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The Countries Accused of Helping China Set Up "Police Stations" Abroad
Didi Kirsten Tatlow - Newsweek

As the U.S. and at least a dozen other nations are scrambling to investigate reports of
China setting up "police stations" abroad, some countries have actively encouraged
the Chinese police ties, a new report from a human rights organization said.

Chinese police patrol with Italian counterparts in Venice, Italy, in 2018.© Photo by
Awakening/Getty Images

The report from Safeguard Defenders said it had identified more than 100 centers run
by Chinese police around the world, echoing some details in

a recent Newsweek investigation into the spread of a network in the U.S. and
elsewhere that could be used by Xi Jinping's China for surveillance and harassment
of its opponents - and could gain new importance as China seeks to quell rare
protests over its "Zero COVID" policy.

China's foreign ministry has said that it is wrong to call the locations "police
stations" and that they are merely providing administrative services such as
documentation renewal for overseas Chinese.

Safeguard Defenders said in its new report, "Patrol and Persuade" that Chinese
police service centers had been established in over 50 countries. The "police stations"
are normally housed in a sprawling network of overseas Chinese associations around
the world.

Set up by local branches of China's Public Security Bureau, including at the lowest
administrative levels of government such as "neighborhood committees," the true
number likely outstrips Safeguard Defenders' tally - and the number reported is
expected to rise as more are discovered.
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Newsweek has identified additional locations in the U.S. that house liaison points for
both Chinese police and law courts.

FBI Director Christopher Wray has said he is "very concerned” by reports of secret
police stations in the U.S., but the Safeguard Defenders research, following on from a
report in September called "110 Overseas - Chinese Transnational Policing Gone
Wild", said some countries had encouraged the Chinese police.

Madrid-based Safeguard Defenders highlighted police centers it said had been set up
overseas by Chinese local jurisdictions that included the cities of Nantong, Wenzhou
and Fuzhou as well as Qingtian County.

The group said it had found "extensive and early police presence in Italy in different
forms including patrols by uniformed Chinese police in some locations and the
establishment of 'police stations' - apparently with the support of the Italian
authorities in Naples, Milan and elsewhere."”

Newsweek contacted Chinese and Italian foreign ministries for comment.

Safeguard Defenders draws heavily on Chinese official sources themselves and said
the Nantong Public Security Bureau had announced it had agreements of different
kinds with police in Romania, South Africa, Zambia, Angola and Cambodia, including
sending overseas security patrol teams to "carry out field research and security
guidance."

""Persuasion to return'’

The NGO said some police centers had been directly involved in "persuading" people
whom they accuse of crimes, in order to get them to go back to China and face justice.
"New information shows at least one illegal "persuasion to return" operation run
through the Wenzhou station in Paris, France, and at least 80 cases where the
Nantong overseas police system assisted in the capture and/or persuasion to return
operation," Safeguard Defenders said, referring to a Chinese phrase to describe
sometimes vigilante-style operations overseas which have led to thousands of Chinese
being returned home to face an uncertain future.

The return operations were in addition to similar activities the group said it had
already exposed by the People's Republic of China in Spain and Serbia.

"This contradicts PRC authorities' statements that the stations are merely providing
administrative services," Safeguard Defenders said.

Most of the newly documented stations had been set up starting in 2016 by Nantong
and Wenzhou, Safeguard Defenders said, referring to Nantong in Jiangsu province
and Wenzhou in Zhejiang province. Both provinces border on Shanghai in eastern
China.

The fact that they had been set up in 2016 refuted Chinese statements that liaison
centers had been set up during the COVID pandemic to help citizens abroad, the
group said.

China has rejected any allegations of illegal activity by its law enforcement overseas.
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In November, its Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Zhao Lijian said that according to
the ministry's understanding they were not "police stations" or "police service
centers."

"They assist overseas Chinese nationals who need help in accessing the online service
platform to get their driving licenses renewed and receive physical check-ups for that
purpose," Zhao said.

"The venues are provided by local overseas Chinese communities who would like to
be helpful, and the people who work on those sites are all volunteers who come from
these communities. They are not police personnel from China. There is no need to
make people nervous about this," he said in a November 2 briefing in Beijing.

Others see it differently and say the Chinese police activity directly violates legal
agreements that underpin the post-1945 world order as it is enshrined in the United
Nations.

"The People's Republic of China appears to think that it can use its law enforcement
and judiciary extra-territoriality, outside of bilateral agreements and the rule based
international order to watch over their own citizens or citizens of other countries,”
said Nathalie Vogel, an analyst of hostile influence operations at the European
Values Center in Prague, Czech Republic.

"These measures are violating the sovereignty and interfere with the domestic policies

of third countries. It is a paradox for a country that frequently champions the
principle of 'non-interference’ at the U.N.," Vogel said.

Putin’s Biggest Fear: Russia Runs Out of Ammo to Fight Ukraine?
Brent M. Eastwood - 1945

Ukraine Chernihiv© Provided by 1945

A recent defense conference took on special significance regarding the war in
Ukraine as speakers and attendees pondered the high rate of ammunition burn that


https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/the-countries-accused-of-helping-china-set-up-police-stations-abroad/ar-AA14VcfB?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=a407186b17f8446ca8eeec312bd2a98f%26fullscreen=true
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/xwfw_665399/s2510_665401/202211/t20221102_10797433.html
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/united-nations
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/united-nations
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/putin-s-biggest-fear-russia-runs-out-of-ammo-to-fight-ukraine/ar-AA14W2sH?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=a407186b17f8446ca8eeec312bd2a98f&fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/putin-s-biggest-fear-russia-runs-out-of-ammo-to-fight-ukraine/ar-AA14W2sH?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=a407186b17f8446ca8eeec312bd2a98f%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russia-military-losses-could-be-double-u-s-in-vietnam-in-tenth-of-time/ar-AA14VdOO?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=a407186b17f8446ca8eeec312bd2a98f%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/moscow-says-ukrainian-drones-hit-third-russian-airfield-in-two-days/ar-AA14XGt2?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=b2047e4d747c429faf1eca02d50400e6%26fullscreen=true

Russia is enduring. Vladimir Putin’s forces may be running out of ammo at a high
speed as the war reaches its winter phase. While Russia’s military continues
to struggle, allies are considering ways to keep the pressure on Putin.

