The News around Us in Mar #1

Russian Support for Putin’s War in Ukraine Is Hardening
Bloomberg News

(Bloomberg) -- As Viladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine struggles into its second year,
his transformation of Russian society is in overdrive.

The Russian leader has unleashed a wave of repression not seen since his KGB hero
Yuri Andropov ruled, jailing citizens for the slightest hints of questioning of his
official line, a mix of Russian imperial and Soviet nostalgia that has been rushed into
curricula for schools and universities across the country.

Artists, writers and actors have been hounded from their jobs for even suggesting
critical views, their works and exhibits replaced by new ones scrubbed for adherence
to the neo-Soviet “traditional values’ Putin wrote into law. Schoolchildren denounce
teachers and parishioners priests for suggesting peace instead of war.

Pro-war Propaganda Signs In Moscow© Photographer: Contributor/Getty Images
Europe

To shore up support, his government has doled out cash payments to citizens in the
country’s impoverished regions and shut down the few remaining media outlets that
challenged the official state version of events.

In stage-managed events lavishly covered by the state media, Putin maintains the
image that the war is far away, rarely referring to it directly, highlighting economic
successes, new welfare benefits and renovated clinics.

That was the message of his state-of-the-nation speech this week, which blamed the
conflict on the US and its allies but offered no hint of when it might end. Instead,
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Putin offered new benefits to veterans and their families, touting the value of combat
experience as the “best school of life.”

So far, the message is working. Even as the invasion has dragged on far longer than
the few days that the Kremlin originally hoped and casualties have mounted into the
tens of thousands, the majority of Russians say they are ready to keep fighting,
according to independent polls.

Only about a fifth of Russians want to bring a quick end to the war if that means
admitting defeat, according to a Kremlin consultant.

Darya, a 36-year-old bookkeeper, said she was dead set against her husband’s plan
to volunteer to fight when he first announced it shortly after the invasion last year,
threatening to leave him if he did. Her husband, a veteran with combat experience,
signed up anyway. By the time he came back on furlough in the summer, she’d
changed her mind.

“Now I think my husband is a hero,” said Darya, asking that her last name and the
provincial city she lives in not be used for fear of speaking openly to a US media
outlet.

“Men shouldn’t hide behind mother’s skirts when their country needs them,” she
added. “When he comes back in March, we re planning to pay off the mortgage” with
his earnings, she said.
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Russians' Support for Ukraine War Strong | Share of Russians saying they support
actions of their military in Ukraine© Bloomberg

Around the country, Putin’s explanation that Russia is fighting not Ukraine but the
entire “collective West,” a narrative adopted after a string of defeats at the hands of
Kyiv’s forces, has resonated more than the initial claims the war was about removing
the government in Kyiv, according to pollsters. The fact that the US and its allies
aren’t actually fighting doesn’t shake that conviction.
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The perceived strength of the support reinforces the Kremlin’s confidence that it can
triumph in the conflict by outlasting Ukraine and its allies, even if that means
tolerating much greater sacrifice, according to people close to the leadership.

Since he came to power in 2000, Putin has been remaking Russia to harden his
control over society for just this kind of conflict, crushing potential threats to his
power and eradicating opponents and dissenting views.

Since he sent troops into Ukraine a year ago, that effort has accelerated exponentially.
Staffers are already laying plans for his re-election campaign in 2024, which would
keep him in power at least until 2030, the people said.

The Kremlin spent two decades forging the ‘Putin Majority’ — the tens of millions of
Russians sure that the former KGB operative knows best — and is confident it’s still

solid and ready for whatever he decides, the people said. That’s likely to be a war that
may last years, but also could be a temporary truce to win time to gird for a new fight.

At the same time, surveys show that anything that brings the war close to home for
Russians - such as last year’s mobilization of 300,000 reservists — fuels alarm and
support for a negotiated settlement.

The educated middle class in the country’s largest cities that had for decades been
less antagonistic toward the West has been transformed or eradicated. Upwards of a
million Russians, many of them young professionals, have left the country in the
biggest exodus since the 1990s.

Those in the elite once considered relative ‘liberals’ who ve stayed are cowed into
silence by fear of retribution or have embraced the Kremlin'’s anti-western line.

Dmitry Medvedev, who as Putin’s hand-picked president from 2008-2012 embodied
the hopes of the ‘liberal’ wing, has become one of the most outspoken hardliners,
threatening nuclear war in social media posts.

Within the Kremlin, his clout is growing, according to insiders, as Putin values his
commitment. Senior officials now regularly attend meetings Medvedev calls, the
people said. Putin has dispatched him to China, a key ally, and given him an
expanded role in supervising military production.

What little public criticism of the official line is tolerated is limited mainly to
hardliners calling for an even greater commitment to the war effort, with more strikes
on civilian targets in Ukraine or even NATO.

Putin’s Puts - Why Sanctions Didn’t Crush Russia

“For many, it’s become impossible to maintain a neutral position,” said Svetlana
Erpyleva of the Public Sociology Laboratory, a group of researchers that’s conducted
hundreds of anonymous interviews with Russians on their views on the war.

“They feel the pressure of the environment and they choose support.”
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Russians See Longer War | How long do you expect the war to last?© Bloomberg

The hardening of pro-war views has left the few Russians willing to speak out openly
against it even more isolated.

Maria Ponomarenko, a 44-year-old activist from the Siberian city of Barnaul, was
charged last year under the strict censorship law passed after the invasion for posting
in Telegram about the deaths of Ukrainian civilians in Mariupol, a city besieged by
Russian troops.

But after spending a few days under house arrest with her ex-husband and his family,
she asked a court to send her back to jail because of the tension caused by their pro-
war views.

The judge initially refused, relenting only after another of their arguments over the
invasion ended with her husband turning violent, according to Ponomarenko. Last
week, she was sentenced to six years in prison.

“To prove my innocence, it’s enough to open the constitution and read,” she told the
court in her closing remarks. “If there’s a war, call it a war,” she said. Censorship
laws passed last year ban the use of that word for what Putin calls a “special military
operation.”

His personalized rule has permeated to the lowest levels of the system. “Do you trust
our commander—in-chief, President Putin?” was the prosecutor’s final question in
her cross-examination of a Moscow student charged with posting “fakes” about the
war in a Telegram channel. “No, I don’t trust Putin,” the 22-year-old said from the
glass defendant’s cage. “That’s why I'm here.” He faces as much as nine years in
prison if convicted.

After thousands were arrested, the sporadic protests seen at the beginning of the war
have died out. Activist Ivan Zhdanov said opposition still boils beneath the surface,
but is limited amid the crackdown to relatively minor acts like anti-war graffiti and


https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-support-for-putin-s-war-in-ukraine-is-hardening/ar-AA17P6vI?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=0476a11d7688456293f4a63a062526e5%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-support-for-putin-s-war-in-ukraine-is-hardening/ar-AA17P6vI?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=0476a11d7688456293f4a63a062526e5%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-support-for-putin-s-war-in-ukraine-is-hardening/ar-AA17P6vI?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=0476a11d7688456293f4a63a062526e5&fullscreen=true&crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-support-for-putin-s-war-in-ukraine-is-hardening/ar-AA17P6vI?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=0476a11d7688456293f4a63a062526e5%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-support-for-putin-s-war-in-ukraine-is-hardening/ar-AA17P6vI?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=0476a11d7688456293f4a63a062526e5%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/the-average-life-expectancy-of-a-front-line-soldier-in-eastern-ukraine-is-around-4-hours-says-an-american-fighting-in-the-meat-grinder/ar-AA17Od7w?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=3ba4f143962a4f98a438324121132926%26fullscreen=true%26ei=37

hacking. Like many other allies of jailed opposition leader Alexey Navalny, Zhdanov
left Russia before the invasion.

