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110,000 Dead Russian Soldiers: Putin Is Facing a Historic Disaster in Ukraine
Stavros Atlamazoglou 1945

On the 320th day of the war in Ukraine, the Russian military claims to have killed
hundreds of Ukrainian troops in a missile attack, but evidence on the ground doesn’t
support Moscow'’s claim.
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A Russian missile attack against Ukrainian positions in the town of Kramatorsk in
eastern Ukraine resulted in material damage, contrary to the Russian claims of more
than 600 Ukrainian troops dead. The attack and the information operation behind it
are a response to the deadly Ukrainian strike against a Russian makeshift barracks
in the Donbas that killed anywhere from 89 to 400 soldiers.

Russian Casualties in Ukraine

Overall, the Ukrainian Ministry of Defense claimed that as of Monday, Ukrainian
forces have killed approximately 111,760 Russian troops (and wounded
approximately twice to thrice that number), destroyed 285 fighter, attack, bomber,
and transport jets, 275 attack and transport helicopters, 3,080 tanks, 2,069 artillery
pieces, 6,147 armored personnel carriers and infantry fighting vehicles, 434 Multiple
Launch Rocket Systems (MLRS), 16 boats and cutters, 4,809 vehicles and fuel tanks,
217 anti-aircraft batteries, 1,856 tactical unmanned aerial systems, 183 special
equipment platforms, such as bridging vehicles, and four mobile Iskander ballistic
missile systems, and 723 cruise missiles shot down by the Ukrainian air defenses.

Security Assistance to Ukraine

Meanwhile, calls for more security assistance to Ukraine continue to grow. Following
the joint U.S. and German decision to send M2/M3 Bradley and Marder Infantry
Fighting Vehicles, more countries are willing to send more advanced weapon systems
to Ukraine.
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Finland is the first country to announce that it is willing to send Leopard 2 main
battle tanks to Kyiv. Helsinki has conditioned the shipment of the tanks to the
willingness of other European nations to also provide main battle tanks to Ukraine.

Although the Ukrainian forces have made great advances on the ground, liberating
hundreds of square miles of territory, approximately 18 percent of the country,
including the Crimean Peninsula, remains under Russian control. To liberate it, the
Ukrainian forces will need more security assistance, including Western main battle
tanks, such as the M1 Abrams and the Leopard 2.

The Fight In the East

For the last month or so, there has been heavy fighting in the east around the town of
Kreminna. The two sides are fighting it out in a heavily forested area to the west of
the important urban center. Kreminna leads to Svatove, a key logistical hub. If the
Ukrainian forces manage to liberate the two towns, they will disrupt the lines of
supply of the Russian military and severely restrict its offensive and defensive
operations in the east and the Donbas.

Infantry on both sides is leading the fight as tanks and infantry fighting vehicles are
having trouble operating the densely forested area.

“Russian commanders will highly likely view pressure around Kremina as a threat to
the right flank of their Bakhmut sector, which they see as key for enabling any future
advance to occupy the remainder of Donetsk Oblast,” the Military

Intelligence assessed in one of the latest estimates on the war.

'IIl" Vladimir Putin Celebrates Orthodox Christmas Alone, Spotted 'Shuffling’
Through Moscow Cathedral Hours After Violating Holiday Truce
Radar Online

An ill-looking Viadimir Putin chose to celebrate Orthodox Christmas alone this year

due to mounting assassination fears and growing health
concerns, RadarOnline.com has learned.
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The 70-year-old Russian leader was spotted in a Moscow cathedral on Friday,

January 7, surrounded only by armed bodyguards despite usually celebrating the
holiday with fellow worshipers.
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Footage of the allegedly sick Russian president showed Putin slowly shuffling down
the aisle of the cathedral to attend the service. He was also seen crossing himself
during the ceremony while a Russian Orthodox priest led Putin in prayer, according
to Daily Star.

The sighting came just hours after Putin ordered a temporary ceasefire between his
forces and Ukraine that was set to last from noon on Thursday, January 6 to midnight
on January 7.

Despite the temporary holiday truce, Ukrainian officials confirmed that Russian
shelling could still be heard in the eastern Ukrainian city of Bakhmut mere hours
after the 36-hour ceasefire was scheduled to start.

"The occupiers hit the city with rockets twice,” said Kyrylo Tymoshenko, the Deputy

Head of the Office of the President of Ukraine. “They talk about a ceasefire. This is
who we are at war with."
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As RadarOnline.com previously reported, Putin’s seemingly worsening condition
while attending service on Friday comes after Ukraine’s spy chief revealed the
Russian leader will "die very soon of cancer.”
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"He is ill long period," Chief of the Defense Intelligence of Ukraine Kyrylo Budanov
told ABC News on January 4. "We think it's cancer. We know it from human sources

that are close to Putin.”
"This war should be ended before [Putin] is dying," Budanov added.

Putin’s decision to celebrate Orthodox Christmas alone also comes after the
leader abruptly canceled a number of high-profile end-of-year events in December
over assassination and health concerns.

Mega© Radar Online

“In December, following medical recommendations, the president canceled several
traditional events and several visits, ” said General SVR, a Telegram channel that
cited Kremlin sources.

General SVR further claimed Putin suffers from “frequent bouts of dizziness and
headaches,” “clouding of consciousness,” and he “gets tired quickly.”

Doctors also reportedly noted “significant deterioration in [Putin’s] health” and
urged the Russian despot to step back from a series of previously planned
appearances.

Besides his deteriorating health, Putin has also suffered a series of severe setbacks in
Ukraine.

On New Year’s Day, Ukrainian intelligence claimed to have killed 700 Russian
soldiers in a missile attack that marked the largest single-day loss for Putin since the
war first launched in February 2022.

Reports also suggest Putin has lost more than 3,000 troops since the new year started
last weekend.

