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Heaviest Ukraine fighting rages in east, NATO seeks to sustain support against
Russia
Reuters

(Reuters) -Russian forces tried to advance in eastern Ukraine and trained tank,
mortar and artillery fire on Kherson in the south, the Ukrainian military said, as
Western allies sought to buttress Ukraine and its neighbors against Moscow.

Ukrainian servicemen fire with a Bureviy multiple launch rocket system at a position
in Donetsk region© Thomson Reuters

Ukrainian servicemen prepare fire with a Bureviy multiple launch rocket system at a
position in Donetsk region© Thomson Reuters
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In Washington, a $1.2 billion contract for six National Advanced Surface-to-Air
Missile Systems (NASAMS) for Ukraine was awarded to Raytheon, the Pentagon said.

Ukraine Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba said on Wednesday his country needed
U.S.-made Patriot missile defence systems to protect its civilian infrastructure, which
has been under heavy attack by Russia at the start of winter.

U. S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Russian President Vladimir Putin had
focused "his ire and his fire" on Ukraine's civilian population and warned Russia that
its strategy would fail to divide Ukraine's supporters.
V.
"Heat, water, electricity ... these are President Putin's new targets. He's hitting them
hard. This brutalization of Ukraine's people is barbaric," Blinken told a news
conference in Bucharest following a two-day NATO meeting.

At the NATO foreign ministers meeting, allies on Wednesday pledged to help Moldova,
Georgia and Bosnia-Herzegovina as they face pressure from Russia, NATO
Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg and ministers said.

Russian Foreign Ministry spokesperson Maria Zakharova said the outcome showed
NATO was "absolutely not interested in a political and diplomatic solution in
Ukraine".

Russia invaded Ukraine nine months ago in what it calls a "special military
operation" to rid Ukraine of nationalists it considers dangerous. Ukraine and
Western allies accuse Russia of an unprovoked, imperialist land grab.

Ukraine ordered all of Kyiv's embassies abroad to strengthen security after two letter
bombs were sent to the Ukrainian ambassador in Madrid and an arms company in
Spain that manufactures rocket launchers donated to Ukraine. Spanish police said
they were are examining a possible link between the two bombs, one of which injured
an embassy security officer.
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BATTLEGROUND
In the Donetsk region of eastern Ukraine, site of the heaviest fighting, Russian forces
tried to make further advances and shelled several towns, including Bakhmut and
nearby Soledar and Opytne, the General Staff of the Ukrainian Armed Forces said in
a Wednesday night statement.

On the southern front, it said Russian forces took up defensive positions and trained
tank, mortar and artillery fire on Ukrainian positions and on the regional capital of
Kherson, abandoned by Russian troops earlier in November.

Other battleground activity was reported in northeastern and central Ukraine, the
military said. Reuters was not able to verify battlefield reports.
"We are analyzing the intentions of the occupiers and preparing counter-measures -
tougher counter-measures than is now the case," President Volodymyr Zelenskiy said
in a Wednesday evening address.

Kyrylo Tymoshenko, deputy head of Ukraine's presidential administration, said
electricity had been restored to 65% of consumers in Kherson.
Nearly six million customers in a majority of Ukraine's regions and in Kyiv had no
electricity, Zelenskiy said on Wednesday night.

DRONES
Ukrainian Air Force spokesperson Yuriy Ignat said defence forces had shot down 340
of the roughly 400 Iranian drones that Russian had launched during the war.
"We haven't seen these Iranian unmanned aerial vehicles for about two weeks ... the
first batch has probably already run out," he told Ukraine's main television network.

On the economic front, a deal was close on resuming Russian ammonia exports
through a pipeline to a Ukrainian Black Sea port, U.N. aid chief Martin Griffiths said.
"I think we're quite close, we're edging towards it this week," Griffiths told a Reuters
NEXT event.