Security Conclave Highlights Russia Supply Problems

The event happened between December 2nd and 3rd during the Reagan National
Defense Forum at the former president’s library in Simi Valley, California. An
intelligence official explained that Russian ammunition stocks are going down “quite
quickly.” Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines said that Russia’s
homegrown defense industry is not able to keep up and must rely on other countries to
make up for supply shortages.

Guided Missiles Are Running Out Fast

Precision-guided missiles that require Western microchips are being depleted the
fastest. While Russia can receive howitzer shells from its rogue allies such as Iran
and North Korea, advanced ballistic missiles would be more difficult to come by from
North Korea but are more likely to be sent by Iran.

There have been reports that Iran is already supplying ballistic missiles to Russia, but
will those imports be enough? Plus, Haines does not believe the North Koreans are
supplying cannon rounds to Russia in adequate numbers.

Daily Launches Deplete Missiles

Russia continues to launch missiles at Ukraine by targeting civilian infrastructure

to destroy electrical power grids and water facilities. Former adviser to the Republic
of Georgia’s National Security Council Giorgi Revishvili tweeted that Russia had
launched 80 missiles on December 5 including Oniks and Kalibr models at Ukraine.

Desperate Measures to Fire More Guided Munitions

Russia may be getting so desperate that they are removing nuclear warheads from
missiles and firing those at Ukrainian targets. This shows Russia is gathering
anything it can to launch at the enemy. Russia has started re-purposing surface-to-air
missile systems such as S-300 and S-400 air defense batteries to fire at ground targets.

You Won’t Believe How Many Rounds Are Fired in Ukraine

Russia fires off an estimated 20,000 howitzer shells a day — a rate not seen since the
Korean War. These are difficult for its defense industry to replace. Ukraine is also
blowing up Russian ammunition dumps at the front using its own artillery and rocket
launches. The war’s outcome could come down to which side has the best supplies of
ammunition.

Logistical Errors Hamper Ammo Supplies

Lack of logistical prowess has dogged the Russian side throughout the war. It was
believed that Russia had the edge before the invasion when it came to producing war
supplies, but the invaders have not been able to consistently deliver ammunition to
frontline troops at a rate that would dominate Ukraine.

Shortages Happened In Other Wars

This is not a new problem. Russia faced shortages of 122mm and 152mm

shells during the second war in Chechnya plus the short war against Georgia in 2008
and action in Syria. Moscow had always figured that its vast stocks of ammunition
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from the Soviet era would give it reserve amounts in follow-on wars. But the Russian
military found out that artillery shells have a less-than-optimum shelf life and become
ineffective with age.

Pavel Luzin of the investigative web magazine The Insider wrote that at the current
rate of firing, Moscow will have a shortage in howitzer rounds by the end of 2022 that
could negatively affect military operations.

Howitzer Tubes Are Wearing Out

Russia, through its non-stop artillery fire, may also be wearing down its

guns. Howitzer barrels often have to be replaced and it is not clear if Moscow has the
means to send these to soldiers.

What About the Factories?

Russia will have to lean on its homegrown military industry to supply it with shells
and rockets. It is not clear if ammunition plants have the ability to scale up and hire
more workers, plus Russia is not known for high productivity among its
manufacturing employees.

Russia has few allies and depending on North Korea for re-supply may not be a
winning formula. The war could come down to which side has enough ammunition to
carry the fight into 2023 as the conflict comes closer to the one-year mark.

*#% Expert Biography: Serving as 1945°s Defense and National Security Editor,
Dr. Brent M. Eastwood is the author of Humans, Machines, and Data: Future Trends
in Warfare. He is an Emerging Threats expert and former U.S. Army Infantry officer.

You can follow him on Twitter @BMEastwood. He holds a PhD in Political Science
and Foreign Policy/ International Relations.

Russia Military Losses Could Be Double U.S. In Vietnam in Tenth of Time
Jess Thomson - Newsweek

Tens of thousands of Russian soldiers are now believed to have been killed in its war
with Ukraine—a figure that is expected to impact the nation for decades to come.
While exact figures are unconfirmed, it is thought Russia's military losses are double
the number of U.S. servicemen who died in Vietnam in one tenth of the time.

In November, Army General Mark Milley, the U.S. Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, said about 100,000 of Russia's soldiers had been killed or wounded.

On December 4, Ukraine's Ministry of Defense said total Russian deaths had reached
91,500. On the same day, Washington DC-based think tank the Institute for the Study
of War said Russia was losing around 100 soldiers per day in the battle for Bakhmut.

Serhii Cherevatyi, a spokesperson for the Ukrainian Eastern Group of Forces, said
that around 50 soldiers are being lost to injury each day, with another 50 being killed
daily.

Newsweek could not independently verify these figures.
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"In terms of the number of deaths from a Russian perspective, one comparison is the
effect the Vietnam War had on the United States," Ronald Fricker, a professor of
statistics at Virginia Tech, told Newsweek.

"In that conflict, slightly more than 58,000 U.S. service members died, most occurring
over the time-span of about a decade. For those of us old enough to remember it, that
war caused substantial societal impacts.

"Of course, Russia in 2022 is not at all like the United States in the late '60s and early
'70s, but it is also clear from news reports that this war is not popular with key
segments of the Russian population. Combine that with a casualty rate roughly double
Vietnam's that has occurred over about one tenth of the time, and I am of the opinion
that we have yet to see the war's full impacts played out in Russian society."”

The current conflict between Ukraine and Russia began on February 24, 2022, when
Russian airstrikes hit across the country. In the months since, various Ukrainian cities
and regions have been claimed by Russian forces, who have faced a large amount of
military resistance. Russia has begun to conscript soldiers, forcing men to fight
unwillingly.

Hundreds of Russian men have reportedly been detained for defying orders from
their military commanders, with several being trapped in basements for several days
and forced to dig trenches as punishment.

Ilya Kononov, a contract soldier from the city of Pskov in western Russia, was
charged with "unauthorized abandonment of the unit" after he left without
permission for more than 10 days. He was sentenced in July to restriction in military
service for one year, with a 10 percent deduction from his monetary allowance.

Russia's official death toll puts fatalities at just under 6,000. The UN has said it does
not consider figures released by those involved in the conflict—Russia and Ukraine—
to be reliable.

But what is the true scale of these numbers, and what does it mean for Russia?
People find comprehending large numbers difficult. The bigger the number, the more
difficult we find it to truly wrap our heads around the scale.

