missiles would probably cause
“consternation” in Saudi Arabia, but changes to delivery of spare parts and
maintenance could ground large parts of the Saudi air force, he said.

Hartung said he believed the Saudis might be underestimating the impact of the
sudden break in relations with Washington, given the relationship appeared to survive
the Khashoggi murder.

In that case, however, Trump was in the White House and steadfastly loyal to the
Saudis. Hartung said he believed it was unlikely that Biden would veto a
congressional resolution aimed at the kingdom, as Trump did in 2019.

“It’s not a done deal, but the political tides are stronger against the Saudis than they
have been — possibly ever,” he said.

The Saudi foreign ministry this week rejected the criticism of its Opec+ decision and
insisted the cartel had acted with unanimity and in its own economic interest. It also
rejected any assumption that it could be forced into a policy U-turn.

“The kingdom stresses that while it strives to preserve the strength of its relations
with all friendly countries, it affirms its rejection of any dictates, actions, or efforts to
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distort its noble objectives to protect the global economy from oil market volatility, ” it
said.

Khanna hit back at that claim.
“The reality is that there is no economic case for what they are doing. This was
punitive for Americans and it is aiding Putin,” he said.

A spokesperson for the national security council said Opec’s decision last week to
“align its energy policy with Russia’s war and against Americans” underscored
Biden’s earlier call to set a “different sort of relationship” with Saudi Arabia.

“We are reviewing where we are, we’ll be watching closely over the coming weeks
and months, consulting with allies, with Congress — and decisions will be made in a
deliberate way, ” the spokesperson said.

Vladimir Putin Mobilizes 'Doomsday’ Nuclear Submarine To Mainland Europe As
Russia Desperately Tries To Take Ukraine
Radar Online

Mega© Radar Online

Viadimir Putin recently ordered the mobilization of a “doomsday” nuclear submarine
startling close to mainland Europe as Russia ramps up their efforts to take
Ukraine, RadarOnline.com has learned.

The nuclear submarine, named K-329 Belgorod and launched alongside a nuclear
drone dubbed Poseidon, was deployed earlier this month on the aging Russian
president’s orders.
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But while the “apocalyptic” nuclear weapon is still reportedly situated within
Russian waters, the K-329 Belgorod is said to have been last traced in the Barent Sea
— a territorial water dividing Russia from Norway.

"Unique characteristics of the Poseidon system will help the Navy to successfully
combat aircraft carriers and strike groups of a potential adversary in any oceanic
theatre of war and destroy shore infrastructure facilities,” said Admiral Igor
Katasonov, who serves as the chief analyst for Russia’s General Staff.

"It is a completely new type of weapon that will force Western navies to change their
planning and develop new countermeasures,” echoed H. 1. Sutton, an expert analyst
in submarines and sub-surface systems.

According to Daily Star, Putin’s newest nuclear submarine is the largest warcraft of

its kind. The Belgorod is believed to be 604 feet in length and capable of creating
“radioactive tsunamis” on the shores of targeted coastline cities.

Mega© Radar Online
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Even more startling is the fact that the Poseidon, the underwater drone that also
serves as a gigantic nuclear-capable torpedo, is capable of causing a nearly 2,000-
foot-high tsunami against enemy city targets.

As RadarOnline.com previously reported, Putin’s mobilization of the K-329 Belgorod
towards mainland Europe comes in the wake of President Joe Biden’s warning that a
nuclear way against Russia would result in a world-wide “Armageddon.”

“He's not joking when he talks about potential use of tactical nuclear weapons or
biological or chemical weapons because his military is — you might say —
significantly under-performing,” Biden said on Thursday, October 6.

“I don't think there's any such thing as the ability to easily use a tactical nuclear
weapon and not end up with Armageddon, ” the president continued. “First time since
the Cuban missile crisis, we have the threat of a nuclear weapon if in fact things
continue down the path they are going.”

Mega© Radar Online

Putin’s mobilization of the largest nuclear submarine in the world also comes shortly
after the Russian despot ordered a freight train suspected of carrying nuclear
weaponry across Russia to the borderlines of Ukraine.

Although Putin has yet to strike Ukraine, or the West, with nuclear weapons, he has
regularly threatened to do so if his war against Ukraine continues to progress in his
enemy’s favor.

Joe Biden’s economic advisor said four words about inflation that will leave you
shaking your head in disbelief
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The Bureau of Labor Statistics just released the latest Consumer Price Index.

The report showed inflation surged even higher in September.

And Joe Biden’s economic advisor said four words about inflation that will leave you
shaking your head in disbelief.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics reported on Thursday that prices rose by 8.2% year
over year.

Inflation increased by 0.4% from August to September, while “core” inflation — the
price of goods excluding food and energy — reached a new 40-year high.

With less than four weeks to go until the Midterm elections, this is obviously bad news
for President Joe Biden and Democrats.

The latest monthly figures show inflation is accelerating with no signs of slowing
down.

Polls have consistently shown for months the pathetic Biden economy and inflation
are the top issues for voters in the Midterms.

Of course, President Biden has refused to accept any responsibility for skyrocketing
inflation, blaming it on Russian President Vladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine, and
greedy American oil company executives and gas station owners.

Not only that, but the President and Democrats continue to downplay the very real
realities of the Biden recession.

White House economic advisor Brian Deese appeared on CNN Thursday to discuss
the latest inflation report with host Bianna Golodyrga.

“Brian, just telling Americans that things aren’t as bad here as they are around the
world really isn’t a reassuring statement at this point,” CNN’s Bianna Golodryga
began.

“What should Americans be prepared for in the months ahead?”

“The message the President is delivering is that you have a Presidential
administration that’s waking up every day trying to address that problem head on and
we are making progress,”’ Deese said.
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He claimed that the economy is undergoing a “remarkable” recovery thanks to Joe
Biden.

“We are making progress on energy prices,” Deese said.

“We are making progress. We just have to — we just have to stay at it.”

Deese then claimed President Biden has “policies that are going to make a difference”
and “policies that have already made a difference.”

)

Without citing any details, Deese then said “we just have to stay at the course.’

Inflation has been rising for months, as the economy experienced two consecutive
quarters of negative growth, which historically, was the definition of a recession.

But apparently, Joe Biden’s solution is to “stay the course,” which means more
inflation and more economic pain is ahead for working class Americans.
And it could also cost Democrats their majorities in the U.S. Senate and House.

Stay tuned to Conservative Underground News for any updates to this ongoing story.

The Economy is Struggling, And Democratic Constituents Are Suffering Most |
Opinion
Jim Nelles - Newsweek

The U.S. economy continues to show signs that it is in a recession and that recovery is
going to take a long, long time.
The housing market is serving as the canary in the coal mine.

