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Putin's Stockpile of Tanks Faces Major Hurdle as Abrams, Leopards Head East
Zoe Strozewski - Newsweek

Ukraine is expected to begin receiving deliveries of Western-made tanks in the
coming months after the U.S., U.K. and Germany decided to step up their support for
the country amid its war with Russia.

The U.S. and Germany announced this week that they would be sending highly
coveted M1 Abrams and Leopard 2 tanks to Ukraine. Poland is also sending the
Leopard 2 combat vehicles, while the U.K. announced this month that Challenger 2
tanks would be provided to Ukraine.

Additional countries have committed to or at least expressed openness to delivering
even more tanks to Ukraine.

In theory, Russian President Viadimir Putin has a stockpile large enough that it
should allow him to deploy additional tanks to the battlefield as Ukraine's own tank
supplies are bolstered by the West.

The Military Balance 2021 database said that Russian storage facilities had around
10,200 tanks, The Kyiv Independent reported in September 2022. Newsweek was not
able to independently verify the database figure and reached out to Russia's Defense
Ministry for confirmation.

But Putin's regime would be faced with several major challenges if it actually looked
to deploy tanks from his stockpile to Ukraine, according to experts.

Dan Soller, former U.S. Army intelligence colonel, told Newsweek that any tanks
Russia does have in storage need trained crews to operate them. Assuming that all of
Russia's estimated 10,000 tanks are operational—and they likely aren't—tens of
thousands of personnel could be required to operate them, since each tank requires
several people.

Soller said that he suspects many Russian tanks in storage haven't been "maintained
effectively,” and that some are used for spare parts. He believes that the
"overwhelming majority" of them are likely not even operational.

David Silbey, associate professor of history at Cornell University and director of
teaching and learning at Cornell in Washington, told Newsweek that it's "very
unclear" how many tanks Russia can pull out of its stockpile and put back into action

in Ukraine.

He also said that the Russian tanks in storage have likely not been maintained very
well, so there's a "pretty strong indication that they're not in great shape."

"It's not like a vending machine where you put in your money and get a working T-
72," Silbey said, referring to a type of Russian tank.
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Who Is Delivering Tanks to Ukraine? Statista© Statista

This chart, provided by Statista, shows the number of tanks confirmed for initial
delivery to Ukraine as of January 27, 2023.

On top of any issues with getting enough trained crews to operate the tanks, the tanks
themselves would have to be made operational again. So while Russia's estimated
stockpile could seem daunting to Ukrainians, "I can't imagine that they could get
those on the battlefield all that quickly,” Silbey said.

The Leopard 2 and Challenger 2 tanks are predicted to begin arriving in Ukraine in
the coming weeks or months, while the Abrams deliveries are expected to take longer.

Once Ukraine does deploy the tanks on the battlefield, the impact they will have in the
war depends on how effectively they are put to use alongside other elements like
artillery, other armored fighting vehicles, missiles, intelligence and communications.

"The numbers are potentially the least important aspect of this," Soller said. "What is
most important is the orchestration. Think of it as a symphony, of bringing all the
different parts of combined arms maneuver together to create intended effects on the

battlefield."

The West Calls Putin's Bluff
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Jon Jackson - Newsweek

Russian President Viadimir Putin and Kremlin officials have warned multiple times
over the 11 months since the invasion of Ukraine started that Western inference could
result in an escalation. However, the United States and other Western allies of
Ukraine have repeatedly crossed Putin's supposed red lines.

In the main image, Russian President Viadimir Putin speaks at the Obukhov State
Plant, January 18, 2023 in Saint Petersburg, Russia. The smaller picture shows U.S.
President Joe Biden walking on the South Lawn of the White House on October 12,
2022 in Washington, DC. Biden and other Western allies of Ukraine keep ignoring
Putin’s threats of war escalation if they provide Ukraine with additional
weapons.© Photos by Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images

"If the territorial integrity of our country is threatened, we will without doubt use all
available means to protect Russia and our people. This is not a bluff," Putin said in
September address while the U.S. continued providing Ukraine with more armaments
to fight on territory illegitimately annexed by Putin.

More recently, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov provided such a warning about
arming Ukraine in December. He said, "Weapon supplies continue, the assortment of
supplied weapons is expanding. All this, of course, leads to an aggravation of the
conflict and, in fact, does not bode well for Ukraine."”

If anything, the weapons coming to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky from the
West escalated after Peskov's remarks. This week alone, President Joe Biden took the
large step of saying the U.S. will provide Ukraine with 31 M1 Abrams tanks. His
announcement came on the same day that Germany confirmed it would give
Ukrainian forces 13 Leopard 2 tanks.

Kremlin officials and Russian state-controlled media outlets responded to the news of
the tanks with outrage. But George Mason University Schar School of Policy and
Government professor Mark N. Katz told Newsweek that the message from the West
was clear: Putin's rhetoric wasn't going to cause them to back down.
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"Putin's red-lines are designed to deter Western states from crossing them, but Putin
has not been able to prevent the West from crossing several of them," Katz said.

Lawrence C. Reardon, a professor of political science at the University of New
Hampshire, told Newsweek, "There is a growing global perception that Russian
leaders resemble the boy that cried wolf."

He added, "When Russian forces are under pressure, Putin indirectly talks about the
use of tactical nuclear weapons to defend Russia, especially to defend the newly
annexed areas of southeast Ukraine such as the Crimea."

Reardon said that while Western leaders haven't taken Putin's words as fact, they
nevertheless likely don't take Russia's nuclear capabilities—or the chance of an angry
Putin using them in Ukraine—for granted.

"Thus, the recent hesitance by Berlin and Washington to provide sophisticated tanks
is not just related to the difficulty of Ukraine absorbing these tanks into their fighting
forces, but also a fear of escalating the conflict," he said.

"But western leaders are not crying wolf and no doubt have warned Putin
that NATO will rapidly escalate involvement should Putin resort to tactical nuclear
weapons."

Katz noted that "Putin and his cronies have already declared that Russia is at war
with NATO or the 'Collective West,' not just Ukraine."

"The U.S. and NATO do seem to take seriously the possibility that there are some
things Ukraine might do which could result in Putin escalating the conflict," he said.

Another reason why Ukraine's Western allies may feel emboldened in their support of
Ukraine is that Russia for the most part has stumbled in its war efforts, according to
Katz.

"If Putin's forces are not doing so well against Ukraine, it is hard to see how they can
do better by escalating the conflict by attacking any NATO member," he said.

Ukraine’s American-Made M-1A2 Tanks Are Fast-Searching Hunter-Killers
David Axe - Forbes Staff

The 31 M-1 Abrams tanks the United States has pledged to Ukraine will be high-end
A2 variants rather than older M-1A1s, Paul McLeary, Lara Seligman and Lee
Hudson reported for Politico.
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A U.S. Army M-1A2 with a CITV—the optics on the right of the image. U.S. Army
photo© Provided by Forbes

The 70-ton M-1A2, versions of which are the U.S. Army’s main tank, features several
major improvements over older Abrams, including better armor, fire-control and
communications.

But one particular enhancement stands out. The M-1A42 was, in the early 1990s, the
first tank to introduce what'’s called a “commander’s independent thermal viewer.”

A CITV is a set of swiveling optics, mounted on top of a tank’s turret, that complement
the vehicle’s main optics. “The commander's independent thermal viewer gives him a
360-degree, all-weather, day-night, target-surveillance system that allows the
commander and gunner to act as a ‘hunter-killer’ team,” Wes Glasgow, David Latson
and Christopher Cardine wrote in a 1996 issue of Armor, the U.S. Army’s official
journal for tankers.

“The commander searches for targets while the gunner engages a
completely separate target,” Glasgow, Latson and Cardine explained.
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“When the gunner fires the weapon, the commander can then ‘hand-off” a new target
to the gunner with the push of a button. This capability greatly enhances the potential
lethality of the system and measurably improves the engagement speed of the tank,
getting multiple, accurate rounds down-range.”

“This is often the most critical factor in tank survivability on the battlefield,”
Glasgow, Latson and Cardine added.

1t’s not the traditional way of doing things. On older tanks, the commander and
gunner—each gazing through linked optics—see the same thing at the same time.
That limits the pace at which a crew can acquire and engage targets.

Faster target-acquisition arguably was the driving requirement as the U.S. Army and
General Dynamics developed the M-1A2 starting in the late 1980s. The new tank’s
CITV works so well that other tank-makers have rushed to copy it.

Today the latest French Leclercs, Russian T-90Ms and other new tank models also
feature CITVs.

But only one Ukrainian tank type has a true CITV—the locally-made T-84, fewer than
10 of which are in service. When M-1A2s start showing up, Ukraine’s battle-hardened
tankers finally will have world-class equipment that leverages, rather than constrains,
their hard-won experience.

But it might take a while. All U.S. Army M-1s have a secret armor mix that includes a
super-hard uranium mesh. The United States as a matter of policy never exports that
armor. To provide Ukraine with 31 Abrams, General Dynamics either must remove
the uranium from surplus U.S. Army M-1s, or build fresh M-1s—and omit the mesh.

