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Royal Expert Says Prince Harry’s Memoir Title Reveals His ‘Deep Shame’ and Is
‘Desperately Sad’
Wendy Michaels - Showbiz CheatSheet

A royal expert believes Prince Harry’s memoir title is “desperately sad” and reveals
how the Duke of Sussex really feels about himself. Harry’s book, titled simply Spare,
will be released on Jan. 10.

Meghan Markle and Prince Harry | Chris Jackson – Pool/Getty Images© Provided by
Showbiz CheatSheet

Expert calls Prince Harry’s new memoir title ‘desperately sad’
When the title of Prince Harry’s book was revealed, royal expert Angela Levin took
to Twitter to share her thoughts, calling it “desperately sad.”
“Spare, the title of Harry’s book is desperately sad. Is that what he still thinks of
himself?” she tweeted.

“After all the therapy, a wife he worships and freedom he longed for, he is still full of
resentment and out to get his own back. You can see it in his eyes on the cover,” Levin
added.

Prince Harry’s memoir title reveals ‘deep shame,’ expert says
Levin spoke with The Sun about the book title, sharing her interpretation that Harry
feels “great deep shame” as his memoir references the saying “the heir and the spare”
in regards to Prince William as future king.
“It tells you what he thinks about himself with some great deep shame that somehow
he didn’t feel he was better than that,” Levin explained. “Diana did her absolute best
that he wouldn’t feel like that. She tried to tell him there were more options, more
things would be open to him.”
Levin added, “He’s got freedom. But obviously that hasn’t worked.”
Expert calls Harry’s memoir ‘nasty’ and ‘cruel’ to the royal family
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The publisher, Penguin Random House, said Harry’s memoir will reveal “unflinching
honesty.”

The publisher noted, “For Harry, this is his story at last. With its raw, unflinching
honesty, Spare is a landmark publication full of insight, revelation, self-examination
and hard-won wisdom about the eternal power of love over grief.”

Levin called the potential content “nasty” for the royal family, adding, “I think it’s
cruel. That’s the answer to should you trust him. Prince Charles loves Harry very,
very much.”

She continued, “Prince William and Harry were very, very close. Harry told me that
they have had unique experiences that nobody else would have had.”
Levin explained, “One is losing their mother when they were very young. Then
thousands of people were watching them and grieving when they had never met or
even spoken to his mother.”

She added, “Those two things together made them very close. William looked after
him a lot. He was a very nice older brother.”

According to Levin, “Harry has not been very nice in recent years. I think [publishing
a tell-all book while] knowing his family won’t sue and they won’t answer back… it’s
a one-way nastiness.”

Another expert makes jab about the book’s title
Royal editor Robert Jobson weighed in on Harry’s memoir as well, telling
Australia’s Sunrise his thoughts about the title.

“It seems he has got a bit of a chip on his shoulder about it,” Jobson said. “I’m
surprised it is the title. Maybe he should put ‘Despair’ in front of it.”

He added, “It sounds like it’s going to be pretty desperate.”

Body Language Expert and Voice Analyst Says Meghan Markle’s Podcasts Are
‘Engineered to Reveal Some New Detail About Her’
Michelle Kapusta - Showbiz CheatSheet

Meghan Markle‘s first new podcast episode on Spotify was released just weeks
before Queen Elizabeth II’s death. The Duchess of Sussex stayed in the U.K. through
the mourning period before returning to California and recording new episodes
of Archetypes.

Since then, the former Suits star has been dropping tidbits about herself and now a
leading body language expert and voice analyst is claiming that all her episodes are
“engineered” to do that.
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Meghan Markle onstage to introduce Prince Harry at the Opening Ceremony of the
Invictus Games | Max Mumby/Indigo/Getty Images© Provided by Showbiz

CheatSheet

What is ‘Archetypes with Meghan’ about?
The inaugural episode of Meghan’s Archetypes dropped on Aug. 23.
For anyone unsure of what her podcast is about the duchess explained: “We dissect,
explore, and subvert the labels that try to hold women back. I’ll have conversations
with women who know all too well how these typecasts shape our narratives. And I’ll
talk to historians to understand how we even got here in the first place.”
Expert claims Meghan’s ‘reveals’ are ‘engineered’

How Meghan Markle Turned Into A Feminist Icon... At The Age Of 11!
Judi James is a body language expert, author, and voice analyst who spoke to Express
about Meghan’s podcasts and how she believes each episode is “engineered to reveal”
something new about the duchess.

According to James: “Meghan’s life story seems to be dropped in many parts each
week on her podcasts. Each one that comes out seems engineered to reveal some new
detail or fact of her life and it is those ‘reveals’ that seem to hit the headlines even
more than the points she is discussing. They also seem to promote the feeling that we
are being invited to get to know her piece-by-piece, like a huge jigsaw puzzle.”
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Screengrab of Meghan Markle on ‘Good Morning America’ | ABC News/Frame Grab
via Getty Images© Provided by Showbiz CheatSheet

James continued: “With this podcast we get three key Meghan reveals or glimpses,
although these ones are much lighter on the tears and sadness over her own suffering
and pain and either more upbeat and positive or more suitable for the gossip
mags. With a theme of the trope of the ‘Angry Black Woman’ Meghan tells us with
noises and laughter of delight that she has discovered that she is ‘43 percent
Nigerian.’”

The expert added: “As well as this reveal we get a more domestic one of her life with
Harry when she says she took a book home from a party ‘in my purse’ and read it in
bed with Harry. This is possibly the first time a U.K. audience has ever been given
any glimpse of any royal and their bedtime habits since Michael Fagin broke into the
late queen’s bed chamber.”

Analyst discusses ‘break’ heard in the recording
James also pointed out that a “break” can be heard in the ‘Angry Black Woman’
episode’s recording, and that contains a reveal as well noting: “There is also a
‘break’ in the recording where we are allowed to hear Meghan and her guests
chatting as though off-mic and she reveals that she stopped drinking coffee while she
was in the U.K.”

*** Read the original article from Showbiz Cheat Sheet

China Is Reportedly Recruiting Western Pilots to Beef Up Its Aircraft Carrier Tactics
Kyle Mizokami - Popular Mechanic

There are new reports of American and French ex-military pilots working in China.
The reports follow an investigation into British ex-military pilots reportedly working
in China as advisers to the People’s Liberation Army.

The pay is lucrative, but is the Chinese military getting its money’s worth?
A scandal involving British ex-military pilots widened this week with reports that at
least one American and several French ex-military pilots were also working for the
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Chinese military. The pilots are allegedly paid hefty contracts to train active-duty
Chinese Air Force pilots in Western tactics. Whether or not China’s investment will
pay off in the long term, however, remains to be seen.

Who Did China Recruit?

Royal Air Force Typhoon FGR4 taking off.© Loop Images - Getty Images

Last week, Popular Mechanics reported that 30 ex-British military pilots—including
those from the Royal Air Force (RAF) and possibly the Royal Navy and British
Army—were working in China as consultants to the People’s Liberation Army.

Mostly in their fifties, the pilots are predominantly “fast jet” pilots, veterans of
aircraft such as the RAF’s Eurofighter Typhoon. They are paid a salary of
approximately $271,000, easily double an airline pilot’s salary, and in return, they
are teaching the People’s Liberation Army Air Force Western flying tactics.

✈︎Don’t miss any of our best-in-class military and defense news. Join our squad
with Pop Mech Pro.

Now, new reports have emerged that ex-French military pilots are also working in
China, lured by the high pay. The French newspaper Le Figaro reports that China is
targeting French pilots because France is one of the few countries that operates an
aircraft carrier fitted with catapults and arresting gear for takeoffs and landings.

Although China’s two operational aircraft carriers, Liaoning and Shandong, use ski
ramps instead of catapults, Beijing’s third carrier, Fujian, will use catapults. In other
words, China is renting foreign expertise in taking off and landing from
modern aircraft carriers.

In yet another report, authorities arrested a U.S. Marine veteran in Australia last
week on behalf of the FBI. Daniel Edmund Duggan, a former AV-8B Harrier jump jet
pilot, had reportedly worked for the Chinese military, living in Qingdao.
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According to Reuters, Duggan had been an air combat instructor in the Marine
Corps, and per his LinkedIn profile, he had been working in Qingdao, China, as the
managing director of AVIBIZ Limited since 2017. Qingdao is the headquarters of
China’s Northern Sea Fleet and the home port of the aircraft carrier Liaoning,
considered the Chinese Navy’s training carrier.

Why Is China Interested in Western Pilots?

AV-8B Harrier jump jets sit on the deck of the USS Kearsarge, at the seaport of
Klaipeda, Lithuania, on August 22, 2022.© PETRAS MALUKAS - Getty Images.

The pattern of Chinese recruiting concentrates on two key areas: how Western air
forces fight and how they train—particularly carrier operations. Liaoning, China’s
first carrier, was only commissioned in 2012, and Chinese carrier-based aviation is
still in its infancy.

The world of carrier aviation is dangerous and unforgiving, and is hard even for the
mighty U.S. Navy, which has been at it for 100 years. China’s pilots and flight deck
crews probably need all the help they can get.

Insights into how Western pilots fight is another area of interest. Western air forces
often train with one another to disseminate newly discovered aerial tactics and
provide new challenges for their pilots. China cannot learn how Western air forces fly
by training with them, as most are—to put it mildly—skeptical of China and of
providing Beijing with any type of military benefit.
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A J-11BS fighter jet of the People’s Liberation Army Air Force (PLAAF) performs in
the sky during Changchun Air Show on August 26, 2022 in Changchun, Jilin

Province.© VCG - Getty Images

One thing that China does not need Western help with is improving Chinese tactics.
Like all totalitarian countries, China’s air forces (the People’s Liberation Army Air
Force and People’s Liberation Army Navy Air Force) exercise strict control from the
top down, with formations of planes typically taking orders from a ground control
station or airborne command post.

The PLA, like the Chinese Communist Party that it serves, prefers a high level of
control exercised at the top with little room for initiative at lower levels. This is
unlikely to change anytime soon, so knowledge of Western tactics is not useful beyond
knowing how a hypothetical enemy will fight.

What Will Chinese Air Forces Gain by Renting Western Pilots?
China’s carrier force might glean some benefit from working with Western ex-carrier
pilots, as new techniques—particularly safety techniques—are worked into China’s
procedures.

But even 50 RAF pilots, plus an unknown number of American, French, and possibly
Australian and Canadian pilots, are not likely to move the needle much.

It’s unlikely that any of these pilots have hands-on experience with fifth-generation
fighters like the F-22 Raptor and F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, which are gradually
replacing older jets. These fifth-generation planes have a totally different fighting
style that largely consists of using stealth to hide and then ambush adversaries,
making older styles obsolete.

If anything, it might demonstrate to Chinese pilots how inferior their system of aerial
combat is.
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Ukraine Says Abandoned Russian Tanks Have More Than Doubled Their
Firepower
Isabel van Brugen - Newsweek

Ukraine says tanks and equipment abandoned by Russian troops during
counteroffensives conducted by Kyiv have more than doubled their firepower.

This photograph taken on September 30, 2022 shows abandoned Russian tank in the
recently retaken area near Kharkiv.© YASUYOSHI CHIBA/AFP/Getty Images

The press service of the National Guard of Ukraine said on Friday that ammunition,
tanks and equipment left behind by Russian forces are helping Ukrainian troops to
effectively carry out a counteroffensive in the southern Kherson region.

"The [fire]power [of the National Guard] has increased at least twice," National
Guard fighter Yurii Tarasov was quoted as saying. "Their [equipment] feasibility is
great, because due to the rains, offensive actions can only be carried out if you have
'goosenecks' [caterpillar tracks on military vehicles]," he said.

Ukrainian Forces Defend Donetsk As Putin Dismisses Need For Nukes
Tasarov said Russian troops have left behind modern equipment in good condition.

"The newest example is the T-80 tank, the BMP-3 is also in full working condition,
[made in] 2021, even with the documentation—they left everything at our disposal,"
he said. "It's good that we have stupid neighbors who left the equipment in such
condition."

The National Guard said this abandoned Russian equipment was "honestly seized,"
and that there is so much of it that a group had to be created to transport it from the
liberated territories.

Last month, the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) shared photos that showed
examples of the huge arsenals of ammunition and equipment left behind by Russian
troops as they retreated amid a Ukrainian counteroffensive.

https://www.msn.com/en-us/lifestyle/lifestyle-buzz/royal-expert-says-prince-harry-s-memoir-title-reveals-his-deep-shame-and-is-desperately-sad/ar-AA13vqjj?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=29e15472a17f4109a50aa41f0997518e%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/lifestyle/lifestyle-buzz/body-language-expert-and-voice-analyst-says-meghan-markle-s-podcasts-are-engineered-to-reveal-some-new-detail-about-her/ar-AA13q6g2?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=29e15472a17f4109a50aa41f0997518e%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/lifestyle/lifestyle-buzz/body-language-expert-and-voice-analyst-says-meghan-markle-s-podcasts-are-engineered-to-reveal-some-new-detail-about-her/ar-AA13q6g2?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=29e15472a17f4109a50aa41f0997518e%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/china-is-reportedly-recruiting-western-pilots-to-beef-up-its-aircraft-carrier-tactics/ar-AA13uBvL?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=29e15472a17f4109a50aa41f0997518e%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/china-is-reportedly-recruiting-western-pilots-to-beef-up-its-aircraft-carrier-tactics/ar-AA13uBvL?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=29e15472a17f4109a50aa41f0997518e%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/china-is-reportedly-recruiting-western-pilots-to-beef-up-its-aircraft-carrier-tactics/ar-AA13uBvL?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=29e15472a17f4109a50aa41f0997518e%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/ukraine-says-abandoned-russian-tanks-have-more-than-doubled-their-firepower/ar-AA13udTy?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=29e15472a17f4109a50aa41f0997518e&fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/ukraine-says-abandoned-russian-tanks-have-more-than-doubled-their-firepower/ar-AA13udTy?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=29e15472a17f4109a50aa41f0997518e%26fullscreen=true
https://www.newsweek.com/russians-leave-ammunition-tanks-retreating-kharkiv-photo-1742120


The images, published by the SBU's press service on Telegram and Twitter, show an
abandoned vehicle and what appears to be boxes of ammunition and equipment in an
unsupervised storage space in Izyum, in Ukraine's southern Kharkiv region.

"Russian invaders, under pressure from Ukrainian soldiers, are fleeing in such a way
that they are leaving behind entire arsenals of ammunition," the SBU said.
"We know what to do with them and we will definitely use them for their intended
purpose—against the enemy."