Per CNBC, "total mortgage application volume fell 14.2%" in the last week of
September, compared with the previous week. Refinancing volume dropped 18
percent for the week and "was 86% lower than the same week one year ago."
Mortgage applications to purchase a home fell 13 percent and are down 37 percent
from last year.

In addition, housing prices are declining, showing the "most significant monthly
declines since the 2009 housing crash," per Black Knight Data & Analytics. Median
home prices were down almost 1 percent in August, following a 1.05 percent drop in
July. Median home prices are down 2 percent since their June peak.

Mortgage rates have more than doubled to more than 6 percent, and are likely to
climb even higher, with some forecasters predicting rates as high as 7 percent.
Unfortunately, the problems are not only in the housing market.

BY GOLDMAN SACHS

Food insecurity is on the rise in the richest nation in the world. A recent study showed
that more than 1.2 million people in the Washington D.C. region "struggled to put
food on the table" in 2021. That is one third of the population in that area, per NPR.
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According to the USDA, more than 33 million people, including five million children,
are food insecure. Interestingly, the perceived rate of food inflation grew to 22.8
percent, according to the dunnhumby Consumer Trends Tracker.

The same report showed that 55 percent of consumers report they are not getting
enough "of the food they want to eat, and 18% are not getting enough to eat.” Almost
one in three households "skipped or reduced the size of their meals in the last 12
months because there wasn't enough food."

Gas prices are displayed at a petrol station in Santa Monica, California, on
September 13, 2022. - US annual inflation slowed slightly in August, largely thanks to
falling gasoline prices -- but likely not enough to satisfy the Federal Reserve and
President Joe Biden, as high prices continue inflicting pain on Americans.APU
GOMES / AFP/GETTY IMAGES

OPEC+, the global oil cartel, agreed to cut oil production by 2 million barrels per
day, approximately 2 percent of global demand. This will drive an increase in the
price of gas. Capital Economics research group now expects global oil prices to rise
from about 393 to $100 or more per barrel, at a time when the price of gas is already
more than $6 per gallon in California.

Sadly, inflation affects the poorest Americans the most, and disproportionately
impacts people of color. "Typically, food and gasoline and housing are a bigger share
of total spending for lower-income households than for higher-income households,"”
economist Dan Sichel told NPR.

"Those with lower incomes tend to pay higher prices, even for similar items," NPR
reports.

"They may be less able to travel to cheaper stores, take advantage of seasonal
discounts, or 'get the giant package of toilet paper to stash in the basement when it is
on sale.""

A Harvard University poll found that Black Americans are "substantially more likely
than whites to report they are currently having serious financial issues problems
(55% to 38%)." Black respondents to the poll also reported higher levels of food
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insecurity and were less likely to have enough emergency savings for at least one
month of expenses.

The same study showed that Latinos are "substantially more likely than whites to
report they are currently having serious financial problems,"” to not have sufficient
emergency savings, and to have difficulty affording food or rent.

To date, the U.S. jobs market has proven to be incredibly resilient, with the
unemployment rate hovering at 3.7 percent. But cracks are starting to show.

The Federal Reserve is expecting the nation's unemployment rate to rise to 4.4
percent, however, and perhaps as high as 5 percent. That would mean up to 2.2
million newly unemployed Americans.

Again, minorities are more heavily impacted by unemployment. While the overall
unemployment rate remains low, the unemployment rate for African Americans rose
to 6 percent this year.

The number of available jobs is decreasing as well. "U.S. job openings fell by the
most in nearly 2-1/2 years in August,"” falling to 10.1 million, according to Reuters.
August's decline was the largest since April 2020, when the economy was in the midst
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

With the midterm elections just over a month away, Democrats must be worried.
"Bidenflation" is impacting their key constituents, and it is unclear what, if anything,
they can do to bring about a turnaround.

The question is, will Republicans be able to take advantage and make the case to
voters who historically vote Democrat?

**% Jim Nelles is a supply chain consultant based in Chicago, IL. He has served as a
Chief Procurement Officer, Chief Supply Chain Olfficer, and a Chief Operations
Officer for multiple companies. Jim served his country as a Naval Officer after
attending college on an NROTC scholarship. He has a BA from Northwestern
University in Economics and French as well as a Masters in Management from the JL
Kellogg Graduate School of Business.

The views expressed in this article are the writer's own.

China Has '"No Chance of Winning' Invasion of Taiwan: Official
John Feng - Newsweek

There's no winning in an invasion of Taiwan, Taipei's spy chief said on Thursday,
predicting pariah status for China if it chose to attack the neighboring island it claims
as its own.

Chen Ming-tong, who heads Taiwan's National Security Bureau, said Beijing was
"playing the same old tune" over the weekend when President Xi Jinping reaffirmed
his desire to "unify" the island—peacefully if possible, but by force if necessary.
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Xi has articulated his belief that the "Taiwan question"—its future political status—
cannot be left unresolved indefinitely. He has hinted at mid-century, the People's
Republic of China's centennial in 2049, as a potential deadline, but most subject-
matter experts believe Beijing neither has a long-term plan, nor a fixed date in mind.

"There's no chance of winning an armed attack on Taiwan," Chen said before a
committee hearing in Taiwan's parliament. "It will only bring international sanctions
against them and diplomatic isolation."

President Xi Jinping of China, bottom, is applauded by senior members of the
government and delegates before his speech to open of the 20th National Congress of
the Chinese Communist Party at the Great Hall of People on October 16, 2022, in
Beijing. Kevin Frayer/Getty Images© Kevin Frayer/Getty Images

"It would ruin their so-called great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. They would
become a sinner of the Chinese nation,"” he said in blunt remarks addressed to the
"Beijing authorities."

On Sunday, Xi opened the Chinese Communist Party's 20th National Congress, a
week-long event that is widely expected to end with his retaining power over the party
and the country for a norm-busting third five-year term.

The Chinese leader touted the party's political achievements in his decade at the helm.
He emphasized long-term targets, including his desire for China to become a leading
science and technology powerhouse.

Chen said China became the world's second-largest economy "without unifying
Taiwan." The island could also be proud of its own achievements, such as its role as a
top producer of high-end semiconductors and its growing GDP per capita—set to
overtake South Korea and Japan this year, he said.

"These were accomplished without the CCP's rule," said Taiwan's intelligence chief.
"It's clear that both sides of the Taiwan Strait should respect one another and each
develop in their own way."
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"Repeatedly threatening to use force against Taiwan will definitely make them a
sinner of the Chinese nation,” Chen said.

Beijing proposes a Hong Kong-style "one country, two systems" model to govern
Taiwan. Taipei rejects the plan, saying only the island's 23 million people can decide
its future.

At the Taiwanese legislature's Foreign and National Defense Committee, Chen was
asked about recent remarks by Secretary of State Antony Blinken, who told a Hoover
Institution event on Monday that China was "determined to pursue reunification on
a much faster timeline."