A deal aimed at easing global food shortages by helping Ukraine export its
agricultural products from Black Sea ports was extended on Nov. 17 for four months,
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though Russia said its own demands were yet to be fully addressed. The agreement
was initially brokered in July by the United Nations with the help of Turkey.

(Reporting by Reuters bureaux; writing by Grant McCool and Stephen Coates;
editing by Cynthia Osterman)

Air marshals facing mandatory border deployment plan ‘mutiny’ on Biden admin
leaving flights unguarded: report
Danielle Wallace - FOX News

U.S. air marshals are reportedly staging a "mutiny" on the Biden administration
over its immigration policies, as they plan to refuse mandatory deployment orders to
the southern border and, therefore, face possible termination.

Though refusing the order puts them at risk of termination, dozens of air marshals
argue that abandoning their current assignments will leave American fliers more
vulnerable to threats over the busy holiday travel season.

Amid an influx of illegal immigrants held in custody, the Federal Air Marshal Service
asked for volunteers to deploy to the U.S.-Mexico border for 30 days in mid-2021. But
earlier this month, the Biden administration announced air marshals, considered
federal law enforcement agents within the Transportation Security Administration,
would face mandatory deployments as the shortage of Border Patrol agents worsens.

In an interview with the Washington Examiner, David Londo, president of the Air
Marshal National Council, said, "Rank and file air marshals are going to refuse to
deploy and risk termination," as the Biden administration plan would strip 99% of
commercial airline flights from federal protection.

Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas testifies
before a House Homeland Security Committee hearing on "Worldwide Threats to the
Homeland" on Capitol Hill in Washington, Nov. 15, 2022. REUTERS/Michael A.

McCoy© REUTERS/Michael A. McCoy
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"You’re almost going to have a mutiny of a federal agency, which is unheard of," he
said.

The mandatory deployments would leave just one-in-100 U.S. flights with federal
agents on board, culminating one-eighth of its normal coverage, according to the
Examiner.

Londo said "highly-skilled" air marshals deployed to the border this week "are being
made to perform mainly non-law enforcement civilian humanitarian duties." He told
the Examiner that includes "heating up sandwiches," driving illegal immigrants in
custody to the hospital and waiting inside for hours on hospital watch, and effectively
babysitting adults who are already in confined spaces.

David Pekoske, acting administrator of the Transportation Security Administration
(TSA), speaks during the US Chamber of Commerce's Global Aerospace Summit in
Washington, D.C., US, on Thursday, Sept 15, 2022. Valerie Plesch/Bloomberg via

Getty Images© Valerie Plesch/Bloomberg via Getty Images

"Morale is so destroyed from this," Londo said. "I’ve never seen anything like this."

In a statement to the Examiner, the Transportation Security Administration denied air
marshals deployed to the border performed such menial tasks, describing Londo’s
claims as "entirely inaccurate and does not reflect the critical and professional law
enforcement role these officers perform."

In a letter to DHS Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas, Transportation Security
Administration Administrator David Pekoske, and Federal Air Marshal Service
Director Tirrell Stevenson, Londo cited two major security incidents on aircraft
within the past two weeks in which media indicated there were no air marshals on
board.

The first incident, as reported by The Washington Post, involved a man who boarded
Frontier flight 1761 with two box cutters on Nov. 11 and threatened to stab
passengers and crew before being subdued by passengers. The flight was diverted,
and the person was taken into custody.
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Border patrol agents take people into custody next to the U.S.-Mexico border fence
where the last of the Colorado River flows into Mexico on September 27, 2022 near

Yuma, Arizona. David McNew/Getty Images© David McNew/Getty Images

The second incident involved a man who was allowed to board JetBlue flight 871 with
a small-edged weapon, which the suspect allegedly placed to the throat of another
passenger. He was arrested and faces several federal offenses.

Year to date, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has recorded 2,178 reports
of unruly passengers, 767 investigations initiated, and 517 enforcement actions taken,
the letter said.