Either option could take months. It’s for that reason that most observers expect
Ukraine’s ex-British Challenger 2 tanks, as well as used Leopard 2s—from Germany,
Poland, Norway, Spain and other countries—to arrive first.

Schiff hit with ethics complaint one day into Senate campaign for using Trump
impeachment video
Aaron Kliegman - FOX News

An ethics watchdog group on Friday asked the Olffice of Congressional Ethics
investigate Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif., for using footage from the Senate floor in an
ad announcing his run for the Senate.

The Foundation for Accountability and Civic Trust (FACT) sent a complaint to the
OCE's chief counsel that asked for an immediate probe into whether Schiff "abused
official resources for political purposes" by using the video.

Schiff announced Thursday that he's running for the Senate in 2024, via a video that
was shared on his Twitter account. That video includes footage of Schiff speaking on


https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/putin-s-stockpile-of-tanks-faces-major-hurdle-as-abrams-leopards-head-east/ar-AA16Mp6R?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=b94f3795c5da4a67b704ea2fd1c0be29%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/the-west-calls-putin-s-bluff/ar-AA16Mfm7?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=b94f3795c5da4a67b704ea2fd1c0be29%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/news/ukraine-s-american-made-m-1a2-tanks-are-fast-searching-hunter-killers/ar-AA16Mp9v?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=b94f3795c5da4a67b704ea2fd1c0be29%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidaxe/2022/05/29/ukraine-made-just-a-handful-of-speedy-t-84-tanks-now-theyre-on-the-front-line/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidaxe/2023/01/25/ukraine-is-getting-american-m-1-tanks-it-might-take-a-while/?sh=37b0e4ff45d2
https://65db7681-e755-4cff-abe7-1d9e373df4db.usrfiles.com/ugd/65db76_fc0ac564942e40b8834bdbb7c9a4fdf4.pdf

the Senate floor during impeachment proceedings against former President Donald
Trump.

"This is a clear violation of House ethics rules and federal law," said Kendra Arnold,
executive director of FACT. "Rep. Schiff has been in Congress for over two decades
and undoubtedly knows that official government resources cannot be used for
political purposes. Rep. Schiff must immediately take down the video and cease
distribution of the footage, and the Olffice of Congressional Ethics should move swiftly
to investigate and sanction Rep. Schiff for this breach.”

House members are prohibited from using House and Senate floor video for
campaign purposes, according to FACT.

"Federal law states that 'appropriations shall be applied only to the objects for which
the appropriations were made except as otherwise provided by law,"" the complaint
said. "

To enforce this law, the ethics rules prohibit members from using any official
resource for campaign or political purposes. 'Official resources’ includes anything
funded by taxpayers, such as a member's official website, social media accounts, and
photographs and video from the House or Senate floor."”

"To make it abundantly clear," the complaint added, "both the House ethics rules and
Senate rules specifically identify congressional video of floor proceedings as official
resources that members are prohibited from using for political purposes."

Some journalists have speculated on social media that Schiff may have found a legal
workaround by using third-party news footage of the Senate floor — in this case,
footage from NBC.

Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif., is accused of violating House ethics rules by showing
video of the Senate floor in his campaign ad. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky) AP
Photo/Patrick Semansky© AP Photo/Patrick Semansky

However, FACT argues House ethics rules clearly prohibit members from using
either House or Senate video or photographs, because both are official government
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resources. This apparently includes footage or a photo of floor proceedings, even it
was re-posted from a third-party source, such as a news organization.

"Members may not re-use an image of a floor proceeding published by a third-party,
if the member could not use that image in the first instance," the House Ethics
Committee stated in a 2017 report.

The complaint makes the case that the rule is broad and prohibits members not only
from using the video but also from re-posting from sources or using video obtained
from news outlets.

Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif., launched his Senate bid this week. Getty Images© Getty
Images

"This is an important rule because it not only protects taxpayer-funded resources
from abuse, but it also protects the integrity of official proceedings by reducing the
incentive for members to make political speeches during official proceedings," the
complaint said.

"One issue the House Ethics Manual acknowledges is the public perception that
incumbents are simply using their office to run for re-election or to run for a higher
office, and the reason for that perception is quite evident in Rep. Schiff’s actions.

Moreover, his use of official resources does not reflect credibly on the House."
Schiff’s office didn't respond to a request for comment, nor did the Office of
Congressional Ethics.

Chinese Parts Found in U.S. Fighter Show F-35 Must Be Brought Back to Earth |
Opinion
Sara Scarlet Wilson - Newsweek

Even as Russia's war with Ukraine dominates much of America's news coverage,
diplomatic interest, and financial resources, a more significant threat has already
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wormed its way behind our defenses: Illegal technology from China is being used in
planes purchased for the United States and allied militaries.

A F-35B fighter jet prepares to land on the flight deck of the HMS Queen Elizabeth in
the Arabian Sea.© PUNIT PARANJPE/AFP via Getty Images

In September, the Pentagon suspended deliveries of its beleaguered F-35 Joint Strike
Fighter (JSF) program because of its use of metal alloys sourced from China. U.S.
law explicitly prohibits the use of specialty metals or alloys from bad actors like
China, North Korea, Russia, and Iran.

While the issue will not affect F-35 jets currently in service, it was correctly
addressed by the Pentagon because U.S. taxpayer dollars were sent to China via
Lockheed Martin, which supplies the fighter.

While the parts supplied by China have been found to be up to standard, the
procurement issue is just one indicator of the deeper problems that have plagued the
JSF program since its inception in the mid-1990s. The program has consistently run
over budget and behind schedule. And there are still some occasional crashes—

like one in Texas in December—that have brought deliveries to a halt.

Although Lockheed Martin claims the sticker price for an F-35 is roughly 878 million
each, the actual number is closer to $110 million per plane—and it could even be as
high as $165 million per plane, which is what the Swiss government is paying for the
whole package—including spare parts, ammunition, and other critical components of
a functioning weapons system. as the planes age and require upgraded software and
hardware refits, the Project on Government Oversight projects that this number will
increase.

An April 2022 report from the Government Accountability Office (GAO) did not make
for comfortable reading for taxpayers or backers of the F-35. The report criticized the
Pentagon's costly decision to order planes "before determining that the aircraft is
ready to move into the full-rate production phase.”
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GAO auditors warned: "The more aircraft produced before testing is complete, the
more it might cost to retrofit those aircraft if issues are discovered."

Why then is the Pentagon still committed to ordering more and more planes? When
will the testing process be finished? The latest scandal over metal alloys shows the
difficulties in creating sound military contracts.

Although a U.S. contractor is responsible for building F-35 air-frames,
manufacturing of certain engine parts was outsourced to Honeywell, which sources
materials from China. By creating layer after layer, the process becomes more
opaque and problems like this become inevitable.

The questions raised by the alloy problem and GAO's report should have been
answered by now. Why is a company like Lockheed Martin given seemingly unlimited
access to taxpayer funds despite such a checkered track record?

A clear lesson from the JSF is that more strenuous testing of weapons systems must
occur before the DOD is tied into long-term contracts (the contract for the F-35 was
awarded in 2001). It's irresponsible to have a decades-long contract that becomes a
sunk cost, instead of shorter contracts which still provide contractors profit as they
develop new systems and test them out. As things stand, the Pentagon seems willing to
throw good money after bad.

There are, however, signs the white elephant's number may be up. The Biden
administration's 2023 fiscal year budget is set to fund the purchase of another 61 F-
35s to be used by US armed forces.

Military contractor trade publication Defense One notes that's 24 fewer planes than
were purchased the previous year. It is also about one-third fewer than the 94 F-35s
that were initially planned to be purchased in 2023.

This looks like a tacit acknowledgement that Lockheed Martin can't deliver the scale
or quality of planes the Pentagon might like. Given the calamitous story of the F-35
so far, it's clearly time for the Pentagon to start over—yes, with a different plane, but
also with an entirely different strategy that puts process and results over expensive
hopes and prayers.

Wagner Group Leadership in Disarray Amid 'Significant’ War Losses: ISW
Aila Slisco - Newsweek

The leader of the Wagner Group was locked in a spat with a nationalist rival as the
Russian mercenary organization continued to suffer heavy losses in Ukraine,
according to the Institute for the Study of War (ISW).
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Wagner Group leader Yevgeny Prigozhin is pictured on the left in Saint Petersburg,
Russia on June 16, 2016, while Ukrainian soldiers are pictured carrying a bag
containing a deceased Russian troop out of a destroyed building in Kupiansk,
Ukraine on December 15, 2022. © Mikhail Svetlov; SERGEY BOBOK/AFP

Prigozhin was reportedly focused on a public argument with his Russian nationalist
rival Igor Girkin recently while the Wagner Group suffered "significant” losses in
Ukraine.