Chen said his agency was assessing multiple possibilities, to include widely cited U.S.
predictions like 2025, 2027 and 2030.

American and Taiwanese officials say armed conflict across the Taiwan Strait would
have a devastating impact on the global economy by disrupting trade routes and
cutting off key supply chains.

"They may attack Taiwan to divert domestic pressure,”" Chen told one lawmaker.
"The most likely scenario in 2023 is an attempt to force [Taiwan into] negotiations
with military coercion,” he told another legislator.

President Tsai Ing-wen's cabinet members were testifying in parliament this week to
Justify proposals to increase defense spending and other budgets next year.

On Wednesday, Taiwan's defense minister, Chiu Kuo-cheng, was also asked about
Blinken's comments. He told reporters before a committee session: "Our military has
to prepare for what happens in the next hour, or the next second."”

"They may want to postpone or bring forward [their plans]. We have our own
schedule; we are not indifferent,” Chiu said.

Later in committee, Chiu told an opposition lawmaker that indicators of an imminent
invasion would include Chinese troop movements, missile tests, expanded and closer

military drills, or relevant intelligence intercepts.

"We have not seen any of these signs," he said. "As the 20th party congress continues,
their hope is to maintain stability.”

Taipei would continue to assess all possibilities, he said.

Highly Unusual Disclosure Made Of U.S. Ballistic Missile Submarine's Presence
In Arabian Sea
Joseph Trevithick - The Drive

U. S. Central Command has taken the extremely unusual step of disclosing the
presence of a U.S. Navy Ohio class nuclear ballistic missile submarine in the Arabian
Sea. The announcement was framed as a visit by the command's top officer, U.S.
Army Gen. Michael Kurilla, to get a first-hand look at one of America's key
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capabilities operating in the region. However, it's hard not to see it as being a
message intended for potential adversaries, such as Iran or Russia, as well as

American allies and partners.

Highly Unusual Disclosure Made Of U.S. Ballistic Missile Submarine's Presence In
Arabian Sea© CENTCOM
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Arabian Sea© Provided by The Drive

U.S. Navy Vice Adm. Brad Cooper, head of U.S. Fifth Fleet and Naval Forces Central
Command (NAVCENT), joined Gen. Kurilla and members of his staff on their visit to
USS West Virginia at an undisclosed location in the Arabian Sea, according to a
press release Central Command (CENTCOM) put out earlier today. The release did
not say how Kurilla, Cooper, and the others had gotten to the submarine or when

specifically the visit occurred.
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"I was thoroughly impressed with the crew of the USS West Virginia, these sailors
represent the highest level of professionalism, expertise, and discipline across the U.S.
military,” Kurilla said in a statement. "These submarines are the crown jewel of the
nuclear triad, and the West Virginia demonstrates the flexibility, survivability,
readiness, and capability of USCENTCOM and USSTRATCOM [US Strategic
Command] forces at sea.”

Army Gen. Michael Kurilla, commander of US Central Command, looks through a
periscope during a visit aboard the Ohio class ballistic missile submarine USS West
Virginia. CENTCOM

The U.S. Navy currently has 14 Ohio class ballistic missile submarines, or SSBNs, in
service. The Ohio SSBNs were originally designed to carry up to 24 Trident nuclear-
armed submarine-launched ballistic missiles (SLBM), but this maximum loadout has
since been reduced to 20 as part of arms control agreements with Russia. The
current Trident D5 missile is a multiple independently target-able reentry vehicle, or
MIRYV, design and each one can be loaded with up to 14 nuclear warheads.

There are four more Ohio class boats in Navy service that had been converted into
guided missile submarines, or SSGNs. Though best known for their ability to carry a
maximum load of 154 Tomahawk land-attack cruise missiles, the Ohio SSGNs are
actually multi-purpose vessels that can deploy various uncrewed systems, serve as
mother-ships for special operations forces, and act as underwater intelligence fusion
centers and command posts, as you can read more about in this past War Zone
feature.

CENTCOM's official disclosure on any level of the location of an Ohio SSBN is
extremely unusual by itself. The Navy is generally tight-lipped about submarine
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activities, in general, and particularly so when it comes to the locations of ballistic
missile submarines, which form the most survivable component of America's nuclear
deterrent triad.

Beyond that, even though CENTCOM has not disclosed exactly where within the
Arabian Sea USS West Virginia was sailing when Kurilla arrived, it had to surface to
receive him and the rest of the delegation, presenting inherent risks and intelligence-
gathering vulnerabilities. When surfaced, submarines, especially large ones like the
members of the Ohio class, generally have limited maneuverability, too, which can
present varying degrees of risk.

Though a picture CENTCOM released along with the press release showing West
Virginia on the surface — seen at the top of this story — does not appear to show
anything notable, it seems more likely than not that various force protection measures
were in place during this visit.

USS Alaska pier side at Her Majesty's Naval Base Gibraltar in June 2021. William
Jardim

CENTCOM commander Army Gen. Kurilla, second from the right, and U.S. Fifth
Fleet/Naval Forces Central Command commander Navy Vice Adm. Brad Cooper,

second from the left, among others during the recent visit aboard USS West Virginia.
CENTCOM

Ohio class submarines have certainly been used to send signals in the past, but
generally, SSGNs have been used for this purpose. In January, ahead of Russia's all-
out invasion of Ukraine, the Navy took the similarly unusual step of publicizing a port
visit by the Ohio class SSGN USS Georgia to Cyprus.

In late 2020 and early 2021, Georgia had also made rare publicized trips on the
surface through the Strait of Hormuz, which links the Persian Gulf to the Arabian Sea,
at a time of particular tensions with Iran. U.S. Coast Guard patrol boat fired warning
shots at Iranian boats harassing the Georgia and its escorts during one of these
transits in May 2021, underscoring the potential risks that surfaced submarines face.


https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/5239/60-minutes-goes-inside-strategic-command-and-sees-that-the-cold-war-never-ended
https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/5239/60-minutes-goes-inside-strategic-command-and-sees-that-the-cold-war-never-ended
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/highly-unusual-disclosure-made-of-u-s-ballistic-missile-submarine-s-presence-in-arabian-sea/ar-AA13al7v?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=5e4f3d4f78f9490cbe3063cc63d6f9d2&fullscreen=true
https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/43943/navy-sends-a-message-by-publicizing-guided-missile-submarines-mediterranean-presence
https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/38326/message-to-iran-navy-sends-guided-missile-submarine-on-rare-trip-into-the-persian-gulf
https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/40535/warning-shots-fired-after-iranian-vessels-swarm-american-missile-submarine-in-strait-of-hormuz
https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/40535/warning-shots-fired-after-iranian-vessels-swarm-american-missile-submarine-in-strait-of-hormuz

There have been other instances of SSGNs appearing publicly in various places
around the world at critical moments in recent years, too, as you can read more
about here.