Anton Gerashchenko, an adviser at the Ukrainian Ministry of Internal Affairs,
also said on September 11 that Russian soldiers had fled so rapidly amid Kyiv's
counteroffensive in the region that they were leaving behind "half of their equipment."
Gerashchenko shared a video on Twitter that he said shows an abandoned Russian
tank in Izyum.

"Today our military accepted first lend lease supplies from Russia in Izyum (that's a
joke, of course. I will mark my jokes for some time now)," he wrote.
"Russian soldiers fled so fast they left half of their equipment."

Footage taken in Kharkiv by a U.S. volunteer, and shared with Newsweek last month,
also showed Russian tanks abandoned in the region.

Ukrainian efforts are now concentrated in the southern Kherson region, which was
seized by Russian forces in the early days of the war. Kyiv has taken back settlements
along the western bank of the Dnieper River since early September.

Impact of Wet Weather
Ukraine's defense minister has said wet weather and the terrain is complicating its
southern offensive.
"First of all, the south of Ukraine is an agricultural region, and we have a lot of
irrigation and water supply channels, and the Russians use them like trenches,"
Oleksii Reznikov told a press briefing on Wednesday.
"It's more convenient for them."

"The second reason is weather conditions. This is the rainy season, and it's very
difficult to use fighting carrier vehicles with wheels," he added. "The counteroffensive
campaign in the Kherson direction is more difficult than in the Kharkiv direction."

Newsweek has contacted Russian authorities for comment.

Drones shot down in Ukraine are stuffed with US components available online
Joe Barnes - The Telegraph
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Iran is circumventing sanctions by stuffing its drones being used by Russia with
American technology available on the web, the Telegraph can disclose.

The drones, especially the Shahed-136, have become key weapons in Russia’s arsenal
- Reuters© Reuters

Confidential intelligence reports have highlighted the crude nature of the Shahed-136
kamikaze and Mohajer-6 surveillance drones being used by Russian forces in Ukraine.
It emerged as a Ukrainian Air Force spokesman on Friday said more than 300
Iranian unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) had been shot down by Ukraine since their
introduction to the battlefield a little over a month ago.

The drones, especially the Shahed-136, have become key weapons in Russia’s arsenal
and have often been used to strike critical energy infrastructure.
The single-use drones loiter over their target before crashing into it with a 50kg
warhead.

After an examination of a downed kamikaze drone, Ukrainian experts from the
country’s security services concluded the machine uses a similar flight control and
targeting system to DJI drones which are manufactured by US chipmaker Texas
Instruments.

Its GPS system was said to contain parts from Hemisphere, a US tech firm that
designs and manufactures positioning products for use in agriculture, construction
and mining.

Weapons payload of 100kg
Its fuel pump and associated valves originated from Poland, while the engine was
available to purchase from Chinese giant Alibaba’s e-commerce site AliExpress.
In a separate examination of the Iranian Mohajer-6 reconnaissance and strike drone,
which was downed over the Black Sea last month, Ukrainian experts found a similar
number of household components.

It is produced predominantly for surveillance but can carry a weapons payload of
some 100kg and has a flight range of 200km.
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Investigations of a Mohajer-6 drone discovered parts from Japan, the US, Canada
and the Netherlands - Reuters© Provided by The Telegraph

Hardware produced by Japan’s Sony, Panasonic and Fujitsu, as well as lesser known
firms from the US, Canada, and the Netherlands, were found in the machine.

A solitary chip that is part of the drone’s power unit was produced by Ukraine tech
firm Radiorele, according to the intelligence dossier.
Many of the internal components, it was noted, were produced for use in household
items and not military hardware.

Cover traces using English inscriptions
Iran has denied supplying drones to Russian forces, but it is believed both UAVs are
produced by Iranian Aircraft Industrial Company.
Engineers have attempted to cover their traces by using English inscriptions with
grammatical errors on the insides of the machines, according to Ukrainian
intelligence.

Harsh sanctions on Iran means its engineers are forced to use household technologies
to build military-grade machines.
Ukrainian officials are working with counterparts from G7 countries to prevent
Tehran from acquiring dual-use components in the future.

Use of drones ‘appalling’
Meanwhile US Secretary of State Antony Blinken called the use of the drones
“appalling” and vowed to crackdown on their use.
“Canada and the United States will keep working with our allies and partners to
expose, to deter, and to counter Iran’s provision of these weapons,” he said.

Israel, which has remained cautious about its involvement in the war between Russia
and Ukraine, has promised to present Washington with evidence that the Iranian-
made drones are being used against Kyiv.
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Western officials believe Russia has sought out the Iranian drones to plug gaps in its
depleted arsenal of long-range, precision weapons.

The Air Force plans to replace its F-15 force in Japan with more modern fighter
jets
Nicholas Slayton - Task & Purpose

Starting in November, the U.S. Air Force is phasing out its aging F-15C and F-15D
fighter jets from Kadena Air Base in Japan. The Air Force intends to put more
modern fighter planes in the region, starting with a rotational force, although what
the permanent replacement will be is unclear.

An F-15C assigned to the 44th Fighter Squadron. (U.S. Air Force)© Provided by
Task & Purpose

The Financial Times first reported on the plan, citing multiple sources. Kadena Air
Base confirmed the news, saying that it intends to keep its forces fully operational by
deploying “newer and more advanced aircraft to backfill the F-15s as they retire.”
According to the Financial Times, F-22s currently in Alaska will be deployed to the
base on Okinawa to start.

The Department of Defense will “use the Global Force Management process to
provide backfill solutions that maintain regional deterrence and bolster our ability to
uphold our treaty obligations to Japan,” the base said in its statement on the news.
According to the Financial Times, the Air Force intends to make sure there are no
gaps between the rotations, to maintain operational readiness.

At least 48 F-15s are stationed on the base, assigned to the 44th and 67th fighter
squadrons of the Air Force’s 18th Wing. Kadena Air Base is the only overseas
deployment of the single-seat F-15C and two-seat F-15D fighter jets.

The two squadrons account for nearly half of the Air Force’s fighter deployment in
Japan, with two squadrons of F-16s deployed to the Misawa Air Base elsewhere in
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the country. Right now the F-15s appear to be the only aircraft at Kadena Air Base
set to be replaced.

The Air Force says it will take two years to get the planes out of Okinawa and back to
the United States, the Air Force says the overall shift will take two years.

The F-15C has been in service for more than three decades. The Air Force has been
looking to retire dozens of F-15Cs and F-15Ds as it looks to modernize its fighter
deployments.

The idea is to update the fighter force in the Pacific amid a wider shift in strategic
focus to the Indo-Pacific Region. The United States and allied militaries have been
conducting multiple exercises around the potential threat of a war with China.

Right now it’s not clear what planes will permanently replace the F-15Cs currently in
Okinawa. Gen. Kenneth Wilbasch, head of the U.S. Pacific Air Forces, had previously
said in March that new F-15EX fighters could replace the aging jets at Kadena Air
Base.

“While the DOD has not made a decision on the long-term solution, all of the
proposals under consideration include advanced capabilities that are superior to the
F-15 C/D,” a statement from Kadena Air Base said.

The Russian Black Sea Fleet May Have Lost Another Flagship
David Axe - Forbes

The Ukrainian navy for months has been hunting the Russian navy frigate Admiral
Makarov. It seems the Ukrainians finally got a shot at the 409-foot, missile-armed
vessel in her home port of Sevastopol, in Russian-occupied Crimea.

'Admiral Makarov.' Wiki-media Commons© Provided by Forbes

The Ukrainian government on Saturday released dramatic videos apparently
depicting a successful nighttime strike on Makarov or her sister ship Admiral
Essen by at least one unmanned surface vessel.
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The speedboat-size USV, possibly packing hundreds of pounds of explosives, dodged
Russian helicopters and small boats and drove directly at the frigate, approaching to
within a few feet before the video feed went dead.

There aren’t yet any photos or videos circulating online that can confirm whether the
frigate suffered any damage. In the best case, her crew blew up the drone boat before
the drone boat blew up them. In the worst case, Makarov or Essen suffered the kind of
waterline damage that quickly can sink a ship. To say nothing of any fires that might
have resulted from the blast.

The daring robotic raid is history repeating itself. Makarov became the flagship of the
depleted Russian Black Sea Fleet in April after Ukrainian unmanned aerial vehicles
and shore-based missile crews worked together to sink the previous flagship, the 612-
foot cruiser Moskva.

Even if Makarov remains afloat—and that’s a distinct possibility—the Ukrainians still
can count the nighttime strike as a win. There are reports of other Black Sea Fleet
ships suffering damage in the raid. And to avoid future USV attacks, the Russians
either will have to devote significantly more resources to protecting Sevastopol, or
pull the Black Sea Fleet’s three dozen or so surviving vessels from Crimea.

The Ukrainian navy has been shockingly successful, considering it no longer has any
big ships. In the early hours of the initial Russian bombardment on Feb. 23, the crew
of Hetman Sahaidachny, the Ukrainian navy’s flagship and only large surface
combatant, scuttled the frigate at its moorings in Odesa, Ukraine’s strategic port on
the western Black Sea.

For the first two months of Russia’s wider war on Ukraine, the Russians dominated
the Black Sea. Sailing and flying with impunity, they captured tiny Snake Island, 80
miles south of Odesa, and—using the island plus some gas platforms they’d captured
from Ukraine as bases for air-defenses and surveillance gear—enforced a blockade of
Odesa that effectively cut off Ukraine’s vital grain exports.

The Black Sea Fleet was poised to attempt an amphibious landing around Odesa.
Capturing the port would complete Russia’s conquest of Ukraine’s Black Sea coast
and cut off the country from the sea, permanently strangling its economy.

Russian forces meanwhile captured or scattered the rest of the Ukrainian navy’s ships,
including one landing ship and a clutch of armored patrol boats. When the
Ukrainians struck back, they did so with land-based missiles, UAVs and USVs.

The tide began to turn on March 23, when a Ukrainian Tochka ballistic missile hit the
Black Sea Fleet landing ship Saratov while she was pier-side in the occupied port of
Berdyansk. The explosion sank Saratov, damaged at least one other landing ship and
underscored the danger Russian ships might face in a direct assault on Odesa.

Then, on April 13, a Ukrainian navy anti-ship battery put two Neptune missiles into
the side of the Russian cruiser Moskva, eventually sinking the 612-foot vessel.
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In a single strike, the Ukrainians deprived the Black Sea Fleet of its main air-defense
ship with her S-300 long-range surface-to-air missiles.

Desperate to preserve their surviving large warships—in particular, the two Admiral
Grigorovich-class frigates including Makarov—fleet commanders pulled back the
bigger ships 80 miles from the Ukrainian coast.

That exposed the rest of the Black Sea Fleet—in particular, support ships that can’t
effectively defend themselves—to attack by Ukraine’s missiles and drones. “Russia’s
resupply vessels have minimum protection in the western Black Sea,” the U.K.
Defense Ministry stated.

Ukraine meanwhile reinforced its Neptune battery with U.S.-made Harpoon missiles,
compounding the risk to Russian ships in the western Black Sea. The missileers
coordinated with drone operators flying Turkish-made TB-2 drones to hunt down and
sink several of the Black Sea Fleet’s Raptor patrol boats and landing craft.

In early May there were rumors a Ukrainian missile had struck Makarov. That turned
out to be untrue. But a Harpoon did hit and sink the support ship Vsevolod
Bobrov while she made a supply run to Snake Island on May 12.

Ukrainian missiles also struck at least one of the gas platforms the Russians were
using for observation. Ukrainian drones, fighters and artillery bombarded Snake
Island, rendering the treeless rock uninhabitable.

The Russian garrison fled the island on May 31. A week later, Ukrainian
commandos hoisted a Ukrainian flag. Snake Island’s liberation signaled to the
Ukrainian merchant marine that the western Black Sea was safe for commerce.

Odesa was still under blockade—and would remain so until Turkey brokered an end
to the port blockage in late July—but ships now could get grain out of Ukraine via
canals connecting small river ports near the Romanian border to the western Black
Sea.
The river route might regain its previous significance in the wake of last night’s
Sevastopol raid. The Kremlin announced it was ending its agreement with Kyiv to
allow big grain ships to sail from Odesa.

The Russians aren’t acting from a position of strength. Unable to replace the Black
Sea Fleet’s losses as long as Turkey controls the Bosphorous Strait joining the Black
Sea to the Mediterranean, Russian commanders have focused on protecting what
remains of the fleet. Ships hug the Crimean coast, staying inside the range of land-
based aircraft and S-400 surface-to-air missiles.

But the Ukrainian drone boats struck the Black Sea Fleet well inside that protective
umbrella. Between the ballistic and anti-ship missiles and airborne and seaborne
drones, the Ukrainian armed forces have plenty of ways of sinking Russian ships.

The Black Sea Fleet isn’t safe in the western Black Sea. It isn’t safe in Sevastopol. The
only place it might be safe is the only place where it’s totally irrelevant to the wider
war: in ports in Russia proper, tied up pier-side and closely guarded around the clock.
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'There were bodies everywhere': US soldiers survive S. Korea crush
AFP

For hours, they pulled body after body out of the crushed tangles of limbs that filled
the narrow Itaewon alleyway at the epicentre of South Korea's worst ever stampede.
But it was often too late.

More than 150 people were killed in the crush in a crowded Itaewon alley in
Seoul© ANTHONY WALLACE

Three off-duty American soldiers stationed in South Korea told AFP how they found
themselves caught up in the crowd surge and crush that killed 151 people and injured
scores more, describing scenes of chaos, suffering and death as they struggled to help.

An estimated 100,000 people attended the event, which local vendors said was
"unprecedented", but the overstretched police force, also dealing with a protest
across town, only planned to deploy some 200 officers.

The three US soldiers told AFP they were part of the crowd coming down the narrow,
steep alleyway that became a death trap, but they were able to escape onto a ledge-
like area at the side.

But just after they managed to leap out of the crowd "it started happening --
everybody just fell on top of each other like dominoes," Jarmil Taylor, 40, told AFP.
People at the top of the alleyway were trying to force their way down, even though the
street was already rammed full -- and then people began to fall.

"There were people on top of people -- it was layers of people. They didn't have
enough people there to help them at once," Taylor, visibly dazed and tired, told AFP
Sunday at the scene.
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"People in the pile were panicking which made the situation worse. There were
sounds everywhere that made it impossible -- screaming people just drowned out all
the sounds," he added.

He and his friends would try to pull victims out of the crush and carry them to safety
so that emergency responders could perform CPR, he said.
"We were picking a lot of people and taking them into the nearby clubs since they had
finally opened them up. The clubs' floors was filled with people laid on the ground."