An ISW report published on Thursday states that Wagner Group financier Yevgeny
Prigozhin had recently been in an "altercation" with former Russian army
commander Igor Girkin, highlighting "competition among Russian nationalist groups
for political influence in Russia."

Girkin accused Prigozhin of "deliberately misconstruing" criticism of his political
ambitions as an attack on the Wagner Group forces fighting in Ukraine. Girkin also
accused Prigozhin of diverting personnel to Africa and Syria "instead of deploying his
mercenaries to win the war in Ukraine."

The Wagner Group leader reportedly shot back by denying that he has any political
ambitions and claiming that "his team attempted to bribe Girkin in an effort to silence
his criticism of Wagner forces."

Prigozhin then "sarcastically"” invited Girkin "to join one of Wagner's assault units in
occupied Luhansk Oblast," prompting the former commander to say that he would do
so if sent "a serious invitation."

"Prigozhin and Girkin—both critics of Russian President Viadimir Putin's conduct of
the war—are likely competing for influence and patronage among pro-war politicians
disillusioned with the progress of the war," the ISW report states.
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"Prigozhin and Girkin are likely competing for favor with the same pro-war
nationalist patronage networks within the Kremlin that are represented by outspoken
nationalist politicians," it continues.

Meanwhile, ISW said that Wagner Group mercenaries fighting in Eastern Ukraine

had suffered "significant losses" in recent months. Thursday's report cited multiple
media claims that over 1,000 Wagner Group personnel were recently laid to rest at
two burial sites in Russia.

Many of those buried are believed to have died during fighting in the Bakhmut area,
where bloody battles continue to rage between Ukrainian forces and Russia-aligned
fighters, including Wagner Group mercenaries.

In addition, the "majority" of the Wagner Group personnel buried at the sites were
reportedly prisoners, which was the "result of the Wagner Group's overwhelming
reliance on prison recruitment and its operational use of these personnel in costly
assaults."

"The Wagner Group likely experienced significant losses in attritional offensive
operations in eastern Ukraine over the past few months," ISW said.

"The high number of casualties is likely constraining the Wagner Group's ability to
continue offensive operations at a high pace and will likely prompt further prison
recruitment efforts.”

Former Wagner Group commander Andrei Medvedev has claimed that prisoners
brought to Ukraine to fight on behalf of the mercenary group were subjected to
"incredibly horrible" treatment, according to an interview with his lawyer that
Reuters published on Thursday.

Medvedev, through his lawyer, reportedly said that he personally witnessed "the
shooting of his comrades while he was watching because they tried to flee" from the
battlefield.

The U.S. government announced a series of new economic sanctions aimed at the
Wagner Group on Thursday, while declaring it to be a "significant transnational
criminal organization."

ISW previously reported that critics of Putin, the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD)
and others dissatisfied with the state of the war, now in its 12th month, had
increasingly been speaking out "without fear of retribution.”

Newsweek has reached out to the Russian MoD for comment.

France may be the next country to send its tanks to Ukraine, but officials worry
they could be 'a poisoned chalice’
Michael Peck (insider@insider.com) - Business Insider


https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/putin-s-stockpile-of-tanks-faces-major-hurdle-as-abrams-leopards-head-east/ar-AA16Mp6R?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=b94f3795c5da4a67b704ea2fd1c0be29%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/the-west-calls-putin-s-bluff/ar-AA16Mfm7?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=b94f3795c5da4a67b704ea2fd1c0be29%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/news/ukraine-s-american-made-m-1a2-tanks-are-fast-searching-hunter-killers/ar-AA16Mp9v?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=b94f3795c5da4a67b704ea2fd1c0be29%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.newsweek.com/wagner-group-russia-bakhmut-battle-fighting-1776360
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ex-wagner-commander-witnessed-comrades-shot-fleeing-says-his-norwegian-lawyer-2023-01-26/
https://www.newsweek.com/wagner-group-lands-crosshairs-us-sanctions-after-bakhmut-success-1776922
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-january-18-2023
mailto:(insider@insider.com)

A Leclerc tank at a training area in Sissonne, France in November 2012. FRANCOIS
NASCIMBENI/AFP via Getty Images.

Western countries have committed to provide dozens of tanks to Ukraine in recent

weeks.
France is also considering sending its Leclerc tanks to Ukraine.
Some French officials are worried that their tanks would create new logistical

problems for Kyiv.

With several Western nations already pledging tanks for Ukraine, speculation is
mounting that France may send its Leclerc main battle tanks.

But French defense officials question how useful the Leclerc would be, as Ukrainians
already face the challenge of incorporating multiple Western tanks, including the
US'’s M1 Abrams, Britain's Challenger 2, and Germany's Leopard 2.

These designs are more complex than the Soviet- and Russian-designed tanks that
Ukraine had before the war, thus requiring Ukrainian crews to learn new equipment,
tactics, and maintenance.

Those concerns appear to trump previous worries that supplying tanks to Ukraine
could inflame disputes within NATO or provoke Russian retaliation.

"There's no political objection," a French defense official told news service Agence
France-Presse this week. "We are just wondering whether the Leclerc would be a
poisoned chalice. The aim is to be useful and effective.”
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A Leclerc tank on the Champs-Elysees during the Bastille Day parade on July 14,
2018. LUDOVIC MARIN/AFP via Getty Images.

Ukraine would beg to differ. Desperate for any tanks they can get, Ukrainian troops
would gladly take the Leclerc, one of the more advanced tanks in the world.

Designed for speed and firepower, the Leclerc can use its French-designed 120 mm
smooth-bore cannon and advanced sensors to engage targets while on the move. The
latest version of the Leclerc can reach a speed of 50 mph and destroy a target as far
as 2.5 miles away, the commander of a French tank regiment told Le Monde.
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Armored vehicles from 5 countries are headed to Ukraine, but there's still some big
items left on Kyiv's heavy armor wish list

Five countries have said they'll send armored vehicles to Ukraine.

The US, Germany, France, and Sweden will provide armored fighting vehicles, and
the UK will send tanks.
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Still, some big items long requested by Kyiv have been kept out of Western military
aid packages. Western security assistance to Ukraine as it fights Russia has ramped
up in the first few weeks of the new year, with five different countries announcing that
they intend to provide Kyiv with armored combat vehicles.

On Thursday, Sweden, an aspiring NATO member, became the latest country

to announce that it will send much-sought-after military hardware, pledging to
transfer Combat Vehicle 90 infantry fighting vehicles to Ukraine as part of its largest
aid package so far.

Sweden has joined the US, Germany, and France, which have said that they will send
Bradley, Marder, and AMX-10 RC armored vehicles, respectively. And the UK has
said that it will send a squadron of Challenger 2 tanks to Ukraine, making it the first
Western country to send Western-made tanks to Kyiv.

While these much-sought-after weapons will give Ukraine a significant boost in
firepower and ground combat capability, a handful of big-ticket items on Kyiv's heavy
armor wish list continue to be kept out of military aid packages, such as the German-
made Leopard tank and the American M1 Abrams tank.

NATO countries have pressed Germany to approve sending its tanks to Ukraine, but
Berlin has been unwilling to sign off on any transfers, saying that the US would also
need to send its own tanks. However, Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki said
on Thursday that his country may eventually go rogue and send its Leopard tanks to
Kyiv without German approval.

Ukraine's push to secure tanks and fighting vehicles comes as Russia's unprovoked
invasion nears its one-year mark, with fighting heavily concentrated in the eastern
Donbas region. Heavy armor could help Kyiv make advances in what has turned into
a bloody and grinding affair.

Take a look at the five pieces of heavy armor that Western countries are sending to
Ukraine.
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AMX-10 RC

France was the first country to announce that it would send Western-made armored
vehicles to Ukraine, opening the door to additional transfers. French President
Emmanuel Macron told Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in early January
that Paris would transfer the AMX-10 RC to Kyiv.

The AMX-10 RC is a French-made armored combat and reconnaissance vehicle. It
was first designed in the early 1970s and has decades of combat experience in places

like the Middle East and Afghanistan.

Capable of traveling at up to 50 mph, the vehicle is armed with a 105 mm cannon and
armor to protect it against small arms fire and shrapnel.

Photos in Gallery©US military photo by Staff Sgt. Charles Porter


https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/putin-s-stockpile-of-tanks-faces-major-hurdle-as-abrams-leopards-head-east/ar-AA16Mp6R?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=b94f3795c5da4a67b704ea2fd1c0be29%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/the-west-calls-putin-s-bluff/ar-AA16Mfm7?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=b94f3795c5da4a67b704ea2fd1c0be29%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/news/ukraine-s-american-made-m-1a2-tanks-are-fast-searching-hunter-killers/ar-AA16Mp9v?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=b94f3795c5da4a67b704ea2fd1c0be29%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.businessinsider.com/france-is-sending-tank-killing-amx10rc-armored-vehicles-to-ukraine-2023-1

M?2 Bradley

Soon after France's announcement, the US followed suit with its own pledge to send
Western armor to Ukraine.