Russia Loses 11 Tanks, 17 Armored Vehicles and 3 Helicopters in a Day: Kyiv
Story by Isabel van Brugen - Newsweek
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Russian forces in Ukraine had lost a significant amount of military equipment in the
space of 24 hours, Ukraine's military said in an update Monday, as Moscow ramps up
reinforcements in preparation for possible Ukrainian counteroffensives.

Smoke rises from a Russian tank destroyed by Ukrainian forces, on the side of a road
in Lugansk region on February 26, 2022. © ANATOLII STEPANOV/AFP/Getty
Images.

Russian forces in Ukraine lost a significant amount of military equipment in the space
of 24 hours, Ukraine’s military said in an update Monday.

The General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine said on Monday morning that over
the previous day 11 tanks, 17 armored vehicles and three helicopters belonging to
Russia's armed forces had been destroyed.

In its daily update, Ukraine also said that Russia had lost four artillery systems, three
multiple-launch rocket systems and seven operational tactical UAVs. It also said 590
Russian military personnel had lost their lives, bringing the total number killed to
111,760 since the war began on February 24.
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"During the past 24 hours, Ukrainian Air Force launched 17x air strikes on the
concentrations of enemy troops, and 3x air strikes against Russian anti-aircraft
missile systems," Ukraine's military reported.

"Ukrainian missile and artillery troops attacked 7x concentrations of enemy troops
and military equipment, and 1x fuel warehouse,"” the update read.

Russia rarely releases figures on losses of personnel and equipment. So far, the
Kremlin has confirmed the deaths of fewer than 6,000 troops and fewer than 4,000
additional fighters drawn from Russia's so-called "people's republics" in Donetsk and
Luhansk Oblasts.

In terms of equipment, both Russia and Ukraine have been losing significant amounts,
but Russia has been hardest hit according to estimates by the website Oryx, which has
been tracking losses of military hardware since the start of the conflict.

So far, Russia has lost roughly 8,590 pieces of equipment, compared to Ukrainian
losses of some 2,699 pieces of equipment, estimates show.

Newsweek has contacted Russia's Defense Ministry for comment.
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Ukraine's military also said Monday that according to its sources, significant
quantities of the weapons and military equipment arriving in Belarus from Russia for
training purposes have been "removed from long-term storage and require
maintenance."

Belarusian servicemen "take active part in maintenance work," the Facebook post
said.

Meanwhile, the British Ministry of Defence assessed over the weekend that Russian
forces have in recent weeks been preparing for the possibility of Ukrainian
counteroffensives in Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia or Luhansk Oblasts.

Russia is boosting its defenses particularly between the towns of Vasilyvka and
Orikhiv in Zaporizhzhia, it said.

"4 major Ukrainian breakthrough in Zaporizhzhia would seriously challenge the
viability of Russia's 'land bridge' linking Russia's Rostov region and Crimea," the
ministry said.

Major General Kyrylo Budanov, chief of Ukraine's Main Intelligence Directorate of
the Ministry of Defense, has said Kyiv is preparing for a major counteroffensive in the
spring, while Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said on December 28 that
"Ukraine is on its way to the victory that generations of our people dreamed of."

"What was not achieved before will be achieved now," Zelensky said at the time.

"This is possible thanks to the fact that for the first time in centuries, we have national
unity, our own functioning state, and the general unity of the world."

Russia demoted the 'absolutely ruthless'’ general who has been leading the war in
Ukraine less than 3 months after promoting him
Charles R. Davis (cdavis@insider.com) - Business Insider

General Sergei Surovikin (L), ex-commander of Russia's military operation in
Ukraine, and Russian Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu (C) during a visit by Russian
President Putin to the joint headquarters of the military branches of the Russian
armed forces at an unspecified location in Russia on December 17, 2022. Anadolu
Agency via Getty Images© Kremlin Press Olffice.
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Russia on Wednesday named a new head of its military campaign in Ukraine.
The war will now be lead by Gen. Valery Gerasimov, one of the original architects of
the invasion.

Gerasimov is replacing Gen. Sergei Surovikin, who was appointed head of the war
last October.

Russia has demoted the head of its military campaign in Ukraine less than three
months after he was put in charge of the war effort.

In a statement on Wednesday, Russia's Ministry of Defense said it was replacing Gen.
Sergei Surovikin as commander of its forces in Ukraine with Gen. Valery Gerasimov,
who previously served as chief of the general staff of Russia's armed forces. Surovikin
will now serve as one of his deputies, according to TASS, Russia's state news agency.

Last May, Gerasimov was reported to have visited the front lines of Russia's fight in
eastern Ukraine, a move described at the time as "highly unusual” for such a high-
ranking official. According to The New York Times, he was one of the three people —
alongside President Vladimir Putin and Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu — who
plotted Russia's February 2022 invasion.
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5 of Russia's biggest blunders throughout Putin's war in Ukraine

Russia's military has little to show for itself after 10 months of fighting in Ukraine.
US and Western officials have widely denounced Putin's campaign as a "failure."
Here are some of Moscow's biggest blunders and mistakes throughout the war.

After 300 days of fighting in Ukraine, Russian President Viadimir Putin's military has
little to show for its efforts.

Putin expected his forces to capture Kyiv in a matter of days after launching a full-
scale invasion on February 24. In recent months, Ukrainian forces have liberated
thousands of square miles of territory — including the only regional capital that
Russian forces managed to capture.
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Russia's campaign has been widely denounced by US and Western officials as
a "failure," and it now faces estimates of more than 100,000 casualties — a toll that
continues to rise.

From Russia's botched invasion to Putin's miscalculation of the Western response,
here are some of the biggest mistakes Moscow has made during its unprovoked war in
Ukraine.
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Screwing up the invasion

Once Putin announced the assault, it didn't take long for his military to make mistakes.
Military analysts have told Insider that Russia completely botched its initial invasion
for a variety of reasons and that its campaign has been riddled with miscalculations,
poor communication, and widespread confusion.