One 2013 study found that when asked to place numbers relative to each other on a
number line, participants placed one million halfway between 1,000 and one billion.
In reality, one million equals 0.001 billion. Where one million seconds is about 11
days, one billion seconds is about 30 years. Therefore, it is difficult for us to truly
understand massive numbers and to picture the scale of hundreds of thousands of
human deaths.

In order to better understand the scale of 100,000 deaths and injuries, we need a
point of reference that we can compare to.

"One hundred thousand people is the same number [that] attended the 2022 Super
Bowl—that figure was officially 103k, but visually it is pretty much the same,"
Professor Robert Dover, a criminologist and sociologist at the University of Hull in
the UK., told Newsweek.
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One other way to visualize it is in comparison to other causes of death. Russia's
population is roughly 143.4 million people, making these 100,000 possible deaths
around one in every 1,430 people, or roughly 70 people per 100,000. That is
equivalent to the rate of death from all respiratory illnesses across the country.

In the decade of conflict in Afghanistan between 1979-89, around 15,000 Soviet
soldiers were estimated to have died.

"This death toll alone, surprisingly, would not have an enormous effect on the
population of Russia or Ukraine, unless it was concentrated on a certain age group,
e.g. in WWI most of the deaths were young men and this was visible in the population
age structure for generations to come,” Melanie Channon, a demographer and social
statistician at the University of Bath in the U.K., told Newsweek.

Stock image of a Ukrainian soldier watching a self-propelled 220 mm multiple rocket
launcher "Bureviy" firing towards Russian positions on the front line, eastern
Ukraine on November 29, 2022, amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine. © ANATOLII
STEPANOV/AFP via Getty Images

At the start of the conflict, only Russian men aged 18-40 were allowed to serve in the
war, although this was scrapped, with men over 40 being conscripted as of late May
2022. The absolute impact of these 100,000 deaths and injuries will also be much
wider than only the people who have lost their lives.

"Each of them will have circa 10 people in their immediate circles,” Dover said.

"Thus the numbers directly impacted might be two million. And two million is
sufficient to impact upon the mental health, societal level anxiety of entire towns,
cities and regions on both sides.

The knock-on impact of anxiety, grief and other comorbidities will be felt over the
next 10 to 15 years, as will the additional health and social costs of dislocated
families.”
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The additional migration out of both Ukraine and Russia will have long-lasting
effects on their societies too. Some 7.6 million Ukrainians have fled their country in
the wake of the war, according to UN data, while up to 1.6 million having been
forcibly deported from their homes after Russian forces took control in their areas.

Plus hundreds of thousands of Russians are leaving their country, both in protest and
to avoid being conscripted to fight. Many have fled to Kazakhstan, Serbia, Turkey,
Georgia, and Finland. T

his loss of person-power can negatively impact population health by compromising
the health service in Russia, which can quickly cause a large number of deaths in
soldiers in need, as well as regular citizens.

"However large the real figure of dead and wounded in Russia [may be] from the
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine, tens of thousands of families are suffering and
grieving,” Ronald Suny, a professor of history and political science at the University
of Michigan, told Newsweek.

"The fallout from the losses has weakened Putin's support in the public, but there is
no organized or effective opposition. The losses and the disaffection are known to the
government. It had hoped for a short, victorious war, instead, it got a war of attrition
in which Russians are not doing well."

If Russia's casualties continue to mount, public opinion may change, however.
"Russia will lose because if their casualty rate continues as it has, pressure will build
in the Russian population to leave Ukraine," Fricker said.

"Indeed, we've already seen that Russia could not sustain a military draft because
many parts of the population did not support the war. That will only get worse as
casualties continue to mount, and even more so if those casualties are incurred while
the Russian military continues to lose ground.”

Moscow Says Ukrainian Drones Hit Third Russian Airfield in Two Days
Yaroslav Trofimov - The wall Street Journal

KY1V, Ukraine—Russia said drones struck an airfield in the city of Kursk on Tuesday,
igniting a fuel-storage facility, in what Moscow said was the third long-range attack
by Ukrainian forces on its air bases in two days.


https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/the-countries-accused-of-helping-china-set-up-police-stations-abroad/ar-AA14VcfB?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=a407186b17f8446ca8eeec312bd2a98f%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/putin-s-biggest-fear-russia-runs-out-of-ammo-to-fight-ukraine/ar-AA14W2sH?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=a407186b17f8446ca8eeec312bd2a98f%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russia-military-losses-could-be-double-u-s-in-vietnam-in-tenth-of-time/ar-AA14VdOO?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=a407186b17f8446ca8eeec312bd2a98f%26fullscreen=true
https://www.newsweek.com/survivors-tell-russia-genocidal-deportation-ukrainians-mariupol-evacuation-1756312
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/where-have-russians-been-fleeing-since-mobilisation-began-2022-10-06/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/moscow-says-ukrainian-drones-hit-third-russian-airfield-in-two-days/ar-AA14XGt2?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=b2047e4d747c429faf1eca02d50400e6%26fullscreen=true

Moscow Says Ukrainian Drones Hit Third Russian Airfield in Two
Days© /Associated Press

The attack on the Kursk airport, which was closed to civil aviation after Russia
invaded Ukraine in February, followed Monday s strikes on Russian strategic-bomber
bases in Engels and Diagilevo. Both bases are hundreds of miles from Ukrainian-
controlled territory. Kursk is around 65 miles from the Ukrainian border.

The Ukrainian government usually refrains from claiming strikes on Russian territory
and hasn’t commented on this week’s strikes. On Monday, Ukrainian officials hinted
that their weapons were capable of reaching that far. Russia’s Ministry of Defense
said Monday'’s attack killed three service members and damaged two aircrafft.

Russian President Viadimir Putin on Tuesday gathered his national-security council
for a meeting on how to guarantee “internal security,” according to state media.

While Ukraine lacks the kind of long-range cruise and ballistic missiles Moscow has
rained on Ukrainian cities for the past nine months, Western officials say that Kyiv
has partially offset that asymmetry with attacks on strategic targets deep in Russian
territory. Those include the October strike against the bridge linking Russia to
Crimea and the August destruction of several military aircraft at the Saki air base.