After polls showed a spike in public anxiety and support for talks to end the war in the
wake of Putin’s Sept. 21 order mobilizing 300,000 reservists for the front, the Kremlin
quickly resumed its efforts to shield the bulk of the population from the impact of the
fighting. Pollsters say the public alarm passed quickly, but support remains largely
passive.

Still, local actions in support of the troops are growing. While many are organized or
encouraged by the authorities, many have been grassroots initiatives, from school
PTA groups collecting tin cans to make “trench candles” to send to the front lines to
women’s groups crocheting camouflage mesh for the military.

Across Russia, citizens are turning others in for even the subtlest hint of questioning
the war.

In the southern city of Krasnodar, a court last summer fined a local resident for
posting in the WhatsApp chat for residents of his apartment building about the
memoirs of a Soviet World War Il veteran recounting abuses by troops against
German civilians after the fall of Berlin.

A neighbor turned him in to police, who charged him under a new law banning
criticism of the Red Army’s role in the war. Putin has sought to draw parallels to that
struggle in marshalling support for his Ukraine invasion.

“Every supporter of the war watches TV, this propaganda is indeed a weapon of mass
destruction,” said defense lawyer Alexey Avanesyan.

Russia's Web Censors Block More Sites | Total number of websites blocked by
Russian authorities© Bloomberg

Russians show a growing demand for more repressive measures against those seen as
traitors and critics, according to the Kremlin consultant. The authorities have been
quick to respond.
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Though still far less sweeping than those seen in the Soviet era, the wartime
crackdown has seen more than 400 people prosecuted for actions deemed protests or
violations of the new censorship laws, according to the OVD-Info monitoring group.

Earlier this month, after the Ministry of Culture, responding to a complaint from a
visitor, opened a formal probe into whether Moscow’s Tretyakov Art Gallery was
observing Putin’s “traditional values” in its exhibits, the respected director was
ousted.

Legislators are considering plans to strip critics who 've left the country of their
property and citizenship, penalties last applied in the Soviet era. Another draft law
would require the use of literary Russian language in an effort to “protect Russian
from the excessive use of foreign words.”

“The Kremlin is cobbling together a new imperial identity for Russian society from
feelings of hurt, resentment, insecurity and paranoid purging of ‘traitors’ and
‘foreign agents,’” said Maxim Krupsky, a lawyer who defended activists and others
caught up in the government’s steadily growing campaign to brand opponents under
that title.

Putin has put special focus on ensuring his revanchist vision of Russia’s history and
mission is reflected in textbooks and the education system. A new required volume to
be required for university students highlights the tradition of a strong hand in Russia
through the centuries, including the current one.

And last week, the Kremlin allocated 18.6 billion rubles (3250 million) for a new
network of “patriotic” summer camps for children. Special school lessons
highlighting the Kremlin’s claim that Russia has been fighting western
encroachment for centuries will be expanded to include parents.

“If the current political system remains with the existing leaders for another 10 years
or so, that’s a full school cycle for indoctrination, ” said Ekaterina Schulmann, a
Russian political scientist now based in Berlin.

“And not so much in patriotism and this expansionist nonsense but in hypocrisy and
getting used to lies.”

The average life expectancy of a front-line soldier in eastern Ukraine is around 4
hours, says an American fighting in 'the meat grinder’
Chris Panella (cpanella@insider.com) - Business Insider
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A Ukrainian soldier fires towards Russian positions outside Bakhmut, Ukraine, on
November 8, 2022. Bulent Kilic/AFP via Getty Images© Bulent Kilic/AFP via Getty
Images

The average life expectancy of a front-line soldier in eastern Ukraine is just four
hours, a former US Marine fighting alongside Ukrainian forces in the Donbas told
ABC News.

"It's been pretty bad on the ground. A lot of casualties. The life expectancy is around
four hours on the front line," American Troy Offenbecker said.

The city of Bakhmut has experienced some of the bloodiest fighting since Russia's
invasion in Ukraine almost one year ago. The battle for the city is the longest running
of the war.

Fighting in Bakhmut is so bad, Offenbecker said, it's been dubbed "the meat grinder."

In early January, a senior US military official described combat in and around this
town, which may be of limited strategic significance to either side, as "savage."”

"You're talking about thousands upon thousands of artillery rounds that have been
delivered between both sides," the official said. "In many cases, you know, you're
looking at, you know, several thousand artillery rounds in a day that are being
exchanged."

Bakhmut has been a major target for Russian offensive forces. According to the UK
Ministry of Defence, Russia is under "increasing political pressure” to claim some
victories ahead of the anniversary of the invasion.

"It is likely that Russia will claim that Bakhmut has been captured to align with the
anniversary, regardless of the reality on the ground," the ministry tweeted Monday.

Bakhmut, in the Donetsk region, has been besieged by Russian forces throughout
much of the war in Ukraine. Late last year, Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said it had been reduced to "burned ruins."”

Russian forces have been attempting to encircle the war-torn city for months, but stiff
Ukrainian opposition has so far prevented the Russians from taking it.


https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-support-for-putin-s-war-in-ukraine-is-hardening/ar-AA17P6vI?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=0476a11d7688456293f4a63a062526e5%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-support-for-putin-s-war-in-ukraine-is-hardening/ar-AA17P6vI?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=0476a11d7688456293f4a63a062526e5%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-support-for-putin-s-war-in-ukraine-is-hardening/ar-AA17P6vI?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=0476a11d7688456293f4a63a062526e5%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-support-for-putin-s-war-in-ukraine-is-hardening/ar-AA17P6vI?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=0476a11d7688456293f4a63a062526e5%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/the-average-life-expectancy-of-a-front-line-soldier-in-eastern-ukraine-is-around-4-hours-says-an-american-fighting-in-the-meat-grinder/ar-AA17Od7w?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=3ba4f143962a4f98a438324121132926%26fullscreen=true%26ei=37
https://abcnews.go.com/International/nonstop-shelling-former-us-marine-fighting-bakhmut-fighting/story?id=97324824
https://abcnews.go.com/International/nonstop-shelling-former-us-marine-fighting-bakhmut-fighting/story?id=97324824
https://twitter.com/DefenceHQ/status/1627555726628425728?s=20
https://twitter.com/DefenceHQ/status/1627555726628425728?s=20
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/12/11/zelenskyy-says-russia-has-reduced-bakhmut-city-to-a-burnt-ruin

Photos in Gallery©AP Photo/Kostiantyn Liberov

5 of the biggest surprises of Putin's devastating war in Ukraine
When Russian forces invaded Ukraine in late February, Putin and other observers
expected the country to crumble fast.

Over 10 months later Ukraine still stands, and its forces has even liberated occupied
lands. Throughout this conflict, there have been surprises on both sides. Here are 5 of
the biggest twists.

Russian President Viadimir Putin expected victory to come quickly and without
trouble when his forces invaded Ukraine. When the Russian leader delivered his
televised war declaration on February 24, sending his troops forward to carry out a
large-scale invasion, he anticipated that Kyiv would fall in a matter of days — a
grave assessment echoed by US and Western intelligence, as well as many think tank
experts and analysts.

More than 10 months later, the city of nearly 3 million people remains in Ukrainian
hands. The country's forces have managed to not only weather Moscow's invasion on
multiple fronts, but have even pushed Russian troops back in some areas, liberating
thousands of square miles of territory that had fallen to Russian troops early in the
war.

US officials have declared Putin's war efforts in Ukraine a "failure.” That said, there
is still no end in sight for the sight for this devastating conflict that has
caused hundreds of thousands of casualties and left Ukrainian cities in ruins.