The White House announced it would send 50 M2A2 Bradley fighting vehicles —

capable of transporting troops, conducting reconnaissance missions, and providing
fire support.

Bradley fighters are armed with a 25 mm M242 Bushmaster chain gun and a 7.62 mm

M240C machine gun, as well as a Tube-Launched, Optically-Tracked, Wire-Guided
(TOW) missile system.

The weapon was designed by BAE Systems and has been in use since the early 1980s.
1t played a prominent role in both the Gulf and Iraq wars.

Photos in Gallery©AP Photo/Michael Sohn
Marder

The US decision to transfer Bradleys to Ukraine was presented alongside Germany,
which said it would provide Kyiv with Marder infantry fighting vehicles.

This weapon was designed in the 1960s and has seen on-the-ground experience in

Afghanistan and Kosovo. It is equipped with a 20 mm automatic cannon and anti-tank
missiles, and is defended by steel armor.

The Marder can travel up to 40 mph and can carry a crew of three and six fully-
equipped infantry soldiers, according to Forbes.
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Challenger 2

Perhaps the most significant of the heavy armor going to Ukraine is the Challenger
2 — the UK's main battle tank.

Defense chief Ben Wallace announced on Monday that the UK would send a
squadron of the tanks as part of the country's "most significant package of combat
power" for Ukraine so far.

First introduced in the 1990s, the Challenger 2 was built to replace its predecessor,
the Challenger 1, and has seen combat experience in Iraq and Eastern Europe.

A crew of four can operate the weapon, which is armed with a L30A1 120 mm rifled
gun, a chain gun, and a machine gun. On roads, it has a range of 340 miles and can
travel at speeds of up to 37 mph; off-roads, this drops to 160 miles and 25 mph,
respectively.

Photos in Gallery©US Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Yvonna Guyette


https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/putin-s-stockpile-of-tanks-faces-major-hurdle-as-abrams-leopards-head-east/ar-AA16Mp6R?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=b94f3795c5da4a67b704ea2fd1c0be29%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/the-west-calls-putin-s-bluff/ar-AA16Mfm7?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=b94f3795c5da4a67b704ea2fd1c0be29%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/news/ukraine-s-american-made-m-1a2-tanks-are-fast-searching-hunter-killers/ar-AA16Mp9v?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=b94f3795c5da4a67b704ea2fd1c0be29%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.businessinsider.com/uk-challenger-2-tanks-ukraine-conflict-2023-1
https://www.businessinsider.com/uk-challenger-2-tanks-ukraine-conflict-2023-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/defence-secretary-oral-statement-on-war-in-ukraine--2
https://defencehq.medium.com/explained-meet-the-challenger-2-tank-heading-to-ukraine-d23ec317bdd

Combat Vehicle 90

Sweden's government announced on Thursday that it would send an undisclosed
number of Combat Vehicle 90 (CV90) fighting vehicles with ammunition to Ukraine
as part of its biggest military aid package to the country.

The CV90 is an infantry fighting vehicle built by BAE systems in the early 1990s. It
has seen combat experience in Afghanistan and Liberia. Sweden is one of several
European countries that has the weapon in its arsenal.

Two users can operate the vehicle's cannon, the primary armament accompanying its
multiple grenade launchers and machine gun.

As with other French weapons through the years, the Leclerc is a little different than
its foreign counterparts.

Weighing in at around 57 tons, it is smaller and lighter than the 80-ton M1A3 Abrams,
the 64-ton Challenger 2, and the 62-ton Leopard 2. It is probably less well armored
than a late-model Abrams or Challenger 2, though it does mount Explosive Reactive
Armor charges to deflect anti-tank rounds.

Also unusual is that the Leclerc only has a three-person crew rather than the four
typical in Western tanks. (Russia tanks such as the T-72 and T-90 have a crew of
three.) The Leclerc, as well as Russian tanks, use an auto-loader to feed shells into
the cannon.

While this allows the vehicle to be smaller, the auto-loader is more vulnerable to
malfunction. It also means one less crewman to stand watch and perform
maintenance, which leads to more work for the three-person crew.

A French Leclerc tank during an exercise in Germany in November 2019. © US
Army/Pfc. Michael Ybarra
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Assessing the performance of the Leclerc is somewhat difficult given the tank's limited
combat record. It first entered French service in 1991, when it was considered the
most expensive tank in the world, which may have hampered its export prospects.

Other than France, only the United Arab Emirates purchased the Leclerc (some of
which it later donated to Jordan). The UAE operates 258 vehicles, some of which saw
combat when it intervened in Yemen's civil war. Some claim it performed better than
the M1 Abrams tanks that Saudi Arabia has used in that conflict.

Some 862 Leclercs were built before production ceased in 2008: France operates 222,
and 50 of those were recently slated for upgrade to the XLR version.

The Leclerc's lighter weight may make it more maneuverable than the other Western
tanks headed to Ukraine. On the other hand, yet another tank model means the
Ukrainian army will have to deal with yet another set of tactical and logistical
changes.

If France only sends a small number of tanks — just as Britain is only sending 14
Challenger 2s — then it would require a lot of overhead for a relatively small combat
capability.

French troops and Leclerc tanks in Mitrovica, in what is now Kosovo, in June 1999.
© Patrick AVENTURIER/Gamma-Rapho via Getty Images

Also significant is that unlike the Abrams and Leopard 2, there are only three nations
that operate the Leclerc. Should problems arise with French deliveries, Ukraine
would have difficulty finding other sources of vehicles and spare parts.

Nonetheless, the Leclerc would be a formidable — and probably superior — opponent
of Russian tanks such as the T-72 and T-90. At the least, France would be giving
Ukraine a real tank.
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The AMX-10RC, which France recently pledged to Ukraine, has been called a "light
tank." In reality, it's an armored car with a big cannon but light armor, and it isn't
designed for slugging it out with enemy tanks.

France has also sent Caesar self-propelled 155 mm howitzers, as well

as Crotale mobile anti-aircraft missiles. Ukraine may also receive the more advanced
French-Italian SAMP-T/Mamba air-defense system. But other than Rafale jet fighters,
the most powerful weapon — symbolically and militarily — that France could provide
would be Leclerc tanks.

**% Michael Peck is a defense writer whose work has appeared in Forbes, Defense
News, Foreign Policy

Putin Plotting Fresh Offensive To 'Regain Initiative' After Losses: Reports
Brendan Cole - Newsweek

Russian President Viadimir Putin is reportedly planning a new offensive in the next
month or two to combat Ukrainian gains in the war he started.

Ukrainian soldiers walk over rubble in a destroyed building after testing a drone on
January 23, 2023 in Kupiansk, Ukraine.© Spencer Platt/Getty Images

After months of losing ground, the Kremlin will look to "regain the initiative" with
offensives that could come soon as February or March, Bloomberg reported, citing
unnamed officials. This could pressure Kyiv and its allies to agree a truce in which
Moscow retains control of the territory it now occupies.

The outlet said Russia's willingness to accept casualties had convinced Putin that he
would win the war, despite recent setbacks. Ukraine has also warned of an Russian
offensive, which Bloomberg said could come before Kyiv takes delivery of the
Leopard 2 and Abrams tanks promised by the U.S. and Germany this week.
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This chimes with an assessment by the Institute for the Study of War (ISW), which said
on Friday it had previously predicted a decisive strategic action in the next six months,
most likely in the Luhansk oblast.

The Washington-based think tank said recent Russian ground attacks in Zaporizhzhia
oblast might be designed to disperse Ukrainian troops and set the ground for an
offensive in Luhansk, where Moscow is redeploying its 2nd Motorized Rifle

Division (GMRD)—part of the 1st Guards Tank Army, which has been training in
Belarus.

Former British intelligence officer Philip Ingram has said that Putin and his new
Ukraine commander, Valery Gerasimov, will want to do something before the tanks
and armored fighting vehicles coming from Western allies are deployed.

"There will be real pressure to try an offensive as soon as practical,” Ingram
told Newsweek. "Gerasimov is much more measured militarily so will set the
conditions first.

"The Ukrainians are just trying to fix the Russians in place and to do this may have to
trade some space for time—they will be using that time to get their experienced troops
out to go and be trained" on the western-supplied equipment.

The GMRD's training in Belarus has prompted questions over what role the country's
president, Alexander Lukashenko, a Putin ally, might play in the war. Minsk said on
Friday that it was continuing joint tactical flight exercises with Russia.

However, the consensus among analysts—including the ISW and the British Ministry
of Defense—is that there is no indication so far that Russian forces are forming strike
groups in Belarus to attack Ukraine from the north.

This appears to square with the opinion of Russian military bloggers, who have
dismissed the prospect of an attack against Kyiv from Belarus as an information
operation.

Newsweek has contacted the Russian defense ministry for comment.