"We would have thought that they would have done a much more deliberate, well-
thought-through operation. That is not what they did," Jeffrey Edmonds, a Russia
expert at the Center for Naval Analyses and former CIA military analyst, told Insider
in a recent interview.

During the early days of the war, Russian forces were expected to combine air
support with a ground assault and advance with large groups of artillery, armor, and
troops.

Instead of leading with a substantial air campaign and gaining superiority over
Ukraine, Russian commanders just instructed their troops to drive to Kyiv. They
quickly faced logistical headaches, isolation, and ambushes.

"The Kremlin simply miscalculated and expected the Ukrainian military to collapse
far quicker than it has," Mason Clark, the lead Russia analyst at the Institute for the
Study of War, told Insider in February, adding that it "led to a lot of dumb Russian
mistakes."
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Overlooking the strength of Ukraine's defense

Putin assumed victory would be quick and easy and that his forces would capture
Kyiv in a matter of days. But the city of nearly 3 million people never fell, as the
Russian leader greatly underestimated Ukraine's will to fight and defend its homeland.

Ukraine's fierce resistance was on display very early in the war. A senior US defense
official said on February 28 that Ukraine was putting up a "very stiff and very
effective defense" around Kyiv, which helped slow Russian advances.

Clark told Insider that Russia's lack of success was caused by a mix of poor execution
and the Ukrainian military performing better and with "much higher morale than
anyone, most importantly the Russians, anticipated.”

US and Western intelligence agencies had assessed that Kyiv would not be able to
withstand Russia's assault for very long, but Ukrainian forces fended it off and, in
recent months, stunned Moscow by liberating thousands of square miles of territory in
two counteroffensives in northeastern and southern Ukraine.
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Abandoning lots of weapons

Ukraine's surprise counteroffensive in the northeastern Kharkiv region in late
summer surprised Russia and marked the start of a massive push that liberated
thousands of square miles of captured territory.

The speed of the offensive sent Russian forces scrambling from their positions,
leaving mountains of weaponry and ammunition. The abandoned hardware even

helped restore Ukraine's dwindling firepower, though so much was left behind that
Ukrainian forces struggled to handle it all.

The British Ministry of Defense said at the time that some Russian troops "fled in
apparent panic" and left lots of "high-value equipment" behind.

Photos in Gallery©OREUTERS/Gleb GaranichCars burn after Russian military strike,
as Russia's invasion of Ukraine continues, in central Kyiv, Ukraine October 10, 2022.
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Expending its stockpiles of precision munitions

In recent months, Russia has launched waves of missile and drone attacks targeting
Ukraine's civil infrastructure, but doing so has depleted Moscow's stockpiles of long-
range precision munitions.

Military experts and officials have said the terror campaign was not a sustainable use
of Russia's limited capabilities and was unlikely to affect Ukraine's will to fight.

More recently, senior US intelligence officials have said Russia is burning through its
munitions faster than it can replace them. Officials also say the use of massive
amounts of artillery and precision-guided munitions has forced Moscow to turn to
Iran and North Korea for supplies.

The UK's permanent representative to the UN said on December 9 that Russia

was looking to obtain "hundreds" of ballistic missiles from Iran in exchange for
"unprecedented" military support. Days later, a senior US military official said
Russia was running out of new artillery shells and rockets and may have to use older,
less reliable ammunition.
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Underestimating Western unity
One of Putin's most significant blunders was underestimating Western unity behind
Ukraine.

NATO and the European Union have remained relatively united in providing military
aid and humanitarian assistance to Ukraine and in applying sweeping sanctions
against Russia.

The invasion also created an opportunity for NATO to expand — which Putin has
vehemently opposed for decades — by adding Sweden and Finland, which like other
European countries are now more concerned about their security.

Some countries have even reversed longstanding foreign, domestic, financial, and
military policies as a result of the war.
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Surovikin, who oversaw Russia's air war in Syria — a campaign that included the
deliberate targeting of hospitals and schools — was picked to lead the war in Ukraine
last October. At the time, former colleagues, who dubbed him "Gen. Armageddon,"”
worried that meant even more war crimes, with one describing him to The Guardian
as "absolutely ruthless."

In more recent weeks, however, Russia has gained ground near the city of Bakhmut,
in part due to the aid of mercenaries from the Wagner paramilitary group led by
Yevgeny Prigozhin, a close ally of Putin. Under Surovikin, Russia also stepped up air
strikes on Ukraine's energy infrastructure, causing widespread blackouts.

The British Ministry of Defense, in its daily intelligence update on the Ukraine war,
characterized Wednesday's moves as a "significant development" and "clear
acknowledgement" that Russia is not achieving its objectives.

However, the ministry said the move would likely trigger criticism from Russia's
ultra-nationalists and influential military bloggers, who see the new commander as
the one to blame for strategic failures to date. Surovikin, by contrast, "has been
widely praised by this community for his championing of a more realistic approach,”
it said.

"As a deputy commander, his authority and influence is almost certainly hugely
reduced."”

Rob Lee, a senior fellow at the Foreign Policy Research Institute, a Philadelphia-
based think tank, likewise said on Twitter that the reshuffle of Russia's war leadership
"appears to be a quite significant change," possibly driven more by politics than any
perceived failure on the part of Surovkin. The general was "becoming very powerful,”
Lee wrote, and "likely" talking directly to Putin. Demoting him "reasserts the
[Ministry of Defense's] position overseeing the war."

Mark Galeotti, a senior associate fellow at Britain's Royal United Services Institute,
argued that Wednesday's move was actually a demotion for Gerasimov too, "or at
least the most poisoned of chalices."

The general, he wrote on Twitter, will need to show "some kind of win or [his] career
ends in ignominy" — and that could mean a big Russian offensive in the spring.