The poor performance of the Russian military has surprised Putin and other
observers, but it's only one of several unexpected twists in the past 10 months of war.
Here are some other unforeseen moments.
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The way Russia invaded and the failures that came with it

The earliest — and perhaps biggest — surprise was the way that Russia carried out
its invasion of Ukraine.

Seeming to overestimate the strength of his armed forces and underestimate the will
of Ukraine to resist, Putin — and some Western intelligence — expected Kyiv would
not be able to hold out more than a few days.

Miscalculations by Russian leadership coupled with the poor communication of
objectives to officers and troops tasked with fighting the war, however, let to an array
of Russian mistakes and blunders during the early days of the war, like units finding
themselves isolated or struggling with substantial logistical problems.

Russian forces were expected to move in large groups consisting of soldiers, armor,
and artillery, conducting combined arms warfare with air support and other assets,
but that didn't happen.

"We would have thought that they would have done a much more deliberate, well-
thought-through operation. That is not what they did," Jeffrey Edmonds, a Russia
expert at the Center for Naval Analyses and former CIA military analyst, told Insider,
explaining that Russia didn't lead with a massive air campaign and its soldiers were
basically just told to drive to Kyiv.

"That's not the way we at all thought that they would invade," he said.
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Ukraine's ability to not only stop the Russians but drive them back

Heading into the war, Russia greatly underestimated the will of the Ukrainian people
to defend their homeland and the strength and combat capability of the country's
military.

"Another surprise was the level of capability of the Ukrainians to defend against the
invasion, despite Russian screw ups,” Edmonds said. "And that's continued
throughout."

Ukraine managed to not only protect Kyiv against the advancing Russian troops, but
it even managed to force their retreat from the capital region after just a few weeks.
Beyond that, Ukrainian troops have since managed to liberate thousands of square
miles of territory from Russian occupation during various counteroffensives along the
war's northeastern and southern fronts.

One significant achievement was the recent liberation of Kherson. This southern city
was the first major city captured by Putin's forces and the only regional capital
Russian troops had managed to seize. It was a big early war win for Russia, but it was
unable to hold it.

The weapons Ukraine had to fight the war and the way they were used on the
battlefield have made a tremendous difference.

Edmonds said the effectiveness of US-provided High Mobility Artillery Rocket System
(HIMARS), and Ukraine's ability to integrate these weapons into its arsenal, were
unexpected. These rocket launchers were much-sought-after by Ukraine, and quickly
became celebrated among the country's armed forces and its top officials for the
damage they could deliver to Russian forces.
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The Kharkiv counteroffensive that hit in the northeast as everyone was looking south
After months of fighting in a grinding and slow-moving conflict in Ukraine's eastern
Donbas region, Kyiv's forces launched two major counteroffensives along the war's
northeastern and southern fronts.

Only the southern offensive to retake Kherson had been expected, as Ukraine had
been telegraphing that one for months. As Russian troops moved to defend along the
southern front, Ukrainian forces suddenly hit hard from unexpected direction.

Ukraine's northeastern counteroffensive, which was focused in the Kharkiv region,
began in late summer and featured a blitz-style push on Russian positions. The
advance quickly turned into a rout that forced Russian troops to abandon massive
amounts of weaponry and saw Ukraine liberate huge chunks of land.

Edmonds said the Kharkiv counteroffensive was a "big surprise” to everyone,
including the Ukrainians, especially considering the "extent and speed"” of Ukraine's
advances.

Ukraine has "shown a remarkable ability to take advantages of opportunities that
present themselves on the battlefield, and the current counteroffensive in Kharkiv is
no exception to that," Pentagon Press Secretary Air Force Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder said
in mid-September.
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Explosive attacks behind Russian lines that stirred instability and fear at rear
positions

Another unexpected aspect of the war in Ukraine has been the number of attacks far
behind the line in Russian-controlled territory. There have been attacks in occupied
areas like the Crimean peninsula but also in Russia.

Earlier this month, a handful of Russian bases — two of them located hundreds of
miles from the Ukraine border — were rocked by explosions. The attacks were
reportedly the result of drones launched from Ukrainian territory, though Kyiv denied
involvement.

The Russian defense ministry blamed the attacks on Soviet-era drones. Although there
was some speculation on the type, it is unclear. That Russian bases could be targeted
so deep within the country raised eyebrows, as it pointed to a major force protection
failure and a longer reach than expected for Ukraine.

"I don't think anybody foresaw them having UAV capability that could reach into
Russia and attack strategic air bases,”" Edmonds said.

And those strikes were not isolated instances. A few weeks prior, Ukraine appeared to
attack Russia's naval forces at southern Crimea's Sevastopol using unmanned surface
vehicles (USVs) and UAVss.

Although the use of drones throughout this conflict has not been a surprise, Edmonds
said that "some of the ways in which they've been used, and the success of the
operations with them, have been somewhat surprising.”
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The extent of Western support for Ukraine

Immediately after Russia's February 24 invasion, Western countries wasted no time in

banding together to condemn Putin for launching the attack — a response that the
Russian leader did not anticipate, at least not at the level seen throughout the war.

Ten months into this conflict, countries from NATO and the European Union have
since stayed relatively unified in their support for Ukraine, providing military and
humanitarian aid while also slapping round after round of sanctions on Russia.

Putin's miscalculations on the strength of a united Western response, meanwhile,
have opened the door to NATO expansion, something he has historically
been strongly against.

The war has even led some countries — like Germany and Switzerland —

to reverse various military, foreign, and financial policies.

"I think both the US response and the European solidarity on [the war] were
surprising to everybody." Edmonds said.

"I just think there's this up-welling feeling of like, this just isn't acceptable.”

For now, the war continues with no clear immediate off ramp. Despite significant

setbacks for Russia in this conflict, Moscow has signaled that it intends to continue its

fight. Putin himself has said this will be a long process, and Ukraine is bracing for
the possibility of new Russian offensives in the new year.

A regiment of drafted Russian soldiers who made video plea to Putin to stop them
being 'slaughtered’ are now mostly dead, report says
Alia Shoaib (ashoaib@insider.com) - Business Insider
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This photograph taken on September 11, 2022, shows a Ukrainian soldier standing
atop an abandoned Russian tank near a village on the outskirts of Izyum, Kharkiv
Region, eastern Ukraine, amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine. JUAN
BARRETO/AFP via Getty Images© Provided by Business Insider

Drafted Russian soldiers made a video appeal to Viadimir Putin for help.

They feared they would be "slaughtered" and criticized their commanders' "lawless
and criminal orders."”

Most of the soldiers in the regiment have died in Donetsk since recording the video, a
report says.

Almost an entire regiment of mobilized Russian troops have reportedly died after they
recorded a video appeal to President Vladimir Putin saying they were being sent "to
be slaughtered" in Ukraine.

The soldiers from Russia's Irkutsk region in Siberia said they were "illegally" placed
under the command of Russian-backed separatists in Donetsk and asked for Putin's
help dealing with their "lawless and criminal orders," according to Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty.

"Please help," the soldiers say in the video while in their uniforms with their faces
covered. "There is nowhere else to turn."”

Relatives of two of the soldiers told reporters that nearly the entire regiment was
destroyed between February 28 to March 1 after they were sent to storm Ukrainian
fortifications near occupied Donetsk, Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty's Siberian
branch reported.

In the video, which was published by Telegram channel of the Siberian news outlet
Lyudi Baikala on February 235, the soldiers directly ask Putin for help.
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The draftees said they were sent to the Donbas region in Ukraine and put into assault
units within a day and ordered to attack the city of Avdiivka without any support,
heavy weapons, or preparation, according to the Russian outlet Meduza.