Londo also cited "two attempted attacks on our homeland since 9-11 during the
holiday season."
"Your policy of forcing FAMs to deploy to the southern border is extremely
concerning given the time of year and the recent incidents of violence on American
flagged aircraft.

As it stands today, we believe that many FAMs [federal air marshals] will refuse to
deploy, believing the order is reckless and leaving our country vulnerable to attack,"
Londo wrote.
"In at least one case, a FAM is being told he has to deploy even though he informed
the agency he has no childcare. The agencies only response has been that he will get
written up and face termination."

"Your policy has resulted in a complete loss of confidence in Secretary Mayorkas,
FAM Director Stevenson, and Administrator Pekoske’s ability to lead
DHS/TSA/FAMS," Londo added.

Londo told the Examiner the council, which is an association, not a union, is working
with the Department of Homeland Security Office of Inspector General to potentially
launch a federal probe into the Biden administration's practice of re-purposing air
marshals to serve at the southern border.
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President Joe Biden speaks beside DHS Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas at the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) headquarters in Washington, DC, US, on
Thursday, Sept. 29, 2022. Bonnie Cash/UPI/Bloomberg via Getty Images© Bonnie

Cash/UPI/Bloomberg via Getty Images

The National Association of Police Organizations issued a statement supporting the
reportedly dozens of air marshals who plan to refuse the mandatory border
deployment.
"The Federal Air Marshal Service is understaffed and covering the fewest number of
flights since before September 11, 2001," the statement said.
"We strongly question the decision by the Department of Homeland Security to divert
much-needed aviation security to the southern border especially as we enter the
busiest travel season of the year, particularly as a federal emergency has not been
declared at the border."

Meanwhile, the TSA defended the Biden administration's operation.
"Federal Air Marshals are performing law enforcement support to the mission at the
southwest border," a TSA spokesman told the Examiner. "The TSA Federal Air
Marshal Service is a highly valued member of the DHS law enforcement team and has
an ever-expanding role within DHS, working closely with other U.S. and international
law enforcement agencies to safeguard the nation’s transportation systems."

Fox News Digital independently reached out to the TSA on Wednesday but did not
immediately receive a response.

The Federal Air Marshal Service's Miami Field Office said Monday that border
deployments would last indefinitely. Its agents have already reportedly been sent to El
Paso, Laredo, and McAllen, Texas; San Diego; and Tucson and Yuma, Arizona.

Foreign companies help guide Russian missiles fired at Ukraine
Sam Halpern - The Jerusalem Post
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American, British, Swiss, Canadian and Belgian companies are helping
enable Russian missiles to kill Ukrainian civilians, according to Ukraine.

A deactivated Soviet-era SS-4 medium range nuclear capable ballistic missile is
displayed at La Cabana fortress in Havana October 15, 2012.© (photo credit:

REUTERS/DESMOND BOYLAN)

"Russian missiles do not reach their targets without clear coordinates," states the
Main Directorate of Intelligence of Ukraine's Ministry of Defense. "[These
coordinates] are determined by navigation systems."
GLONASS (Global Navigation Satellite System) is the Russian equivalent of GPS.

Allegedly, Russia is using this system to guide its missiles into civilian infrastructure.
The Directorate of Intelligence claims that the missiles using GLONASS "[depend] on
microchips produced by foreign companies" in order to operate.
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Smoke rises over the city after Russian missile strikes, amid their attack on Ukraine in
Lviv November 15, 2022 (credit: Pavlo Palamarchuk/Reuters)© Provided by The
Jerusalem Post

On their official website, the Ukrainian Defence Ministry's Intelligence Directorate
published a list of 13 companies that produce these microchips.

The list includes American companies Linx Technologies, Broadcom, Qualcomm,
Telit, Maxim Integrated, TRIMBLE and Cavli Wireless. It also includes Swiss
companies u-blox AG and STMicroelectronics as well as Canadian companies Sierra
Wireless and NovAtel. Finally, it includes the Belgian company, Septentrio, and the
British company, Antenova.