More classified documents found in garage at Biden's Wilmington home: White
House
ABC News

Biden faces questions after new classified documents found
The White House confirmed Thursday that more classified documents from President

Joe Biden's time as vice president were found in the garage of his home in
Wilmington, Delaware.
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Asked about the discovery after remarks on the economy Thursday morning, Biden
appeared to downplay the security risks.

"I’'m gonna get a chance to speak on all this -- God willing -- soon. But as I said
earlier this week, people, and by the way, my Corvette’s in a locked garage," Biden
said. "So, it's not like it’s sitting on the street.”

"But as I said earlier this week, people know I take classified documents and
classified material seriously. I also said we're cooperating fully and completely with
the Justice Department's review. As part of that process, my lawyers reviewed other
places where documents in my -- from my time as vice president were stored and they
finished the review last night," Biden continued, echoing an earlier White House
Statement.

"They discovered a small number of documents with classified markings in storage
areas and file cabinets in my home and my personal library."

"The Department of Justice was immediately notified, and the lawyers arranged for
the Department of Justice to take possession of the documents," he said.

President Joe Biden speaks about the economy in the Eisenhower Executive Office
Building next to the White House in Washington, Jan. 12, 2023.© Andrew Caballero-
reynolds/AFP via Getty Images

Biden's comments came on the heels of a statement from the White House special
counsel dealing with the matter.

"Following the discovery of government documents at the Penn Biden Center in
November 2022, and coordinating closely with the Department of Justice, the
President's lawyers have searched the President’s Wilmington and Rehoboth Beach,
Delaware, residences — the other locations where files from his Vice-Presidential
office might have been shipped in the course of the 2017 transition. The lawyers
completed that review last night," Richard Sauber, special counsel to the president,
said in a statement.
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"During the review, the lawyers discovered among personal and political papers a
small number of additional Obama-Biden Administration records with classified
markings. All but one of these documents were found in storage space in the
President’s Wilmington residence garage," he said.

"One document consisting of one page was discovered among stored materials in an
adjacent room."

Attorney General Merrick Garland is scheduled to make a statement at 1:15 p.m. ET.
It's unclear whether he will speak about the documents matter.

The revelation that classified documents were kept at a Biden personal office in
Washington, and now, at his private residence in Wilmington, have raised questions
about how Biden's situation compares with the classified documents seized at former
President Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago home.

Questions about Joe Biden documents escalate as second batch of records is found
Kevin Johnson - USA TODAY

An initial review of classified documents discovered at an office once used by
President Joe Biden is nearing an end, but questions continued to mount days after
the White House confirmed an initial recovery in November.

A second set of classified documents found: Biden aides recovered another set of
records apart from classified documents at a location, separate from a D.C. office
Biden used after his vice presidency, according to multiple reports.

Biden offers little explanation: The president offered little in the form of an
explanation when he first addressed the matter Tuesday in Mexico City, indicating
that even he was "surprised" after learning the initial set of classified material

was discovered in a locked closet while attorneys were in the process of vacating the
space Biden used after he was vice president.

What he said: "l was surprised to learn that there are any government records that
were taken there to that office," Biden told reporters, adding he didn't know the
contents of the records. "We are cooperating fully — cooperating fully — with the
review, which I hope will be finished soon."

A number of public questions remain:

How did the records get there?

Richard Sauber, a special counsel to Biden, said Monday that the documents were
discovered Nov. 2 in a locked closet while the president’s personal attorneys were
packing files at a Washington, D.C., office used by Biden between 2017 and just prior
to the launch of his 2020 campaign.

When the records were discovered, Biden's attorneys notified the National Archives
and turned them over the following day, the president said.
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Sauber's statement did not indicate why the records were there, the specific nature of
the material; or whether others had access to the documents.

Neither Sauber nor the White House Wednesday addressed the discovery of a second
set of documents in a separate location, first reported by NBC News.

Why wasn't the initial discovery disclosed sooner? GOP questions delay

Republican members speak during a news conference on Jan. 4.© Jacquelyn Martin,
AP

According to the White House, the president's attorneys did what they were supposed
to do when the records were discovered at the Penn Biden Center for Diplomacy and
Global Engagement office: the National Archives was notified that day, and the
archives took possession of the material the following morning.

On-the-ground reporting with a national perspective
Yet, there was no immediate explanation for why the November recovery, first
reported by CBS News, was not disclosed until this week.

Republicans have raised questions about the delay in public disclosure, noting that
the documents were recovered less than a week before the midterm elections and just
more than two weeks before Attorney General Merrick Garland appointed a special
counsel to manage two criminal investigations involving Donald Trump, including the

former president's retention of hundreds of classified documents after leaving the
White House in 2021.

What happens now?
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Attorney General Merrick Garland.© Provided by USA TODAY

Chicago U.S. Attorney John Lausch, Jr., a holdover from the Trump administration,
has been conducting an initial assessment of the matter.

Lausch's assessment was nearing completion, a person familiar with the matter has
said, adding that the review is moving toward an inflection point in which the
attorney general will ultimately decide how to proceed.

The Justice Department and Lausch's office have declined comment.

But possible actions include the appointment of a special counsel to pursue a matter
further or a determination that there is no cause to launch such an investigation.

The discovery of the documents prompted immediate comparisons to the Trump case,
though the episodes are marked by key differences.

This image contained in a court filing by the Department of Justice on Aug. 30, and
redacted by in part by the FBI, shows a photo of documents seized during the Aug. 8
search by the FBI of former President Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate in
Florida.© Department of Justice via AP
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Trump had repeatedly resisted efforts by the National Archives to recover the
material, including failing to fully respond to a subpoena issued for the records by
federal law enforcement authorities, prompting the FBI to lead an unprecedented
search of Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate, resulting in the seizure of the classified
documents and thousands of other government records.