- 'It just fell apart' -
Washington stations some 27,000 US troops in South Korea to help protect it against
the nuclear-armed North, and Taylor and his friends are based at Camp Casey in
Gyeonggi.

On their week off, they decided to go to the festivities at Itaewon, but said that when
they found themselves in the huge crowd, they realized something was wrong.
"We were getting nervous too, we were in the middle of it and that's why we got off to
the side, and that's when it just fell apart," said Dane Beathard, 32.

People were crushed so tightly into the alleyway that emergency workers could not
get them out of the packed crowd, he said.
"We helped pull people out all night ... It was a long time for people stuck in there not
to breathe," Beathard said.

"All of the people crushed were in the front, where they collapsed into a pile," he said,
adding that at the worst points it was "a fifteen foot layer of people".
Authorities said the majority of victims were young women in their 20s.

"There were a lot of women in the crowd who got crushed," said Jerome Augusta, 34.
"I think because they were smaller their diaphragms were crushed. And because they
were panicking, which made it more chaotic," he said.

Initially there were barely any police or emergency responders at the scene, the trio
said, and the scale of the crowd meant that the people at the back had no idea that
disaster was unfurling right in front of them.

"We were screaming at them to back up, but it was too little too late," Augusta said.
The soldiers stayed on the edge of the crush all night, desperately trying to pull
people out of the piles of bodies, but said that by the time they got to them, it was
often too late.

"We are not small guys but we were crushed too before we got out," Taylor said,
adding that the disaster had struck so quickly they had not managed to process what
was going on.

"What you've got to understand is the people stuck in the front they were all on the
ground -- crushed. So you couldn't push forward and trample everyone in front, so
people piled up as they fell," he said.

The trio said they felt lucky to have survived.
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"When we left there were bodies everywhere, everywhere," the three of them told AFP.

Chinese cities brace for wave of Foxconn workers from COVID-hit Zhengzhou
Ryan Woo & Ziyi Tang - Reuters

FILE PHOTO: Medical workers collect swabs from residents during a citywide
nucleic acid testing in Zhengzhou© Reuters/Stringer .

BEIJING (Reuters) - Cities in central China hastily drew up plans to isolate migrant
workers fleeing to their hometowns from a vast assembly facility of iPhone maker
Foxconn in COVID-hit Zhengzhou, fearing they could trigger coronavirus outbreaks.

Zhengzhou, capital of central Henan province, reported 167 locally transmitted
COVID-19 cases in the seven days to Oct. 29, up from 97 infections in the prior
seven-day period.

Apple supplier Foxconn, based in Taiwan, currently has about 200,000 workers at its
Zhengzhou complex and has not disclosed the number of infected workers, but said on
Sunday that it would not stop workers from leaving.

Late on Saturday, cities near Zhengzhou, including Yuzhou, Changge and Qinyang,
urged Foxconn workers to report to local authorities in advance before heading home.
Returning workers are to travel "point-to-point" in pre-arranged vehicles and are to
be quarantined on arrival, they said in separate letters on their respective social
media accounts addressed to Zhengzhou Foxconn workers.

Under China's ultra-strict zero-COVID policy, cities are mandated to act swiftly to
quell any outbreaks, with measures that could include full-scale lock-downs. On Oct.
19, Foxconn banned all dine-in at canteens and required workers to take their meals
in their dormitories.
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"The government agreed to resume dine-in meals to improve the convenience and
satisfaction of employees' lives," Foxconn told Reuters in an emailed reply to queries
on Sunday.

Why is China struggling with Covid? Curbs back in some Chinese cities
"At the same time, for some employees who want to return home, the (plant) is
cooperating with the government to organize personnel and vehicles to provide a
point-to-point orderly return service for employees from today."

Disruptions from China's COVID policies to commerce and industry have intensified
in recent weeks as cases multiplied. Shanghai Disneyland said on Saturday it would
operate at reduced capacity. On Wednesday, Universal Beijing Resort was suspended
after the visit of one infected individual.

"We are very aware that under the current situation, it is a protracted battle,"
Foxconn said.

But the situation was gradually coming under control, it said, and Foxconn would
coordinate back-up production capacity with its other plants to reduce any potential
impact.

Apple did not immediately reply to a Reuters request for comment on the Foxconn
situation.

'I COULDN'T HELP BUT FEEL SAD'
Foxconn did not respond to Reuters questions on how many cases had been detected
at its Zhengzhou plant and how many workers had left.

Photographs and videos circulating on Chinese social media since Saturday showed
Foxconn workers, apparently returning home, trekking across fields in the day and
along roads at night. Reuters could not immediately verify the authenticity of the posts.

In a show of support, residents in the vicinity left bottled water and provisions next to
roads with signs such as: "For Foxconn workers returning home", according to social
media posts.

"Some people were walking amid wheat fields with their luggage, blankets and
quilts," wrote a user of WeChat in a post about the social media images.
"I couldn't help but feel sad."

(Reporting by Ryan Woo and Ziyi Tang; Editing by Edmund Klamann and Nick
Macfie)

Russia attempts to reinforce front line amid severe manpower shortage
By Roman Meitav - Jerusalem Post
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While Russia has been scrambling to reinforce forces severely lacking in manpower
across the Ukrainian front with newly enlisted conscripts, Russian military
capabilities are still incredibly below par, according to an intelligence report by the
UK Ministry of Defense.

Russian tanks and armoured personnel carriers destroyed during a counteroffensive
operation of the Ukrainian armed forces, amid Russia© (photo credit: IRYNA
RYBAKOVA/UKRAINIAN ARMED FORCES/HANDOUT VIA REUTERS)

A US intelligence report also claims that the Russian military is suffering manpower
shortages as it battles Ukraine and is seeking to recruit contract service members,
and may even draw in convicted criminals, to fill the gaps created amid ground forces,
a US official said on Wednesday.

In the last six weeks, there has been a clear move from Russian ground forces to
transition to a long-term, defensive posture on most areas of the front line in
Ukraine, likely due to a more realistic assessment that the severely undermanned,
poorly trained forces on the battlefield are currently only capable of defensive
operations, the UK report said.

Reports from Russian officers in September indicated that companies in the Kherson
region, which has been the target of a massive counteroffensive by Ukraine in the last
month, consist of "only six to eight men each." A standard company typically deploys
with around 100 personnel.

Russia’s forces in Ukraine could be undermanned by around 15% to 20%, Dara
Massicot, a senior policy researcher at the Rand Corp. think tank which specializes in
Russian military strategy, told the Wall Street Journal based on Russian documents
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recovered following the defeat of one Russian unit, the 136th motorized rifle brigade,
inside Ukraine that reflected such a shortfall.
“This unit was considered a typical unit so it may be that the [overall] shortages are
similar on average,” she said.

Liberal US lawmakers withdraw Ukraine letter after blow back© Provided by The
Jerusalem Post

Ukrainian forces rapidly advance in the Kherson region
Ukrainian forces achieved their biggest breakthrough in the region since the war
started, advancing rapidly along the Dnipro River toward Kherson, a key provincial
capital held by Russia.

Ukraine's goal is to push Russian troops to the east bank of the Dnipro in the Kherson
region. And for Russia, this will be a significant defeat, according to Assistant
Secretary of Defense of the US International Security, Celeste Wallander.

'The real target of Russia's attacks is also the electricity supply'
Ukrainian success in Kherson would lay the foundations for a “broader”
counteroffensive in the spring, boosting morale and control in the south while
reassuring allies of the Ukrainian army’s capabilities.

"It further distances Russia's desire to capture Odesa, which it stated as a goal in the
theater. And this provides Ukraine with a better defensive position to reduce the
intensity of fierce battles during the coming winter," Assistant Secretary of Defense of
the US International Security, Celeste Wallander said.

Fighting poorly on two fronts
Russia is effectively fighting on two separate fronts, seeking to advance in Ukraine’s
east and south, despite this Putin has promised a fresh offensive, saying last month
that “by and large, we have not started anything serious yet.”
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However, Russia is stalled on both fronts and has made no significant territorial
gains in more than six weeks, one reason is a lack of personnel, according to military
analysts.

“They don’t really have a good manpower solution for what they’re trying to do at
the moment,” Massicot told the Wall Street Journal.
“I don’t see them having a capable force for a major offensive. What they could do
right now is muddle through and make small incremental gains, but it’s not going to
be a powerful push.”

“I don’t see them having a capable force for a major offensive. What they could do
right now is muddle through and make small incremental gains, but it’s not going to
be a powerful push.”
Dara Massicot

Colin Kahl, the US Defense Department undersecretary for policy, told reporters
earlier in August that the US estimates Russia took heavy casualties in the first
months of the war.

The tally of dead and wounded is as high as 80,000, according to Kahl and an
estimate by the Pentagon. Russia, however, said in March that only 1,351 troops had
died in Ukraine since the start of the conflict. the figure has not been updated
officially since.

“There’s a lot of fog in war, but I think it’s safe to suggest that the Russians have
probably taken 70 or 80,000 casualties in less than six months,” Kahl said. “Now,
that is a combination of killed in action and wounded in action and that number might
be a little lower, a little higher, but I think that’s kind of in the ballpark.”

Russia announces end of partial mobilization
On Friday, Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu announced that the partial
mobilization plan, aiming to enlist 300,000 conscripts to fight in Ukraine, has been
officially completed, with more than a quarter of them already present on the
battlefield.

"The task set by you of (mobilizing) 300,000 people has been completed. No further
measures are planned," Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu told President Vladimir
Putin at a televised meeting in the Kremlin.

Both men acknowledged "problems" in the early days of the call-up. Shoigu said
initial issues in supplying newly mobilized troops had since been resolved. Putin said
mistakes had probably been inevitable as Russia had not carried out mobilization for
such a long time, but that lessons had been learned.

Pelosi Attacker Was Progressive and Mentally Ill, Says Ex-Girlfriend
Eric Mack - NewsMax
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He was not a MAGA member; he did not support the "insurrection" of Jan. 6; and he
was never even a Republican.
But David DePape, 42, was a known nudist activist who his ex-girlfriend says was
also a progressive and mentally ill.

DePape was arrested on suspicion of attempted murder, elder abuse and burglary for
having bludgeoned Paul Pelosi, 82, with a hammer, fracturing his skull.
DePape has been residing in a decrepit school bus that sits outside the Berkeley home
of his ex-girlfriend, Oxane "Gypsy" Taub, also a pro-nudist activist.

A two-decade resident of the San Francisco Bay Area, DePape was also known for
his pro-nudity activism. He had picketed naked at protests against laws requiring
people to be clothed in public.

Protesting such a reasonable law is not usually an activity of a Trump supporter.
Taub, the mother of DePape's three children, told the New York Post he has been
suffering from mental illness.
"He is mentally ill," she told ABC-7.
"He has been mentally ill for a long time."

Taub, who currently is serving time in a California prison for abducting a teenage
boy, said DePape had disappeared for over a year and then resurfaced recently.
"He thought he was Jesus," she told ABC-7.
"He was constantly paranoid, thinking people were after him. And it took a good year
or two to get back to, you know, being halfway normal."

She also noted DePape's politics were not right wing.
"Well, when I met him, he was only 20 years old, and he didn't have any experience in
politics," she said.
"And he was very much in alignment with my views, and I've always been very
progressive."
"This was not a random act," San Francisco Police Chief William Scott said. "This
was intentional. And it's wrong."
But no definitive motive has been reported for this "intentional" crime, just a week
from an earth-shaking midterm election.

"I wasn't surprised because another crazy story is coming from someone in that
house," DePape's Berkeley neighbor Ryan La Coste told the N.Y. Post.
"They are always toxic and always up to something. They are always on the news and
trying to be 'activists.' They always want to be in the spotlight."

Reporters on social media noted some shaky details in mainstream media's initial
portrayal of Pelosi's attacker as a right-wing activist.
"Why did Paul Pelosi's alleged attacker, a nudist Green Party activist, go off the grid
for years and then start posting Q rants just a few weeks ago?" Charlie Kirk
tweeted Saturday.

Formal charges against DePape will be filed Monday, and his arraignment is
expected Tuesday, according to the San Francisco district attorney's office.
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SFPD Chief Scott told a Friday night news briefing that police detectives, assisted by
FBI agents, had yet to determine what precipitated the home invasion.

The media and Speaker Pelosi were also quick to note DePape was shouting "Where
is Nancy?" during the attack on her husband at their San Francisco home. Nancy
Pelosi was in Washington, D.C.

In the search for a motive, attention turned to the suspect's alleged internet profile.
In recent posts on several websites, an internet user named "daviddepape" expressed
support for former President Donald Trump and embraced the cult-like conspiracy
theory QAnon.

The posts included references to "satanic pedophilia," antisemitic tropes, and
criticism of women, transgender people, and censorship by tech companies.
Older messages promoted quartz crystals and hemp bracelets. Reuters could not
confirm that the posts were created by the man arrested Friday.

Experts on extremism said the man who attacked Pelosi's husband could be an
example of a growing trend they call "stochastic terrorism," in which sometimes-
unstable individuals are inspired to violence by hate speech and scenarios they see
online and hear echoed by public figures.

"This was clearly a targeted attack. The purpose was to locate and potentially harm
the speaker of the House," said John Cohen, a former counter-terrorism coordinator
and head of intelligence at the Department of Homeland Security who is working with
U.S. law enforcement agencies on the issue.

The San Francisco Chronicle posted a photo of a man it identified as DePape dancing
at the 2013 wedding of two nudist activists in San Francisco, though he was clothed.
DePape, then a hemp jewelry maker who lived with the couple in Berkeley, was the
best man, the newspaper reported.

The incident came a day after New York City police warned extremists could target
politicians, political events, and polling sites ahead of the midterm elections.

Newsmax host Rob Schmitt noted there are hints of midterm narrative deflection on
the issue of crime and some hypocrisy in the fact Pelosi's daughter once suggested
Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., deserved to be attacked by his neighbor.

That fact had resurfaced earlier this week — days before DePape's alleged attack —
in the Democrats' attempt to flip the Senate seat of Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa.
"The daughter of Nancy Pelosi celebrated that 2017 attack on Rand Paul, saying,
'Rand Paul's neighbor was right,'" Schmitt noted on Friday's "Rob Schmitt Tonight."

"Christine Pelosi apparently loves political violence. I wonder what she thinks of it
being directed at her own family, though?"