How U.S. M1 Abrams Compare to Russia's T-72 Tanks

Ellie Cook - Newsweek

The U.S.-made M1 Abrams will soon be heading for Ukraine's front lines, hailed by
President Joe Biden as the "most capable tanks in the world."
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In this combination image, M1A42 Abrams main battle tank from the Minnesota
National Guard and inset photo of a T-72 Soviet tank© DVIDS

On January 25, Biden announced that the U.S. would deliver 31 M1 Abrams tanks to
Ukraine, which the president said was enough to equip a Ukrainian tank battalion.
Kyiv's forces need to "counter Russia's evolving tactics and strategy on the battlefield
in the very near term," Biden added.

It has not yet been confirmed when the M1 Abrams will roll out to Ukraine's front
lines, but a senior White House official said the deliveries will take "months, as
opposed to weeks."

In November, the White House had committed to financing the refurbishing of 45
Soviet-era T-72B tanks with advanced capabilities for Ukraine via the Czech Republic.
The T-72 is the most widely used main battle tank, and has been sent into action in all
major wars of the last two decades, according to the U.K.-based Tank Museum. They
are used extensively by Russian forces in Ukraine, alongside the upgraded T-90 tank.

"Purely as a weapon, the M1A2 is superior to the various T-72 models that Russia is
using in Ukraine,” military and defense expert Michael Peck told Newsweek. "Not just
in armament and armor protection, but also in sensors needed to detect the enemy
and fire that crucial first shot,” he added.

"There is no comparison between an M1 and a T-72" in any of the major metrics,
Professor Michael Clarke, of the War Studies department, King's College London,
told Newsweek.

Looking at the weight, speed, armored protection, sighting technology and accuracy,
to name just a few, the M1 Abrams outclasses the T-72 variants, Clarke added.
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There are several iterations of the M1 Abrams, which can be fitted with 105 mm or
120 mm armaments, plus .50-caliber M2 and 7.62 mm machine guns. The T-72s are
fitted with a 2446 125 mm smooth-bore and, like the U.S. Abrams, a 7.62 mm
machine gun.

Depending on the model, an Abrams can weigh between 67.6 and 73.6 tons, but the T-
72s are considerably lighter at around 45 tons. The M1 Abrams tanks have a
maximum speed of 42 to 45 mph, with a top speed of 25 to 30 mph in cross-country
terrain. The Soviet-era tank has a has a top on-road speed of 37 mph and a cross-
country maximum speed of 27 mph.

M1 Abrams run on jet fuel, which could pose problems for refueling in combat zones
in Ukraine, experts previously told Newsweek. The T-72 variants run on more easily
accessible diesel. Ukraine will need to field special fuel trucks, Peck said, as well as
contending with training and extensive maintenance.

The M1A2 is a fourth-generation tank, rather than the T-72's status as "a third-
generation tank, at best," Clarke said. The glaring drawback is this fuel economy, he
added, with the Abrams covering as little as 400 yards to the gallon over rough
terrain in battle.

1t is a "very thirsty tank and therefore needs more stuff closely following it than a T-
72," Clarke said.

Stressing the importance of electronics, Russian security expert and political scientist,
Dr. Mark Galeotti, also told Newsweek said the Abrams has superior fire control,
improving its accuracy over a longer range.

However, some areas of comparison are difficult because there are just so many
factors to consider, Peck said. The Abrams and the T-72 are "different vehicles for
different armies," he added.

"The T-72 began as a Soviet tank designed for conscripts with limited skills. The
Abrams is a more-sophisticated vehicle that requires better-trained crews and more
maintenance,” Peck said.
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The T-72 is a "classic product of Soviet-era tank philosophy,” Galeotti said, arguing
you "sacrifice a degree of survivability for a tank that is fast and hard-hitting" with
the T-72. It does, however, come with a far less hefty price tag than the M1 Abrams.
This also complicates direct comparisons of the main battle tanks.

However, "l would take an M1 against a T-72, without any question,” Galeotti said.
"But, on the other hand, if the T-72 can hit first, and is lucky enough to hit accurately,
then it's certainly in with a chance.”

'Warning sign': Iran's military reportedly sending warships to Brazil, Panama
Canal in challenge to US
Benjamin Weinthal - FOX News

The United States is tracking warlike announcements by Iran’s regime that it
deployed two military ships to Brazil that are also headed for the Panama Canal,
where Tehran declared it will establish a military presence.

ago you were living safe house to safe house, having to move

A U.S. State Department spokesperson told Fox News Digital on Tuesday, "We are
aware of these claims by Iran’s navy. We continue to monitor Iran’s attempts to have
a military presence in the Western Hemisphere."

The Iranian regime-controlled news outlet Tehran Times reported Saturday that
"Iran’s 86th flotilla warships is now sailing along the western shores of Latin
America, the Navy second-in-command said."

Fox News Digital learned on Tuesday from a Western security source that Iranian
warships have not yet docked in Brazil.

Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., told Fox News Digital in a statement that "[ran’s growing
presence in the Western Hemisphere should come as no surprise as the Biden
Administration has a history of appeasement and engaging with authoritarian
regimes.

Tehran’s ability to expand its military presence in our hemisphere should be a
warning sign, especially as it seeks to support the left-wing Marxist regimes that will
undermine peace and stability throughout the region."
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The Iranian navy vessel Makran and another ship are reportedly on their way to dock
in Rio de Janeiro. Royal Danish Air Force / AP© Royal Danish Air Force/AP

Rep. Maria Elvira Salazar, R-Fla., told Fox News Digital, "Iran has been
aggressively strengthening its ties to the Western Hemisphere through like-minded
socialist regimes in Venezuela, Nicaragua and Cuba. They are also looking for
opportunities elsewhere, and it’s no coincidence that Iranian ships are docking in
Brazil just a month after a socialist retook power in the country.”

She added, "Instead of supporting the Iran-friendly socialist and left-wing regimes in
Latin America, the Biden administration should be strengthening political forces
committed to keeping our hemisphere free of antisemitic terror.”

Iran’s regime has been classified by successive administration's as the world’s worst
state-sponsor of international terrorism.

In early January, the commander of the Islamic Republic’s navy, Rear Adm. Shahram
Irani, told the Iranian regime-controlled Fars News, "We have been present in all the
strategic straits of the world, and we have not been present in only two straits — in
one of which we will be present this year, and we are planning to be present in the
Panama Canal.”


https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/putin-s-stockpile-of-tanks-faces-major-hurdle-as-abrams-leopards-head-east/ar-AA16Mp6R?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=b94f3795c5da4a67b704ea2fd1c0be29%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/the-west-calls-putin-s-bluff/ar-AA16Mfm7?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=b94f3795c5da4a67b704ea2fd1c0be29%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/news/ukraine-s-american-made-m-1a2-tanks-are-fast-searching-hunter-killers/ar-AA16Mp9v?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=b94f3795c5da4a67b704ea2fd1c0be29%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/warning-sign-iran-s-military-reportedly-sending-warships-to-brazil-panama-canal-in-challenge-to-us/ar-AA16YLbZ?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=817488cb4148401eb50ee0405eb55e37&fullscreen=true&crc=true
https://www.foxnews.com/category/world/conflicts/iran

An Iranian navy official told regime media that Tehran plans on being "present” in
the Panama Canal, above, this year. (Reuters / Carlos Jasso / File) Reuters© Reuters

The clerical regime’s military interference in the vital Panama Canal shipping
transport passage could damage U.S. trade and rattle the global economic market. A
staggering 16 percent of the world’s shipping fleet is registered in Panama,
according to deadweight tonnage.

The Tehran Times reported that Iranian Rear Adm. Hamzeh Ali Kaviani told the U.S.-
sanctioned Iran news outlet Press TV that the flotilla of warships will dock in Rio de
Janeiro in Brazil. Kaviani added that "lran’s military might is increasing day to day
despite all the pressures against the Islamic Republic over the past 43 years."

The Iranian regime paper added that Kaviani said the navy’s 86th flotilla includes the
Dena and Makran and that Dena is a Mowj-class warship that has been part of Iran’s
navy since June 2021.

"The military vessel is reportedly equipped with anti-ship cruise missiles, torpedoes
and naval cannons," wrote the news outlet. "Makran is a forward base ship weighing
121,000 tons. The warship can carry five helicopters and is employed for providing
logistical support for the combat warships."

The same Western security source told Fox News Digital that Iran doesn't have a
growing military presence in Central America. However, the same source said noted
concern about Iran’s desire to project power into the Americas and that governments
around the region need to be engaged regarding Iran’s destabilizing international
role.

Mojtaba Babaei, a spokesperson for the Iran mission at the United Nations, told Fox
News Digital that the "[ranian navy presence in international waters is in accordance
with international laws and to gain knowledge, experience and increase capabilities,
not against any country."
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The Consul General of Panama in New York told Fox News Digital that the Fox News
query was sent to the Panamanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs for a response. The
Consul General of Panama sent Fox News Digital a link to a statement from Panama
Foreign Minister Janaina Tewaney.

"It is not true that we support terrorism,” Tewaney said in response to former Florida
Republican Gov. Jeb Bush's opinion article in the Washington Post in January.