That all being said, it's not completely unheard of for the Navy to make
announcements about the movements of Ohio SSBNs, though it is very rare. The War
Zone noted at the time how unusual it was for the Navy to announce a visit by USS
Alaska, another Ohio SSBN, to the U.K. Royal Navy's base in Gibraltar in June 2021.

This was the first time one of these boats had sailed into port there in over two
decades and came some two months after the end of worrisome Russian
exercises around Ukraine, which many worried at the time might actually be a
prelude to an invasion.

With all this in mind, Kurilla's tour of the West Virginia definitely has significantly
different undertones than his other publicly announced visits to

Bahrain and Oman this week. The announcement that the CENTCOM commander
had traveled out to this submarine certainly comes at a time of various points of
tension between the United States and countries in the Middle East, especially Iran.

In recent weeks, Iran has more actively injected itself into the conflict in Ukraine on
the side of Russia through the delivery of uncrewed, including so-called "suicide
drones." Iranian officials have also reportedly told Reuters now that the country is
planning to sell hundreds of short-range ballistic missiles to the Russians, just as
we had predicted prior to that report.

Beyond that, Robert Malley, the U.S. government's Special Representative for Iran
and lead negotiator with that country's regime over its controversial nuclear program,
also said just on Monday that those talks appeared stalled indefinitely. The most
immediate reason for this is an ongoing violent crackdown by the Iranian

government against widespread protests, which were prompted by the death Jina
Amini (also known as Mahsa Amini) in September after her arrest in the capital
Tehran for not wearing a hijab as is required in the country.

"It's [nuclear talks] not even on the agenda. It's not a focus because there's no
movement," Malley said in an interview with CNN's Becky Anderson Monday. "At this
point, the focus is on what's happening in Iran because the talks are stalled."”

The U.S. government has other countries in the region it might want to signal its
strength and presence to, as well. This includes Saudi Arabia, an ostensible partner of
America's, but which recently helped push a decision by the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) oil cartel to cut production, which will drive
up the prices.

This action is widely seen as being beneficial to Russia, which is under crippling
Western energy-related and other sanctions over its war on Ukraine. It could also
have negative impacts for Ukraine's most prominent international partners, including
the United States and various countries in Europe, and has created a rift between
Washington and Riyadh.
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There is also a possibility that West Virginia's specific presence in the Arabian Sea
may not be as important as simply signaling that it's out there at all. While there is a
very active debate about whether or not Russian President Viadimir Putin might
actually resort to using nuclear weapons to try to change the current course of the
conflict in Ukraine, there have definitely been growing fears about this possibility in
recent weeks. Putin's own comments in this regard have not helped ease these
concerns.

While there is an equally active debate about whether or not it presents more of a risk
than a deterrent, the U.S. military does now have a stockpile of W76-2 warheads with
significantly reduced yields. The W76-2, which can only be employed via the Trident
D5 and is known to be deployed, at least on some level, was developed specifically
based on the argument that there was a need for a more flexible nuclear option to
better deter countries like Russia from launching their own limited nuclear strikes.

There is no shortage of others sources of geopolitical friction around the world that
West Virginia's unusual appearance in the Arabian Sea could be related to, as well.
The U.S. military continues to view China as its main 'pacing threat' and is now
regularly voicing concerns about the possibility of the People's Liberation Army
launching a military intervention against Taiwan before the end of the decade.

There are also growing fears that a series of provocative North Korean missile
launches and other worrisome military activity on that country's part may be building
up to a new nuclear weapons test.

Whatever the exact message or messages CENTCOM's announcement about USS
West Virginia might be intended to convey, it remains to be seen how it will be
interpreted.

No matter what, the U.S. military's very public declaration of the presence of one of
America's most devastating strike platforms in the Arabian Sea is highly unusual and
makes clear that this leg of the nuclear triad is out there and ready should it ever be
needed.

Russia Official Says No Choice But To Freeze and Starve Ukrainian Civilians
Gerrard Kaonga - Newsweek

A Russian politician has said Moscow should focus on cutting off Ukraine's electricity
supply, so its people have no access to heat, running water and refrigerated food.
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Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks during his press conference at the
Commonwealth of the Independent States (CIS) Summit, October 14, 2022 in Astana,
Kazakhstan.

State Duma Member Andrey Gurulyov said Russia should focus on cutting off
electricity to Ukraine to ensure Ukrainian civilians have no access to heat, running
water and refrigerated food.© Getty

Andrey Gurulyov, a deputy in the State Duma, made the comments during a
discussion show on Russian state TV. Konstantin Dolgov, a senator in Russia's upper
house and former commissioner for human rights, told the panel he "totally supports”
Gurulyov's stance.

A video of the discussion, posted on Twitter by Daily Beast columnist Julia Davis, has
been watched more than 400,000 times since Wednesday night.

Davis tweeted that the two lawmakers "advocate freezing, starving the Ukrainian
civilian population, forcing them into exile by making their survival otherwise
impossible."

She added: "State TV host Olga Skabeeva disingenuously claims that Russia simply
has no other choice."

Gurulyov said: "The absence of electricity means the absence of water, the absence of
refrigerators, the absence of sewer.

"One week after all electricity is cut off, the city of Kyiv will be swimming in s**%
pardon my expression. There will be a clear threat of an epidemic."

He went on to explain how Russia could cripple Ukraine, saying the military would
not need to target traditional infrastructure like train stations.

"Another relevant point that is quite serious, we don't have to strike the railway
junctions, the railroads or even the bridges. We need to knock out the control centers,
we're in the digital age.

"Data centers with servers control the railways and Ukraine's energy supply systems
as well as banking systems and a mint that prints the money.
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"These strikes that are being carried out today, I believe they are extremely effective,
our strategic operation of destroying critical infrastructure is being carried out in a
classic manner.

"Carrying out strikes, appraising the situation, analysis of the affected targets,
additional intelligence and more strikes, precisely and consistently disabling."

Gurulyov was then asked how turning off electricity and water to residential buildings
would help Russia in the long term. Another panelist pointed out that Russia was
fighting Ukraine's military, not its civilians.

He hit back: "How would they live? Let me finish, if you have no water, no sewer,
we're projecting the flood of refugees towards Western borders, correct?

"Because it's impossible to survive, there is no heating, no water, no sewers, no lights.
"You can't cook food, no place to store the food, there is no way to transport the food,
the monetary system does not work and so on and so forth. How does one live in a
country where nothing works. If there are no jobs, who will pay any one?"

Skabeeva then intervened, saying Russians were "by no means gloating" and "we love
everyone." Moscow had been driven to this and had no other options, she said. "They

want to destroy us, we're forced to react ... and we will react.”

Newsweek has contacted Russia's Ministry of Foreign Affairs for comment.