Related video: 'Unheard of': Ret. US Army Major reacts to drone strike in Russian
airfield


https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/the-countries-accused-of-helping-china-set-up-police-stations-abroad/ar-AA14VcfB?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=a407186b17f8446ca8eeec312bd2a98f%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/putin-s-biggest-fear-russia-runs-out-of-ammo-to-fight-ukraine/ar-AA14W2sH?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=a407186b17f8446ca8eeec312bd2a98f%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russia-military-losses-could-be-double-u-s-in-vietnam-in-tenth-of-time/ar-AA14VdOO?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=a407186b17f8446ca8eeec312bd2a98f%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/moscow-says-ukrainian-drones-hit-third-russian-airfield-in-two-days/ar-AA14XGt2?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=b2047e4d747c429faf1eca02d50400e6&fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/moscow-says-ukrainian-drones-hit-third-russian-airfield-in-two-days/ar-AA14XGt2?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=b2047e4d747c429faf1eca02d50400e6%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/video/news/video-shows-alleged-ukrainian-drone-strikes-on-russian-airfields/vi-AA14XRsL?ocid=msedgntp

It couldn’t be established what weapons were used in these raids. Russia said
Monday’s attacks on Engels and Diagilevo were carried out with Soviet-designed jet
drones, without providing more details.

Tu-141 Strizh reconnaissance drones, designed in the 1970s and originally
manufactured in Ukraine, have a range of hundreds of miles. If outfitted with a
modern warhead and navigation system, they essentially function like a cruise missile,
military analysts say.

In Kursk, firefighters were trying to extinguish the blaze at the airfield on Tuesday
morning, and classes were canceled for the day at two schools in the area, according
to the region’s governor, Roman Starovoyt. There were no casualties from Tuesday’s
strike, he said. Footage posted on local news sites showed predawn explosions and a
plume of smoke rising into the sky after daybreak.

Russian news channels and military analysts also said Russian air defenses Tuesday
repelled another Ukrainian drone attack on the Belbek military air base in occupied
Crimea. There was no independent evidence of that incident.
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Russia has relied heavily on its strategic aviation to lob cruise missiles at Ukrainian
cities, targeting the country’s electricity infrastructure in an attempt to create a
humanitarian crisis and force Kyiv into peace talks that would leave Moscow in
control of occupied Ukrainian territory, analysts say.

Monday'’s strikes in Engels and Diagilevo came just hours before the latest such
barrage of over 70 cruise missiles launched by Russia’s strategic bombers and from
Black Sea Fleet vessels.

Ukraine said that it intercepted more than 60 of those missiles, which killed four
people, and that the impact on its electricity supply was limited compared with the
multi-day blackout caused by the barrage on Nov. 23.

Only the area around Odessa in the south experienced an overnight power outage,
with officials saying Tuesday morning that heating services were resuming. Ukrainian
officials warned Tuesday that Russia might launch a second-day salvo on targets it
missed the previous day, a pattern that Moscow has sometimes followed in the past.

Russia’s Soviet-vintage strategic bombers are part of its nuclear triad, alongside
ground and sea-launched missiles. Since neither the air-frames nor the engines are
manufactured anymore, the loss of any such aircraft is a non-replenishable blow to
Russia’s military capacity.

Photographs posted by Russian news channels from Diagilevo showed a Tu-22
bomber, with what appeared to be a Kh-22 missile already attached, sustaining
severe damage during a strike while refueling.

Britain’s Ministry of Defense said Tuesday that the attacks on Engels—the main
operating base of long-range aviation in western Russia—and on Diagilevo would be
considered by Moscow as “some of the most significant failures of force protection
since its invasion of Ukraine.” The Russian chain of command would probably
severely punish officers deemed responsible for the incidents, it added.

First delivery of S. Korean heavy weapons comes to Poland
The Associated Press (AP)

GDYNIA, Poland (AP) — Polish President Andrzej Duda and the country's defense
minister on Tuesday took delivery of a first shipment of tanks and howitzers from
South Korea, hailing the swift implementation of a deal signed in the summer in the
face of the war in neighboring Ukraine.
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South Korea delegation walks next to the Thunder K9 howitzers in the Polish Navy
port of Gdynia, Poland, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022. Poland's President Andrzej Duda and
the defense minister on Tuesday welcomed the first delivery of tanks and howitzers
from South Korea, hailing the swift implementation of a deal signed in the summer in
the face of the war in neighbouring Ukraine. (AP Photo/Michal Dyjuk)© Provided by
The Associated Press

Poland's president Andrzej Duda attends a press conference in the Polish Navy port

of Gdynia, Poland, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022. Poland's President Andrzej Duda and the

defense minister on Tuesday welcomed the first delivery of tanks and howitzers from

South Korea, hailing the swift implementation of a deal signed in the summer in the
face of the war in neighbouring Ukraine.

Duda and Mariusz Blaszczak were in the Polish Navy port of Gdynia, on the Baltic
coast, to mark the arrival by sea of the first 10 Black Panther K2 tanks, along with 24
Thunder K9 howitzers, from a $5.8 billion deal with Seoul.
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South Korea's Defense Acquisition Program Administration Minister Eom Dong-
hwan, left, and Polish President Andrzej Duda, right, inspects the South Korean Black
Panther K2 tank in the Polish Navy port of Gdynia, Poland, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022.

Poland's President Andrzej Duda and the defense minister on Tuesday welcomed the
first delivery of tanks and howitzers from South Korea, hailing the swift
implementation of a deal signed in the summer in the face of the war in neighbouring
Ukraine.

They stressed that South Korea responded quickly to the need by Poland, a European
Union nation, to urgently increase its deterrence and defense potential as Russia is
fighting a war in Ukraine, just across Poland's eastern border.

“The quick pace of this delivery is of crucial importance in the face of Russian
aggression and the war in Ukraine,” Duda said.

“This is the future, this is the real strengthening of Poland's security,” Duda said,
standing before the tanks and the howitzers.

“In order to stop aggression, to stop the enemy, it is necessary for the army to have
this modern equipment,” he added.
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Poland's president Andrzej Duda attends a press conference in the Polish Navy port
of Gdynia, Poland, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022.

Poland's President Andrzej Duda and the defense minister on Tuesday welcomed the
first delivery of tanks and howitzers from South Korea, hailing the swift
implementation of a deal signed in the summer in the face of the war in neighbouring
Ukraine. Korean government and defense industry officials were also present at the
ceremony in cold, wet weather.