Paul himself gave his condolences to Paul Pelosi, noting their family did not afford
him the same respect.
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"No one deserves to be assaulted," Paul tweeted Friday. "Unlike Nancy Pelosi's
daughter who celebrated my assault, I condemn this attack and wish Mr. Pelosi a
speedy recovery."

Earlier in the week, comments surfaced from Adm. Mike Franken, a Democrat
opposing Iowa's Grassley as the Senate majority weighs in the balance next month.
"Wasn't Rand's neighbor more than a little in the right?" Franken tweeted Jan. 21,
2021, years after the attack on Paul.

Paul was the one who resurfaced those Franken remarks this week.
"Disgusting that Mike Franken would celebrate an assault (from behind) that resulted
in 6 broken ribs, a damaged lung that had to be removed, and chronic pain," Paul
tweeted Tuesday. "Advocacy for violence should disqualify Franken from holding any
office."

But Franken did not back down, upping the ante on political division and violence,
while spinning the Democrat narrative of the false claim Paul, a sitting U.S. senator,
had sought to insurrect the government.
"I'm not going to be lectured to by an insurrectionist," Franken tweeted in
response Wednesday to Paul.

Less than 48 hours later, DePape would allegedly bludgeon the speaker's husband
within inches of his life.

Information from Reuters and The Associated Press was used in this report.
https://www.newsmax.com/newsfront/paul-pelosi-political-attack-
nudist/2022/10/30/id/1094128/?dkt_nbr=6F0112nn9ek6

Eastern Europeans balk as some U.S. officials nudge Ukraine toward talks with
Russia
Patrick Smith - NBC News

LONDON — A split appeared to be opening this week among Ukraine's supporters
over whether its government should sit down for peace talks with Russia.
Some U.S. political and military officials have questioned whether the war could ever
be concluded through force, with diplomatic talks the inevitable outcome.

But senior figures in Ukraine and in neighboring countries in Eastern Europe and
central Europe — who were once part of a wider Russian empire under the then-
Soviet Union — have rejected the idea that Kyiv should sit down and talk terms with
Moscow.

He was summing up the feelings of many in the countries bordering Ukraine or
Russia.
In a separate interview with The Times of London, Lipavský accused Russia of
behaving like a 19th century colonial empire.
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His comments, summing up the feelings of many in countries bordering Ukraine or
Russia, came after Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Mark Milley on Wednesday
repeated his view that the winter could provide a “window” for a diplomatic solution.
He said that the United States and scores of countries are financially backing Ukraine
and will do so “for as long as it takes.” He also said that while it was nearly
impossible for the Kremlin to win, it would also be difficult for Kyiv to remove
Russian President Vladimir Putin's forces from the 20% of Ukraine already occupied.
“So, if there’s a slowdown in the tactical fighting, that may become a window —
possibly, it may not — for a political solution, or at least the beginnings, for talks to
initiate a political solution,” Milley said.

Czech Republic's Foreign Minister Jan Lipavsky in Brussels (Geert Vanden Wijngaert
/ AP)© Geert Vanden Wijngaert

“Politically, there may be a solution where Russia withdraws, that’s possible," he
said. "You want to negotiate from a position of strength: Russia right now is on its
back.”

Ukraine has retaken significant swaths of land in the south and the east as part of a
strong counteroffensive, forcing Russia to abandon the key southern city of
Kherson last week, the only regional capital it had captured since the war began.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has previously said he wouldn't negotiate
with Putin, but appeared to later soften his position. However, he told the Group of
20 meeting in Bali, Indonesia, on Tuesday: "Ukraine should not be offered to
conclude compromises with its conscience, sovereignty, territory and independence."

Michael McFaul, the U.S. ambassador to Russia from 2012 to 2014, said that while
many would back the idea of peace talks, not everyone would believe Putin would
"negotiate in good faith."

Baltic nations have long warned of Russia's militaristic ambitions. Estonian Prime
Minister Kaja Kallas said in a speech Tuesday that "unless Kremlin gives up on its
goal of conquering new territories in Ukraine, it's hard to believe in prospect of real
peace talks."
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Ukrainian lawmaker Inna Sovsun was adamant that talks weren't the answer. "They
think it will force us to make concessions. But it isn’t so," she said in a tweet
Thursday, referring to this week's Russian bombardment of civilian infrastructure,
one of the most intense countrywide attacks of the war.
"If [Russia] wants negotiations, then they’re already weak, the time has come to
finish them off," she said.

Milley’s comments showed there is a disconnect in how the U.S. and countries who
fear a future Russian invasion see the conflict, according to Jonathan Eyal, an
associate director at the Royal United Service Institute, a defense think tank in
London.

“The argument in Washington is that if the Ukrainians want to keep the coalition
together and united, they need to keep an open door to the idea of a settlement and
they must say so in terms that are realistic,” he said.

“There is clearly alarm among the central Europeans that this is the beginning of a
process that will force the Ukrainians to accept a deal at exactly the time when the
Russians seem to be on the run."

Eastern Europeans and those in central Europe want to defeat not just Putin's army,
but also the idea of Russian imperialism, he added.

Russia Fires Mock Nuclear Warhead at Ukraine—Kyiv
Isabel van Brugen - Newsweek

A Russian cruise missile that was shot down over Kyiv on Thursday was reportedly
equipped with a mock nuclear warhead.

Is Russia Now Firing Denuclearized Cruise Missiles At Ukraine?© via Twitter
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Of the two Russian cruise missiles that were downed over Ukraine's capital, one was
an X-55 cruise missile that had a block "screwed" on which acted as a simulator of a
nuclear warhead, Ukrainian news outlet Defense Express reported.

Russia pummeled Ukraine on Thursday with a wave of missile strikes on cities
including Kyiv, Dnipro, and the Odesa and Kharkiv oblasts. That came two days after
Russian forces launched a barrage of some 90 missiles in what marked the largest
attack on Ukraine since the war began in February.

"According to preliminary information, two cruise missiles have been shot down over
Kyiv," the Kyiv city military administration said in a post on Telegram Thursday.
Iranian Shahed drones were also shot down over the city.

Ukrainian authorities have said the attacks, like the previous mass strikes, seek to
destroy the country's energy system and critical infrastructure.

Defense Express, citing unnamed sources, said that Russian forces took at least one
X-55 from the country's nuclear arsenal, "unscrewed" the nuclear warhead from this
missile and replaced it with an empty "block" that was fired over Ukraine.
The outlet notes that the X-55 is a Soviet missile that was originally developed
specifically as a carrier of nuclear weapons and that conventional and nuclear
warheads differ structurally.

Russia may have done so because its cruise missile inventory is running critically low,
according to Defense Express. The Kremlin could also be deliberately attempting to
overload Ukraine's air defense systems, the publication said.

Newsweek has been unable to independently verify the claims and has reached out to
Russia's defense ministry for comment.

Last month, Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksii Reznikov suggested that Russia's
missile stockpile was dwindling.

Defeating Russian President Vladimir Putin's military is "inevitable," he said, as he
posted an illustration on Twitter showing that, as of October 12, Russia had 609
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missiles left out of the 1,844 missiles it had when it first invaded Ukraine on February
24.

The remaining weapons as of last month, according to Ukraine's assessments,
included 124 ground-launched missiles out of an initial 900 and 272 Kalibr missiles,
which are launched by sea, out of an initial 500. There were also 213 air-launched
cruise missiles (Kh-101-Kh555) still remaining from the 444 that Moscow initially
had at the beginning of the war.

"Demilitarization of Russia," Reznikov wrote. "By using hundreds of high-precision
missiles against civilian objects of Ukraine, the aggressor state reduces its ability to
strike the military targets."
He added: "Two conclusions: - Russia's military defeat is inevitable; - Russia is a
terrorist state."

Meanwhile, three United States officials told CNN on Thursday that there is concern
that U.S. stockpiles won't be able to meet Ukrainian demands going into the winter.

Ukraine has been receiving military assistance from the West to fight against Russian
forces. The Washington-supplied High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS)
have been widely credited with turning the tide of the war.

Twitter Workers Say Farewell After Musk Ultimatum
Alexa Corse & Sarah E. Needleman - The Wall Street Journal

Twitter Inc. suffered a new wave of departures Thursday to its already depleted
workforce after many employees rejected Elon Musk‘s demand that they commit to
working “long hours at high intensity” in order to stay.

Twitter Workers Say Farewell After Musk Ultimatum© Laura Morton for The Wall
Street Journal
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Many staffers spent the past day weighing their options, after waking up Wednesday
to an overnight email in which Mr. Musk told them to fill out a form by Thursday, 5
p.m. ET, to indicate if they want to remain at the company and are willing to be
“extremely hardcore.” Employees who don’t opt in will be given three months of
severance, Mr. Musk said.

Employees began posting farewells Thursday as they opted not to sign up. Some
former Twitter employees said they suspected that hundreds of staff had opted to
leave the company, though the exact total wasn’t yet clear. Twitter hasn’t disclosed
the scale of departures.

After the Thursday deadline passed and resignations became apparent, Twitter
emailed employees saying that the company was temporarily closing its office
buildings effective immediately. The offices will reopen Monday, the email said.

As the deadline approached Thursday, some employees posted farewells to the
company’s internal Slack messaging platform, according to screenshots viewed by
The Wall Street Journal. Some posted the “saluting face” emoji, which many
employees had adopted as a symbol of the end of Twitter’s pre-Musk era following
mass layoffs earlier this month.

Online, several said they were leaving after years of service and with a heavy heart.
“I resigned today from my job at Twitter. I have nothing but love and admiration for
the incredibly kind and talented people I have worked with over these past 4 years,”
one departing employee wrote on the platform.

Amid the constant workforce upheaval, Mr. Musk and the remaining employees are
working not only to keep Twitter functioning but also to engineer changes that he says
will improve it. Adding to potential strain, Mr. Musk has said the usage of Twitter has
increased since he completed his acquisition—“we just hit another all-time high in
Twitter usage,” he tweeted Thursday night—and the company is bracing for the start
on Sunday of soccer’s World Cup, which in the past has brought surges in traffic on
the platform.

“The best people are staying, so I’m not super worried,” Mr. Musk tweeted late
Thursday. He had earlier poked fun at concerns the platform could struggle to
maintain service with employees exiting.
“Don’t wanna jinx it, but there’s a chance we can keep Twitter alive …” he tweeted.

Some employees said they had doubts about whether Mr. Musk’s email offering
severance would have legal force, noting that the email provided few details. Amid
the uncertainty, the company later Wednesday sent around a document addressing
such questions, including stating that Mr. Musk’s email was an official company
communication, adding, “This is not a phishing attempt.”

“As you have seen, Twitter is at the beginning of an exciting journey,” said the
document, which was viewed by the Journal. “We are asking you to confirm that you
want to be part of this journey.” Mr. Musk has referred to the next phase for the
company as Twitter 2.0.
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With all that ongoing, and a week after raising the specter of bankruptcy, Mr. Musk
took to Twitter on Thursday to joke, “How do you make a small fortune in social
media? Start out with a large one.”

Some aspects of the severance offered to the latest departures would differ by location.
Employees in the U.S., except in New York City, would receive two months of
nonworking time on payroll, as well as health benefits, and an additional one month
of base salary, according to the document. That would generally also apply to
international employees, subject to local legal requirements, the document said.

Employees in New York City would receive three months of nonworking time on
payroll and health benefits, more than other locations because of local legal
requirements, the document shows.

Some Twitter employees said they suspected that many colleagues would take Mr.
Musk up on his offer to leave the company, though they weren’t sure exactly how
many. Out of one group of about 60 employees, roughly 50% to 75% told colleagues
they planned to depart, one person said Thursday morning.

Other employees, however, planned to stay, including for financial reasons or
because they were curious about the company’s new direction, some people said.
The ultimatum represents Mr. Musk’s latest challenge to a staff that he already cut
roughly in half with mass layoffs earlier this month, about a week after he acquired
Twitter for $44 billion and took it private. The company had roughly 7,500 employees
at the start of the year. The layoffs also prompted a temporary office closure.

Employees also have been grappling with messages from Mr. Musk about future
working conditions that some said they found confusing. Last week, Mr. Musk said he
would rescind Twitter’s flexible remote-work policy, though he said there could be
specific exceptions.

On Thursday, Mr. Musk told employees all that was required for approval to work
remotely was that an employee’s manager takes responsibility for ensuring the person
is doing excellent work, according to an email seen by the Journal. Some employees
viewed that as an attempt to be conciliatory.

In a further email minutes later, Mr. Musk warned that any manager who falsely
claimed someone was doing excellent or essential work would be “exited from the
company.”

Two engineers who opted to resign Thursday said had grown frustrated by Mr.
Musk’s style of issuing last-minute directives, such as his email to Twitter employees
last week in which he ordered the end to widespread remote work on less than a day’s
notice.

Twitter also has fired many contractors, including people working in engineering,
marketing and customer support, people familiar with the matter have said.
Mr. Musk has moved quickly to consolidate power, firing Twitter’s chief executive,
chief financial officer and legal chief on the same late October day he bought the
company. Many other executives have left since.
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This week, several Twitter employees said they were fired after they criticized Mr.
Musk on Twitter or internally on Slack.

Shannon Liss-Riordan, a labor lawyer in Brookline, Mass., said she received calls
throughout the day Wednesday from Twitter employees seeking clarity about their
rights, after Mr. Musk’s overnight email.

Ms. Liss-Riordan has filed three lawsuits against Twitter in recent weeks on behalf of
recently departed employees, accusing the company of violating federal and state law
by not providing the legally required warning in advance of mass layoffs. One lawsuit
is focused on full-time employees, while a second concerns contractors. In the third
complaint, a former Twitter employee is accusing the company of firing disabled
workers in violation of state and federal disability law.

Some Twitter employees noted that those on visas have less flexibility. Many tech
employees use H-1B specialty occupation visas, which generally allow workers 60
days after losing employment to find a new job or face leaving the country.

Laid-off Twitter employees may not have a strong case for a violation of the federal
Worker Adjustment and Retraining Act, which requires employers to give 60 days’
advance notice before mass job cuts if the employer alternatively provides 60 days of
pay and benefits, said Marc Zimmerman, a labor lawyer in New York. That is because
in the ultimatum email, Mr. Musk said those who opt to leave the company would
receive three months of severance.

“This is definitely Twitter’s attempt to avoid litigation,” Mr. Zimmerman said, adding
that the same law exempts employers from providing notice ahead of a mass layoff in
the case of unforeseeable business circumstances.

Mr. Musk recently tweeted that Twitter suffered “a massive drop in revenue” after a
string of advertisers began pausing their spending on the platform.

Twitter employees considering their options have also had to weigh the fact that the
tech job market recently has taken a sudden and sharp turn, as other major
companies also have announced mass layoffs.