"Command told us directly that we are expendable and that the only chance we have
of returning home is getting injured," the soldiers say in the video, per Meduza.

They further claimed that commanders from the Donetsk People's Republic, the
unrecognized breakaway republic formed by Russian-backed separatists, would fire
machine guns at troops who refused to join the assault units.

The video was the soldiers' third such appeal, according to the Russian outlet The
Insider. The outlet said the men were from Regiment 1439, second battalion. A
Russian battalion's strength ranges from 250 to 950 soldiers and officers.

The Russian Governor of Irkutsk, Igor Kobzev, said on Telegram that he had asked
the military prosecutor's office to look into the video message and added that draftees
would be sent to a different place in the future.

Putin ordered the partial mobilization of the country's military reservists in
September, which sparked anti-war protests and thousands of fighting-age
men fleeing the country.

China's Xi Jinping Is 'Getting Ready for War,' Russian Analyst Says
Thomas Kika - Newsweek

An analyst appearing on Russian state-run TV recently asserted that Chinese
President Xi Jinping is preparing for a future war with the West.

Above, a photo of Chinese President Xi Jinping with an inset image of a Chinese
nuclear submarine. An analyst appearing on Russian state TV recently claimed that
China has been preparing for a war with the U.S. for many years.© Mark
Schiefelbein; Greg Bowker/AFP via Getty Images,; Getty Images


https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-support-for-putin-s-war-in-ukraine-is-hardening/ar-AA17P6vI?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=0476a11d7688456293f4a63a062526e5%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-support-for-putin-s-war-in-ukraine-is-hardening/ar-AA17P6vI?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=0476a11d7688456293f4a63a062526e5%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-support-for-putin-s-war-in-ukraine-is-hardening/ar-AA17P6vI?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=0476a11d7688456293f4a63a062526e5%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-support-for-putin-s-war-in-ukraine-is-hardening/ar-AA17P6vI?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=0476a11d7688456293f4a63a062526e5%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/the-average-life-expectancy-of-a-front-line-soldier-in-eastern-ukraine-is-around-4-hours-says-an-american-fighting-in-the-meat-grinder/ar-AA17Od7w?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=3ba4f143962a4f98a438324121132926%26fullscreen=true%26ei=37
https://meduza.io/en/news/2023/02/26/command-told-us-directly-that-we-are-expendable-draftees-from-irkutsk-appeal-to-putin-for-help
https://theins.ru/news/259723
https://theins.ru/news/259723
https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/russia/army-ue-echelons.htm
https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/russia/army-ue-echelons.htm
https://t.me/kobzevii/2537
https://www.businessinsider.com/police-arrest-hundreds-russians-protesting-putin-military-mobilization-ukraine-war-2022-9
https://www.businessinsider.com/russians-fleeing-putin-ukraine-mobilization-face-traffic-expensive-flights-prison-2022-9
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/xi-jinping
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/china-s-xi-jinping-is-getting-ready-for-war-russian-analyst-says/ar-AA18dYCq?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=23566d2571bb4df69e3139501a329f5a&ei=24&fullscreen=true&crc=true

The exchange appeared on a Russian news program and was shared across social
media by Russian Media Monitor, a watchdog group dedicated to reporting on the
country's state-controlled news apparatus, on Friday.

According to the group's founder, Julia Davis, the discussion in the clip surrounded
possible Chinese military aid to Russia amid the country's ongoing war with Ukraine,
and how it might be affected by China's recent peace proposal for the conflict.

Late last month, the Chinese government put forward a 12-point plan for ending the
conflict in Ukraine. Though the plan contains some provisions that would be
advantageous to Ukraine, including a call for the sovereignty of all involved nations
to be respected, it also contains some that might cause the plan to be dismissed
entirely.

Notably, the plan does not call for Russian forces to withdraw from Ukraine, and
does not call for the Kremlin to relinquish Ukrainian land that it has attempted to
annex amid the conflict.

China Will Attack U.S. Soil If Tensions Boil Over: Army Secretary

"Meanwhile in Russia: experts discussed China's peace proposal and various ways in
which China's military aid to Russia might be covertly provided," Davis tweeted
Friday. "They asserted that Xi Jinping is preparing China for war against the West at
some point in the future.”

At the start of the clip, Nikolai Vavilov, an expert on China, is prompted to comment
on China's intentions with its peace proposal. Eventually, the conversation moves to
the ever-hostile relationship between Beijing and the United States, to which Vavilov
claims that Xi has been preparing for war since taking office over a decade ago.

"Since coming to power, comrade Xi has been getting ready for war," Vavilov said.
"He gave an order to prepare an army that is capable of winning war. Xi Jinping has
no doubts about the plans of Americans."

During the discussion, the expert also touched on ways in which China might be able
to provide military aid to Russia, despite its peace proposal offer, as Ukraine has
received military aid from many Western countries.

"China will most likely remain within the boundaries of international law and won't
supply weapons to an active party of the conflict,” he added. "However, as we know,
the Chinese very skillfully circumvent any constraints.

Most likely, manufacturing facilities might be created in one of the nations bordering
the Russian Federation with whom there is an existing military cooperation. From the
standpoint of international law, this manufacturing won't undermine the image of
China as a peacekeeper and so on."

Newsweek reached out to foreign policy experts for comment.

The possibility of a war between the U.S. and China is a consistent and growing
worry for defense and foreign policy officials. Earlier this week, Army Secretary
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Christine Wormuth warned that a conflict with China would greatly endanger "the
United States homeland" due to "both kinetic attacks and non-kinetic attacks—
whether it's cyberattacks on the power grid or on pipelines."

New Footage Shows Russian Drone Dropping Grenade Inside a Tank
Peter Suciu - 1945

There have been many reports of Ukrainian troops using small, off-the-shelf
drones to successfully target Russian main battle tanks (MBTs) on the front lines.

T-72 Tank in Ukraine© Provided by 1945

The commercially-made unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) have been known to loiter
over enemy positions and then drop enough ordnance to seriously damage or
even disable the tanks.

Russia has lost thousands of tanks and other armored fighting vehicles since it
launched its unprovoked invasion just over a year ago, and it appears that after all of
that time, the Kremlin's soldiers have finally learned to utilize the same tactics on the
front-lines.

What We Know

Earlier this week, a video circulated on social media showed an

abandoned Ukrainian T-72B3 MBT — likely one that had been previously captured by
Russian forces — was abandoned after running over an anti-tank mine. The crew had
apparently escaped to safety, but the tank couldn't be recovered.

Russian forces were able to drop an F-1 anti-personnel hand grenade from a drone
into the abandoned tank's open hatch; taking the MBT out of service.

Video of the incident was shared via the Twitter account of Ukraine Weapons Tracker
(@UAWeapons) on Thursday.

Soviet Era Hand Grenade
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1t is unclear from the video how much damage the grenade may have done to the
internal components and systems of the MBT, but the Soviet-era F-1 — based on the
similar-sized French F1 grenade that was developed during the First World War — is
reported to contain a 60-gram Trinitrotoluene explosive charge (TNT).

Due to its shape and yellow-green color, the Soviet-designed F-1 was nicknamed
"Limonka" (Russian for "Little Lemon") by Soviet soldiers. It is still known by that
moniker today.

The Soviet grenade was first introduced during the Second World War but
redesigned in the Cold War.

It has a notched/ribbed steel exterior that facilitates fragmentation upon detonation
but also helps prevent it from slipping out of a soldier’s hand. Grenades are an ideal
weapon to be carried by a drone, as fuse variants are available that provide delays
between zero (instantaneous) and 13 seconds.

The F-1 has also been widely employed as a hidden "booby-trap" explosive.