As of yet, these companies have not commented publicly on the Ukrainian assertions.

Missiles are one of the primary weapons that Russia has used against Ukrainian
forces since the conflict broke out in February. As Russian forces retreat from
positions and cities they previously held, it remains one of their most viable options
available to continue to hammer the Ukrainians.

According to the Ukrainian Ministry of Defense, Russia has fired hundreds of missiles
this month alone, including some that "hit three high-rise buildings, killing 10
people."

Additionally, the Ukrainian army said that a barrage of missiles was fired at the
liberated city of Kherson last Thursday killing four people and wounding at least ten
others.

The Russians have also used missiles to target energy infrastructure, causing massive
blackouts across the country. Vital services such as hospitals have had to rely on
generators in order to continue treating injured soldiers and civilians.
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Additionally, as the winter rolls in and the temperatures in Ukraine plummet, Russian
missiles that target the Ukrainian power grid may prove just as challenging as those
that are directly hitting civilians.

In a televised statement earlier this month, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
painted the attacks that Russia continues to conduct against Ukraine as a last-ditch
effort of an ultimately impotent invasion.

"This is the revenge of those who lost. They do not know how to fight. The only thing
they can still do is terrorize. Either energy terror, or artillery terror or missile terror.
That's all that Russia has stooped down to under its current leaders."

The Main Directorate of Intelligence of the Ministry of Defense of Ukraine claims
that the only way to stop Russia, at least for the moment, from getting their hands on
GLONASS-compatible microchips is for foreign companies to stop producing them
altogether.

They assert that "export control and control by manufacturers will not work, because
Russia is constantly inventing new ways to circumvent sanctions and purchase
technologies."

The Ukrainian defense directorate calls on the companies allegedly producing the
chip to "realize the direct impact of their products on Russia's defense capabilities,
stop producing chips with GLONASS support, and remove the function of supporting
this navigation system from all their devices."

Finnish leader says the brutal truth is Ukraine shows Europe isn't 'strong enough'
without the US
John Haltiwanger (insider@insider.com) - Business Insider

Finnish Prime Minister Sanna Marin with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
in Kyiv, Ukraine. Ukrainian Presidential Press Office via AP© Ukrainian

Presidential Press Office via AP

Finland's prime minister said Ukraine showed Europe was too reliant on the US for
security.
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"I must be brutally honest with you, Europe isn't strong enough right now," Sanna
Marin said.
"We would be in trouble without the United States," she added.

She added: "The United States has given a lot of weapons, a lot of financial aid, a lot
of humanitarian aid to Ukraine, and Europe isn't strong enough yet.
"We have to make sure that we are building those capabilities when it comes to
European defense."

The US has provided Ukraine with far more security assistance than any other
country — roughly $19.1 billion since Russia launched its invasion in late February.

Russia's unprovoked war in Ukraine marks the first major conflict in Europe since
World War II, and it has prompted more urgent discussions on European security and
the continent's reliance on the US.

It also pushed Finland and Sweden — two countries that have historically been
neutral or militarily nonaligned — to join NATO (the process for their accession is
ongoing).

In a speech last month to European diplomats, the European Union's foreign-policy
chief, Josep Borrell, questioned how the US would've handled the Ukraine war if
former President Donald Trump were in office instead of President Joe Biden.

Trump was often critical of US security commitments in Europe and frequently
chastised NATO allies over their lower levels of defense spending compared with the
US.
His first impeachment was also related to his dealings with Ukraine, including
freezing aid to Kyiv, its capital, as he pressured Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy to launch an investigation into Hunter Biden, the president's son, over
allegations of corruption. (LOL)

Along these lines, Borrell said Europe needed to take more steps to ensure it's not so
reliant on Washington.

"What would have happened if, instead of Biden, it would have been Trump or
someone like him in the White House? What would have been the answer of the
United States to the war in Ukraine? What would have been our answer in a different
situation?"