China Summons Chip Firms for Emergency Talks After US Curbs
Bloomberg News

A 12-inch wafer is displayed at the headquarters of Semiconductor Manufacturing
International Corp in Shanghai.© Bloomberg

(Bloomberg) -- China’s top technology overseer convened a series of emergency
meetings over the past week with leading semiconductor companies, seeking to assess
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the damage from the Biden administration’s sweeping chip restrictions and pledging
support for the critical sector.

The Ministry of Industry and Information Technology has summoned executives from
firms including Yangtze Memory Technologies Co. and supercomputer specialist
Dawning Information Industry Co. into closed-door meetings since Washington
unveiled measures to contain China’s technological ambitions.

MIIT officials appeared uncertain about the way forward and at times appeared to
have as many questions as answers for the chip-makers, people familiar with the
discussions said. While they refrained from hinting about counter-measures, officials
stressed the domestic IT market would provide sufficient demand for affected
companies to keep operating, the people said, asking to remain anonymous on a
sensitive issue.

Many of the participants argued US curbs collectively spell doom for their industry,
as well as China’s ambitions to un-tether its economy from American technology.
Yangtze Memory, among China’s best hopes of getting into cutting-edge chip-making,
warned the MIIT its future may be in jeopardy, according to one of the people.

Chinese semiconductor firms extended gains Thursday after Bloomberg News
reported on the potential government support. Gear-makers Naura Technology Group
Co. and ACM Research Shanghai Inc. gained about 10%, while Piotech Inc. surged
15%.

Al chip-maker Biren is a telling example of how Chinese semiconductor startups went
from stardom to crisis in a matter of days. The chip designer was eyeing a 32.7 billion
valuation and declared in August it had released the first general-purpose graphics
processing unit, “setting a new record in global computing power.”

But Biren had contracted with Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Co. to produce
its chips, using advanced 7-nanometer technology. Now TSMC may have to stop
working with the startup under Biden’s regulations, and no company in China has the
capabilities to replace it.

Biren declined to comment on the discussions but said in a statement the company
was operating normally, and it determined the curbs would have no impact on their
business after checking with lawyers. The ministry didn’t respond to a faxed request
for comment. Yangtze Memory and Dawning Information representatives didn’t
respond to requests for comment.

US firms have withdrawn employees from promising firms including top memory
maker Yangtze, while non-American suppliers such as ASML Holding NV have halted
support for local customers. Dawning Information, China’s leading builder of
supercomputers, and its unit Hygon are scrambling to find alternatives to the
American silicon they need to keep going.

Hygon spokespeople didn’t immediately reply to emails seeking comment. But the
company said in a filing last week it was evaluating the longer-term impact of the
sanctions.
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“Biden’s new chip export controls are a huge blow to the CCP’s science and
technology ambitions,” Jordan Schneider, an analyst at Rhodium Group, wrote on
Twitter, referring to the Communist Party.

1t’s unclear how Beijing will react to the new restrictions, the Biden administration’s
most aggressive yet as it tries to stop China from developing capabilities it sees as
threatening.

Xi Jinping, in a landmark address over the weekend, pledged tech self-reliance to
prevail in a battle with the US for technological supremacy -- which many took as a
sign Beijing will redouble policy and financial support for sectors such as Al and
chips. China’s leader however stopped short of directly addressing Washington’s
latest moves or outlining new aid. Officials haven't indicated whether they were
considering measures to retaliate.

Earlier this month, the US Commerce Department unveiled sweeping regulations that
limit the sale of semiconductors and chip-making equipment to Chinese customers,
striking at the foundation of the country’s efforts to build its own chip industry. The
US also added 31 organizations to its unverified list, including Yangtze Memory and
Naura, severely limiting their ability to buy hardware from abroad.

“We find the newly-announced restrictions well thought-out and plugs many
loopholes that the prior restrictions failed to cover,” Bernstein analysts led by Mark
Li wrote last week. “China won't be able to advance in semiconductor technologies
as fast as before and probably has no choice but to focus on the mature part.”

The global chip industry, which relies on China as the world’s biggest single
consumer of semiconductors, has been bracing for retaliation of some fashion from
Beijing. US firm Lam Research Corp. warned its revenue could halve in China -- a
market that yields roughly 30% of its overall business. ASML however suggested
“fairly limited” impact from the export controls.

Local firms are meanwhile counting on tangible support.

Many technology powerhouses in China rely on government-backed projects for
growth. The country’s massive wireless network construction yielded hefty profits for
Huawei Technologies Co. and ZTE Corp.

Data center construction in the less-developed western part of the country is set to
benefit an array of server makers including Sugon and Inspur Group. This year,
Beijing ordered government agencies and state firms to replace foreign personal
computers, potentially creating demand for 50 million Chinese-branded PCs,
Bloomberg News has reported.

But depending on how broadly Washington enforces the restrictions, the impact could
extend well beyond semiconductors and into industries that rely on high-end
computing, such as electric vehicles, aerospace and smartphones. Chip sector leaders
from Intel Corp. to TSMC have sold off in recent days, spooked by the growing
uncertainty at a time the world is bracing for a potential recession.
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“When Beijing is caught flat-footed, its initial reaction is always slow,” according to
a note from Fathom China. “Ministers are not authorized to make decisions on their
own, they need the big bosses to decide. And right now, the big bosses are busy with
the Party Congress.”

Cuu chii tich Ho Cam Dio b dp gidi ra khéi chd ngéi ngay trong ngay cudi dgi hji
ddng, cho ngoi ngay canh Tap Cdn Binh.
Former Chinese President Escorted Out of Communist Party Congress.

Former Chinese president Hu Jintao was removed by officials during the closing
ceremony of a Chinese Communist Party Congress session Saturday.

Hu sat next to current Chinese president Xi Jinping. Near the close of the meeting,
two stewards escorted Hu off the stage of the main auditorium of the Great Hall of the
People in Beijing, Reuters reported.

A staff member first tried to lift Hu by his arm out of the chair. Then Kong Shaoxun,
head of the party’s secretariat, approached. Hu had a brief conversation with the men
but seemed hesitant to leave.

Then two officials arrived at his chair. They were seen repeatedly trying to hoist Hu
out of his seat, while the former leader appeared distressed. Hu then placed his hand
on a document on Xi'’s folder, an effort Xi blocked by placing his own hand on the
sheet.

The individual seated on the other side of Hu, China’s top lawmaker Li Zhanshu,
handed one of the officials Hu'’s folder. He wiping his head with a cloth after Hu
complied and agreed to be carried away.

However, Hu did not willingly exit, video footage suggests. He showed signs of push-
back as he turned back to his chair. Comments were made to Xi as he left. Hu

also patted Premier Li Keqiang on the shoulder as he departed. Xi and Li nodded but
it is unclear what was said.