In the Biden case, the White House has maintained that the small number of
documents were immediately returned to the archives.

"The documents were not the subject of any previous request or inquiry by the
archives,” Sauber said, highlighting the differences between the Biden case and
Trump'’s resistance return the caches of documents he had moved to Mar-a-Lago.

98% of California homeowners don't have flood insurance; tornado confirmed
near Stockton; live updates
John Bacon and Jorge L. Ortiz - USA TODAY

SAN FRANCISCO — The wave of storms battering California are far from over, and
it’s too early to calculate the cost of damage to homes and businesses overwhelmed
by floodwaters.

But the final tally will be in the billions of dollars, says Trevor Burgess, CEO of
Neptune Flood, among the nation’s largest private flood insurance companies. Only
2% of homeowners in California have flood insurance, he said, adding that standard
homeowners insurance does not cover flood damage.

A recent climate assessment by the U.S. Global Change Research Program found that
"atmospheric rivers" such as those sweeping across California will become more
common and more severe as global temperatures increase.

"Unfortunately, these sorts of flooding events are the new normal and can no longer
be considered a 1-in-100-year sort of event," Burgess said.

Other developments:

» Dozens of major roads around the state remain closed because of flooding and
slide concerns, the state Department of Transportation says. Caltrans districts across
the state are "strongly advising the public to avoid traveling if you can.”

P At least 18 people have died in the unrelenting wave of storms that have rolled
across the state since late December, state officials say. Most of the deaths have been
caused by falling trees and cars swept away on flooded roads.

» The 12.37 inches of rain San Francisco received from Dec. 26 through Monday
represent more than half its typical yearly total and the city's third-highest amount
ever over 15 days, meteorologist Jan Null said.

Search continues for 5-year-old boy lost in flood
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Hopes were fading Thursday for rescuing Kyle Doan — a 5-year-old boy who slipped
from his mother's grasp Monday amid floodwaters that have ravaged parts of
California — as more storms were on the way.

On-the-ground reporting with a national perspective

More than 100 volunteers, first responders and National Guard members searched
San Marcos Creek near the central coast town of Paso Robles, where his mother
Lindsy's SUV drifted off the road and into the surging waters.

Lindsy Doan abandoned the car, hugging a tree and taking hold of her son's hand.
She said Kyle's last words were reassuring: “Mom, it’s OK. Just be calm.”

Her grip on him was tenuous, and the current swept him away, she said.

“Yesterday I got to the point where I think I ran out of tears,” Doan told The
Associated Press. “I mean, I've tried to do a Google search: How long can a child
not eat? How long can they be in wet clothes? We’re worried because I don’t know if
they’re going to be able to find him.”

Two more cyclones forecast to slam West Coast

A large cyclone well out in the Pacific Ocean will direct the latest in a series of
atmospheric rivers up the West Coast during the next couple of days, forecasters say.
The heaviest precipitation will stretch from northern California along the coastal
Pacific Northwest through early Saturday. Northwestern California is most likely to
receive "excessive" rainfall, the National Weather Service says.

That weather system should begin breaking down Friday night — allowing the next
Pacific cyclone to direct another surge of atmospheric river toward California by
Saturday morning.

Tornado confirmed near Stockton

A line of severe thunderstorms that rolled through the Sacramento area early Tuesday
triggered a tornado near the town of Milton, the National Weather Service confirmed.
The twister, with winds of 90 mph, tore a path of mangled and uprooted trees almost
a half-mile long and 50 yards wide about 30 miles east of Stockton, the weather
service said in a statement.

A few miles from Milton, near the town of Oakdale, the storm drove winds strong
enough to lift a barn and toss it over a five-foot fence, the weather service said.
Rather than a tornado, the culprit was straight-line winds of about 75 mph, the
statement said.

Is the drought over? Not yet

The six atmospheric rivers that have soaked California in recent weeks, along with
the three or four more to come, will ease concerns about a drought that has entered a
fourth year. But the parade of storms won't by itself end the state's extended stretch of
below-average rainfall.

For one, California's water reservoirs reached extremely low levels during the
drought and are only now starting to recover. The biggest such cistern, Lake Shasta,
was at 55% of its historical average on Christmas before rising to 70% by Tuesday,
still considerably below its typical level for the date.
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In addition, an impressive first part of the rainy season hardly guarantees continued
precipitation. State residents got such a reminder last year when major October and
December storms appeared to signal the drought was over, only for California to
experience the driest January-to-March stretch in recorded history.

When the Sierra snowpack — which serves as a natural water storage until the spring
melt-off — was measured at its traditional peak in early April, it registered only 38%
of the historic average.

“We are not out of the drought yet,” said Laura Feinstein, who leads work on climate
resilience and environment at SPUR, a public policy nonprofit.

Contributing By The Associated Press

Photos in Gallery©Micah Crockett, Caltrans District 2 via AP

This photo provided by Micah Crockett, District 2 Weaverville Maintenance Supervisor,
shows heavy machinery removing a rock slide on State Route 299, in Trinity County, between
Burnt Ranch and Hawkins Bar in Burnt Ranch, Calif., Saturday, Dec. 31, 2022.

Landslides of rock and mud closed roadways across California as heavy rains kicked off what
will be series of storms poised to usher in the new year, likely bringing downpours and
flooding. An atmospheric river storm began sweeping across the northern part of the state
Friday and was expected to bring more rain through Saturday.
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Photos in Gallery©California Highway Patrol Truckee via AP

This image taken Saturday, Dec 31, 2022 and released by California Highway Patrol Truckee,
vehicles stranded are stranded along Interstate 80 at the Nevada State line and Colfax, Calif.
Driving conditions are dangerous and treacherous, travel is not advised. There are dozens
and dozens of vehicles stuck on the freeway and county roads, and we are responding to calls
as Calif- California was drying out and digging out on New Year's Day after a powerful storm
brought drenching rain or heavy snowfall to much of the state, snarling traffic and closing
highways.