Bush, who is an advisory board member of United Against Nuclear Iran, wrote that
Panama "has been instrumental in the [Iranian] regime’s continued survival" and
that Panama is "strengthening Iran by helping it to circumvent sanctions." Bush also
said Panama aids Iran’s in oil smuggling.

Fox News Digital sent numerous press queries to the Brazilian government regarding
Iran's plans to dock warships in their ports, but as of press time no response was
given.

The new Brazilian president, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, met with an Iranian
delegation led by the country's vice president during his inauguration ceremony last
month.

Former Russian Commander Pours Cold Water on Kremlin's Threats
Anna Skinner - Newsweek

A former Russian military leader had a critical approach to Russia's war strategy,
which he shared on social media channel Telegram Thursday morning.

A Ukrainian military member holds an assault rifle on January 27, 2023, in Bakhmut,
Ukraine. Former Russian commander Igor Girkin, inset, has been highly critical of
Russia's actions during the war.© GETTY
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Igor Girkin, also known by the alias Igor Strelkov, is an army veteran and former
intelligence officer who was an important player in Russia's annexation of Crimea in
2014. Girkin has been critical of Russia's approach since early in the war.

As Ukraine receives more weapons and equipment from its Western allies, the
Kremlin is confident in its messaging that Russian forces will continue to advance the
front lines. Girkin is not so sure.

Girkin wrote about his skepticism in a series of posts on Telegram Thursday morning,
criticizing Russia's response thus far in the war.

In his post, Girkin shared an article by Russian newspaper Kommersant, quoting
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov. In response to Ukraine potentially receiving
long-distance weapons, such as the Patriot missile defense system from the U.S.

Ukrainian soldiers began training on the systems this month. Newsweek previously
reported that the Patriots, which are a key part of the $1.85 billion military package
for Kyiv, will be the most advanced surface-to-air missiles that the U.S. has given
Ukraine.

Lavrov said the Russia Federation will push Ukraine forces back, so the weapons are
useless given the extra space between the two forces.

Russian military’s strategy is to ‘break the will of the Ukrainian people,’ says retired
lieutenant general.

However, Girkin pointed out several flaws and inconsistencies in the plan. Girkin
referred to how a Ukrainian counteroffensive attack secured control of Kherson and
Kharkiv. He said the Kremlin's plans were inconsistent with what Russian forces had
executed in the past, referring to the plan as "cognitive dissonance".

Girkin said in past operations, Russia did the opposite of pushing Ukrainian forces
back, but "brought the Armed Forces closer to the territory of the Russian
Federation”.

"After all, in a number of directions, these territories were simply left to the enemy,"
Girkin said.

Girkin went on to chide the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation and
the Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation, saying each department had
conflicting thoughts about the borders of the Russian Federation.

"Which, in general, I would not be very surprised about, knowing the personalities
and talents of the heads of both departments, as well as the level of general
coordination of the state apparatus of the Russian Federation on the part of the
presidential administration,” a translation of Girkin's post said.

In a separate post, Girkin criticized the Wagner Group—a Russian paramilitary
organization—after sharing that the group reportedly took control of two villages
near the Bakhmut region.

Girkin accused the leaders of the Russian Federation of "doing nothing", while the
Armed Forces of Ukraine are "openly and persistently preparing to inflict new strong
blows on us in the near future".
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"They are eagerly preparing to defeat us in the field battles this year," Girkin wrote.

Newsweek reached out to Russian President Viadimir Putin's office for comment.

Joe Biden Offered Viadimir Putin 20 Percent of Ukraine to End War: Report
Isabel van Brugen - Newsweek

The White House and the CIA have responded to a report that CIA Director, William
Burns, offered Russian President Viadimir Putin a fifth of Ukraine's territory to end
the ongoing war as part of a peace plan drawn up on behalf of President Joe Biden.

U. S. President Joe Biden speaks during a meeting of his Competition Council, in the
East Room of the White House in Washington, DC, on February 1, 2023.© MANDEL
NGAN/AFP/Getty Images

A CIA official told Newsweek that claims in the report from Swiss-German
newspaper Neue Ziircher Zeitung (NZZ) that Burns took a secret trip to Moscow in
January were "completely false" but didn't deny that there was a peace proposal put
forward by the director on behalf of the White House.

Last month, Burns traveled in secret to meet and brief Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky in Kyiv, The Washington Post reported.

Burns is said to have submitted the plan in mid-January to put an end to the war,
which began on February 24, 2022. The story was reported by NZZ on Thursday,
citing high-ranking German foreign politicians.

Both Kyiv and Moscow reportedly rejected the proposal.
Newsweek reached out to the foreign ministries of Ukraine and Russia for comment.

According to the newspaper, the proposal offered "around 20 percent of Ukraine's
territory"—approximately the size of Ukraine's eastern Donbas region.
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Kyiv reportedly shut down the proposal "because they are not willing to have their
territory divided" while Russian officials said they "will win the war in the long run
anyway," reported NZZ, which has been described as the Swiss newspaper of record.

Sean Davett, the deputy spokesperson at White House's National Security Council,
told Newsweek that the report from NZZ is "not accurate," and that the CIA would
say the same.

According to the news outlet the German politicians said Biden wanted to avoid a
protracted war in Ukraine, and so, offered the territory as part of the peace plan.
And when Ukraine and Russia both rejected the proposal, the Biden administration
pledged to provide Kyiv with Abrams tanks, NZZ reported.

The U.S. announced on January 25 that it would send Ukraine up to 31 M1 Abrams
tanks, after much debate and deliberation on the issue. The tanks could take months to
arrive, according to reports.

The two politicians reportedly said that U.S. officials were split on how to handle the
Ukraine war, which started nearly a year ago.

Burns and Biden's National Security Advisor, Jake Sullivan, "wanted to end the war
quickly so they could focus on China," while Secretary of State Antony Blinken and
Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin "didn't want to let Russia get away with destroying
the rule-based peace order and called for massive military support for Ukraine."

One of the politicians told NZZ that he believes it is becoming increasingly clear that
the U.S. is preparing for a long war of attrition. He raised concerns that Germany
would suffer economically, financially and militarily from such a war.

Germany has also said it would provide Ukraine with 14 of its Leopard 2A6 tanks,
and allow partner countries to re-export other tanks to assist Kyiv.

German Defense Minister Boris Pistorius said on January 26 that the promised
Leopard 2 tanks will arrive in Ukraine at the end of March or the start of April.

Dmitry Polyanskiy, Russia's first deputy permanent representative to the United
Nations, told Newsweek the report from NZZ was "interesting," but that he couldn't
"comment [on] speculation."

Putin's spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters on Monday that negotiations
between Russia and Ukraine "are now impossible since there are no conditions for
them either de facto or de jure."

Putin Ally Explodes in TV Rant on West Arming Ukraine: 'Not Enough Anger!’
Ellie Cook - Newsweek
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A well-known Russian state television propagandist has raged against Western
supplies of weapons to Ukraine, saying Moscow's enemies should be dealt with
"harshly and clearly.”

Russian President Viadimir Putin poses with TV anchor Vladimir Solovyov during an
awards ceremony at the Kremlin in Moscow in 2013. Solovyov raged against Western
supplies of military aid to Ukraine, saying Moscow needed to deal with the actions of
NATO countries "harshly and clearly."© MIKHAIL METZEL/SPUTNIK/AFP via
Getty Images

State television host Vladimir Solovyov told his audience that Russia's "enemies will
deliver everything, they'll give [Ukraine] everything, until we deal with them harshly
and clearly."

"And by 'them,' I don't mean Ukraine. By 'them,’ [ mean the West," Solovyov
continued.

"Our enemy has good equipment that the entire NATO is supplying them with," the
state television anchor said, in a clip posted online by Julia Davis, creator of the
Russian Media Monitor.

"Now the new information is coming out that they'll get the capacity to reach 150km
[93 miles]," he said, apparently referring to the range of the weapons.

On Tuesday, Reuters news agency reported the U.S. was preparing another round of
military assistance for Ukraine, thought to be worth in excess of 82 billion.

Two officials briefed on the military aid discussions told the outlet the package would
include longer-range rockets for the first time, likely to be the Ground Launched
Small Diameter Bomb (GLSDB).
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Although the government has declined to send Ukraine ATACMS missiles, with a
range of almost 300 kilometers, or 185 miles, the GLSDB has a range of 93 miles.

Turning to Lithuania's president, Gitanas Nauséda, Solovyov threatened the future of
the Balltic state that has vocally backed Kyiv. On January 11, Nauséda said Lithuania
had granted Ukraine 660 million euros ($725 million) in aid in 2022, with more to
come throughout 2023.

Nauséda said in an interview on Monday that "red lines" must be "crossed” for NATO
countries providing military aid, such as with the GLSDBs and fighter jets, according
to Ukrainian outlet Euromaidan Press.