Facebook parent Meta Platforms Inc., Amazon.com Inc. and Lyft Inc. recently made
major job cuts after previously bulking up their workforces.

House GOP heard the American voters: They definitely want Hunter Biden
investigations!
Rex Huppke - USA TODAY

Hello, fellow Americans. We are the new Republican majority in the U.S. House of
Representatives, and it is our honor to share our exciting plans for the weeks and
months ahead.
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Clearly the midterm elections didn’t go quite as we had hoped, but we are
appropriately chastened and have fully heard the message that was sent: You all
are tired of conspiracy theories and election denialism and prefer a focus on
legislation that will make a difference in your lives.
Point taken. Now that we have a narrow majority in the House, we’re totally going to
nail this.

Republicans heard the voters: Time to arrest Hunter Biden!
That’s why we’re proudly introducing the first of 37 investigations into Hunter Biden
and his father, President Joe Biden, along with a number of new committees that will
address the concerns of regular Americans like Sean Hannity, Donald Trump and
Tucker Carlson.

President-elect Joe Biden, right, embraces his son Hunter in Wilmington, Del., on
Nov. 7, 2020. Hunter Biden says he learned from federal prosecutors that his tax

affairs are under investigation.© Andrew Harnik, AP

Throughout the midterm election campaign, we talked to you about the meat and
potato issues we promised to fix: rising inflation, illegal immigration and high gas
prices.

What we didn’t tell you is we believe all those problems stem from Hunter Biden and
a series of other scandalous things we have read about on the internet.

Why do the libs not seem to care about Hunter Biden being dangerous?
Predictably, the lazy liberals out there say things like, “Who cares about Hunter
Biden?” and “If Hunter Biden broke the law, he should be prosecuted and, if
convicted, punished appropriately – whatever.”
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Little Beau Biden, right, son of Hunter Biden, holds a branch from the official 2021
White House Christmas tree given to him by first lady Jill Biden on Nov. 22,

2021.© Patrick Semansky, AP

Nice try, libs. We know you care as deeply about Hunter Biden as we do, so one of
our investigations will focus on why liberals don’t seem to care about Hunter Biden
when we’re convinced they actually do.
GOP investigations are already yielding impressive results!
To demonstrate how prepared we are to govern, the House GOP on Thursday tweeted:
“Hunter Biden's laptop is REAL.”

That is one of the things we have already learned! Clearly, the fact the president’s
adult son has a REAL laptop is problematic, and quite likely ties in with the
exorbitant price of groceries.

A screenshot of a tweet sent by the House Republicans on Nov. 17, 2022.© Screenshot

You may be thinking: How will arresting Hunter Biden and his laptop and
impeaching President Biden for a crime to be determined at a later date lower the
prices of food or gas?
The answer is simple and, like the legislative plan we didn’t present during the
campaign, it’s a secret! You’ll just need to trust us.
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The House GOP committees will tackle the most pressing issues of the day
Of course we can’t fix every problem by investigating Hunter Biden, much like we
can't seem to get any made-up scandal to stick to his father.

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., speaks to members of the press on Nov. 15,
2022.© Alex Wong, Getty Images

That’s why we are immediately forming the following committees that reflect our
newfound understanding of the issues most important to the American people:

►The Committee on the Eradication of Jewish Space Lasers, chaired by Georgia Rep.
Marjorie Taylor Greene.
►The Committee to Explain Why Everything We Said Was a Crisis During the
Campaign Is No Longer a Crisis Now that We’re in Charge, chaired by Ohio Rep.
Jim Jordan.

►The Committee to Investigate Anyone Tweeting Mean Things About Elon Musk, to
be led by honorary chair and Twitter CEO Elon Musk.
►The Committee to Apologize to Great and Handsome Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Immediately Take All Our Weapons Back from Evil Ukraine #WeLoveVlad,
chaired by Florida Rep. Matt Gaetz.
►The Committee to Replace the Washington Monument with a Big, Beautiful Statue
of (not-former) President Donald Trump, led by honorary co-chairs Donald Trump
and MyPillow CEO Mike Lindell.

We promise to not get bogged down in conspiracies (too much!)
You all made the right decision putting us slightly in control of the House. We
Republicans are ready to unify the country, work hard for the average American and
prove, once and for all, that Republicans are sane and sensible legislators.

We will also prove that Hunter Biden is in a romantic relationship with “allegedly
dead” former Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez, and that together they rigged the
2020 election using … you guessed it … Hunter’s laptop.
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(Marjorie Taylor Greene had the evidence proving it, but it was vaporized by a
Jewish Space Laser.)

Russian Spy Defects, Calls Putin's Ukraine War 'Worst Scenario' Imaginable
Zoe Strozewski - Newsweek

A Russian spy has reportedly defected to Estonia and is now seeking asylum in
the NATO country over his opposition to Russia's ongoing war in Ukraine.

Russian President Vladimir Putin congratulates Interior Ministry employees and
veterans on their professional holiday, in Moscow on November 10, 2022. The

reported defection of a Russian spy could be the newest embarrassment for Putin as
he faces numerous defeats on the ground in Ukraine and opposition from civilians

and officials in his own country.© Mikhail Metzel/AFP via Getty Images.

The spy, identified as Artem Zinchenko, spoke to Yahoo News in early October for an
article published Thursday about the "awful situation" triggered by Moscow's
invasion of Ukraine that started in late February.

"It is the worst scenario that could even be imagined in my mind, and it was not only
because my relatives live there, but because of the huge number of innocent victims,"
Zinchenko said.

Zinchenko's defection to Estonia was actually a return for the Russian spy after he
was arrested by the country in 2017 and traded back to Russia in a swap a year later,
Yahoo News reported. Zinchenko said that when he arrived home in 2018,
"everything had changed dramatically" and described Russian President Vladimir
Putin's regime as having "all the aspects of totalitarianism."

"You know, before and during my process, I saw that the law works much better here
than in Russia," Zinchenko told Yahoo News.
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"During my situation, the Estonians told me they were not out to destroy my life or my
business. This was a competition between intelligence services, they explained, and I
was caught up in the middle of it."

The loss of Zinchenko to Estonia could be the newest embarrassment for Putin as he
faces numerous military defeats and opposition from civilians and officials in his own
country.

Recently leaked emails from a whistle-blower at Russia's Federal Security Service
(FSB) that were shared with Newsweek detailed inner turmoil and conflict within the
Kremlin and said Russia will soon "descend into the abyss of terror" while war
fatigue grows.

On the ground in Ukraine, Putin recently saw what experts believed was a major
political blow for the Russian president when the Kremlin announced its withdrawal
from the city of Kherson. Kherson was the only regional capital Russia had managed
to capture in the Ukraine war, and Putin's loss of the city is especially significant
because it is located in one of four Ukrainian regions that Russia declared would be
annexed in late September.

The Russian army's woes in the war are likely to only worsen during winter. Sean
Spoonts, a U.S. Navy veteran and editor-in-chief of Special Operations Forces Report
(SOFREP), told Newsweek that the issues Russian soldiers in Ukraine could
experience include exposure-related deaths, keeping warm in the colder months and
ensuring adequate supplies for troops who have already reportedly been
facing equipment shortages.

"All the problems that Russia had in the beginning of this war in February–they're
going to have those problems again. And they're not prepared for it," Spoonts said.
"They weren't prepared to equip a summer army. A winter army is even harder."

Newsweek reached out to the Kremlin for comment.

Russia braces for Ukraine to attack Crimea following liberation of Kherson
Joel Gehrke - Washington Examiner

Russian troops are reinforcing their position in Crimea in anticipation of attacks
from Ukraine, a Russia-installed regional official admitted.

Russia braces for Ukraine to attack Crimea following liberation of
Kherson© Provided by Washington Examiner
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“Fortification works aimed at guaranteeing Crimeans’ security are being conducted
under my supervision,” Russia’s regional governor of the annexed peninsula, Sergei
Aksyonov, said Friday.

The prospect of a showdown over Crimea, which Russia annexed from Ukraine in
2014 in the clandestine operation that began the war, has loomed into view due to a
series of Ukrainian successes in a counteroffensive conducted this fall.

Russia’s retreat from the west bank of the Dnieper River not only freed the key city of
Kherson but allowed Ukrainian artillery forces to advance into range of the vital
peninsula.

“The security of the Republic of Crimea and its inhabitants is ensured through
measures taken on behalf of our President,” Aksyonov wrote on social media, per an
unofficial translation.
“The joint work of the authorities, the Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation,
and law enforcement agencies is aimed at ensuring that the Crimeans can feel calm.”

Russia retains control of the east bank of the Dnieper River, leaving a buffer between
Ukrainian forces and the isthmus that links Crimea to the Ukrainian mainland. Yet
the persistent Russian struggles in protecting supply lines could be exacerbated by the
approach of Ukrainian artillery — especially their HIMARS, the ground-to-ground
multiple rocket launch systems provided by the United States.
“The limited number of high-quality roads and railways in this area, particularly
connecting Crimea to the mainland, creates potential bottlenecks that could be
vulnerable to Ukrainian interdiction efforts that would gradually degrade the Russian
ability to continue supplying its grouping in eastern Kherson Oblast and other areas
of southern Ukraine,” the Institute for the Study of War wrote in a Thursday evening
overview of battlefield developments.
Ukraine executed a similar operation on the west bank of the Dnieper, one that forced
the withdrawal of a major Russian force that was taking gradual casualties and
running out of equipment. “Ukrainian forces will likely find it harder to achieve such
dramatic effects in eastern Kherson but may be able to disrupt Russian efforts to
solidify and hold their new defensive lines,” ISW added.

A similar effort could be in store for the Russian forces holding Crimea writ large. If
Ukraine can cut the landlines between the peninsula and the other Ukrainian
territories occupied by Russia, then the only land route linking Russia to Crimea will
be the Kerch Strait bridge, which has already proven vulnerable to Ukrainian attacks.

“When Ukrainians clean up Kherson on the right bank, they will be able to pull the
HIMARS there and destroy Russian logistics and fortifications closer to the Crimean
Peninsula," retired U.S. Army Gen. Ben Hodges said in a recent interview with
Ukrainian media republished by the War Translated project.

“Crimea — is the prize. And I believe that Crimea will be liberated by the end of next
summer. By that time, Ukrainians will push back Russian forces and destroy Russian
logistics.”
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Russian President Vladimir Putin is trying to enervate Ukrainian operations by
launching a blistering campaign of attacks on Ukrainian energy infrastructure in a
bid to deprive the Ukrainian civilian population of electricity and other utilities.

"The unwillingness of the Ukrainian side to settle the problem, to start negotiations,
its refusal to seek common ground, this is their consequence,” Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Leskov said Thursday.
“The special military operation is continuing, it does not depend on weather
conditions.”
Putin has signaled an interest in striking a ceasefire following the Russian
withdrawal from Kherson, but Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky insists that
any end to the fighting must include the removal of all Russian troops from Ukraine.

U. S. Army Gen. Mark Milley, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, signaled last
week his own hope that Zelensky would begin talks, but he reiterated more recently
that the United States would continue to support Ukraine even if Zelensky rejects that
course.
V.
"The president of the United States has been very, very clear to us: that it's up to
Ukraine to decide how and when or if they negotiate with the Russians, and we will
continue to support them as long as it takes,” Milley said Thursday at the Pentagon.

“The United States will continue to support Ukraine with the best possible equipment
to position them on the battlefield to give them positions of strength against the
Russians, and that is also true of all the other nations that attended the meeting today.”

Milley reiterated the possibility that military operations could “probably slow down”
due to the winter cold, but he and Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin also observed that
the frozen ground would allow military forces to move as necessary.

“We're going to do everything within our power to make sure that they have the
means to accomplish their goals and objectives,” Austin said. “We won’t [and]
haven’t prescribed to the Ukrainians what they can and cannot do. And so our focus
is to continue to provide them the means to be successful in their endeavors ... Crimea
is an issue to be thought through and sorted out by the Ukrainian leadership.”

TIN TỨC DĐTC
Vũ Linh

ĐẢNG CH NGHIÊN CỨU KỄT QUẢ BẦU CỬ
Cho dù chiếm được hạ viện khít khao, ai cũng thấy đảng CH có vấn đề rất lớn khi đã
không thắng lớn như dự đoán.
Các lãnh tụ CH đang bối rối họp khẩn cấp để tìm hiểu nguyên nhân, những gì sai,
những gì đúng. Nhưng cuộc tranh luận lớn nhất trong nội bộ CH là trách nhiệm và
vai trò của các vị đang lãnh đạo như TNS Mitch McConnell (thượng viện) và dân
biểu Kevin McCarthy (hạ viện). Ngay cả bà Ronna McDaniel, chủ tịch Ủy Ban Quốc
Gia của đảng CH cũng đang ngồi ghế ba chân. Hai ông McConnell và McCarthy đều
đã tái đắc cử lãnh đạo đảng, tuy nhiên chỉ là vai trò tạm thời trước khi quốc hội
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nhiệm kỳ tới chính thức nhậm chức ngày 3/1/2023, khi đó sẽ bầu lại, và hai vị này
chưa chắc sẽ còn được giữ vai trò lãnh đạo.
Dân Mỹ rất thực tế, thành công thì tưởng thưởng, thất bại thì sẽ phải trả giá. Đảng
CH không chiếm được thượng viên trong khi thắng tại hạ viện quá ít, coi như đã tất
bại và các lãnh đạo sẽ phải trả giá.
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/11/13/politics/house-senate-republicans-leadership-
fight/index.html

QUỐC HỘI THÀNH RẠP HÁT
Phe DC trong hạ viện đang bàn kế hoạch quái lạ nhất lịch sử chính trị Mỹ. Nếu phe
CH chiến thắng, chiếm được đa số hạ viện, thì họ sẽ bầu một chủ tịch hạ viện khác
thay thế bà Pelosi trước khi các tân dân biểu khóa mới nhậm chức ngày 3/1/2023.
Phe DC đang tính chuyện 'chọc gai' phe CH bằng cách ngay bây giờ, sau khi có tin
CH chính thức chiếm hạ viện, sẽ bầu ngay bà dân biểu CH Liz Cheney làm tân chủ
tịch hạ viện thay thế bà Pelosi làm chủ tịch cho tới ngày tân chủ tịch mới được bầu.
Trên phương diện chính trị, hoàn toàn vô nghĩa khi bầu chủ tịch mới để ngồi ghế có
hơn một tháng, chưa kể sẽ có bao nhiêu dân biểu chịu làm chuyện khùng vớ vẩn này.
Nhưng đám DC tức giận vì thua nên tìm cách phá bĩnh chơi. Đúng là chính trị Mỹ,
nhiều khi như trò cút bắt của trẻ con
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/liberals-suggest-liz-cheney-speaker-house-but-not-
everyone-agrees