Photos in Gallery©Jose Carlos Fajardo, Bay Area News Group via AP
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Nurse Katie Leonard, left, hands a cup of hot tea to Patsy Costello, 88, as she sits trapped in
her vehicle for over an hour on Astrid Drive in Pleasant Hill, Calif., on Saturday, Dec. 31,
2022. Costello drove her car on the flooded street thinking she could make it when it stalled
in the two feet of water. After two hours the water had receded about a foot making it easier
to rescue her. Police were called but stood by and watched after calling in a tow truck to help
pull the car out of the water. Nurse Katie Leonard, of Pleasant Hill, lives down the block used
her kayak to bring Costello hot tea, blankets, food and a phone to call a friend.

Photos in Gallery©Stephen Lam, San Francisco Chronicle via AP

Vehicles travel along a snow-lined U.S. Route 50 the morning after a winter storm pelted the
region with a large amount of snow, in South Lake Tahoe, Calif., Sunday, Jan. 1, 2023.

Photos in Gallery©Stephen Lam, San Francisco Chronicle via AP
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Bryon Wilson, right, helps Shobhit, last name withheld, left, remove snow accumulated on a
vehicle at Tahoe Lakeshore Lodge & Spa the morning after a winter storm pelted the region
with a large amount of snow, in South Lake Tahoe, Calif., Sunday, Jan. 1, 2023.

Photos in Gallery©Hector Amezcua, The Sacramento Bee via AP

Three vehicles are submerged on Dillard Road west of Highway 99 in south Sacramento
County in Wilton, Calif., Sunday, Jan. 1, 2023, after heavy rains on New Year's Eve produced
levee breaks. Saturday's system was warmer and wetter, while storms this week will be colder,
said Hannah Chandler-Cooley, a meteorologist at the National Weather Service in
Sacramento. The Sacramento region could receive a total of 4 to 5 inches of rain over the

week, Chandler-Cooley said.
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From left, Rintaro employees Aaron Linenberger and Akiko Mochizuki clean up from
Saturday's floodwater at the restaurant on New Year's Day in San Francisco, Sunday, Jan. 1,
2023. The Bay Area transitioned to cleaning mode after near-record rainfall hit San
Francisco. The restaurant was flooded with several feet of water.

Photos in Gallery©Caltrans District 3 via AP
In this photo provided by Caltrans District 3, California Department of Transportation crews

check large boulders that fell onto Highway 50 just east of Kyburz during a storm in El
Dorado National Park, Calif., Sunday, Jan. 1, 2023. Fortunately, no vehicles were hit.
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Crews work at repairing a sinkhole from recent storms in Daly City, Calif., Tuesday, Jan. 3,
2022. Northern California residents are bracing for another round of powerful storms this
week after flooding from a New Year's Eve deluge killed one person, prompted the evacuation
of more than 1,000 inmates in a county jail and washed away a section of a levee system that

protects mostly rural farmland.

Photos in Gallery©Haven Daley, AP

People fill sandbags in preparation for the next storms outside a public works station in South
San Francisco, Calif., Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2023.

Photos in Gallery©JOSH EDELSON, AFP via Getty Images

A damaged Valero gas station creaks in the wind during a massive "bomb cyclone" rainstorm
in South San Francisco, California, on Jan. 4, 2023. - A bomb cyclone smashed into
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California on Jan. 4, 2023, bringing powerful winds and torrential rain expected to cause
flooding in areas already saturated by consecutive storms.

Photos in Gallery©Godofredo A. Vasquez, AP

Floodwaters surround an empty vehicle on the road in Oakland, Calif., Wednesday, Jan. 4,
2023. Another winter storm moved into California on Wednesday, walloping the northern
part of the state with more rain and snow. It's the second major storm of the week in the

parched state.

Photos in Gallery©JOSH EDELSON, AFP via Getty Images

A vehicle turns around on a flooded road in Sebastopol, California, on Jan. 5, 2023. -
Excessive rain, heavy snow, and landslides are expected to wallop California through
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Thursday as winter storms rip across the western US coast, prompting Governor Gavin
Newsom to declare a state of emergency.
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A tree collapsed and ripped up the sidewalk damaging a home in Sacramento, Calif., Sunday,
Jan. 8, 2023. The National Weather Service warned of a “relentless parade of atmospheric

rivers" — storms that are long plumes of moisture stretching out into the Pacific capable of
dropping staggering amounts of rain and snow.

Photos in Gallery©Sara Nevis, The Sacramento Bee via AP
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An East Sacramento resident crosses the street in front of a tree blocking H Street near 36th
Street in Sacramento, Calif., Sunday, Jan. 8, 2023. The weather service's Sacramento office

said the region should brace for the latest atmospheric river to roar late Sunday and early
Monday ashore.

Photos in Gallery©Kathleen Ronayne, AP

A tree collapsed and ripped up the sidewalk damaging a home in Sacramento, Calif., Sunday,
Jan. 8, 2023.

Photos in Gallery©Ringo H.W. Chiu, AP

People carrying their belongs arrive at an evacuation center in Santa Barbara, Calif.,
Monday, Jan. 9, 2023.
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Photos in Gallery©JOSH EDELSON, AFP via Getty Images

An aerial view of flooded homes in Felton, California, on Jan. 9, 2023.

Photos in Gallery©JOSH EDELSON, AFP via Getty Images

This aerial view shows a flooded home partially underwater in Gilroy, California, on Jan. 9,
2023.
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This aerial view shows a damaged pier split in Capitola, California, on Jan. 9, 2023.