South Korea’s Minister of the Armaments Agency, Eom Dong-hwan, said the arrival
of the Korean equipment has ‘“‘great significance for the history of Korean-Polish
relations.”

Eom said the “world is watching with attention” the two countries' rapidly
developing defense cooperation, and expressed hope the tanks and howitzers will play
a significant role in Poland's defense at a time of “rapid changes in the security
situation."
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South Korea's Defense Acquisition Program Administration Minister Eom Dong-
hwan attends a press conference in the Polish Navy port of Gdynia, Poland, Tuesday,
Dec. 6, 2022.

Poland's President Andrzej Duda and the defense minister on Tuesday welcomed the
first delivery of tanks and howitzers from South Korea, hailing the swift
implementation of a deal signed in the summer in the face of the war in neighbouring
Ukraine. Blaszczak stressed that the armaments are among the wold's most advanced
technologies.

“We want peace so we are preparing for war,” Blaszczak said, invoking an ancient
Latin saying. More deliveries are planned through 2025.

Poland is purchasing hundreds of K2 Black Panther tanks made by Hyundai Rotem
and of K9 Thunder howitzers made by Hanhwa Defense. The deal includes training,
logistics, necessary related equipment and ammunition.

A harbour worker pushes a barrier next to the South Korean Black Panther K2 tank
in the Polish Navy port of Gdynia, Poland, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022.

Poland's President Andrzej Duda and the defense minister on Tuesday welcomed the
first delivery of tanks and howitzers from South Korea, hailing the swift
implementation of a deal signed in the summer in the face of the war in neighbouring
Ukraine.

The conservative government in Warsaw is also buying Korean-made multiple missile
launchers, K239 Chunmoo, and FA-50 fighter jets, a light training and combat
aircraft made jointly by Korea Aerospace and Lockheed Martin, for some 33 billion.

Poland is also seeking a technology transfer so it can launch production domestically.
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A worker inspects South Korean Thunder K9 howitzers in the Polish Navy port of
Gdynia, Poland, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022.

Poland's President Andrzej Duda and the defense minister on Tuesday welcomed the
first delivery of tanks and howitzers from South Korea, hailing the swift
implementation of a deal signed in the summer in the face of the war in neighbouring
Ukraine.

A worker transports South Korean Thunder K9 howitzer in the Polish Navy port of
Gdynia, Poland, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022.

Poland's President Andrzej Duda and the defense minister on Tuesday welcomed the
first delivery of tanks and howitzers from South Korea, hailing the swift
implementation of a deal signed in the summer in the face of the war in neighbouring
Ukraine.
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Workers uncover South Korean Thunder K9 howitzer in the Polish Navy port of
Gdynia, Poland, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022.

A worker stands next to South Korean Black Panther K2 tanks in in the Polish Navy
port of Gdynia, Poland, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022.
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A worker uncovers South Korean Thunder K9 howitzer in the Polish Navy port of
Gdynia, Poland, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022.

A worker puts a Polish flag on the South Korean Black Panther K2 tank in the Polish
Navy port of Gdynia, Poland, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022.
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Poland'’s president Andrzej Duda, left, and Polish Minister of Defense Mariusz
Blaszczak, right, shake hands during a press conference in the Polish Navy port of
Gdynia, Poland, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022.

Japan’s Rising Defense Budget Is Now Nearly on Par With Russia
Isabel Reynolds - Bloomberg

(Bloomberg) -- Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has ordered a sharp defense
spending hike that could see his long-pacifist country’s defense budget balloon to
near the levels spent by Russia

Fumio Kishida, Japan's prime minister, speaks during a budget committee session at
the upper house of parliament in Tokyo, Japan, on Thursday, Dec. 1, 2022. The
second supplementary budget for the year is set to fund measures to ease the impact
of inflation on people and companies.© Bloomberg
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Kishida instructed ministers to put together a budget of about 43 trillion yen (3315
billion) for the five-year period starting in April, Defense Minister Yasukazu Hamada
said Monday. That’s up 57% on the 27 trillion yen initially budgeted for the current
five-year period.

The change of direction for Japan, which has retained a US-drafted pacifist
constitution since its defeat in World War 11, comes after the country was shocked by
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. China’s threats toward Taiwan and North Korea’s
atomic ambitions have also lent support for Tokyo to embark on one of its largest
military buildups in decades.

A poll conducted by the Yomiuri newspaper over the weekend found 51% of
respondents approved of a hike to more than 40 trillion yen, while 42% disapproved.

The money is set to be used for items such as stockpiling missiles that are capable of
striking military assets in neighbors Russia, China and North Korea. Another goal
over the next 10 years would be to triple the number of military units equipped with
ballistic missile interceptors in a southwestern island chain that stretches toward
Taiwan, Kyodo News reported Monday, citing a draft of a government document.

“Japan urgently needs to strengthen its military capabilities” says PM Fumio Kishida

The news met with criticism from China. “Japan has been sensationalizing regional
tensions in an attempt to seek a military breakthrough,” Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Mao Ning said at a regular news briefing in Beijing on Tuesday.

“This is highly dangerous. It cannot but put Asian neighbors and the international
community on high alert about Japan’s commitment to an exclusively defensive policy
and to peaceful development,” she said.

Kishida’s increase could mean Japan leapfrogs countries like Saudi Arabia and
France to become the world’s fifth-largest defense spender and reaches annual
spending about level with Russia, based on 2021 figures provided by the Stockholm
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International Peace Research Institute. The slump in the yen against the dollar in
recent months will mean the cash may not go as far as in the past.

Ministries and ruling Liberal Democratic Party politicians have wrangled over the
extent of the increase, which will place another strain on the finances of the deeply
indebted and aging nation.

The premier called for a concrete plan by the end of the year to fund the increase,
including spending reforms and use of non-tax revenues as well as taxes, Hamada
said. Finance Minister Shunichi Suzuki told reporters Tuesday that adjustments would
be needed to secure the necessary funds for the five-year period.

The government is set to reveal how it plans to use the funds in revised national
security documents and an annual budget to be unveiled later this month.

Kishida has also ordered ministers to aim to raise total defense-related spending to
2% of gross domestic product over the same five-year period. While Japan isn’t a
member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, that would meet the target set for
members.

The figure is likely to be made up of defense ministry spending and other items such
as research and coastguard funding, which have previously been counted separately.