Chinese social media platforms attempted to suppress video of the incident, though it
was widely circulated on Twitter. Some accounts hinted to the drama on Weibo, the
Chinese equivalent of Twitter, by commenting on old posts featuring Hu, sometimes
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used as a strategy to make a point while going undetected by social media censors.
Official Chinese media has made no mention of the bizarre event.

Hu’s health has been reportedly declining since he retired in 2013. The abrupt
removal happened after the Congress had approved new members of the party’s
Central Committee.

One of the new members is Xi. He has been perceived as an authoritarian figure who
squashes competition within the governing ranks and limits the influence of older
party leaders. Xi, 69, is expected to secure a third five-year leadership term as party
general secretary, consolidating his power over the country.

https.//www.nationalreview.com/news/former-chinese-president-escorted-out-of-
communist-party-
congress/?utm_source=onesignal&utm_medium=push&utm_campaign=article

Saudi Arabia Says Its 100 Mile Skyscraper Will Have a Population of 9 Million
Victor Tangermann - Futurism

Saudi Arabia has broken ground on its gigantic and controversial 100-mile
skyscraper city called The Line, which is meant to house up to 9 million
people.© Provided by Futurism

Drawing The Line

Saudi Arabia has broken ground on its gigantic and controversial 100-mile
skyscraper city, called The Line. And judging by the astronomical scale of the
operation, it's bound to be either one of the greatest feats of modern-day engineering
— or a monumental, half-trillion-dollar failure.

The scale is immense. The Line is designed to house up to nine million

residents, CNBC reports, inside a two parallel skyscrapers some 1,640 feet high and
650 feet across. The whole development, the oil-rich country says, will run entirely on
renewable energy.

Plenty of experts have voiced their criticism since then, with architects calling it
"dystopian" pipe dream. In fact, the project is already shrouded in controversy, with
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watchdogs already reporting of human rights abuses during the first days of its
construction.

Desert Monument

The Line is one of three mammoth projects — the overarching Neom development
area will also include a mountainous travel destination for outdoor sports enthusiasts
called Trojena, and a massive floating industrial complex called Oxagon.

Related video: Saudi Arabia Got Ahead of Global Slowdown: Finance Minister
Saudi Arabia Got Ahead of Global Slowdown: Finance Minister

In short, the scale is reminiscent of other monumental construction projects, like
Egypt's pyramids — that is, if it will ever be completed.

"I want to be clear about this — Neom is a complex, bold, and highly ambitious
undertaking and is most certainly not an easy one to deliver," Antoni Vives, chief
urban planning officer at Neom, told CNBC. "But we are making strong progress, and
it’s exciting to see the vision come to life.”

Humanitarian Cost

Given Saudi Arabia's less-than-stellar human rights record, the construction of Neom
will almost certainly come at a humanitarian cost. In March, the kingdom executed 81
men, the biggest mass execution in decades, according to CNN.

Human Rights Watch is also warning that migrant workers, who will undoubtedly
work on the project, will be entirely at the mercy of their employers, and operating
outside of labor laws.

Meanwhile, foreign architecture firm executives are being offered million-dollar
salaries to work on the project.

Construction has only just begun, but given what's at stake, there's a chance Saudi
Arabia's giga project won't end up being a monument to modern society — but a
memorial, instead.

Ukraine Situation Report: Just 13% Of Russia's Iskander Ballistic Missiles Left,
Kyiv's Intel Chief Claims
Dan Parsons - The Drive

Russia is running perilously low on missiles with which to strike the interior of
Ukraine, according to Kyrylo Budanov, head of Ukraine’s Defense Intelligence
directorate.


https://www.alqst.org/en/post/death-sentences-for-men-who-refused-to-make-way-for-neom
https://www.cnn.com/style/article/saudi-arabia-the-line-city-scli-intl/index.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/25/saudi-arabia-labor-reforms-insufficient
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/foreign-executives-chalk-million-dollar-salaries-neom-report
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/foreign-executives-chalk-million-dollar-salaries-neom-report

Ukraine Situation Report: Just 13% Of Russia's Iskander Ballistic Missiles Left,
Kyiv's Intel Chief Claims© Russian MOD

In an interview with Ukrainian Pravda that has been translated into English,
Budanov said that Russia has a ready supply of Iranian “Shahed’ drones, but is
buying them in large numbers because its missile stocks are “almost exhausted."”

“About 13 percent remains for Iskanders, about 43 percent for Kalibr-PL, Kalibr-NK
missiles, and about 45 percent for Kh-101 and Kh-555 missiles,” Budanov told the
Ukrainian newspaper. “It is generally very dangerous to fall below 30 percent
because it already goes [in]to 'NZ' [reserve stocks]. ... Due to the lack of missiles and
their low efficiency and accuracy, they were forced to use Iranian drones. They use
'Shahed' en masse here.”

Budanov said Russia is ordering suicide drones from Iran "all of the time" and have
used about 330 against Ukrainian targets. Of those, 222 have been shot down, he
claims.

The Tweet below reportedly shows an Iranian-made Shahed-131 suicide drone, which
the Russians refer to as Geran-1, which was brought down somewhere in Ukraine.
The drone’s nose cone has come off, exposing what appears to be a shaped-charge
warhead.

“Others, to one degree or another, reached their goals — not always their goals,
sometimes somewhere close, but 30% of drones reach their goals,” Budanov said. “A
one-time batch delivery is about 300 units.”

Russia is now deploying its second batch of Iranian suicide drones, he said.

Ukrainian intelligence officials believe Russia has ordered at least 1,700 drones of all
types from Iran, but most of them have not yet been built, much less delivered,
Budanov said.

The details that Budanov provided could not be verified independently and should
stand as his own assertions.

Separately, CNN and The New York Times both reported today that U.S. Central
Intelligence Director William Burns traveled to Ukraine either this month.
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https://www.nytimes.com/live/2022/10/26/world/russia-ukraine-war-news?action=click&module=10us-russia-briefingirector-visited-ukraine-this-month

“While there, he reinforced the US commitment to provide support to Ukraine in its
fight against Russian aggression, including continued intelligence sharing,” an
unnamed U.S. official said, according to CNN.

Burns traveled to Kyiv "to discuss the United States’ continued intelligence
cooperation with Ukraine, and reinforce Washington’s support in the war against
Russia," an anonymous U.S. official told The Times.

The Latest

Reuters reviewed more than 1,000 pages of Russian documents found in an
abandoned command post in Balakliia, Ukraine. The records show disarray in the
Russian ranks, poorly trained and equipped troops, and widespread anxiety over the
presence of U.S.-supplied Ukrainian High Mobility Artillery Rocket

Systems (HIMARS) in the area, according to Reuters Special Correspondent Mari
Saito.