Borrell said, adding: "These are some questions that we have to ask ourselves. And
the answer for me is clear:
"We need to shoulder more responsibilities ourselves. We have to take a bigger part
of our responsibility in securing security."
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Ukraine has wrecked Russia's invasion plans, and these game-changing weapons
have helped them do it, Western countries have sent Ukraine a variety of weapons to
help it fend off Russia's invasion.
At various stages of the war, certain systems have proven to be decisive and critical
for Kyiv. These weapons include anti-tank weapons, drones, and rocket artillery
systems.
Throughout Russia's nine-month-long war in Ukraine, Western countries and NATO
allies have outfitted Kyiv's forces with various weapons and systems to help them not
only stop enemy forces from advancing but at times actually drive them back.

Among these weapons are shoulder-launched anti-tank weapons, unmanned combat
aerial vehicles, and mobile rocket launchers — game-changing systems that have
helped Ukraine derail Russian President Vladimir Putin's campaign, whether it was
defending Kyiv in the early spring or keeping Russian forces at bay in eastern
Ukraine over the summer.

The US is the largest provider of security assistance for Ukraine. According to a
November 23 Pentagon assessment, the Biden administration has committed over $19
billion in military aid since Moscow invaded on February 24. The next-highest
contributor is the UK, which has committed £2.3 billion ($2.7 billion) as of early
November.

Additional sources of firepower committed to Ukraine include Germany, Turkey,
Australia, and Canada, among others.

"There's been several weapons systems that Western security partners of Ukraine
have provided that have played a crucial role," George Barros, an expert with
Washington-based think tank Institute for the Study of War, told Insider.
"If it were not for Western security assistance to Ukraine, Russia would've already
won the war."

Here are some of the game-changing weapons that have helped Ukraine spoil Putin's
invasion plans and even turn the tides of the war.
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Shoulder-launched anti-tank and anti-aircraft weapons
During the early stages of the war, invading Russian forces quickly advanced on the
Ukrainian capital city, Kyiv, after Russia spent months of gathering troops and
equipment along the border. In the face of stiff Ukrainian resistance, Putin's troops
were, however, forced to withdraw from the region and refocus their efforts on
eastern Ukraine.

In the early stages of the war, shoulder-launched anti-tank missiles — like the UK-
provided Next Generation Light Anti-tank Weapon (NLAW) and US-provided FGM-
148 Javelin — became crucial tools for Ukraine to defend against approaching armor
and tanks.
These weapons were "very important to provide individual Ukrainian soldiers
firepower to be able to defeat Russian armor as they were approaching during the
initial phase of the invasion," Barros said.

The Pentagon estimates that Russia has lost half its main battle tanks in Ukraine.
Another important shoulder-launched weapon was the FIM-92 Stinger, which is an
American-made portable air-defense system. These weapons, Barros said, were
capable of downing Russian helicopters and aircraft conducting airborne assault
operations.

Among some other systems, such as artillery systems, these three lightweight
weapons helped Ukrainian forces defend Kyiv and other regions in the early days of
the war.
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Small arms and ammunition
Although they have received far less attention than some other weapon systems,
certain small arms and their ammunition were critical for Ukraine early on in the war.
These weapons were used to arm members of the Ukrainian armed forces and
territorial defense units, as well as some civilians.

"It's not a sophisticated system or anything like that, and it's not uniformly standard,
but that aid was very important during the initial phase of the invasion as well,
because it was very unclear exactly how far the Russian invaders would get," Barros
said.

According to the Department of Defense, the US so far has committed over 11,000
grenade launchers and small arms, as well as more than 104,000,000 rounds of small
arms ammunition.

Kyiv's forces have used a variety of small arms, some from the West and some of
alternative origin. These include rifles, sub-machine guns, light machine guns, sniper
rifles, and handguns manufactured domestically and also abroad in Austria, Israel,
and even Russia.