**% With assistance from Lucille Liu.
(Updates with comment from China in sixth and seventh paragraphs.)

Russia fears ‘Moscow is under attack' as Ukraine strikes Putin's airfields
Tom Watling - Daily Express

Ukrainian forces have used drones to strike two air bases hundreds of miles into
Russian territory, the Russian Ministry of Defence has admitted, prompting military
commentators to admit that Zelensky's forces could have managed to cross over the
border.

On Monday, Engels-2 airbase and the Dyagilevo Air Base, both in
western Russia and housing strategic bomber fleets used by Putin to bomb Ukrainian
cities, were struck by what the MoD claimed were "Soviet-made drones".

Huge plumes of smoke poured from a damaged Russian fuel truck in Dyagilevo,
located in the Kursk region, and Russian military bloggers reported that at least two
Tu-95MS missile carriers had been destroyed in the Engels-2 airbase.

Ukrainian forces used Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) to strike the Engels-2
airbase in Saratov Oblast, which is roughly 315 miles from Ukrainian territory, and
the Dyagilevo Air Base in Ryazan Oblast, which is 285 miles from Ukrainian territory.

Ukraine has not claimed responsibility for the attacks but Russian officials accused
their opponents of "attempting to strike".
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Ukrainian Presidential Advisor Mikhail Podolyak tweeted that the Kremlin should
have known that "if something is launched into other countries’ airspace, sooner or
later unknown flying objects will return to departure point".

The Russian Ministry of Defence claimed that the drones had all been intercepted but
debris from the collisions had fallen on the airfields and caused explosions. Three
Russian soldiers had been killed by the strikes while four others had been injured,
they added.

Russian fuel tanker on fire© GETTY

Two Russian Tu-95MS bombers© GETTY

According to Roman Starovoyt, Governor of the Kursk Oblast, the drone attack in his
region set fire to an oil storage tank. He said: "There were no casualties. The fire is
localized. All emergency services working at the site.”

In a video posted on social media in the early hours of Tuesday morning, plumes of
black smoke could be seen rising above the airbase in the Kursk region.
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The two attacks have caused panic among Russian military bloggers, with one of the
most read outlets on Telegram claiming Ukrainian forces had crossed into Russian
territory and "had already reached the banks of Volga", which is a river that flows
the horizontal length of Russia near Moscow.

News source and military blogger Readovka wrote: "With a high degree of
probability, the drone worked from our territory, which means that enemy DRGs have
already reached the banks of the Volga.

Ukrainian Presidential Advisor Mikhail Podolyak© TELEGRAM

"If the drone came from Ukraine, then our enemy already has technology with a
range of 1000 km, which means that Moscow is under attack.

"There is only one conclusion: counter-terrorism measures on the territory of the
Russian Federation should be strengthened to the maximum, retaliation strikes should
be continued tenfold.”

The post had been viewed more than 375,000 times at the time of writing this article.
Meanwhile, Russia launched further strikes on Monday night on the Zaporizhia
region, where a nuclear power plant is located.

Oleksandr Starukh, the head of Zaporizhiya's regional military administration, posted
photographs on Telegram in the early hours of Tuesday, December 6 showing the
aftermath of the attacks. The strikes damaged critical infrastructure and residential
buildings, he said. At this stage there were no injuries or fatalities.

The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian air de fences shot down 60 of
over 70 missiles launched on Monday.

But according to analysis by the Institute for the Study of War, while Ukrainian and
Western-provided air defenses are further reducing Russia's dwindling supply of
precision munitions, the small percentage of Russian strikes getting through
Ukraine's air defenses are nevertheless having significant effects on Ukrainian
critical infrastructure.
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Russia Moves to Bolster Defenses After Airfield Strikes
lan Lovett - The Wall Street Journal

Russia took steps to strengthen its defenses following a string of strikes deep within its
borders that it blamed on Kyiv, while Moscow’s forces launched drones and missiles
at southern Ukraine.

Russia Moves to Bolster Defenses After Airfield Strikes© Dmytro Smolienko/Zuma
Press

Several villages in Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia region were hit by drones and S-300
surface-to-air missiles overnight, Gov. Oleksandr Starukh said Wednesday. More
than 20 homes were struck and three people were wounded, including a 15-year-old
girl, he said. Six additional drones were shot down.

Nikopol, in the neighboring Dnipropetrovsk region, was hit by heavy artillery that
destroyed a dozen homes as well as damaged gas pipelines and a school, said Gov.
Valentyn Reznichenko. He added that Russia launched several drones in the region,
all of which were shot down.

“The Russian occupiers continue the nightly terror of our peaceful lands,” said Mr.
Starukh, the Zaporizhzhia governor. “There could have been many more casualties.”
The Russian strikes come after a series of drone strikes deep inside Russia earlier in
the week. On Tuesday, drones struck an airfield in the Russian city of Kursk, igniting
a fuel-storage facility. A day earlier, strategic-bomber bases in the cities of Engels
and Diagilevo—both hundreds of miles from Ukrainian-controlled territory—were hit.

Ukraine hasn’t claimed responsibility for the strikes. Though Ukrainian forces aren’t
believed to possess the kinds of long-range cruise missiles that Moscow has used to
attack infrastructure across Ukraine over the past two months, officials have hinted
that they have the capability to hit bases deep inside Russia.
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Speaking on Tuesday, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said, “We have neither

encouraged nor enabled the Ukrainians to strike inside of Russia.” He added that the
U.S. was determined to make sure the Ukrainians had “the equipment that they need

to defend themselves, to defend their territory, to defend their freedom.”

U. S. House and Senate negotiators have agreed to a provision in the annual defense-
policy bill that would designate $800 million more for security assistance to the
Ukrainian armed forces. The bill must now pass the House and then the Senate before
heading to President Biden’s desk for his signature. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov, in a call with reporters Wednesday, called the bill confrontational.

Russia, meanwhile, has been bolstering its defenses across its land border with
Ukraine, according to the British Ministry of Defense.

The governor of Russia’s Belgorod region, which borders northeastern Ukraine, on
Tuesday announced the creation of territorial defense units.
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“We are forming several battalions of those who, due to health reasons or within the
limits of age, cannot be called up by the armed forces, but have combat experience
and a great desire, if necessary, to defend their home and family,” Vyacheslav
Gladkov wrote on Telegram.