The radius of the fragment dispersion is up to 200 meters (660 feet), and about 60
percent of the grenade body is pulverized during the explosion, while just 30 percent
of the remaining body splits into roughly 290 high-velocity, sharp-edge splinters.
Each of those weighs around a gram and has an initial speed of about 700 m/s (2,300
feet-per-second).

Thus, while small, such ordnance would likely do significant damage to the interior of
a tank — and would cause serious injury and more likely kill anyone inside.
Fortunately for the Ukrainian tank crew this week they had departed long before that
grenade was dropped into the open hatch.
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Ukraine plant builds 6-person bunkers for war's front lines
HANNA ARHIROV A (Associated Press) - AP

KRYVYI RIH, Ukraine (AP) — The pops of welding torches and the piecing whine of
angle grinders fill the spacious production floor at a steel plant in Kryvyi Rih, the city
in central Ukraine that is President Volodymyr Zelenskyy ’s hometown.

A worker welds part of a shelter in a plant of the Metinvest company, in Kryvyi Rih,
Ukraine, Thursday, March 2, 2023. The plant, which is part of Renat Akhmetov's
Metinvest metals and mining holding, ships metal shelters to the frontline. (AP
Photo/Thibault Camus)© Provided by The Associated Press

Instead of doing their usual jobs producing and repairing mining equipment, some
workers are busy building metal bunkers for front-line troops. Ukrainian mining and
metals company Metinvest launched the project, and the plant workers say they are
happy contributing to the resistance to Russia's invasion.

For now, that means assembling prefabricated materials into underground shelters
using a Soviet-era design. They have already shipped 123 of the 2-meter (6 1/2-foot) -
wide, 6-meter (20-foot) -long structures structures to areas that include eastern
Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia and Donetsk provinces.
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Workers weld and cut metal as they build a shelter in a plant of Metinvest company,

in Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine, Thursday, March 2, 2023. The plant, which is part of Renat

Akhmetov's Metinvest metals and mining holding, ships metal shelters to frontline.
(AP Photo/Thibault Camus)© Provided by The Associated Press

Each shelter requires nearly 2 tons of steel. The bunkers are built to withstand
projectiles with calibers of up to 152 millimeters, can accommodate up to six soldiers
and need to be buried 1.5 meters (about 5 feet) underground.

“This is so they can rest, sit out the attacks,” said Petro Zhuk, who manages the 40-
person team building the shelters. Although the structures take 165 man-hours to
produce including the prefabrication, his team can build one a day, Zhuk said.

Vitalii Yevzhenko, 54, rounds a metal plate to build a shelter in a plant of Metinvest
company, in Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine, Thursday, March 2, 2023. The plant, which is part
of Renat Akhmetov's Metinvest metals and mining holding, ships metal shelters to
frontline. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)© Provided by The Associated Press
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The six beds inside are made of wood. The shelter also comes with a place to put a
portable stove, a double floor that can be used to store weapons and an exit leading
to the surface along with an entrance reached by tunnel, he explained.

Zhuk speaks compassionately of the Ukrainian troops he hopes will find a measure of
comfort in the bunkers.

“While they are inside, they cannot worry about an attack that could happen while
they are asleep,” he said. “They can be warm and comfortable.”

Metinvest also owns the Azovstal Iron and Steel Works, a fortress-like plant in the
destroyed and now occupied city of Mariupol. During the months Mariupol was under
siege, civilians and soldiers sheltered there, and the last-ditch stand Ukrainian forces
made to defend the plant became a symbol of resistance against Moscow'’s invasion.

Worker welds a shelter in a plant of Metinvest company, in Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine,
Thursday, March 2, 2023. The plant, which is part of Renat Akhmetov's Metinvest
metals and mining holding, ships metal shelters to frontline. (AP Photo/Thibault
Camus)© Provided by The Associated Press

In an interview with Ukrainian media, Metinvest CEO Yurii Ryzhenkov said the
drawings for the bunkers were found in the company's archives, dating from when it
was a Soviet enterprise. Back then, every plant had to produce something for the army,
he said.

Vitalii Yevzhenko, 54, a plant worker involved in assembling the bunkers, said he
thinks what he and his colleagues are doing is very important.

“This is for the victory of Ukraine. The sooner the war ends, the better it will be,” he
said.
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Workers weld a shelter in a plant of Metinvest company, in Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine,
Thursday, March 2, 2023. The plant, which is part of Renat Akhmetov's Metinvest
metals and mining holding, ships metal shelters to frontline. (AP Photo/Thibault
Camus)© Provided by The Associated Press

A worker welds a shelter in a plant of Metinvest company, in Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine,

Thursday, March 2, 2023. The plant, which is part of Renat Akhmetov's Metinvest

metals and mining holding, ships metal shelters to frontline. (AP Photo/Thibault
Camus)© Provided by The Associated Press


https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-support-for-putin-s-war-in-ukraine-is-hardening/ar-AA17P6vI?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=0476a11d7688456293f4a63a062526e5%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-support-for-putin-s-war-in-ukraine-is-hardening/ar-AA17P6vI?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=0476a11d7688456293f4a63a062526e5%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-support-for-putin-s-war-in-ukraine-is-hardening/ar-AA17P6vI?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=0476a11d7688456293f4a63a062526e5%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-support-for-putin-s-war-in-ukraine-is-hardening/ar-AA17P6vI?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=0476a11d7688456293f4a63a062526e5%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/the-average-life-expectancy-of-a-front-line-soldier-in-eastern-ukraine-is-around-4-hours-says-an-american-fighting-in-the-meat-grinder/ar-AA17Od7w?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=3ba4f143962a4f98a438324121132926%26fullscreen=true%26ei=37
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/ukraine-plant-builds-6-person-bunkers-for-war-s-front-lines/ar-AA18d0aI?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=23566d2571bb4df69e3139501a329f5a&ei=34&fullscreen=true&crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/ukraine-plant-builds-6-person-bunkers-for-war-s-front-lines/ar-AA18d0aI?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=23566d2571bb4df69e3139501a329f5a&ei=34&fullscreen=true&crc=true

A worker welds a shelter in a plant of Metinvest company, in Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine,

Thursday, March 2, 2023. The plant, which is part of Renat Akhmetov's Metinvest

metals and mining holding, ships metal shelters to frontline. (AP Photo/Thibault
Camus)© Provided by The Associated Press

Vitalii Yevzhenko, 54, rounds a metal plate to build a shelter in a plant of Metinvest
company, in Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine, Thursday, March 2, 2023. The plant, which is part
of Renat Akhmetov's Metinvest metals and mining holding, ships metal shelters to
frontline. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)© Provided by The Associated Press

Putin’s Big Mistake: Bakhmut Might Actually Be a Big Defeat for Russia in
Ukraine
Jack Buckby - 1945
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Ukraine May Withdraw from Bakhmut After All - But Russia Has Lost a Massive
Amount of Troops That It Might End Up Being a Loss over the Long term: Ukrainian
forces appear to be preparing to withdraw from the city of Bakhmut following months
of Russian aggression.

Ukraine© Provided by 1945

Despite an enormous loss of life for Russian troops — so extensive that many analysts
suggested that taking Bakhmut simply wasn’t worth it — Russian forces appear to have
finally begun encircling the city.

It could be good news for Russia, at least in the short-term, and even comes as a
surprise to some major players in the war.

Wagner Group chief Yevgeny Prigozhin claimed just days ago that reports of a
Ukrainian withdrawal were not based in reality, though on March 3, Prigozhin
admitted that Russia’s “pincers are closing” in a city now known by troops as the
“meat grinder.”

Bakhmut: Russia Almost Encircles City
Russian forces bombarded some of the last remaining routes in and out of Bakhmut
on Friday, bombarding roads and bridges with heavy shelling.