By contrast, many Russian reservists troops have arrived in Ukraine with what
Western intelligence has called "barely usable" rifles. Some carry Soviet-era
weaponry, which Britain's defense ministry previously said was kept in poor storage
conditions.
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Bayraktar TB2 unmanned combat aerial vehicle
As the war in Ukraine pivoted to a new phase, one of brutal artillery battles and
grinding attrition in eastern Ukraine's Donbas region, the Turkish-made Bayraktar
TB2 drone became a decisive weapon for Kyiv's forces, though it also saw successes
early on.

This famed unmanned combat aerial vehicle — which saw action aiding Azerbaijan
in the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh conflict — has been highly regarded by global
militaries and even had a multi-year-long wait to obtain one. These systems
became legends in Ukraine, even inspiring songs that went viral.

The TB2 drone allowed the Ukrainians to carry out precision strikes and target
vulnerable Russian positions and have been used to destroy military equipment like
tanks, howitzers, and infantry fighting vehicles.

For example, the TB2 was used successfully during Ukraine's efforts
to recapture Snake Island in the Black Sea, where ground communication lines were
unavailable. The drones were used to target occupying Russian forces, who
eventually decided that they could no longer hold their positions.

Barros said that "this is a tactic that, frankly, the Ukrainians have used very
effectively ever since they've had access to precision munitions that are capable of
striking deep into critical vulnerable Russian areas."
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HARM air-to-surface anti-radiation missile
In the late summer, Ukraine launched a lightning-fast counter offensive in the
northeastern Kharkiv region — liberating thousands of square miles of territory
previously occupied by Russian forces.

One weapon that helped here was the US-supplied AGM-88 High-speed Anti-
Radiation Missile (HARM), an air-to-surface missile that can hunt and target enemy
radar systems.

Ukraine used these missiles to threaten and hamstring Russian air-defense radars and
systems, before going on to deploy tactical aircraft in what Barros described as a
"limited but effective capacity."

"The Ukrainians," he said, "were able to use the HARM missile to strike Russian air
defense assets in the Kharkiv area of operations. Not a lot of people talk about the
HARM, but it's sort of a very specific tool for a very specific job, and the Ukrainians
were also able to use that well."
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High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS)
Perhaps the most prominent of Ukraine's game-changing weapons is the US-provided
High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS).

These systems, which were much-sought-after by Kyiv, are long-range and high-
precision rocket launchers capable of striking targets up to 50 miles away with the
munitions provided by the US, though they have the ability to strike farther. With
GPS-guided rockets, these weapons have been able to target Russian command posts,
ammunition depots, and bridges.

Ukraine celebrated the arrival of the HIMARS in June, and the systems quickly
became revered among top Ukrainian officials and the country's armed forces
because they were so effective at a time when the war was a fast becoming a WWI-
style artillery duel. The HIMARS gave Ukraine range beyond the M777 Howitzers
provided by the US earlier in the conflict.

"The HIMARS stopped the bleeding in eastern Ukraine with regards to the rolling
Russian offensive that was picking up steam in sort of late spring, early summer,"
Barros said, pointing to two specific examples where these weapons proved to be a
"game changer" on the battlefield.

When the HIMARS arrived in Ukraine, Russian forces were relying on an artillery
superiority to obliterate Ukrainian defensive positions in various small towns. They
would then press forward into the area and "slowly sort of systematically grind their
way" deeper into Ukraine, Barros said.

For this to work, Russia needed lots of artillery near their firing positions, Barros
added. But Ukraine was able to use their HIMARS to target Russian ammunition
depots that were providing Moscow with the consistent artillery ammunition needed
to sustain a high volume of firepower.
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HIMARS also played an important role during Ukraine's campaign to retake territory
in the southern Kherson region, Barros said. There, Kyiv used this weapon to
successfully strike a handful bridges — cutting off bands of Russian troops and
creating a logistical headache for Putin.

According to an assessment of the war by the UK-based Royal United Services
Institute, the introduction of the HIMARS — as well as the US-made M270 Multiple
Launch Rocket System — into Ukraine "can be seen as the point where the Russian
offensive on Donbas ended and the war entered a new phase."