Russian troops reportedly attempted to burn sensitive documents before retreating
from the command post but were unsuccessful. The photos below show the boiler in
which Russian troops tried to incinerate intelligence before being overrun.

Russians stationed in the area where the command bunker was located were delivered
drones without operational software. In July, they learned that Ukrainian HIMARS
was in range of their positions. The launchers delivered precision strikes, the
aftermath of which was shown in the video below in September.

One of the documents recorded that the leader of a "flamethrower" company from the
Russian-occupied territory of Luhansk had eight troops with convictions that included
rape and sexual assault. In current Russian military parlance, "flamethrower"

typically refers to thermobaric weapons, such as the TOS-1A4 thermobaric multiple

rocket launch system, which you can read more about here.

There have been multiple accounts of Russia recruiting convicts for service in
Ukraine, including soliciting volunteers for the Wagner Group from inside prison.
One such member of the Wagner private military contractor group was wounded and
interrogated by Ukrainian forces, as seen in the video below. The man says that just
12 of the original 50 members of the man’s unit remained alive when the video was
shot.

As interesting and informative as first-hand accounts and videos of the conflict are to
outsiders, posting too much information online can be disastrous for troops on the
ground. The video below shows a building full of Russian-allied Chechen troops
showing off their accommodations. They show off their equipment, cheer, and even
play the piano. The footage, which includes exterior shots of the building, was enough
for Ukrainian forces to geolocate the unit’s position and hit them with HIMARS.

A large fire is raging in Shakhtarsk, in the Donbas region, some 50 kilometers behind
Russian lines. The fire appears to be burning fuel tanks, but it is unknown what
caused the blaze.


https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/ukraine-crisis-russia-base/
https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/ukraine-situation-report-u-s-sends-more-himars-to-support-offensives
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https://twitter.com/saitomri
https://twitter.com/saitomri
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According to the U.K. Ministry of Defense, Russia is blaming a rash of railway
explosions on anti-war partisans in Belarus and inside Russia. Most recently, on Oct.
24, the governor of Russia’s Belgorod region announced that a blast damaged the
main rail link between Russia and Belarus near the village of Novozybkovo,
approximately 15km from the Russia-Belarus border. The incident is part of a “wider
trend of dissident attacks against railways in Russia and Belarus,” the U.K. MoD
said in its latest assessment of the war.

“The Russia military primarily relies on rail transport for deploying forces to
Ukraine, but with a network extending to over 33,000km, largely transiting isolated
areas, the system is extremely challenging to secure against physical threats,” the
UK. MoD said.

The photos in the Tweet below reportedly show Ukrainian personnel training to use
American-supplied patrol boats. In June, the Pentagon announced that 18 patrol
boats of various types would be included in another aid package for Ukraine's armed
forces, as you can read more about here.

The pictures, which may all be of the same boat, show mounted .50 caliber M2 and
7.62x5 1mm M240 machine guns and a 40mm Mk 19 Mod 3 automatic grenade
launcher. The Tweet indicates that the individuals in the images have also received
items from the non-profit Come Back Alive foundation.

A rare Russian BMP-14AM "Basurmanin" modernized IFV was captured by the
Ukrainian army. However, we can also observe that a Ukrainian soldier is carrying
an even rarer ex-Russian TBG-7VL thermobaric RPG-7 projectile based on the PG-
7VL.

On the Ukrainian side, the video in the Tweet below shows not just a rare example of
a 9483 transporter-erector-launcher and radar (TELAR) associated with the S-300V1
surface-to-air missile system, but also of it in action.

Ukrainian forces continue to employ commercially available drones on a wide scale,
like the ones in the video below, identified as DHI Mavic 3s, to drop munitions on
Russian targets.

Intense combat footage emerged from the 4th Rapid Reaction Brigade of the
Ukrainian National Guard in action on the Eastern front. The troops are seen fighting
at close ranges with small arms, recoilless rifles, mortars, rocket-propelled grenades,
and machine guns. At one point, they are seen fighting from a position in what
appears to be a children’s playground.

TV Zvezda, the official television channel of the Russian Ministry of Defense, has
shown interesting footage, stills from which are seen in the Tweets below, of Su-34
Fullback combat jet operations at Baltimor Air Base. Baltimor is in Russia's
Voronezh region, which borders Ukraine.

One Su-34 seen in the footage has an array of red stars painted on its side, each of
which reportedly represents 10 combat sorties. This would mean that the jet has flown
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240 total combat sorties, though this apparently includes missions flown over Syria,
according to TV Zvezda.

Kh-29T TV-guided air-to-surface missiles, as well as R-73 heat-seeking short-range
air-to-air missiles, are seen in the clips, too.
https.//twitter.com/GuyPlopsky/status/1585208747127091201?s=20&t=mE9_FSID?2
03gXWBI90F _GMA
https.//twitter.com/GuyPlopsky/status/15852109750910443532s=20&t=mE9_FSID?2
03gXWBI0OF _GMA

The Polish Senate, the upper house of the country's Parliament, adopted a resolution
today declaring the Russian government to be running a "terrorist state.” The
resolution included examples of credible reports of Russian war crimes and crimes
against humanity, including torture, forced deportations of civilians, deliberate
targeting of civilian areas, and more.
https://twitter.com/DefenceU/status/1585294430562418688
https.//twitter.com/Kyivindependent/status/1585290759451951104

As Russian officials continue to claim, without evidence, that Ukraine is planning to
detonate a dirty bomb on its own soil, NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said
today that NATO allies “reject this transparently false allegation.” You can read
more about these evidenceless accusations here.

“Russia often accuses others of what they intend to do themselves,” he said. “We
have seen this pattern before. From Syria to Ukraine. Russia must not use false
pretexts for further escalation. The world is watching closely."”

Meanwhile, Russia’s ambassador to the U.K., Andrey Kelin, told CNN that “it is out
of the question” that Russian President Vladimir Putin would order nuclear weapons
deployed in Ukraine.

Hardline Russian television presenter Vladimir Solovyov, a frequent commentator on
the war in Ukraine, which he actively supports, has made new statements framing the
conflict as an existential issue for Russia. He also called for a full mobilization in
Russia, to include its economy, as well as its armed forces, to help turn the tide of the
war.

hitps://twitter.com/JuliaDavisNews/status/1585315793889538049
https://twitter.com/SamRamani2/status/15852512405982003202s=20&t=FelMEZxDf
[AxCFRtpDssrA

In Moscow, Russia’s Federal Protective Service, or FSO, has launched an exercise
overnight. The drill turned heads on social media since the FSO is charged with
protecting senior government officials, including President Viadimir Putin, from
terrorist attacks and other major contingencies.