Shelling all major routes leading out of the city puts Ukraine on the back-foot, and
hurts Ukraine’s access to supplies of food, water, weapons, and ammunition.

While Ukrainian troops work to rebuild damaged roads and clear pathways out of the
city, it remains unclear how exactly Ukrainian military leaders will respond. Efforts
to repair roads could indicate that Kyiv and the Ukrainian military’s top brass have
still not given up on the city.

On Friday, Ukraine’s ground forces commander, Oleksandr Syrskyi, visited the city to
discuss strategy with commanders and to discuss ways of establishing better defenses.
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Repairing roads, however, could also suggest that troops are looking to establish an
escape route.

CNBC also reports that Bakhmut’s army commander, Denys Yaroslavskyi, confirmed
that some Ukrainian units had been moved to more secure positions and that the
conflict became a “slaughterhouse” for both sides since the morning.

Russian Destroy Supply Bridge

Ukrainian officials told CNN how Russian forces destroyed a crucial supply bridge in
Khromove, a village near the city of Bakhmut, using an Iskander missile.

The destruction of the bridge could be the final straw for Ukrainian forces, assuming
that new routes cannot be established, and analysts increasingly believe that the
damage done could mean a Russian victory is imminent.

Speaking to Newsweek, Dmitry Gorenburg of the Center for Naval Analyses said that
the Russians could take the city within a matter of weeks, and Ukrainian forces will be
forced to withdraw.

Gorenburg noted, however, that even if the Russians win, Ukrainian forces have
destroyed a huge number of Wagner forces, making it difficult to launch new
offensives in the region. That makes taking the city almost look like a loss.

Chechen leader Kadyrov threatens to invade ‘East Germany’
Zeleb.es - The daily Digest
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A threat against Germany

The President of the Russian Republic of Chechnya, Ramzan Kadyrov, suggested, in
state television, that the Russian army should invade “East Germany”: a territory of
the former GDR (German Democratic Republic).
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"Our Territory"
"We have to return, it is our territory,” Kadyrov said, alluding to the Soviet

occupation after World War Il and the subsequent creation of East Germany under

the socialist orbit.
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“Scholz should be punched in the face”
Furthermore, he threatened German Chancellor Olaf Scholz. “Scholz should be

punched in the face,” Kadyrov said. The reason for the verbal attack could be the
deliveries of main battle tanks to Ukraine announced by Germany.
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Return to the GDR?

Kadyrov exposed to the Russian public the old expansionist dream of returning to the
times of the Soviet Union, with half of Europe under the Warsaw Pact and the
German Democratic Republic at Moscow’s command.
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Putin also pointed to Germany
When Germany announced that it was clearing the way for tank shipments to Ukraine,
Putin also wanted to convey a perhaps less threatening but disturbing message.: He

noted that it was the first time since World War Il that German tanks would fire on
Russian soldiers.
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Was it a mistake that the USSR let the GDR go?
According to ZDFheut, in the interview with Kadyrov on Russian state television, the

Chechen leader not only expressed this threat of invasion against Germany but also
criticized the 1990 withdrawal of Soviet troops from the GDR.

Photos in Gallery©Provided by The Daily Digest

The "traitor" Gorbachev
Kadyrov added that it would have been necessary to punish those responsible for this

withdrawal, beginning with then president of the Soviet Union, Mikhail Gorbachev.
He described him and the rest of the leaders as "traitors."
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Germany's place in the world
Kadyrov, in his rude, defiant and aggressive language (even by the standards of

Russian propaganda) implied that Germany had to be put in its place in order for it to
understand the true hierarchy of the world's nations.
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Kadyrov against NATO
Nothing stops Kadyrov. Neither the possibility of nuclear war nor the force of NATO:

"We will defeat and destroy them."
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“We will break through and conquer Poland”

He also stressed that it would be wrong to negotiate with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy. “We are showing results that the West, the NATO countries
and the EU cannot even dream of,” said Kadyrov. And he promised his followers:

“We will break through and conquer Poland.”
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He called on Putin to use nuclear weapons in Ukraine
In October 2022, after the defeat at Lyman (in Donetsk Oblast), Kadyrov called on

Putin to use nuclear weapons in the Ukrainian war, as reported by Reuters.
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Drastic measures
"More drastic measures must be taken, including the imposition of martial law in the
border areas and the use of low-yield nuclear weapons," said Kadyrov then.
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To victory
Russia, after nearly a year of brutal war in Ukraine, has suffered multiple defeats and

failed to achieve its goals, but Kadyrov is confident that the war will be won by the
end of this year. He also believes that the Kremlin can conquer major cities like Kyiv,

Kharkiv and Odessa.
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Zelensky's request to Kadyrov
According to ZDF, Zelensky asked the Chechen leader to “eliminate himself with a
weapon” because he had only brought suffering and death to his people.

Photos in Gallery©Provided by The Daily Digest

Chechnya, from enemy to faithful ally
Chechnya is a republic of Russia with about one and a half million inhabitants. It was

the scene of a bloody war in which the Russian troops lost many soldiers and applied
a brutal policy. Now, once the territory has been pacified, Kadyrov rules
autocratically and is a faithful ally of the Kremlin.
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Kadyrov's father was also a leader

Kadyrov's father became president of Chechnya about ten years ago, with the support

of Vladimir Putin. After the assassination of Kadyrov Sr., his son Ramzan Kadyrov
came to power.

Photos in Gallery©Provided by The Daily Digest

Brotherhood between Chechnya and Russia

Chechen and Russian flags can be seen in Grozny, the capital of Chechnya, where
one of the main streets is named after Russian President Viadimir Putin.
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Colonel General Kadyrov

In October 2022, Putin promoted Kadyrov to colonel general of the Russian National
Guard.

Photos in Gallery©Provided by The Daily Digest

A ruler of totalitarian ways

Human rights activists claim that Kadyrov deserves the title of dictator. He eliminated

all political opposition in his country, through physical disappearance or exile,
according to several NGO:s.
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He sent his own troops to Ukraine
Moreover, he has become one of the most ardent supporters of the war and has sent
his own troops to Ukraine.

Biden expected to tighten rules on US investment in China
AAMER MADHANI & FATIMA HUSSEIN (Associated Press) - AP

WILMINGTON, Del. (AP) — The Biden administration is close to tightening rules on
some overseas investments by U.S. companies in an effort to limit China's ability to
acquire technologies that could improve its military prowess, according to a U.S.
official familiar with the deliberations.
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FILE - The American and Chinese flags wave at Genting Snow Park ahead of the
2022 Winter Olympics, Feb. 2, 2022, in Zhangjiakou, China. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato,
File)© Provided by The Associated Press

The Biden administration is close to finalizing new regulations that would tighten
rules on certain overseas U.S. investment, a move aimed at limiting Beijing’s ability
to acquire advanced technologies. That's according to a U.S. official familiar with
deliberations who was not authorized to comment.

The soon-to-be-issued executive order from President Joe Biden will limit American
investment in advanced technologies that have national security applications — such
as next-generation military capabilities that could help China improve the speed and
accuracy of military decision making, according to the official, who was not
authorized to comment and spoke on the condition of anonymity.

The expected action is the latest effort by the White House to target China's military
and technology sectors at a time of increasingly fraught relations between the world's
two biggest economies.

In October, the Biden administration imposed export controls to limit China’s ability
to access advanced chips, which it says can be used to make weapons, commit human
rights abuses and improve the speed and accuracy of its military logistics.

The complicated relationship has become further strained in recent weeks after the
U.S. shot down a Chinese spy balloon last month that traversed the country. The
Biden administration has also publicized U.S. intelligence findings that raise concern
Beijing is weighing providing Russia weaponry for its ongoing war on Ukraine.