Russian President Viladimir Putin also gathered his national-security council on
Tuesday for a meeting on how to guarantee “internal security,” according to state
media. On Wednesday, Mr. Putin said there would be no mobilization efforts in the
foreseeable future. Of the 300,000 men who were called up in the fall, half are now in
Ukraine, he said, with 77,000 of them serving in combat units.

“There is a realistic possibility that the Russian authorities are promoting defensive
preparations within internationally recognized Russian territory to burnish patriotic
feeling,” the British Ministry of Defense wrote Tuesday on Twitter. “It probably
illustrates some Russia decision makers’ genuine (but false) belief that there is a
credible threat of invasion by Ukrainian forces.”

Meanwhile, the most intense fighting has been taking place in eastern Ukraine, where
Russian forces have been pushing to take the city of Bakhmut, a key strategic hub, for
months. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky visited troops in the region on
Tuesday, which the country celebrated as the Day of the Armed Forces of Ukraine.

“For eight years and 286 days, the Armed Forces of Ukraine have been defending
our beautiful state from the occupier, from Russian aggression,” Mr. Zelensky said in
his nightly video address, referencing the start of the conflict in 2014, when Russia-
backed separatists began fighting for control of the eastern Luhansk and Donetsk
regions, collectively known as Donbas.

“Thousands of Ukrainians gave their lives for the day to come when not a single
occupier remains on our land and all our people are free again,” he said.

Igor Girkin, a former Russian militant commander and an influential voice among
Russian hard-liners, also visited troops in Donbas recently, he wrote Tuesday on
Telegram. He said that what he found there was a poorly motivated Russian army,
especially compared with Ukrainian forces.

“The troops are fighting ‘by inertia,’ not having the slightest idea of the ultimate
strategic goals of the current military campaign,” he wrote, adding that fighters from
Luhansk and Donetsk were better motivated.

Efforts to break Ukrainian will, he added, weren’t working.

“*Ukraine’ will NOT freeze in winter, will NOT rebel and will NOT fight worse. Vice
versa. Its soldiers, who have already believed in their strength as a result of the
autumn victories...will only fight angrier and more stubbornly,” he wrote.

“And they will be met only by apathetic performance of duty, behind which many
fighters and commanders have long been [asking] the unresolved question: ‘What are
we doing here.’”
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Russia is providing 'unprecedented’ military support to Iran in exchange for drones,

officials say
Courtney Kube and Carol E. Lee - NBC News

Russia is now providing an "unprecedented level” of military and technical support to
Iran in exchange for Tehran supplying weapons for the war in Ukraine, senior Biden
administration officials say.

As part of the enhanced partnership, Russia may be providing Iran with advanced
military equipment and components, including helicopters and air defense systems. In
the spring, Iranian pilots trained in Russia to fly the Sukhoi Su-35, a Russian fighter
jet, which the officials say indicates Iran “may begin receiving the aircraft within the
next year.”

The White House had previously said it believes that Iran was supplying drones to
Russia for use in Ukraine, but the relationship between the two nations is
transforming into “a full-fledged defense partnership” with weapons and military
expertise flowing in both directions, the officials said.

Russia is looking to collaborate with Iran on weapons development, including
possibly establishing a joint production line for drones in Russia, according to the

officials.

“This partnership poses a threat not just to Ukraine, but to Iran’s neighbors in the
region,” one senior administration official said. “We have shared this information
with partners in the Middle East and around the world.”

An undated image showing the wreckage of what Ukrainian officials described as an
Iranian-made Shahed drone downed near Kupiansk. (AP)© AP

On Friday, the Biden administration is expected to designate three Russia-based
entities that have been involved in the transfer of Iranian unmanned aerial vehicles,
or UAVs, for use in Ukraine, the officials said. Those entities include the Russian
Aerospace Forces, which receives the UAVs, and Russia’s 924th State Center for
Unmanned Aviation. Personnel from the 924th traveled to Iran to receive training in
how to operate the Iranian weapons.
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The officials said the U.S. is also “looking at options to bring together a group of
like-minded countries to discuss Iran-Russia military cooperation," and is working
with other nations to ensure Russia and Iran cannot move equipment, weapons or
money through their countries to support this new partnership.

“We are imposing costs on the actors involved in the transfer of Iranian UAVs to
Russia for use in Ukraine, ” one official said.

“We are assessing further steps we can take in terms of export controls to restrict
Iran’s access to sensitive technologies.”

Since the invasion of Ukraine, Iran has become Russia’s top military supporter,
selling several hundred UAVs to Moscow since August alone. Russia has used these
drones to attack Ukraine’s energy and critical infrastructure in strikes that have
killed civilians.

The U.S. believes Iran is considering the sale of hundreds of ballistic missiles to
Russia, the senior administration officials said. And they expect Iranian support for
the Russian military to continue to grow in the coming months.
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“We urge Iran to reverse course and not to take these steps,” one official said. “We
are using the tools at our disposal to expose and disrupt these activities — and we are
prepared to do more.”

Later Friday, the Biden administration is expected to announce the next security
assistance package for Ukraine. The package, valued around $275 million, will
include more ammunition for the advanced rocket launchers known as HIMARS and
for Ukrainian artillery.

Inside Bakhmut: The strange and senseless death trap draining Ukraine's tired
army
Justin Yau and Ben Farmer - The Telegraph

Peering through a telescope looking for enemy movement in no-man's land, the
Ukrainian soldier points out a warehouse held by Russian forces.

Military medics work on a member of the Ukrainian military suffering from head and
leg injuries caused by a mine outside Bakhmut - Getty Images Europe© Getty Images
Europe

The adversaries are only 300 or 400 yards from their fighting position, uphill across
a shattered landscape of blown out buildings and barren fields.

"They throw their meat at us," says another soldier beside him, grimly referring to the
human wave of assaults carried out by Russian mercenaries and poorly-equipped
reservists.

Behind the Ukrainian fighting position, which they defend with a PKM heavy machine
gun, are the largely abandoned remains of a once-thriving Donetsk town whose name
has become synonymous with the most intense and costly fighting of Viadimir Putin's
invasion.

Bakhmut was once home to 70,000 people and known for both salt-mining and its
sparkling wine industry. Since the summer, the town has instead often seen hundreds
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killed or wounded each day in intense shelling and bloody frontal attacks in fighting
reminiscent of the First World War.