Referencing the Lithuanian leader's comments, Solovyov said that "when Lithuania no
longer exists, he'll ask: 'Why did you come after us?""

Solovyov continued: "We have given them the right to exist. It means that we need to
take this right away. These countries couldn't handle independence, they didn't defeat
us. As a goodwill gesture, we gave them independence. For some reason, they are
now our enemies, deliberately calling for the destruction of our nation, of our culture,
of our people."

"Why do we put up with their existence?" Solovyov then asked.

In 1990, Lithuania became the first republic to declare its independence from the
disintegrating Soviet Union.

In his wide-ranging segment, Solovyov then said he did not "have enough anger,
simply not enough anger" as he pushed for the use of nuclear weapons by Moscow.
"No one is deterred if you don't use it," he said, adding: "If you draw a pistol, then
shoot."

Solovyov frequently appears on Russian state television, and has long used his air
time to condemn continuing Western support for Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky's government.

"Berlin, Paris, Madrid, London, Washington should be on fire," Solovyov said earlier
this week in a clip tweeted by Julia Davis.

Putin Issues Ominous Threats as Tension With West Mounts
Zoe Strozewski - Newsweek

Russian President Viadimir Putin gave a dark warning about his nation's potential to
respond after the U.S. and other Western nations recently announced they were
providing Ukraine with several types of tanks for use in the ongoing war.
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A U.S. Abrams tank is seen as troops from Poland, USA, France and Sweden take
part in the DEFENDER-Europe 22 military exercise, in Nowogrod, Poland on May
19, 2022. In inset, Russian President Viadimir Putin speaks during his meeting with
workers at the Obukhov State Plant as a military vehicle seen in the background on

January, 18,2023, in Saint Petersburg, Russia.© Wojtek Radwanski/AFP via Getty

Images; Contributor/Getty Images

Putin was seen delivering remarks in a clip shared on Twitter Thursday by Max
Seddon, the Moscow bureau chief for the Financial Times.

In relation to the Western tanks being sent to Ukraine, Putin said: "Those who plan to
defeat Russia on the battlefield don't understand a modern war with Russia will be
very different.”

"We have ways of responding, and it won't just be limited to armored vehicles," the
Russian leader added, according to an English translation of a portion of his
comments shared by Seddon.

Western countries, including the U.S., Germany and Poland, announced late last
month that they would deliver highly sought-after tanks to Ukraine amid calls from
the Eastern European country for additional aid in Russia's war.

U.S. President Joe Biden announced on January 25 that the U.S. will provide 31 M1
Abrams tanks, the equivalent of one Ukrainian battalion. German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz confirmed last week that Germany would provide 14 Leopard 2 tanks to
Ukraine, while Poland has also promised to send a company of Leopard 2 tanks,
which usually consists of 14.

Reactions from Russian officials to the announcements have expectedly been negative,
underscoring strained relations between Russia and the West throughout the course
of the war. The Russian ambassador to Germany, Sergey Nechaev, called Germany's
decision to send the tanks to Ukraine "extremely dangerous."
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Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters that the plans were "a clear
overestimation of the potential that this will add to the Armed Forces of Ukraine,"
according to Russian state news agency Tass.

In additional comments reported by Tass, Peskov said: "Tensions are rising
particularly due to the decisions that are made, first and foremost, in Washington and
in European capitals under Washington's pressure. It is about the supplies of
weapons, tanks and other things, and ongoing discussions that now concern aircraft.
In this regard, tensions are mounting."

It was not immediately clear what Putin was referring to in his remarks on Russia's
"ways of responding,” but he said in September 2022 that he could respond to what
he alleged was "nuclear blackmail” from the West with his country's own weapons.

"If Russia feels its territorial integrity is threatened, we will use all defense methods
at our disposal, and this is not a bluff," Putin said.

According to the Federation of American Scientists, Russia owns the largest nuclear

arsenal in the world. Experts and officials have been divided on whether Putin could
use nuclear weapons, with some saying it is unlikely and others warning the prospect
should be taken seriously.

Newsweek reached out to the Kremlin for comment.

A US weapons maker is offering Ukraine a pair of deadly combat drones for $1, 'no
strings attached,' but it's not that simple
Jake Epstein(jepstein@insider.com) - Business Insider

An MQ-9 Reaper remotely piloted drone aircraft performs aerial maneuvers over
Creech Air Force Base Thomson Reuters© Thomson Reuters.

US weapons maker General Atomics offered two lethal drones for Ukraine for just $1.
The price is symbolic, the company said, adding that it would also provide training.
But the transfer would need approval from the US government, and still cost millions
in other fees.
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A leading US weapons maker has offered to send a pair of deadly combat drones to
Ukraine for a "symbolic" price of one dollar, without any strings attached, but this
proposal is more complicated than it appears.

The Biden administration, which has so far been reluctant to send larger and more
advanced drones, would need to authorize the transfer, and even if it was approved,
the plan would still cost millions of dollars in delivery and maintenance fees.

Linden Blue, the CEO of General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, wrote in a
Wednesday statement that the company recently offered to send Ukraine two lethal
drones used for training purposes. In addition to these unmanned combat aerial
vehicles, the defense contractor said that it would also provide training for Ukrainian
operators and a ground control station — all for just $1.

General Atomics did not specify which drones it plans to provide Ukraine. It did say,
however, that since the start of Russia's large-scale invasion nearly a year ago, two
options that it has considered include the MQ-9 Reaper and MQ-1C Gray Eagle, both
of which are proven systems that have combat and surveillance capabilities, a 27-
hour endurance, and can be armed with Hellfire missiles.

The Reaper, which can gather information and execute strike missions and has an
operational ceiling of 50,000 feet, played a significant role in the US war in
Afghanistan.

The Gray Eagle, meanwhile, succeeded the Predator drone, and can fly at half that

altitude. In November, senators from both sides of the aisle wrote a letter urging the
Biden administration to outfit Ukraine with the Gray Eagle so it can attack Russian

ships in the Black Sea.

However, General Atomics acknowledged that preparing these drones for combat use
come with additional costs that are outside the company's control. This includes
shipping them to Ukraine, expanding satellite capability, setting up operations on the
ground, and fitting the drones with necessary equipment.

Ukraine would have to spend $10 million alone just preparing and shipping the
drones to Ukraine and an additional $8 million on maintenance, according to The
Wall Street Journal, which first reported on the offer. Still, General Atomics pointed
out that this is a good deal for Ukraine.

"Factoring in hardware and training that is essentially free, the offer is a remarkable
deal with no strings attached,” General Atomics said. "All that is required is approval
from the US government."

The US has so far avoided providing Ukraine with larger and more lethal drones
such as the Reaper and Gray Eagle. Instead, Washington has sent smaller weapons
like the Switchblade tactical unmanned systems, which are loitering munitions
sometimes referred to as kamikaze or suicide drones.

The Biden administration has been concerned that the provision of larger armed
unmanned systems, which are subject to certain export restrictions anyway, could
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escalate the conflict, as The Wall Street Journal reported in November, so it remains
to be seen if the US government will green light the transfer of the drones that
General Atomics has offered.

A State Department spokesperson told Insider that it was aware of reports on the
offer, but had nothing to add at this moment. They added that Ukraine is working with
limited personnel, and that the US is focusing on supporting Kyiv on its near-term
battlefield needs.

The Pentagon did not immediately respond to Insider's request for comment on the

offer.

"There are limits to what an American defense company can do to support a situation
such as this," General Atomics wrote. "From our perspective, it is long past time to
enable Ukrainian forces with the information dominance required to win this war."

Ukraine’s New Rocket-Boosted Glide-Bombs Can Turn Around And Hit Targets
On The Backs Of Hills, 90 Miles Away
David Axe (Forbes Staff) - Forbes

The United States is giving Ukraine ground-launched, GPS-guided glide bombs that
can strike targets as far as 93 miles away—and even hit them on the reverse slopes of

hills.

How a GLSDB can perform a "reverse-slope" attack. Boeing-Saab© Provided by
Forbes

The Ground-Launched Small Diameter Bomb should roughly double the range of the
Ukrainian army’s front-line rocket batteries. But not anytime soon. It might take nine
months for the U.S. Defense Department to deliver the bombs.
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Ukraine will be the GLSDB’s first user. In 2014, Virginia-based Boeing and Swedish
firm Saab formed a partnership in order to develop, test, market and produce the
GLSDB. The first trials took place a year later in Sweden.

The munition combines Boeing’s popular 250-pound Small-Diameter Bomb—with its
GPS-aided inertial guidance, pop-out wings and different warhead options—with a
350-pound booster borrowed from the old M26 rocket.

“GLSDB provides commanders and planners with a highly flexible weapon that
complements existing ballistic trajectory weapons to significantly expand current
ground artillery capability,” Boeing stated.