The tensions were on display as top diplomats from the Group of 20 industrialized
and developing nations ended a contentious meeting in New Delhi on Thursday
with no consensus on the Ukraine war and concerns about China’s widening global
influence dominating much of the talks.

Meanwhile, China this past week blasted the new House Select Committee on the
Chinese Communist Party after it held its first hearing on countering Beijing's
influence. Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning demanded its members “discard
their ideological bias and zero-sum Cold War mentality.”

Administration officials have been consulting with allies as they've worked on
Jformulating the new regulations on U.S. investment, according to the official.

The Wall Street Journal first reported on Saturday that the Treasury and Commerce
departments delivered reports to lawmakers on Friday detailing plans for the new
regulatory system to address U.S. overseas investment in advanced technologies.

The agencies said they expected to seek additional money for the investment screening
program in the White House budget, which is scheduled to be released on March 9,
according to the Journal.
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A White House National Security Council spokesperson declined to comment on the
Treasury and Commerce reports, but noted that administration officials have kept
Congress apprised on its progress in crafting an approach to overseas investment.

The expected action is certain to face push-back from U.S. firms. Administration
officials have sought to signal to the business community that even as they look to
examine rules on U.S. investment in China, they are mindful of not overreaching.

“One of the most important things we can do, from my perspective, is make sure that
we draw clear lines between what is competition and what is national security
because, fundamentally, my view is that the United States does well when we’re
competing on a level playing field with any country in the world,” Deputy Treasury
Secretary Wally Adeyemo said at recent Council on Foreign Relations event.

“But we also want, in the narrow spaces where we see national security risk, be able
to use the tools at our disposal to protect the national security of the United States of
America.”

FILE - President Joe Biden speaks as he meets with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz
in the Oval Olffice of the White House in Washington, Friday, March 3, 2023. (AP
Photo/Susan Walsh, File)© Provided by The Associated Press

A bipartisan group of lawmakers last year urged Biden to establish a tougher
screening system for investments in foreign adversaries with China being top of mind.

Japan, South Korea Reach ‘Groundbreaking’ Deal to Mend Ties
Isabel Reynolds & Jeong-Ho Lee - Bloomberg

(Bloomberg) -- Japan and South Korea signaled a breakthrough to end a feud that
had disrupted ties on everything from trade to security, drawing praise from
President Joe Biden as he seeks to convince the two US allies to help counter growing
Chinese influence in Asia.
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SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA - MARCH 06: South Korean Foreign Minister Park Jin
speaks during a briefing on March 06, 2023 in Seoul, South Korea. (Photo by Kim
Hong-Ji - Pool/Getty Images)© Photographer: Pool/Getty Images AsiaPac

South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol said Monday he hoped to “enter a new phase”
with Japan by proposing a plan to resolve a dispute over people forced to work for
Japanese companies during the country’s colonization of the Korean Peninsula.

Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi welcomed the effort to “return ties to
a healthy state” and both sides announced talks on rolling back trade curbs imposed
almost four years ago.

“The government hopes to build a future-oriented relationship between Korea and
Japan, based on reconciliation and cooperation,” South Korean Foreign Minister
Park Jin told a news conference Monday in Seoul. He also called Japan his country’s
“closest neighbor” sharing “universal values such as freedom and democracy,
market economy, rule of law, and human rights.”

Under Yoon’s plan, South Korean companies, rather than Japanese ones, would
finance a foundation to pay forced-labor victims. Those tapped to pay would include
firms that benefited from funds transferred under a 1965 treaty intended to resolve

forced labor issues and wartime disputes between Japan and South Korea, such as
Posco Holdings Inc.

Seoul also pledged to withdraw a World Trade Organization complaint over Japanese
export controls on chemicals used to make smart-phone displays, TV screens and
semiconductors. The Japanese Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry issued a
statement Monday saying that Prime Minister Fumio Kishida’s government wanted to

restore trade ties to their state before July 2019, when the export controls were
imposed.

“Today’s announcements between the Republic of Korea and Japan mark a
groundbreaking new chapter of cooperation and partnership between two of the
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United States’ closest allies,” Biden said in a statement. “When fully realized, their
steps will help us to uphold and advance our shared vision for a free and open Indo
Pacific.”

Shares of Japanese and South Korean tech-related stocks gained. In Seoul, Samsung
Electronics Co. Ltd. rose as much as 1.7% and LG Electronics Inc. gained 3.3%. In
Japan, Stella Chemifa Corp. closed 3.9% higher.

A spokesman for Nippon Steel Corp., one of the companies targeted by forced-labor
lawsuits, said it was the firm’s understanding that all such claims had been settled in
1965 and that the two governments were continuing to negotiate. Mitsubishi Heavy
Industries Ltd. said it respected the Japanese government’s view on wartime labor,
Kyodo News reported.

South Korea’s Flirtation With Nuclear Arms Piles Pressure on USJapan, South
Korea Pledge Better Ties in First Summit Since 2019South Korea Offers Olive
Branch to Japan on War-End AnniversaryWhy Japan’s Feud With South Korea Isn’t
Going Away: QuickTake

The move to restore ties with Japan represents a political gamble for Yoon, a
conservative former prosecutor who was elected last year on a pledge to expand
South Korea’s role in the US’s global alliance network. Forced labor has long
provided an emotional rallying point in Korea, where many believe Tokyo hasn’t
sufficiently atoned for its 1910-45 colonial occupation of the peninsula.

The issue resurfaced after former South Korean President Moon Jae-in took power in
2017 and the country’s top court ruled Japanese companies were liable for
compensation. Japan, which believed the dispute settled by the 1965 treaty,
subsequently removed South Korea from its “white list” of trusted export destinations.
Moon threatened to withdraw from a military-intelligence-sharing pact, although he
later abandoned the idea.

Resolving the feud has become more urgent for the US and its allies as they attempt to
present a more united front against China and North Korea in the wake of Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine. Yoon and Kishida have sought to show their support for greater
cooperation on security issues, with both men attending North Atlantic Treaty
Organization meetings last year and publicizing joint military drills.

Yoon may visit Japan for talks with Kishida later this month, the Seoul-based Yonhap
News Agency reported, citing people it didn’t identify. Previous reports have said
Yoon could be invited as a guest to the Group of Seven summit in Japan in May if the
disputes were smoothed over.

Trilateral Alliance

“It could be said that South Korea has opened the window for the trilateral alliance,’
said Cheon Seong-whun, a former security strategy secretary at South Korea'’s
presidential Blue House.

’
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“The real game begins now. The Yoon administration must now fight against
domestic backlash and facilitate the plan, so as to strengthen the trilateral alliance in
the region. Washington and Tokyo’s political support to Yoon is therefore essential.”

The deal faced immediate criticism in South Korea, where Yoon’s approval rating has
rarely been above 40% since his narrow victory over Moon’s would-be Democratic
Party successor a year ago. The opposition party, which still holds a super majority
in parliament, labeled it a “day of shame” and accused Yoon of “subservience to
Japan.”

A group representing forced-labor plaintiffs said Yoon's government was “trampling
on their human rights and dignity by imposing unjust choices on victims to receive
‘donations’ instead of ‘compensation’ in pursuit of their diplomatic achievements of
improving Korea-Japan relations.”

Notably, Yoon’s government said it wasn’t seeking a new apology from Japan,
something forced-labor victims had demanded. Kishida said before the announcement
that his government would uphold the historical stance of previous cabinets and that
nothing was decided on which nations would be invited as guests to G-7.

“What we 've seen is that the victims have many ways of undermining these
agreements and if we also see a more progressive president take the helm next time,
there’s every reason to believe they may dissolve this,” said Lauren Richardson, a
lecturer in international relations at Australian National University.