TIN VỀ BIDEN
Mánh gian để thắng cử lại bị bác
Vài ngày trước ngày bầu quốc hội, Biden ký sắc lệnh xóa bớt nợ sinh viên cho dù biết
mình không có quyền làm việc này. Tuy vậy, mánh này đã thành công, huy động được
cả vạn sinh viên hý hửng đi bầu cho DC với hy vọng được xóa nợ. Kết quả, CH đã
không thắng lớn như dự đoán một phần vì lý do này.
Để rồi sau ngày bầu, đúng như dự đoán, một quan tòa liên bang tại Texas đã phán
sắc lệnh vi phạm Hiến Pháp vì đây thuộc thẩm quyền quốc hội, không phải tổng thống.
Dĩ nhiên Biden kháng cáo cho có lệ. Lên tới tòa kháng án tại Saint Louis, ở đây các
thẩm phán cũng bác khiếu nại của Biden, và chặn việc thi hành lệnh xóa nợ.
Biden dĩ nhiên bất cần vì mục tiêu lừa sinh viên đi bầu đã thực hiện xong rồi.
Các cụ vẹt nào hãnh diện về việc làm nhơ nhớp lừa sinh viên của Biden, xin giơ tay!
https://www.reuters.com/legal/us-court-extends-block-bidens-student-loan-
forgiveness-plan-2022-11-14/

Giúp Trung Cộng
Sau khi gặp Tập Cận Bình tại Bali -Indonesia- trong Hội Nghị Thượng Đỉnh G-20, cụ
Biden đã khẳng định quan hệ với TC rất tốt và cụ tin rằng không có chuyện TC xâm
chiếm Đài Loan trong tương lai gần. Đây chính là quan điểm chính thức của TC,
được tổng thống Mỹ lập lại nguyên văn, không hơn không kém. Biết đâu chừng họ
Tập đã viết diễn văn cho Biden đọc?
Hai vấn đề lớn nhất của Tầu mà cả thế giới quan tâm là nguồn gốc của vi khuẩn Vũ
Hán, và vấn đề đàn áp dân Ngô Duy Nhĩ, thì cụ Biden đã nín khe, không dám bàn với
Tập. Dĩ nhiên sau khi đã ăn cả trăm triệu của Tập thì Biden khó có thể làm gì khác
hơn.
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/biden-says-xi-meeting-doesnt-believe-imminent-
attempt-china-invade-taiwan
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Tình đồng chí thắm thiết

Tặng tiền thế giới
Mỹ và một số quốc gia tiên tiến đã đồng ý viện trợ cho Indonesia 20 tỷ đô để giúp
Indonesia bỏ kỹ nghệ than đá vào năm 2050. Sẽ có một chương trình cụ thể về tiến
trình loại bỏ than trong những năm tới. Indonesia là xứ sản xuất và tiêu thụ than đá
lớn nhất thế giới.
Chi tiết chưa được công bố nên không biết Mỹ sẽ đóng góp bao nhiêu, nhưng có triển
vọng 'nhà giàu' Mỹ sẽ chi phần lớn, theo đúng mô thức của đảng DC cõng nợ cho cả
thế giới.
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/indonesia-to-get-20-billion-of-clean-energy-
financing-from-u-s-and-other-western-countries-01668508288

Xài tiền thuế
Theo các tin chính thức của bộ Quốc Phòng, trong một năm chín tháng nắm quyền, cụ
Biden đã bay về quê ở Delaware 101 lần, tổng cộng tốn sơ sơ có 11 triệu đô tiền thuế
của dân. Một năm chín tháng nghĩa là 84 tuần, mà cụ Biden đi Delaware tới 101 lần,
tức là có nhiều tuần cụ về Delaware hai ba lần luôn. Theo báo cáo của bộ Quốc
Phòng, cụ Biden thường rời Tòa Bạch Ốc chiều thứ Năm và về lại sáng thứ Hai mỗi
tuần, nghĩa là cụ làm việc tại Tòa Bạch Ốc từ chiều thứ Hai tới sáng thứ Năm, vị chi
đúng 3 ngày một tuần. Quá nhiều, quá mệt, nên thường hay nói nhầm là vậy.
Mỗi lần di chuyển như vậy, Biden dùng trực thăng từ Tòa Bạch Ốc tới phi trường, để
dùng Air Force One, rồi tới phi trường Delaware thì dùng trực thăng về tư dinh. Trực
thăng tốn cỡ 20.000 đô một giờ bay, trong khi Air Force One tốn gần 178.000 đô một
giờ bay. Chưa kể tiền về an ninh, chuyên chở, ăn uống cho nhân viên mật vụ và tiền
cho cảnh sát địa phương ở Delaware.
Cần ghi nhận trên đây chỉ là chi phí của riêng Biden, chưa kể chi phí cho các viên
chức đi theo cụ mỗi lần cụ đi đâu, như thư ký, phục dịch và cả quan chức như chánh
văn phòng, phát ngôn viên,...Tất cả đều đi máy bay miễn phí, khách sạn, ăn uống
miễn phí, lương phụ trội,...
Nhiều cụ vẹt tị nạn trước đây tính tiền ông Trump đi đánh gôn rất kỹ, nhưng bây giờ
không thấy cụ nào tính tiền Biden đi Delaware.
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/bidens-delaware-trips-cost-taxpayers-11-million
Vẫn... nói nhầm
Đọc diễn văn tại hội nghị thượng đỉnh ASEAN -Các Quốc Gia Đông Nam Á- tại
Pnom Penh, thủ đô Kăm Pu Chia, Biden đã trịnh trọng ca tụng thủ tướng ...
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"Colombia"!!! Nguyên văn "I want to thank the prime minister for Colombia's
leadership as ASEAN Chair". Colombia là một xứ bên Nam Mỹ, trước đây là thành
đồng của các ông vua 'cao bồi ma túy' -cocaine cowboys!
Thủ tướng Kăm Pu Chia Hun Sen ngồi nghe chắc phải cười ruồi, thông cảm cho cụ
già lờ mờ lẩm cẩm.
Tổng thống Đại Cường Cờ Hoa đấy, các cụ ơi!
Diễn Đàn Trái Chiều này tuần nào cũng phải đăng tin Biden nói nhầm, nói sai, nói
láo, phát chán luôn. Chắc sẽ phải ngưng tiết mục này, dành chỗ cho nhiều tin quan
trọng hơn.
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/biden-mistakenly-thanks-colombia-hosting-asean-
summit-cambodia
Lại vấp té
Tham dự tiếp tân của TT Indonesia, cụ Biden lên cầu thang lại vấp, xém té, may nhờ
TT Indonesia, ông Joko Widodo nhanh tay đỡ cụ ngay. Nếu không thì cụ đã dập mặt
và cả nước Mỹ mắt mặt.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxxVKj2rrTw&ab_channel=SkyNewsAustralia

TIN VỀ TRUMP
Bộ Tư Pháp bổ nhiệm công tố đặc biệt
Trong một nỗ lực đi lùng bắt cho được Trump, bộ trưởng Tư Pháp Merrick Garland
đã chính thức bổ nhiệm một công tố đặc biệt phụ trách việt truy lùng Trump. Công tố
đặc biệt sẽ phụ trách việc điều tra vai trò của Trump trong cuộc biểu tình bao vây
quốc hội ngày 6/1/2021, cũng như điều tra về việc Trump mang hồ sơ mật về tư dinh
Mar-a-Lago sau khi mãn nhiệm.
Việc làm này hiển nhiên có mục đích đánh Trump tới cùng. Khi công tố đặc biệt được
bổ nhiệm thì ông Trump dù có đắc cử tổng thống, cũng không sa thải ông này được.
Bộ trưởng Garland giải thích việc bổ nhiệm ông này là vì nhu cầu bổ nhiệm một công
tố độc lập cho công bằng, đặc biệt là cần thiết khi ông Trump đã công bố ý định ra
tranh cử chống đương kim tổng thống Biden. Tính 'độc lập' của công tố đặc biệt này
đáng nghi ngờ khi ông công tố này là cựu quan chức bộ Tư Pháp và chịu trách nhiệm
báo cáo cho ông Garland.
Đúng ba ngày sau khi ông Trump tuyên bố ra tranh cử chống xếp của ông Garland,
thì ông Garland mau mắn bổ nhiệm công tố đặc biệt điều tra ông Trump. Có khét lẹt
mùi phe đảng chơi nhau không?
Chỉ có những người hoàn toàn mù quáng vì tính phe đảng mới không nhìn thấy đây là
một quyết 100% chính trị không hơn không kém. Cho dù công tố đặc biệt cuối cùng
cũng không tìm thấy tội gì nơi ông Trump, thì cũng không khác gì cuộc điều tra của
công tố đặc biệt Robert Mueller, cuộc điều tra sẽ kéo dài ít ra cũng tới ngày bầu cử,
và trong hai năm tới, sẽ hóa giải tất cả mọi vận động tranh cử của ông Trump. Một
đòn chính trị không thể nào bẩn thỉu hơn, thật đáng buồn cho nước Mỹ có thể xuống
thấp hơn cả mấy xứ Congo. Tuy nhiên, cái đòn bẩn này cũng có thể là con dao hai
lưỡi khi dân Mỹ nói chung nhìn thấy và bác bỏ chuyện quá bẩn này.
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/ag-garland-names-special-counsel-investigate-
trump-mar-a-lago-documents-jan-6

Trump không ra điều trần
Ủy Ban J-6 điều tra về vụ dân chúng biểu tình bao vây quốc hội ngày 6/1/2021 đã ra
lệnh -subpoena- ông Trump ra trước Ủy Ban để điều trần. Chẳng những ông Trump
không thèm ra, trái lại, còn đưa đơn kiện ngược lại Ủy Ban. Ủy Ban đang nghiên cứu
có thể làm gì.
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Dù sao thì Ủy Ban này chỉ còn sống được tới cuối tháng Chạp này thôi, vì qua đầu
năm, tân quốc hội khóa mới sẽ bắt đầu, với đảng CH nắm đa số, sẽ giải tán Ủy Ban
ngay. Do đó, đang chạy nước rút để rượt bắt ông Trump.
Hai dân biểu CH trong Ủy Ban, ông Kinzinger đã tự ý rút lui vì thấy rõ mất hậu thuẫn
của cử tri trong đơn vị của ông, và bà Cheney bị đánh bại trong nội bộ đảng CH khi
ra tái tranh cử lại.

BÀ PELOSI TỪ CHỨC
Sau khi CH chiếm hạ viện, bà Nancy Pelosi thông báo từ chức chủ tịch hạ viện. Bà
cũng cho biết bà sẽ không ra tranh cử chức lãnh đạo khối thiểu số DC trong hạ viện
luôn, mà chỉ làm dân biểu thôi. Bà đã từ chối không cho biết bà ủng hộ ai kế vị bà.
Tuy không nói ra, ai cũng hiểu ý bà nói đây có thể là nhiệm kỳ cuối cùng của bà, và
bà sẽ về hưu luôn cuối năm 2024. Bà Pelosi năm nay 82 tuổi, lần đầu tiên đắc cử dân
biểu năm 1987, cách đây 35 năm, và đã là lãnh tụ khối DC trong suốt 20 năm qua.

Các dân biểu tên tuổi của đảng DC bắt đầu cuộc chạy đua trong nội bộ để thay thế bà
Pelosi giữ chức lãnh đạo khối thiểu số DC trong hạ viện. Dân biểu sáng giá nhất,
được bàn đến nhiều nhất là ông Hakeem Jeffries, dân biểu da đen của New York (thời
buổi của thượng tôn da đen mà!). Ông Jeffries là một trong những dân biểu đóng vai
công tố trong vụ đàn hặc Trump năm 2020, hai tuần trước khi TT Trump mãn nhiệm
kỳ, đủ hiểu ông có thiện cảm với Trump tới cỡ nào.

Điểm đáng nói là ông dân biểu này là người đã bác bỏ không chịu công nhận kết quả
bầu cử năm 2016 đã mang lại chiến thắng cho ông Trump. Bên DC đang thoá mạ
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những người ủng hộ ông Trump là loại 'election deniers- những người ngoan cố
không chấp nhận kết quả bầu cử, phản dân chủ, không tôn trọng ý dân. Bây giờ, họ
chuẩn bị bầu một anh dân biểu 'election denier' của họ làm lãnh tụ. Chính trị Mỹ tiếu
lâm là ở chỗ đó.
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/election-denier-hakeem-jeffries-replace-pelosi-
house-dem-leader

TIN MỚI VỀ VỤ CHỒNG BÀ PELOSI
Tin mới nhất về vụ chồng bà Nancy Pelosi bị hành hung tại nhà cho biết khi cảnh sát
đến gõ cửa rồi mở cửa vào nhà thì thấy ông Pelosi mặc áo dài tay, trong khi hung thủ
DePape mặc xò-lõn, áo thun lạnh (short and sweatshirt), hai người đang giằng co cây
búa đóng đinh, Hung thủ giằng được và đập lên đầu ông Paul, và cảnh sát xông tới
bắt hung thủ, và gọi xe cứu thương chở ông Pelosi vô bệnh viện.
Đây là trích dẫn từ biên bản chính thức của cảnh sát, được dùng làm căn bản để kết
tội DePape trước tòa.
Tuy nhiên, không giống như mô tả của nhà báo Miguel Almaguer của đài tivi NBC.
Anh này lên đài và khẳng định khi cảnh sát tới bấm chuông cửa thì chính ông Pelosi
bình thản ra mở cửa rồi thong thả trở vào nói chuyện với DePape, rồi sau đó mới xẩy
ra cãi nhau rồi ông Pelosi cầm búa đánh DePape, bị tên này khỏe hơn, giựt lấy búa
và đập vào đầu ông Pelosi.
Tin lạ là ngay sau đó, NBC, đục bỏ chương trình này, rồi 'giấu' anh Almaguer đi,
không cho lên đài nói chuyện nữa.
Vụ án càng ngày càng rối mù, không còn ai biết chuyện gì thực sự đã xẩy ra. Không
có gì lạ khi ông Pelosi là chồng bà chủ tịch hạ viện, chính quyền nhất là Cali là tiểu
bang của bà Pelosi, không thể để câu chuyện biến thành một xì-căng-đan bất lợi nào
đó, trái lại bao che, khỏa lấp lung tung, đưa đến tình trạng tin tức mù mờ, đối nghịch
hoàn toàn.
https://www.foxnews.com/media/nbc-news-miguel-almaguer-hasnt-appeared-on-air-
since-paul-pelosi-report-was-mysteriously-retracted