Photos in Gallery©JOSH EDELSON, AFP via Getty Images

A grove tree is flooded in Gilroy, California, on Jan. 9, 2023. - Heavy rain lashed water-
logged California Monday, with forecasters warning of floods as a parade of storms that have
killed 12 people battered the western United States.
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A flooded house is partially underwater in Gilroy, California, on Jan. 9, 2023.

Photos in Gallery©Ringo H.W. Chiu, AP

Water runs down a road in Montecito, Calif., Monday, Jan. 9, 2023.
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In an aerial view, water floods a vineyard on January 09, 2023, in Santa Rosa, California.
The San Francisco Bay Area and much of Northern California continue to get drenched by
powerful atmospheric river events that have brought high winds and flooding rains. The
storms have toppled trees, flooded roads, and cut power to tens of thousands. Storms are

lined up over the Pacific Ocean and are expected to bring more rain and wind through the
end of the week.

Photos in Gallery@Justin Sullivan, Getty Images

In an aerial view, floodwaters fill fields on Jan. 9, 2023, in Santa Rosa, California.
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Water flows down the spillway at Nicasio Reservoir after days of rain brought the reservoir to
near capacity on Jan. 9, 2023, in Nicasio, California.

Photos in Gallery©Noah Berger, AP

Following days of rain, floodwaters surround homes and vehicles in the Planada community
of Merced County, Calif., on Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2023.
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San Diego firefighter Brian Sanford rescues a dog from a flooded home in Merced, California,
onJan. 10, 2023.

Photos in Gallery©JOSH EDELSON, AFP via Getty Images

San Diego firefighter Trevor Zach rescues a dog from a flooded home in Merced, California,
onJan. 10, 2023. - Relentless storms were ravaging California again Tuesday, the latest bout
of extreme weather that has left 14 people dead. Fierce storms caused flash flooding, closed
key highways, toppled trees, and swept away drivers and passengers.
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Abraham Ayala, right, wades through water in Merced, Calif., on Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2023.

Photos in Gallery©JOSH EDELSON, AFP via Getty Images

Stranded dogs await rescue at a flooded home in Merced, California, on Jan. 10, 2023.
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Local resident Fidel Osorio rescues a dog from a flooded home in Merced, California, on Jan.
10, 2023.

Photos in Gallery©Noah Berger, AP

Brenda Ortega, 15, salvages items from her flooded Merced, Calif., home on Tuesday, Jan.
10, 2023. Following days of rain, Bear Creek overflowed its banks leaving dozens of homes
and vehicles surrounded by floodwaters.
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Jesus Torres carries belongings from his flooded Merced, Calif., home on Tuesday, Jan. 10,
2023.
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Pauline Torres carries belongings from her flooded Merced, Calif., home on Tuesday, Jan. 10,
2023.
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Photos in Gallery©Noah Berger, AP
Angeles Molina carries belongings from her flooded Merced, Calif., home on Tuesday, Jan.

10, 2023. Following days of rain, Bear Creek overflowed its banks leaving dozens of homes
and vehicles in the neighborhood surrounded by floodwaters.
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Following days of rain, floodwaters surround homes and vehicles in the Planada community
of Merced County, Calif., on Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2023.
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A customer walks through floodwater while departing a store on Jan. 10, 2022, in Aptos,
California. The San Francisco Bay Area and much of Northern California continue to get
drenched by powerful atmospheric river events that have brought high winds and flooding
rains. The storms have toppled trees, flooded roads, and cut power to tens of thousands.

Storms are lined up over the Pacific Ocean and are expected to bring more rain and wind
through the end of the week.
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This aerial view shows a flooded neighborhood in Merced, Calif. on Jan. 10, 2023.
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This aerial view shows vehicles driving on a flooded road in Merced, Calif. on Jan. 10, 2023.
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This aerial view shows a flooded neighborhood in Merced, Calif. on Jan. 10, 2023. A massive
storm called a bomb cyclone" by meteorologists has arrived and is expected to cause
widespread flooding throughout the state.
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A mudslide flooded parts of Fredonia Drive in Studio City, Calif., during a rain on Tuesday,
Jan. 10, 2023.
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This aerial view shows two cars siting in a large sinkhole that opened during a day of
relentless rain, Jan. 10, 2023 in the Chatsworth neighborhood of Los Angeles.


https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/110-000-dead-russian-soldiers-putin-is-facing-a-historic-disaster-in-ukraine/ar-AA169HwG?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=6e661e88b86d4e7baa5c6a4791c2fac3%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/ill-vladimir-putin-celebrates-orthodox-christmas-alone-spotted-shuffling-through-moscow-cathedral-hours-after-violating-holiday-truce/ar-AA168YnF?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=de39f0678dab4579ab67d4c2b0725750%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/ill-vladimir-putin-celebrates-orthodox-christmas-alone-spotted-shuffling-through-moscow-cathedral-hours-after-violating-holiday-truce/ar-AA168YnF?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=2124a3d6c57d483a99fc0afccabebab9%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/ill-vladimir-putin-celebrates-orthodox-christmas-alone-spotted-shuffling-through-moscow-cathedral-hours-after-violating-holiday-truce/ar-AA168YnF?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=de39f0678dab4579ab67d4c2b0725750%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true