Large parts of its eastern suburbs have been obliterated by artillery and the fields are
pitted with craters. The destruction has come about in a city that many analysts say
has little strategic value to the Russians.

Even if Moscow were to take Bakhmut, it is unclear Russia's degraded forces would
be able to capitalise on the gain to make further advances.

Some conflict experts say Russia's obsession with the city has become nothing more
than a ploy to drain Ukraine's armed forces of their limited resources.

"We are scratching our heads,"” a Western official said this week when asked about
Russia's focus on Bakhmut. "We don't know the answer."

A wounded Ukrainian soldier helps his comrade to drink during their evacuation at a
stabilizing mobile hospital in the vicinity of Bakhmut, Donetsk region - AFP via Getty
Images© Provided by The Telegraph

Moscow is said to be desperate for a victory after humiliating reverses elsewhere.
Russian commanders are making creeping gains with the aid of huge artillery support,
even as they have lost significant ground around Kharkiv and Kherson.

Yet the very intensity of the Russian offensive and the steep casualties borne by the
defenders under relentless barrages have also made it totemic for Ukrainian forces.
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A wounded Ukrainian soldier receives treatment at Bakhmut Hospital - Anadolu
Agency via Getty Images© Provided by The Telegraph

“This is the centre of our indomitably,” says Oleksiy Danilov, secretary of Ukraine's
national security council.

Some Ukrainian troops describe the defence of Bakhmut as being a new Mariupol,
referring to the battle for the steel city on the Azov Sea where defenders were
besieged in the early months of the invasion. Others simply refer to it as the meat
grinder, because of the terrible toll of the fighting and the apparent disregard Russian
commanders have for their troops.

Bakhmut has been under shelling since May, but the assault intensified in August after
the fall of the surrounding cities of Popasna, Severodonetsk, and Lysychansk.

Yard by yard, the encroaching Russian forces have got within only a few miles of the
city centre, after capturing two strategic crossroads to its east and north east.

In recent days, Russian forces are also thought to have taken limited ground to the
south of the city, as they seek to encircle the town and strangle the defenders.
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Emergency workers treat a civilian injured by shrapnel after Russian shelling in
Bakhmut, Donetsk region - Anadolu Agency via Getty Images© Provided by The
Telegraph

Yevgeny Prigozhin, a key ally of Putin and founder of Russia's Wagner Group private
military company, is thought to have promised the Russian leader that he can take the
city, as he jockeys for position with other regime favorites. Ramzan Kadyrov, the
Chechen leader, has also sent forces to join the assault.

'Ferocious' battle for Bakhmut
My Danilov said: “I think that someone from the Russian side has made a
commitment that he will take Bakhmut as a gift for Putin.

“Taking into account that there is a group of Kadyrov and Prigozhin, it is likely that
one of them took it upon himself. They use all the weapons they have there, they bring
troops there from everywhere.”

'It's a town Russia wants to be seen to capture’

Ben Barry, of the International Institute for Strategic Studies, said that Bakhmut had
no more military significance than other similar-sized towns along hundreds of miles
of front line.

“But it has political significance as a town the Russian leadership wants to be seen to
capture. It may also be that any role Wagner has in capturing it would amplify the
political position of its owner.”

A cat runs in front of houses ruined in the Russian shelling in Bakhmut, Donetsk
region - AP© Provided by The Telegraph

Mpr Prigozhin himself has said he is using the offensive to wear down Ukrainian
forces, rather than capture the city, though he may also be trying to manage
expectations of victory.

However, some analysts believe the concentration of Mr Putin's forces in Bakhmut
has allowed Ukraine to make gains elsewhere.
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“Putin’s current fixation with continuing offensive operations around Bakhmut and
elsewhere is contributing to Ukraine’s ability to maintain the military initiative in
other parts of the theatre," The Institute for the Study of War, a Washington think tank,

said this week.

A Ukrainian soldier receives treatment at Bakhmut Hospital - Anadolu Agency via
Getty Images© Provided by The Telegraph

Whatever Russia's calculations, the battle is sucking in troops and material from both
sides, as Ukraine's international allies race to keep it supplied with weapons to resist

the onslaught.

Ukrainian commanders say Russian losses in the area have been as high as 100 to
300 on some days. Ukrainian forces themselves are paying a high price to hold the
city, however, in the face of sometimes overwhelming artillery.

“For every artillery piece we have, they have nine,” said one soldier.
Footage from inside Ukrainian field hospitals shows surgeons trying to stabilize a
steady stream of badly wounded soldiers.

Anton Gerashchenko, an adviser to the interior ministry, last week said doctors in
Bakhmut were performing miracles, but “deal with an unbelievable amount of

suffering every day, every hour as they work tirelessly”.
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A local resident leaves his home after Russian shelling destroyed an apartment house
in Bakhmut, Donetsk region - AP© Provided by The Telegraph

Incredibly, some are still living in the city, though an estimated 90 per cent of the pre-
war population is thought to have left. Those that remain are the impoverished and
elderly with nowhere to go, and those too stubborn to leave.

The largely empty streets are strewn with rubble from the daily Russian bombardment,

and the remaining residents no longer have heat, electricity, phone connections, or
running water.

Ukrainian soldiers fire an artillery at Russian positions near Bakhmut -
AP© Provided by The Telegraph

Neighbors gather above ground during the day, taking advantage of the short lulls in
the constant shelling to chop firewood and cook food in the winter gloom.
Some no longer care about the outcome of the war, they simply want it to stop.
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"Who needs this war?" says 46-year-old Tatiana, with tears in her eyes. Her injured
husband Anatoli, 54, looks up at her helpless from his hospital bed. "For what reason
are they still fighting?"

The couple lost their home when artillery shells struck their house in south east
Bakhmut a month ago. Anatoli suffered shrapnel wounds to his stomach, legs, and
arms.

Funeral directors place a body of an unidentified local resident in a coffin in Bakhmut
- REUTERSO Provided by The Telegraph

Two town centre grocery shops are still open, but most Bakhmut residents rely on
humanitarian aid from the handful of civilian volunteers who brave enemy artillery to
provide a lifeline to those who still remain.

Oleg, 47, a local orthodox church priest, makes perilous weekly runs into the city in
his yellow van to deliver bread, powdered soup, paracetamol and water.

"Do you want a Bible as well?" he yells to recipients above the dull roar of incoming
and outgoing fire, before hurrying off. It is too dangerous to stay in one place for long.
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