THẾ GIỚI CỦA 'THỨC TỈNH'
San Francisco cho tiền dân chuyển giới
Thị trưởng da đen của San Francisco, bà DC London Breed đã tung ra một kế hoạch
mới, theo đó đám dân chuyển giới sẽ nhận được 1.200 đô lợi tức bảo đảm mỗi tháng,
ít nhất trong 18 tháng, tốn hơn 2 triệu đô cho ngân sách của thành phố. Số tiền này
được tặng vô điều kiện, có nghĩa là có thể dùng để mua rượu, mua ma túy, hay bất cứ
chi tiêu nào. Đặc biệt hơn nữa, dân da đen, dân vô gia cư, và dân ở lậu không có giấy
tờ gì, sẽ được ưu tiên.
Theo Ba Breed, lý do là những khối dân này thường bị xã hội bạc đãi, bị kỳ thị và có
lợi tức thấp, khó sống.
https://www.theblaze.com/news/san-franciscos-democrat-mayor-giving-transsexuals-
1200-a-month?utm_source=theblaze-
7DayTrendingTest&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Afternoon%20Auto%20Tr
ending%207%20Day%20Engaged%202022-11-
17&utm_term=ACTIVE%20LIST%20-%207%20Day%20Engagement

Thượng tôn da đen
Bà Tiffany Taber, chuyên gia viết diễn văn cho bộ trưởng Giáo Dục Miguel Cardona,
mới đây đã viết một tuýt khá dài, so sánh việc dân da trắng biểu tình chống cấm cung
vì COVID, với các biểu tình bạo loạn của dân da đen.
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Theo bà Taber, dân da trắng biểu tình chỉ vì muốn bảo vệ quyền lợi và những ưu đãi
của dân da trắng trong một bối cảnh kỳ thị da đen, trong khi dân da đen nổi loạn vì
muốn chia xẻ những khổ đau vì bị đàn áp cho dân da trắng biết mùi.
Bởi vậy mới nói thời nay là thời của thượng tôn da đen khi tất cả những việc làm của
dân da trắng đều bị bóp méo để chỉ trích, trong khi tất cả các việc làm của dân da
đen được bào chữa, biện giải. Chuyện lạ: chưa thấy cụ VVLộc dịch lại bài này để
đăng trên báo Việt ngữ của Cali.
https://www.foxnews.com/media/biden-official-mocks-oppression-voiced-white-
protesters-lockdowns-defense-blm-riots

Huy hiệu túc cầu Mỹ
Tổng hội túc cầu -soccer- Mỹ đã vẽ lại huy hiệu. Thay thế các sọc đỏ giống như trong
quốc kỳ Mỹ bằng các sọc đủ màu, biểu tượng cho khối đồng tính.

Trái: huy hiệu cũ; phải: huy hiệu mới

GIÁM ĐỐC BIÊN PHÒNG TỪ CHỨC
Trong chính sách tìm phiếu cho tương lai, chính quyền Biden một mặt mở cửa biên
giới đón nhận di dân lậu từ nam và trung Mỹ vào, mặt khác, đóng tuồng la oai oải
không nhận di dân vào. Nhưng đám di dân không ngu như Biden nghĩ, họ học được
câu nói của ông Thiệu, "đừng nghe những gì Biden nói, mà hãy nhìn kỹ những gì
Biden làm', và họ quyết định ào ào tràn vào Mỹ. Họ tính rất gọn: ngồi yên chờ thì
Biden sẽ giữ lời tuyên bố không bao giờ vào Mỹ được. Nhưng cứ tràn bừa qua để rồi
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một khi vào được đến Mỹ rồi thì yên chí, khỏi bị trục xuất. Cụ Biden nói rõ "không
cho vào" nhưng cụ không hề nói "đã vào được thì sẽ bị trục xuất", phải không?
Kết quả trong chưa tới hai năm nắm quyền, gần 5 triệu di dân lậu đã tràn vào Mỹ.
Bị chỉ trích quá, Biden bèn tìm con thiêu thân thế tội. Cụ ra lệnh giám đốc biên phòng
-US Customs and Border Protection- Chris Magnus phải lãnh búa, từ chức chứ đừng
đợi Biden cất chức. Tuần qua, ông Magnus đã nộp đơn từ chức.
Xếp của ông Magnus, bộ trưởng An Ninh Lãnh Thổ vẫn còn job, an toàn, trong khi
xếp của ông bộ trưởng, là Biden, cũng an toàn. Chỉ những viên chức cỡ trung là lãnh
nạn thôi.
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/biden-immigration-official-resigns-being-
ordered-quit-fired

TEXAS TIẾP TỤC GỬI DI DÂN LÊN CÁC TIỂU BANG DC PHÍA BẮC
Tin mới cập nhật cho biết tới nay, Texas đã gửi lên Washington DC, Illinois, New
York,... 300 xe buýt tổng cộng hơn 13.000 di dân lậu. Thống đốc Greg Abbott cho biết
ông sẽ tiếp tục chở lên để trả lời chính sách mở cửa biên giới của chính quyền Biden,
đã gây tai hại vô kể cho Texas.

TẬP SỬA LƯNG TRUDEAU
Gặp nhau tại Hội Nghị Thượng Đỉnh G-20 tại Indonesia, chủ tịch Tập Cận Bình đã
nói chuyện riêng với ông Trudeau, thủ tướng Canada. Tập trách Trudeau đại khái
"Toàn bộ cuộc nói chuyện giữa tôi và ông đã bị xì ra cho báo chí. Đây không phải là
cách lãnh đạo làm việc".
Trudeau hơi bối rồi, phân bua đại khái "Chúng tôi tin ở trong sáng trong chính trị
nên không muốn che dấu dân chuyện gì". Đây hiển nhiên là Trudeau ngụy biện.
Trong chính trị cao cấp, có những chuyện cấp lãnh đạo trao đổi không thể xì ra cho
quần chúng hay truyền thông được. Làm vậy, trong tương lai, những thảo luận, điều
đình giữa các quốc gia sẽ rất khó thực hiện.
https://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2022/11/17/xi-jinping-justin-trudeau-g20-hot-
mic-contd-intl-vpx.cnn

TIN NGẮN MỸ
- Dân biểu Kevin McCarthy đã đắc cử lãnh đạo khối thiểu số CH trong hạ viện.
Thượng nghị sĩ Mitch McConnell cũng tái đắc cử lãnh đạo khối CH trong thượng
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viện. Tuy nhiên, những việc này chỉ có ý nghĩa tượng trưng tới đầu tháng Giêng khi
quốc hội khóa mới sẽ nhậm chức và bầu lại hai chức lãnh đạo đảng CH.

Trái: McCarthy; phải: McConnell

Bà Boebert với cái áo 'Let's Go Brandon

- Bà dân biểu MAGA Lauren Boebert của Colorado đã tự tuyên bố chính thức tái đắc
cử, nâng tổng số dân biểu CH trong hạ viện lên tới 219. Tuy nhiên, vì số phiếu thắng
của bà Boebert quá nhỏ, chỉ hơn 550 cho tới nay, nên có thể sẽ phải đếm phiếu lại.'
- Bà dân biểu tiểu bang Karen Bass đã đắc cử thị trưởng Los Angeles dựa trên lời
hứa giải quyết trọn vẹn nạn dân vô gia cư tại đây. Ta chờ xem bà có giữ lời hứa được
hay không.
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- Cuộc săn lùng cha con Biden đã bắt đầu khi một dân biểu CH tiết lộ đã có bằng
chứng cụ Biden dính dáng trực tiếp đến các giao dịch giữa cậu ấm Hunter Biden với
các đại gia đỏ Trung Cộng.
- Hơn 48.000 nhân viên Đại Học Cali đình công đòi tăng lương trước nạn lạm phát
hoành hành và giá xăng tăng vùn vụt. Phần lớn những người đình công là chuyên gia
nghiên cứu hay phụ giảng. Tất cả đều là thành viên Nghiệp Đoàn Giáo Chức Cali.
- Đại tập đoàn Amazon loan tin sa thải hơn 10.000 nhân viên. Hết bị cấm cung vì
COVID nên thiên hạ ra đường, bớt cần Amazon gửi thực phẩm hay hàng hóa về tận
nhà, công ty đang lỗ khẩm.
- Con gái út của ông Trump, Tiffany Trump, 29 tuổi, lấy chồng, tỷ phú, nhỏ hơn cô 4
tuổi.

TIN NGẮN QUỐC TẾ
- Lần đầu tiên, Nga bắn hỏa tiễn vào Ba Lan. Tổng thống Ba Lan đã triệu tập khẩn
cấp nội các để nghiên cứu vấn đề. Tuy nhiên, sau đó, có tin đây là hỏa tiễn của
Ukraine bắn lạc qua, không phải hỏa tiễn của Nga bắn.
- Quân Ukraine chiếm lại được thành phố Kherson và TT Zelensky đã đến đây tham
gia diễn hành mừng giải phóng.
- Dân Kherson mô tả những cảnh khủng khiếp nhất về sự tàn ác của lính Nga khi họ
chiếm giữ Kherson. Nhiều xác chết của thường dân đã được tìm thấy, với đầy dấu vết
đã bị tra tấn dã man nhất trước khi bị giết.
- Nga cũng bị tố cáo ăn cắp nhiều tài sản lịch sử và văn hóa từ các bảo tàng viện
Kherson, mang theo về Nga khi quân Nga rút lui.
- Trung Cộng nắn gân Nhật khi cho phi cơ tác chiến bay sát không phận Nhật. Nhật
đã mau mắn chi phi cơ lên sẵn sàng ứng chiến. Không có chuyện gì xẩy ra.
- Dân số thế giới chính thức lên tới 8 tỷ người.

ĐIỂM BÁO PHÁP QUỐC NGÀY :23/11/2022
Thụy My

Chiến tranh Ukraine quá ác liệt, phương Tây lo cạn kho vũ khí
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Các quân nhân Ukraine bắn moọc-chê tại tiền tuyến, trong lúc Nga tiếp tục tấn công
ở Donetsk. Ảnh của lữ đoàn cơ giới 93 Ukraine ngày 20/11/2022. via REUTERS -

UKRAINIAN ARMED FORCES
Cuộc chiến tranh cường độ cao ngốn mất một lượng lớn vũ khí của cả hai bên. Mỹ đã
viện trợ cho Ukraine 2/3 số hỏa tiễn Javelin, Stinger trong kho ; và vừa đặt hàng hơn
nửa tỉ đô la tên lửa dùng cho Himars. Sản xuất khó thể theo kịp tiến độ cuộc chiến –
có lúc Nga bắn 60.000 đạn pháo/ngày. Công cuộc chống xâm lăng của Kiev lại cần
số lượng lớn khí tài thông thường. Đây là một trong những đề tài chính được báo chí
Pháp hôm nay 23/11/2022 quan tâm

Nga dội bão lửa, Mỹ mở kho giúp Ukraine đạn pháo, hỏa tiễn
Chín tháng sau khi Nga tấn công vào Ukraine, lo ngại đang tăng lên về khả năng
đồng minh duy trì nhịp độ cung cấp vũ khí cho Kiev. Le Monde chạy tựa trang nhất «
Kho vũ khí phương Tây dưới áp lực ». Theo các chuyên gia quân sự, trong giai đoạn
cao điểm vào mùa hè, Nga đã bắn đi 60.000 quả đạn pháo mỗi ngày, Ukraine 20.000
quả. Sau đó con số này giảm xuống « chỉ » còn 20.000 một ngày phía Nga và 7.000
phía Ukraine. Trang web Oryx chuyên đếm số vũ khí bị phá hủy của mỗi bên dựa theo
bằng chứng video, ước lượng quân đội Nga đã mất trên 1.500 xe tăng kể từ ngày
24/02, tức phân nửa số xe đang hoạt động.

Để giúp Kiev đối phó với những trận bão lửa của Nga, phương Tây đã mở kho vũ khí,
đứng đầu là Hoa Kỳ, chiếm 2/3 quân viện. Lầu Năm Góc đã chuyển giao trên 1 triệu
quả đạn pháo : 924.000 quả loại 155 ly, 125.000 quả 120 ly, 180.000 quả 105 ly...Về
vũ khí cơ động, rất hiệu quả trong những trận cận chiến, Ukraine đã nhận gần 50.000
hỏa tiễn chống tăng trong đó có 8.500 Javelin đã giúp chận đứng đoàn xe tăng Nga
hướng về Kiev. Bên cạnh đó còn có khoảng 1.600 hỏa tiễn phòng không Stinger,
3.000 drone Switchblade (Dao găm), Phoenix Ghost (Bóng ma Phượng hoàng).

Nhà nghiên cứu Mark Cancian của CSIS ước lượng một số dự trữ vũ khí của Mỹ đã
xuống đến mức tối thiểu cần thiết cho chiến tranh và huấn luyện. Hoa Kỳ đã chuyển
cho Kiev 2/3 số hỏa tiễn Javelin và Stinger. Dự trữ hỏa tiễn GMLRS dùng cho Himars
vốn rất hữu ích cho Ukraine cũng xuống thấp. Báo cáo của Center for a New
American Security (CNAS) ngày 17/11 cho biết : « Để giúp Ukraine, Hoa Kỳ đã tận
dụng lượng vũ khí thiết yếu của mình ».

« Cạn vốn », Matxcơva đưa cả xe tăng nửa thế kỷ trước ra trận
Về phía Matxcơva cũng không hơn gì. Theo La Croix, kỹ nghệ quốc phòng Nga đang
hụt hơi, khó thể theo kịp nhịp độ cuộc chiến, nhất là đang bị phương Tây trừng phạt.
Áo giáp chống đạn không thể tìm ra, vũ khí rỉ sét, lính tráng buộc phải tự mua trang
bị...Quân đội Nga đứng trước vô vàn khó khăn về hậu cần, không thể trong ngày một
ngày hai trang bị được cho cả trăm ngàn tân binh.

Ngoài số lính bị động viên, còn phải duy trì cường độ của chiến dịch - tưởng rằng chỉ
vài ngày nhưng nay đã bước vào tháng thứ mười. Chuyên gia Samuel Bendett nhận
xét, Matxcơva không chuẩn bị cho một cuộc chiến cần đến nhiều nguồn lực như vậy,
và cũng không chắc rằng có thể tiếp tục cùng một nhịp độ trong những tháng tới.