Photos in Gallery©Nic Coury, AP

Howard Burman clears mud that washed through his garage after the San Lorenzo River
overflowed in the Felton Grove neighborhood of Felton, Calif., Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2023.
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In an aerial view, a flooded area by the overflowing San Ysidro creek on Jameson Lane is
seen near the closed Highway 101 in Montecito, Calif., Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2023. California
saw little relief from drenching rains Tuesday as the latest in a relentless string of storms
swamped roads, turned rivers into gushing flood zones and forced thousands of people to flee
from towns with histories of deadly mudslides.
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Matt O'Brien shovels mud from a friends driveway after the San Lorenzo River overflowed in
the Felton Grove neighborhood of Felton, Calif., Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2023.
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A driveway is flooded by the overflowing San Ysidro creek on Jameson Lane in Montecito,
Calif., Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2023.
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Cars remain in a large sinkhole along Iverson Road in Chatsworth, Calif., on Tuesday, Jan.
10, 2023.
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A work crew cleans up an area of Highway 101 that flooded in Montecito, Calif., Tuesday,
Jan. 10, 2023.
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A vehicle is trapped by mud and debris at Jameson Lane near Highway 101 in Montecito,
Calif., Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2023.
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Exposed roofing tops a South San Francisco, Calif., apartment building as storms continue
battering the state on Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2023. According to South San Francisco Deputy Fire
Chief Matt Samson, squall-like conditions overnight including wind gusts around 70 mph
blew roofing material off the building causing water intrusion to two of the apartments.
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A work crew cleans up the Highway 101 that flooded in Montecito, Calif., Tuesday, Jan. 10,
2023.
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In an aerial view, cars sit in floodwaters on Jan. 11, 2023, in Planada, California. The
Central Valley town of Planada was devastated by widespread flooding after a severe
atmospheric river event moved through the area earlier in the week.

The San Francisco Bay Area and much of California continue to be drenched by powerful
atmospheric river events that have brought high winds and flooding rains. The storms have
toppled trees, flooded roads, and cut power to tens of thousands. Storms are lined up over the
Pacific Ocean and are expected to bring more rain and wind through the end of the week.
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Renter Jose Alvarez and his family lived in the South San Francisco apartment building that
had its roof partially blown off by a wind gust in San Francisco, Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2023.
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Renter Jose Alvarez looks at streams of water pouring into his family's bedrooms as they tried
to salvage belongings from the South San Francisco apartment building which had its roof
partially blown off by wind gust in San Francisco Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2023.
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Mark Diaz (R) pushes a car out of his flooded garage on Jan. 11, 2023, in Planada,
California. The Central Valley town of Planada was devastated by widespread flooding after
a severe atmospheric river event moved through the area earlier in the week. The San
Francisco Bay Area and much of California continue to be drenched by powerful atmospheric
river events that have brought high winds and flooding rains. The storms have toppled trees,
flooded roads, and cut power to tens of thousands. Storms are lined up over the Pacific

Ocean and are expected to bring more rain and wind through the end of the week.
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Preston Tucker places personal items on a truck tailgate after they were salvaged from a
flooded home on Jan. 11, 2023, in Planada, California. The Central Valley town of Planada
was devastated by widespread flooding after a severe atmospheric river event moved through
the area earlier in the week. The San Francisco Bay Area and much of California continue to
be drenched by powerful atmospheric river events that have brought high winds and flooding
rains. The storms have toppled trees, flooded roads, and cut power to tens of thousands.
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Storms are lined up over the Pacific Ocean and are expected to bring more rain and wind
through the end of the week.
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Donnie Young (L) and Alex Munoz (R) look at water lines as they inspect their flooded home
onJan. 11, 2023, in Planada, California. The Central Valley town of Planada was devastated
by widespread flooding after a severe atmospheric river event moved through the area earlier
in the week. The San Francisco Bay Area and much of California continue to be drenched by
powerful atmospheric river events that have brought high winds and flooding rains. The
storms have toppled trees, flooded roads, and cut power to tens of thousands. Storms are

lined up over the Pacific Ocean and are expected to bring more rain and wind through the
end of the week.
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In an aerial view, homes are seen surrounded by floodwaters on Jan. 11, 2023, in Planada,
California. The Central Valley town of Planada was devastated by widespread flooding after
a severe atmospheric river event moved through the area earlier in the week. The San
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Francisco Bay Area and much of California continue to be drenched by powerful atmospheric
river events that have brought high winds and flooding rains. The storms have toppled trees,
flooded roads, and cut power to tens of thousands. Storms are lined up over the Pacific
Ocean and are expected to bring more rain and wind through the end of the week.
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Cars sit in floodwaters on Jan. 11, 2023, in Planada, California. The Central Valley town of
Planada was devastated by widespread flooding after a severe atmospheric river event moved
through the area earlier in the week. The San Francisco Bay Area and much of California
continue to be drenched by powerful atmospheric river events that have brought high winds
and flooding rains. The storms have toppled trees, flooded roads, and cut power to tens of
thousands.
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A truck drives through floodwaters on Jan. 11, 2023, in Planada, California. The Central
Valley town of Planada was devastated by widespread flooding after a severe atmospheric
river event moved through the area earlier in the week. The San Francisco Bay Area and
much of California continue to be drenched by powerful atmospheric river events that have
brought high winds and flooding rains. The storms have toppled trees, flooded roads, and cut
power to tens of thousands. Storms are lined up over the Pacific Ocean and are expected to
bring more rain and wind through the end of the week.
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Cleanup worker Jovani Barboza clears away sand that washed up from the beach in front of
homes on Jan. 11, 2023, in Apt os, California. The San Francisco Bay Area and much of
Northern California continue to get drenched by powerful atmospheric river events that have
brought high winds and flooding rains. The storms have toppled trees, flooded roads, and cut
power to tens of thousands.
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Trees are reflected in floodwaters that cover an orchard on Jan. 11, 2023, in Planada,
California. The Central Valley town of Planada was devastated by widespread flooding after
a severe atmospheric river event moved through the area earlier in the week. The San
Francisco Bay Area and much of California continue to get drenched by the powerful
weather systems that have brought high winds and downpours. The storms have toppled trees,

flooded roads, and cut power to tens of thousands.
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Flooded beach volleyball courts are viewed on Main Beach on Jan. 11, 2023, in Santa Cruz,
California. The San Francisco Bay Area and much of Northern California continue to get
drenched by powerful atmospheric river events that have brought high winds and flooding
rains. The storms have toppled trees, flooded roads, and cut power to tens of thousands.
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