The 227-millimeter-diameter M26, and by extension the GLSDB, is compatible with
Lockheed Martin’s High-Mobility Artillery Rocket System. The United States has
pledged to Ukraine 38 of the wheeled rocket launchers. The United Kingdom and
Germany meanwhile have pledged a combined 13 Multiple-Launch Rocket Systems—
tracked launchers that Lockheed also manufactures, and which fire the same rockets
that HIMARS does.

An MLRS can launch 12 M26-size rockets at a time. A HIMARS can launch six.

Where a traditional rocket—even a guided one—travels along a simple ballistic arc, a
munition with a separable SDB could maneuver backward for what Boeing described
as a “reverse-slope” attack.

Simply put, a ground-launched SDB is more maneuverable than a typical rocket is.
And its glide capability extends the range of an M26 from 20 miles to 93 miles. The
M30 and M31 GPS-guided rockets Ukrainian batteries currently fire travel only
around 50 miles under the best conditions.

Some of the most valuable Russian logistical targets in occupied Ukraine are beyond
the range of the M30/31s. The GLSDBs could do what the Ukrainians’ dwindling
arsenal of 70-mile-range Tochka ballistic missiles and an equally stressed air force
currently struggle to do—strike accurately, flexibly and far away ... without risking
air-frames and crews.

That was Boeing’s rationale for developing the ground-launched SDB in the first
place. “It really fits across a broader customer set because we 're taking an existing
capability, maximizing it and creating an opportunity [for countries] that don’t have
the ability to have a robust air force,” Jim Leary, Boeing’s director of global sales
and marketing for its weapons portfolio, told reporters in 2019.

GLSDB isn’t the longest-range munition Ukraine has been eyeing. Lockheed also
builds a 24-inch-diameter rocket, the Army Tactical Missile System, that’s compatible
with HIMARS and MLRS and can range as far as 190 miles with a 3,700-pound
warhead.

Ukrainian officials have been pleading for ATACMS since the first HIMARS
launchers arrived in Ukraine early this summer, but U.S. officials have been reluctant
to pledge to the Ukrainians munitions that could strike well inside Russian territory
from launch positions inside Ukraine.
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The rocket-boosted glide-bombs in that sense are a compromise. They lack the
impressive range and enormous warhead of the ATACMS, but they still represent a
huge improvement over Ukraine’s existing deep-strike munitions.

Putin Can’t Hide This: 200,000 Dead or Wounded Soldiers in Ukraine
Stavros Atlamazoglou - 1945

Ukraine© Provided by 1945

Russian Casualties in Ukraine

The Russian forces continue to suffer extremely heavy casualties in Ukraine.

In the latest assessment of Russian casualties, U.S. and Western officials estimate that
Moscow has lost almost 200,000 troops killed or wounded in the war so far.

That number is a sharp increase from the 100,000 casualty figure that Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Mark Milley had given back in November.

Since then, the Russian forces have been trying to capture Bakhmut, and although
they have made some progress, the Ukrainian forces are in full control of the town in
the Donbas.

Overall, the Ukrainian Ministry of Defense claimed that as of Saturday, Ukrainian
forces have killed approximately 130590 Russian troops (and wounded approximately
twice to thrice that number)

Weapons and kit destroyed include: 294 fighter, attack, bomber, and transport jets,
284 attack and transport helicopters, 3218 tanks, 2220 artillery pieces, 6394 armored
personnel carriers and infantry fighting vehicles, 460 Multiple Launch Rocket
Systems (MLRS), 18 boats and cutters, 5,081 vehicles and fuel tanks, 225 anti-aircraft
batteries, 1,956 tactical unmanned aerial systems, 203 special equipment platforms,
such as bridging vehicles, and four mobile Iskander ballistic missile systems, and 796
cruise missiles shot down by the Ukrainian air defenses.

More Weapons, Yes, But More Weapons Needed
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Ukraine is receiving more weapon systems from the U.S. and NATO, but Kyiv wants
more—and rightfully so.

The Russian forces are about to launch a large-scale offensive, and the Ukrainian
military has its own major counteroffensive to think about. Ukraine needs as
many weapons as possible to end this war as soon as possible.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky continues to push for more weapons.
“Today, I spoke with the Minister of Defence of Poland in Kyiv — he, together with
other partners and the Minister of Defense of Ukraine, took part in the third meeting
of the states that are members of our tank coalition. We are doing everything to
ensure that our soldiers receive modern tanks as soon as possible,” Zelensky said in
his daily update.

“And today, the United States announced another large package of defense support
for our country. I thank President Biden, all friends of freedom in Congress, and
every American for this tangible support!” the Ukrainian leader added.

Russian Annexations
Meanwhile, the Russian military has put the illegally annexed provinces of Ukraine
under its direct control for operational purposes.

“The move highlights that the Russian military likely aspires to integrate newly
occupied territory into a long-term strategic posture,” the British Military
Intelligence assessed in its latest estimate of the war.

The Ukrainian Donetsk and Luhansk provinces are now under the control of the
Russian Southern Military District.

“However, it is unlikely to have an immediate impact on the campaign: Russia
currently deploys forces from across all of Russia’s military districts, commanded by
an ad hoc deployed headquarters,” the British Military Intelligence added.

U.S. failure to shoot down spy balloon tells China we are ‘incapable of defending
ourselves’: expert
Andrew Miller - FOX News

U.S. military officials have opted against shooting down a Chinese spy
balloon floating over Montana, and one expert told Fox News Digital China may
interpret the inaction as the U.S. being "incapable" of defending its sovereignty.

"The Chinese are saying, 'You won't defend yourselves, we can do whatever we
want,"" author and columnist Gordon Chang told Fox News Digital in response to a
Chinese surveillance balloon flying over Montana the Biden administration has
allowed to stay airborne.
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"You have no sovereignty. That's the message that the Chinese are sending. And that's
the message that (U.S. Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Mark) Milley is
reinforcing. And that's the message that Biden is sending to China."”

A senior administration official, who was not authorized to publicly discuss sensitive
information, said President Biden was briefed and asked the military to present
options on how to handle the surveillance balloon.

Presidents Joe Biden and Xi Jinping AP/Getty Images© AP/Getty Images

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and Milley advised against taking "kinetic action"
because of risks to the safety of people on the ground. Biden accepted that
recommendation.

Chang, author of "The Coming Collapse of China," told Fox News Digital the
explanation against shooting down the balloon is "silly."

"The Chinese believe, because of our failure to shoot down the balloon, that we are
incapable of defending ourselves for whatever reason, whether we want to protect the
cows on the ground or we don't want to offend the Chinese,"” Chang said.

"Milley's advice is just wrong," Chang added. "And Milley's advice is just dangerous.
Milley's advice is leading the Chinese to think that they should do whatever they want
and that the United States will not respond."


https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/putin-s-stockpile-of-tanks-faces-major-hurdle-as-abrams-leopards-head-east/ar-AA16Mp6R?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=b94f3795c5da4a67b704ea2fd1c0be29%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/the-west-calls-putin-s-bluff/ar-AA16Mfm7?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=b94f3795c5da4a67b704ea2fd1c0be29%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/news/ukraine-s-american-made-m-1a2-tanks-are-fast-searching-hunter-killers/ar-AA16Mp9v?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=b94f3795c5da4a67b704ea2fd1c0be29%26fullscreen=true%26crc=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/u-s-failure-to-shoot-down-spy-balloon-tells-china-we-are-incapable-of-defending-ourselves-expert/ar-AA1774NA?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=e102e4efae6642b489e3f60100869287&fullscreen=true&crc=true

President Biden, right, and Chinese President Xi Jinping shake hands before their
meeting on the sidelines of the G-20 summit Nov. 14, 2022, in Nusa Dua, in Bali,
Indonesia. AP Photo/Alex Brandon© AP Photo/Alex Brandon

Chang says the argument that shooting down the balloon is too dangerous is a
"meaningless"” position because "every course of action now, after decades of
misguided policy, is risky and dangerous."

"The most risky and dangerous course of action is to continue what we have been
doing by creating this risky and dangerous situation in the first place,” Chang said.
"We have created the conditions for war. That's not to say that we're the aggressor,
but it is to say that we're allowing China to become an aggressor."”

Biden has faced a multitude of calls from Republicans, including former President
Trump, to shoot down the balloon.

"If  were president, [ would shoot the balloon down immediately,” Chang said.

"I would order Blinken not to go to Beijing, but go to Taipei instead. I would start
closing China's four consulates in the U.S. I would strip the embassy staff down to
Jjust the ambassador and his family.

"I would order the closure of Chinese businesses in the U.S.. I would make it clear to
China that there are costs for violating our sovereignty and committing acts of war
against the United States of America."
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Gordon Chang spoke to Fox News Digital about the Chinese surveillance balloon
[flying over Montana Fox© Fox

The White House announced Friday that Blinken's trip to China to discuss the Russia-
Ukraine war with Chinese officials and meet with President Xi has been postponed.

"It is unacceptable that this has occurred. After consultations with our interagency
partners, as well as with Congress, we have concluded that the conditions are not
right at this moment for Secretary Blinken to travel to China," a senior official said.
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