Số lượng xe tăng Nga bị tiêu diệt lớn gấp 6 lần tổng số xe tăng mà quân đội Pháp
hiện có. Kho vũ khí khổng lồ thời Liên Xô vơi quá nhanh, Matxcơva phải huy động cả

https://www.msn.com/en-us/lifestyle/lifestyle-buzz/royal-expert-says-prince-harry-s-memoir-title-reveals-his-deep-shame-and-is-desperately-sad/ar-AA13vqjj?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=29e15472a17f4109a50aa41f0997518e%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/lifestyle/lifestyle-buzz/body-language-expert-and-voice-analyst-says-meghan-markle-s-podcasts-are-engineered-to-reveal-some-new-detail-about-her/ar-AA13q6g2?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=29e15472a17f4109a50aa41f0997518e%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/lifestyle/lifestyle-buzz/body-language-expert-and-voice-analyst-says-meghan-markle-s-podcasts-are-engineered-to-reveal-some-new-detail-about-her/ar-AA13q6g2?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=29e15472a17f4109a50aa41f0997518e%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/china-is-reportedly-recruiting-western-pilots-to-beef-up-its-aircraft-carrier-tactics/ar-AA13uBvL?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=29e15472a17f4109a50aa41f0997518e%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/china-is-reportedly-recruiting-western-pilots-to-beef-up-its-aircraft-carrier-tactics/ar-AA13uBvL?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=29e15472a17f4109a50aa41f0997518e%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/china-is-reportedly-recruiting-western-pilots-to-beef-up-its-aircraft-carrier-tactics/ar-AA13uBvL?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=29e15472a17f4109a50aa41f0997518e%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/ukraine-says-abandoned-russian-tanks-have-more-than-doubled-their-firepower/ar-AA13udTy?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=29e15472a17f4109a50aa41f0997518e%26fullscreen=true


những chiếc T-62 cổ lỗ sĩ từ thập niên 60. Về đạn pháo, chuyên gia Pavel Louzine hồi
tháng Tám ước tính chỉ trong 6 tháng pháo binh Nga đã bắn đi 7 triệu quả. Theo tình
báo Mỹ, Nga phải quay sang mua hàng triệu quả đạn của Bắc Triều Tiên, nhưng cả
Matxcơva lẫn Bình Nhưỡng đều chối cãi.

Các loại vũ khí thông minh còn cạn nhanh hơn nên phải dùng các hỏa tiễn kém chính
xác, và nay mua drone Shahed-136 của Iran để tấn công cơ sở hạ tầng Ukraine.
Matxcơva thúc giục các công ty quốc phòng phải sản xuất nhiều hơn. Những tháng
gần đây các quan chức cao cấp liên tục đi thăm các nhà máy, hăm dọa ban giám đốc.
Nhưng theo các nhà quan sát, vẫn không thể đủ cho cuộc chiến dữ dội này, nhất là
không còn mua được phụ tùng thay thế cho nhiều loại máy công cụ của phương Tây.

Đã viện trợ 2/3 số hỏa tiễn cơ động cho Kiev, Mỹ tăng tốc sản xuất
Quay lại với dự trữ vũ khí phương Tây. Le Monde lý giải, sau khi Liên Xô sụp đổ, chỉ
phải đối mặt với những địch thủ yếu hơn như Irak, Afghanistan, Somali, Libya, Syria,
các nhà lãnh đạo cắt giảm dần chi tiêu quân sự để dùng vào những việc khác.

Trong những thập niên gần đây, phương Tây chú tâm chế tạo những loại vũ khí tân
tiến, như hỏa tiễn thông minh hay đạn pháo chính xác. Hiệu quả hơn nhưng đắt tiền
hơn, nên các bộ tham mưu hạn chế lượng đặt hàng. Chuyên gia Thibault Fouillet của
Quỹ Nghiên cứu Chiến lược (FRS) giải thích: « Các quân đội phương Tây ngỡ rằng
có thể dùng công nghệ thay cho số lượng. Nhưng tuy vũ khí thông minh rất hữu ích ở
Ukraine, cuộc chiến này cho thấy các loại pháo cổ điển vẫn là chính ».

Quân đội Mỹ hôm 14/11 đã giao cho Lockheed Martin hợp đồng 521 triệu đô la để
tăng số hỏa tiễn GMLRS dùng cho Himars. Trước đó, Washington còn muốn mua
100.000 quả đạn 155 ly của Hàn Quốc. Các dây chuyền phương Tây đã giảm quy mô
vì số hợp đồng của quân đội ít dần, không theo kịp tốc độ. Hai tập đoàn Lockheed
Martin và Raytheon không thể sản xuất hơn 2.100 hỏa tiễn Javelin/tháng.

Ông Cancain hôm 16/11 nhấn mạnh, Hoa Kỳ đã xuất kho số vũ khí trị giá 10 tỉ đô
la cho Ukraine, nhưng chỉ đặt hàng thêm 1,2 tỉ đô. Phải mất nhiều năm nữa số vũ khí
này mới tới tay các đơn vị. Tuy nhiên không phải loại vũ khí nào cũng trong tình
trạng căng thẳng. Đối với đạn cỡ nhỏ, Mỹ đã cấp cho Kiev 81 triệu và có thể sản xuất
8 tỉ băng đạn/năm.

Phía Pháp còn vội vã hơn, đã đặt hàng 18 khẩu đại pháo Caesar theo « thủ tục đơn
giản hóa », nhà sản xuất Nexter phải rút ngắn thời gian sản xuất từ 18 tháng còn 12
tháng. Paris cũng cho kiểm toán kỹ nghệ quốc phòng để nhận ra những doanh nghiệp
nào còn thiếu máy móc, nhân lực nhằm hỗ trợ. Bộ Quân Lực cam kết bảo đảm đặt
hàng lâu dài, dấu hiệu cho thấy Pháp cũng như các nước phương Tây khác đã bước
vào kinh tế thời chiến.

Ukraine, cuộc chiến tranh hao mòn
Đó là một « Cuộc chiến tranh tiêu hao », La Croix nhấn mạnh trên trang nhất, với
khuôn mặt một chiến binh Ukraine đầy ưu tư, đang trên chiến xa cùng với đồng đội.
Đặc phái viên của tờ báo tại Donbass và Kherson cho biết binh sĩ Ukraine trên tiền
tuyến đều vui mừng trước chiến thắng mới đây, nhưng họ không ảo tưởng. Một người
lính thuộc lữ đoàn cơ giới 53 đóng gần Bakhmut thổ lộ mặt trận này rất ác liệt, họ
cầm chân quân Nga từ hơn bốn tháng qua trước áp lực dữ dội của lính đánh thuê
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Wagner hung ác, nhưng luôn cố gắng « đánh nhanh, rút gọn ».

Tại Mykolaiv, Roman Kostenko, một cựu quân nhân trở thành dân biểu rồi lại cầm
súng khi đất nước bị xâm lăng, tính toán quân Nga đã năm lần phải rút chạy : Kiev,
Sumy, Tchernihiv, Kharkiv, Kherson. Nhưng anh không nghĩ rằng chiến thắng
Kherson sẽ lặp lại ở các nơi khác, vì đặc điểm địa hình, bên cạnh đó Nga vẫn còn
nhiều đạn pháo và chiến xa, lại ở thế thủ nên ít vất vả hơn. Điều nghịch lý là những
vũ khí tân tiến của phương Tây chỉ đến được tiền tuyến nhờ đội ngũ đông đảo những
tình nguyện viên, từ quần áo cho đến kính hồng ngoại, áo giáp, đôi khi cả xe bọc thép.
Các chiến sĩ Ukraine sau 9 tháng chiến đấu đã quá mệt mỏi, họ chỉ được nghỉ phép
ngắn ngày.

Phải chăng đây là lúc để đàm phán ? Trả lời Le Monde, ngoại trưởng Thụy Điển
Tobias Billström cho rằng chỉ một quốc gia duy nhất có thể kêu gọi hòa đàm, đó là
Ukraine. Phương Tây cần phải nhắm đến mục tiêu Nga thất bại trên chiến trường,
toàn vẹn lãnh thổ của Ukraine được tái lập kể cả Crimée. Đành rằng nhờ có viện trợ
của Mỹ và châu Âu, nhưng Ukraine đã giành được những thắng lợi vẻ vang nhờ chiến
đấu anh dũng, với nhiều đau thương và nỗ lực ; thế nên không ai có quyền ra lệnh
cho Kiev nên bắt đầu thương lượng khi nào và ở đâu.

Nạn nhân liên đới Moldova được châu Âu tiếp sức
Nỗi lo chiến tranh cũng đè nặng lên nước láng giềng Moldova, có đường biên giới
chung với Ukraine, lệ thuộc nặng nề vào khí đốt Nga, hơn nữa còn có 2.000 quân Nga
đang đóng ở Transnistrie. Le Figaro ghi nhận « Trước mối đe dọa từ Nga, châu Âu
hỗ trợ Moldova », Le Monde cũng nói về « Trợ giúp mới cho an ninh của Moldova ».

Hiếm khi đất nước nhỏ bé, là một trong những nước nghèo nhất châu Âu, nằm
giữa Rumani và Ukraine, lại được chú ý nhiều như thế. Lần thứ ba kể từ 8 tháng qua,
quốc gia 2,6 triệu dân là trung tâm cuộc hội nghị viện trợ hôm 21/11 ở Paris, tập hợp
34 nước trong đó có Hoa Kỳ, và 15 tổ chức quốc tế. Mục tiêu là khẩn cấp giúp người
dân vượt qua mùa đông, trong cuộc khủng hoảng năng lượng trầm trọng nhất kể từ
30 năm qua. Đồng thời hỗ trợ nước cộng hòa thuộc Liên Xô cũ trên con đường gia
nhập Liên Hiệp Châu Âu (EU).

Moldova là nạn nhân liên đới của cuộc xâm lăng Ukraine. Trước chiến tranh, 100 %
khí đốt tiêu thụ nhập từ Nga, nhưng từ khi nữ tổng thống thân châu Âu Maia Sandu
được bầu lên, Gazprom vừa giảm cung cấp lại vừa tăng giá, nhằm bóp nghẹp nước
này. Bộ trưởng Nội Vụ Ana Revenko cho biết đến phân nửa ngân sách quốc gia được
dành để mua năng lượng : giá khí đốt tăng gấp 7 lần, điện tăng gấp 4, Moldova có
nguy cơ sụp đổ trong mùa đông. Điện cúp triền miên - Kiev không còn xuất khẩu điện
sang vì bị Matxcơva oanh tác cơ sở hạ tầng. Lạm phát lên đến 35 %, bên cạnh đó
Chisinau còn phải tiếp nhận 90.000 người Ukraine tị nạn.

Trước nguy cơ bị Nga tấn công, Moldova quyết định tăng cường phòng vệ. Quân đội
Moldova chỉ có 5.000 người, Pháp sẽ giúp huấn luyện, và EU viện trợ 30 triệu euro
làm tăng gấp đôi ngân sách quốc phòng. Ít nhất đã ba lần bị các mảnh hỏa tiễn Nga
rơi xuống lãnh thổ, Moldova cũng mong được viện trợ hệ thống chống tên lửa.

Ukraine phản công thắng lợi, đẩy lùi quân Nga làm giảm bớt mối đe dọa lên Moldova,
nhưng nữ bộ trưởng Revenko nhấn mạnh vẫn phải chuẩn bị cho một cuộc chiến lâu
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dài. Ngay cả nếu Ukraine chiến thắng, Nga vẫn không sớm trở thành nước dân chủ,
và Moldova luôn phải đối phó với chế độ độc tài sát cạnh.

Moldova : Tỉ phú thân Nga mướn người biểu tình phá rối hàng tuần
Phóng sự của Le Figaro cho biết thêm « Matxcơva dùng một tài phiệt nhiều ảnh
hưởng để phá rối chính phủ Moldova ». Tỉ phú Ilan Shor và đảng mang tên ông ta chi
tiền để tổ chức các cuộc biểu tình hàng tuần kể từ tháng Chín ở Chisinau.

Từ sáng sớm, những chiếc minibus đã tỏa đi khắp nơi, thu gom những nông dân lớn
tuổi về khu trung tâm để biểu tình. Hướng về phía Quốc hội, họ diễn trò tiễn biệt
người « quá cố » : Maia Sandu, đương kim tổng thống thân châu Âu. Những câu khẩu
hiệu tố cáo bà Sandu không giữ lời hứa, giá khí đốt tăng do quay lưng lại với Nga,
ông Shor bị chèn ép...

Đến cuối buổi chiều người biểu tình trở về nhà, như xong một ngày làm việc. Phóng
viên Le Figaro tiếp cận Anton, một thanh niên vừa tham gia, anh xác nhận được
đảng Shor trả cho 20 euro mỗi lần biểu tình, và đây là lần thứ tư. Khoảng mấy ngàn «
biểu tình viên » hàng tuần có được « việc làm » nhờ ông Shor. Sống lưu vong ở Israel
từ 2019, Ilan Shor giàu to từ năm 2014 trong vụ được người dân Moldova gọi là « vụ
cướp thế kỷ » : biển thủ gần 1 tỉ euro của ba ngân hàng, số tiền này tương đương 8 %
GDP cả nước.

« Có tiền mua tiên cũng được », năm 2015 chỉ sau vài tháng quản thúc tại gia, ông ta
trở thành thị trưởng Orhei, một thành phố nhỏ nhanh chóng trở nên thành lũy để mở
rộng ảnh hưởng trên khắp Moldova. Đường sá được sửa sang lại, thị trưởng bỏ tiền
túi trả chi phí đèn đường, gởi sâm banh và kẹo tặng cho dân ngày sinh nhật...Viên
ngọc của vương quốc Shor nằm ở ngoại ô, đó là một khu giải trí nhìn sang một hồ
nhân tạo, nước được các xe xi-tẹc đưa về từ Hắc Hải.

Công khai ủng hộ Matxcơva, nhà tài phiệt 35 tuổi cưới Jasmin, một nữ ca sĩ Nga từng
được Vladimir Putin đích thân gắn huy chương. Hôm 26/10, bộ Tài Chính Hoa Kỳ
trừng phạt hai vợ chồng vì « phá rối chính trị tại Moldova, được sự hỗ trợ của Nga
» và mưu toan « phá hoại việc Moldova gia nhập Liên Hiệp Châu Âu ». Trên mạng xã
hội và hai kênh thân Nga do người thân của Shor nắm, tháng nào cũng có tin « NATO
và Rumani sắp xâm lăng Moldova ».
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