“That’s a real sore point for Japan, which has the same sort of conservative party in
power constantly, so it’s very hard for them to understand why South Korea has these
massive swings.”

Russia’s elite tank unit was meant to get its most advanced armor. Instead it's
fighting with obsolete Soviet tanks from the '60s, UK intel says.
Joshua Zitser (jzitser@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider
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This photograph taken on October 7, 2022 shows an abandoned Russian T-62 tank in
southern Ukraine. DIMITAR DILKOFF/AFP via Getty Images

An elite Russian tank unit was meant to be equipped with advanced T-14 Armata
tanks. But, instead, it is receiving T-62 tanks, which were first adopted by the Soviet
Union in 1961, and ceased production in the 1970s, per a UK Ministry of Defence
update.

Russia has retrieved approximately 800 T-62 tanks from storage since the summer of
2022, it said.

Russia's military is fighting with 60-year-old T-62 tanks, having been forced to bring
the retired vehicles out of storage to the front-lines in Ukraine in response to heavy
armored vehicle losses, according to the UK Ministry of Defence.

The MOD said in an intelligence update on Monday that even the 1st Guards Tank

Army, which has long been considered an elite Russian unit, is being reequipped with
dated Soviet-era T-62s.

The Ist Guards Tank Army was due to receive next-generation T-14 Armata main
battle tanks — Russia's newest and most powerful tanks — starting from 2021, the
intelligence update said. The T-14 is a high-tech vehicle with defense systems that
have the means to shoot down anti-tank rockets, as well as sophisticated sensors,
onboard drones, and a high level of automation, as Insider's Sophia Ankel previously
reported.

Five countries have said they'll send armored vehicles to Ukraine.
The US, Germany, France, and Sweden will provide armored fighting vehicles, and
the UK will send tanks.

Still, some big items long requested by Kyiv have been kept out of Western military
aid packages.
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Western security assistance to Ukraine as it fights Russia has ramped up in the first
few weeks of the new year, with five different countries announcing that they intend to
provide Kyiv with armored combat vehicles.

On Thursday, Sweden, an aspiring NATO member, became the latest country

to announce that it will send much-sought-after military hardware, pledging to
transfer Combat Vehicle 90 infantry fighting vehicles to Ukraine as part of its largest
aid package so far.

Sweden has joined the US, Germany, and France, which have said that they will send
Bradley, Marder, and AMX-10 RC armored vehicles, respectively. And the UK has
said that it will send a squadron of Challenger 2 tanks to Ukraine, making it the first
Western country to send Western-made tanks to Kyiv.

While these much-sought-after weapons will give Ukraine a significant boost in
firepower and ground combat capability, a handful of big-ticket items on Kyiv's heavy
armor wish list continue to be kept out of military aid packages, such as the German-
made Leopard tank and the American M1 Abrams tank.

NATO countries have pressed Germany to approve sending its tanks to Ukraine, but
Berlin has been unwilling to sign off on any transfers, saying that the US would also
need to send its own tanks. However, Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki said
on Thursday that his country may eventually go rogue and send its Leopard tanks to
Kyiv without German approval.

Ukraine's push to secure tanks and fighting vehicles comes as Russia's unprovoked
invasion nears its one-year mark, with fighting heavily concentrated in the eastern
Donbas region. Heavy armor could help Kyiv make advances in what has turned into
a bloody and grinding affair.

19fortyfive reported that T-62s would be at a "grave disadvantage" in a head-to-head
fight against Ukrainian tanks due to inferior sensors, fire control, armor, and armor
penetration. The UK Ministry of Defence also noted the absence of modern explosive
reactive armor as a potential vulnerability.

Some of Russia's T-62s have been retrofitted with sighting system upgrades, per the
UK Ministry of Defence.

Russia's tank force, which consists of several powerful divisions, has suffered heavy
losses during the war in Ukraine. Across the board, it's lost at least 1,780 tanks since
the outset of the conflict in February 2022, according to an analysis by open-source
intelligence platform Oryx.

Insider's Jake Epstein reported that Russia's tank force, once seen as formidable, is
being torn apart by the Ukrainian military. US officials have said on more than
one occasion that Russia has likely lost as many as half its main battle tanks while
fighting in Ukraine, if not more.

Russian tanks have fallen prey to Ukrainian soldiers using anti-tank Javelin missiles,
with military experts telling Insider that Russia is experiencing heavy losses because
it doesn't know how to use its tanks properly.
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Since the summer of 2022, approximately 800 T-62 tanks have been retrieved from
Russian storage, the MOD intelligence update said. Speculation that Moscow has
tapped into its reserve of T-62s has been around since last spring, with video
sightings apparently showing the armored vehicles in Ukraine.

Russia Bars Its Own Shadow Army Rep in Explosive Public Feud
Shannon Vavra - The daily Beast

Arepresentative for Wagner Group boss Yevgeniy Prigozhin was reportedly denied
access to Russia’s military command in Ukraine Monday, in the latest sign that
Moscow is sidelining Prigozhin’s mercenary fighting group in the war in Ukraine.

Sputnik/Pavel Bednyakov/Pool via third party© Provided by The Daily Beast

The apparent snub comes as Prigozhin pleads with Moscow to provide Wagner
Group with ammunition it desperately needs in the war. The ammunition, though, has
not been delivered—an act Prigozhin said could either be “ordinary bureaucracy or
betrayal.”

“On March 5, I wrote a letter to the commander of the SMO grouping about the
urgent need to allocate ammunition. On March 6, at 8§ a.m., my representative at the
headquarters had his pass canceled and was denied access,” Prigozhin in a Telegram
post, according to a Reuters translation.

Wagner Group fighters asked Russia for more ammunition in February, noting that
Wagner Group mercenaries were dying unnecessarily in Ukraine as they try to fight
off a Ukrainian advance in Bakhmut.

The delays and the latest denial to the Wagner representative has raised questions for
Prigozhin about whether Russia—over a year into a war that has no end in sight—is
willing to use Wagner as scapegoat in case it loses the war.
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“What if they [the Russian authorities] want to set us up, saying that we are
scoundrels—and that's why they are not giving us ammunition, not giving us weapons,
and not letting us replenish our personnel, including [recruiting]

prisoners,” Prigozhin said in a video, referencing recent measures Russia has
established to prevent Wagner Group from rounding up prisoners to run on missions
in Ukraine with little to no training.

Prigozhin warned that if the supplies are not provided to Wagner, Russia may lose
Bakhmut—and more—to Ukraine.
“If Wagner retreats from Bakhmut now, the whole front will collapse,” he said.

Russia has been trying and failing to seize Bakhmut for months, with significant
losses, according to the National Security Council.

Although Prigozhin is questioning whether Russian President Viadimir Putin is trying
to blame losses on Wagner, Putin has been leaning on Wagner Group fighting as a
way to make up for failings of Russia’s more conventional armed forces, according to
a previous White House National Security Council assessment.

Wagner Group fighting has been “a bit more effective” than Russia’s forces, U.S.
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin told reporters Monday.

In recent days, the focus of Wagner’s fighting has pushed toward Bakhmut from the
east and north, as Ukrainian fighters have retreated west of the Bakhmutia river,
according to The Wall Street Journal.

Even so, if Russia does prove victorious in Bakhmut, it likely won 't change the
direction of the war, Austin said Monday.

“If the Ukrainians decide to reposition in some of the terrain that’s west of Bakhmut,
I would not view that as an operational or a strategic setback,” Austin said,
according to Fox News, which was traveling with the secretary of defense.

“The fall of Bakhmut won’t necessarily mean that...the Russians have changed the

tide of this fight.”
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