However, there are no indications one way or another that this was primarily a
"counter-coup" exercise as some have speculated. The FSO appears to have quietly
announced that the drills were coming on Monday, saying in a statement that they
would ostensibly focus on training related to "suppressing terrorist threats,
extinguishing fires, providing emergency medical care, and detaining offenders."”
https.//twitter.com/igorsushko/status/1585360341726547968



https://weaponsystems.net/system/187-Vympel Kh-29
https://twitter.com/GuyPlopsky/status/1585208747127091201?s=20&t=mE9_FSID2O3gXWB90F_GMA
https://twitter.com/GuyPlopsky/status/1585208747127091201?s=20&t=mE9_FSID2O3gXWB90F_GMA
https://twitter.com/GuyPlopsky/status/1585210975091044353?s=20&t=mE9_FSID2O3gXWB90F_GMA
https://twitter.com/GuyPlopsky/status/1585210975091044353?s=20&t=mE9_FSID2O3gXWB90F_GMA
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/polish-senate-recognizes-russia-terrorist-172625745.html
https://twitter.com/DefenceU/status/1585294430562418688
https://twitter.com/KyivIndependent/status/1585290759451951104
https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/russian-media-floats-batshit-fake-iskander-missile-dirty-bomb-theory
https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/this-is-what-mobilization-that-russians-keep-talking-about-actually-means
https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/this-is-what-mobilization-that-russians-keep-talking-about-actually-means
https://twitter.com/JuliaDavisNews/status/1585315793889538049
https://twitter.com/SamRamani2/status/1585251240598200320?s=20&t=FeIMEZxDflAxCFRtpDssrA
https://twitter.com/SamRamani2/status/1585251240598200320?s=20&t=FeIMEZxDflAxCFRtpDssrA
https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/20683/putin-arrives-at-fourth-inauguration-in-new-russian-made-armored-limousine
https://oopstop.com/scheduled-exercises-of-the-fso-will-be-held-in-moscow-from-25-to-27-october/
https://twitter.com/igorsushko/status/1585360341726547968

https://twitter.com/Tendar/status/1585384961917747200

We will continue to update this post until we state otherwise.

Russia's 'disposable soldiers’ fighting for Bakhmut
AFP

With Russian artillery exploding around him, a Ukrainian soldier takes shelter in a
tunnel and recounts the scene at the front line in Bakhmut, just a kilometre away.

A destroyed tank gun near the recently recaptured Ukrainian village on October 26,
2022© Dimitar DILKOFF

A Ukrainian soldier holds his assault rifle in the town of Bakhmut on October 23,
2022© Dimitar DILKOFF


https://twitter.com/Tendar/status/1585384961917747200
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"It's horror over there. The ground is black like asphalt. Everything is destroyed," 38-
year-old serviceman Yevgen told AFP.
"There are bodies everywhere".

The eastern Ukraine town, known for its salt mines and vineyards, has been under

attack for months by Russian forces, who are mostly on the defensive in other regions
across Ukraine.

A fire burning through a structure after shelling in the town of Bakhmut on October
23, 2022© Dimitar DILKOFF

A driving force behind the offensive is the Wagner mercenary group, say war
observers and Ukraine troops.

The shadowy force was founded by Kremlin-linked businessman Yevgeny Prigozhin.
The 61-year-old has taken an increasingly prominent role in Russia's invasion of
Ukraine -- leading some to question if he might harbour personal political ambitions.

Ukrainian officials say Prigozhin has been sending thousands of soldiers recruited in
Russian prisons to the front line, with the promise of a salary and an amnesty.

Several Ukrainian soldiers in Bakhmut told AFP these alleged ex-convicts are used as
a type of "human bait".

"It starts at around 6:00 pm, when it's getting dark," said Anton, a 50-year-old
Ukrainian soldier from the 93th brigade who was resting after an injury.

"These soldiers -- with no experience -- are sent towards our guns and stay there for a
few minutes," Anton, nickname "Polyak", told AFP.

He estimated seven or eight were sent every night.
"Their job is to advance towards us, forcing us to fire on them, to reveal our
positions," said Sergiy, a major in the 53rd brigade.
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"After that, they fire artillery or send more experienced commandos towards our
positions."”

- 'Number of your prison’' -

Most of these fighters -- dubbed "disposable soldiers" by the Ukrainians -- are killed,
they said. Some are wounded and captured.

Abandoned Russian base holds secrets of retreat in Ukraine

Sergiy said he found one alive one morning.

In a video he said he took and showed to AFP later on the same day, a Russian
captive is seen lying on the ground in a room, his right arm and left leg injured, being
interrogated by the major.

"What is the number of your prison?" the major is heard asking in the video.
"Kopeika", the man says, giving the nickname of a prison in Voronezh in western
Russia.

The Russian mercenary then says he joined Wagner one month earlier and received
training in three different places, including a Russian-occupied area in eastern
Ukraine.

The man is heard saying that all his fellow fighters were ex-inmates recruited by
Wagner.

AFP could not independently confirm the contents of the video.

- 'Getting you out of here' -

The mercenary group emerged in 2014 in Ukraine and is suspected by the West of
doing the Kremlin's dirty work in countries like Syria and the Central African
Republic -- a charge that Russia has always denied.

Apart from prison recruits, the private company also employs hardened mercenaries
and professional soldiers, who work for Wagner because they are better equipped and
better paid than in the regular Russian army.

Prigozhin only last month put an end to years of rumour and acknowledged he
founded Wagner.

A few days earlier, a video had emerged in which a figure strongly resembling
Prigozhin was seen recruiting prisoners from a Russian jail to send them to fight in
Ukraine.

"I'm getting you out of here alive. But [ won't always get you back alive,"” the figure is
heard telling a crowd of detainees.

Prigozhin's company Concord did not confirm or deny whether he was the man in the
video.

- 'Pyrrhic victory' -

Experts say recruiting prisoners is a sign of weakness by Moscow, following
battlefield setbacks and the huge controversy surrounding the drafting of some
300,000 Russian citizens.

According to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, Prigozhin may have recruited
up to 2,000 former prisoners to fight.



The other question for experts is why the mercenary boss would fight so hard for a
city with little strategic value.

"The Russians are exhausting themselves without managing to surround or destroy
enemy positions," said Mykola Bielieskov from Ukraine's National Institute for
Strategic Studies.

Retired Ukrainian colonel Sergei Grabsky said that "technically, Russia can capture
Bakhmut -- but not in the near future" and it would be a "Pyrrhic victory" because of
the heavy losses.

The experts point to a possible political value for Prigozhin in presenting himself as
more effective than Russia's generals.

"Russian troops are on the defensive and he is showing himself as being on the
offensive.

"That is his main interest -- to transform this battle into political influence and
therefore money," Bielieskov said.

For Nestor, a soldier from the 53rd brigade, Prigozhin is living up to his nickname as
"Putin's chef" because his company provides the catering for Kremlin kitchens.

"He is turning 1,000, 2,000, 3,000 soldiers into cannon fodder," the soldier said.