Finnish Prime Minister Sanna Marin said Friday the Ukraine war showed Europe
was too reliant on the US for its security.
"I must be brutally honest with you, Europe isn't strong enough right now," Marin
said in remarks at a think tank in Sydney, according to Reuters. "We would be in
trouble without the United States."

A brutal winter is coming for Russian forces in Ukraine
Tom Rogan (Opinion) - Washington Examiner

Figuratively and literally, winter is coming for Russian forces in Ukraine. Russian
leaders should remind themselves of how another commander once suffered amid
winter while on enemy territory.

A brutal winter is coming for Russian forces in Ukraine© Provided by Washington
Examiner

"My cavalry is dismounted, and many horses are dying." That was how Napoleon
described his situation at the start of his infamous retreat from Moscow in 1812. Far
worse was to come for Napoleon and his Grande Armée. By the time it had finally
concluded a long and brutal retreat across the vast Russian countryside, only 25% of
Napoleon's once 400,000-strong force would still be alive. Winter bit just as hard as
Russian forces.

But now, a similar winter woe is coming for Russian forces in Ukraine. Forced into
a structural defensive posture and beset by catastrophically poor equipment, logistics
trains, morale, command, and control, Russian forces face a brutal December and
January.

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/heaviest-ukraine-fighting-rages-in-east-nato-seeks-to-sustain-support-against-russia/ar-AA14KXgW?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=09d264a5b998496880dfd3893cd46f13%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/heaviest-ukraine-fighting-rages-in-east-nato-seeks-to-sustain-support-against-russia/ar-AA14KXgW?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=09d264a5b998496880dfd3893cd46f13%26fullscreen=true
https://static.rusi.org/359-SR-Ukraine-Preliminary-Lessons-Feb-July-2022-web-final.pdf
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2022-12-02/ukraine-war-shows-europe-too-reliant-on-u-s-finland-pm-says
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/a-brutal-winter-is-coming-for-russian-forces-in-ukraine/ar-AA14QkLv?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=5adaa4ce42204769ad64a92f451234fb&fullscreen=true
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/crimea-politics-and-why-russia-had-to-retreat-from-kherson
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/why-missile-strikes-and-a-new-military-commander-wont-redress-putins-ukraine-woes


It's already below freezing in many areas along the front lines in south-central and
eastern Ukraine. By the end of December, however, the average daily low in these
areas will likely fall another 4 or 5 degrees to around 21 degrees Fahrenheit.

Before things start warming up in early February, the average lows will be around 19
degrees Fahrenheit. That's unpleasant weather for those living in peace with heating
and warm clothes. For poorly led and equipped Russian forces engaged in
unpredictable combat against motivated Ukrainians, it's a recipe for deep misery. We
will soon learn how utterly ill-equipped Russian forces are for the winter.

Hypothermia will be a big issue.
The degree of Russia's vulnerability here is hard to overestimate. President Vladimir
Putin is attempting his own winter gambit by throwing his increasingly sparse missile
stocks at Ukraine's power grid.

But Putin's problem is that Ukraine is if painfully, absorbing these strikes and
retaining the will and means to fight. Russian forces in Ukraine will lack the same
winter resolution. Indeed, Putin's conscripts may well make things even worse,
forcing greater rationing of equipment across deployed forces.

Russia's best hope? That Ukraine's far better-supplied forces may restrict their
offensive action in order to avoid bloody winter combat. But that's unlikely. Ukraine's
special operations and artillery units are well-equipped and highly mobile. They will
take advantage of Russia's impulse for static winter defenses.

Considering its doctrinal sympathies, the British Army, Ukraine's most trusted foreign
operations adviser, will likely advise further strikes to hemorrhage Russian supply
lines and isolate expanding pockets of Russian front-line forces.

Already short in numbers and poorly maintained, Russian vehicles, artillery, and
other critical equipment will suffer increasing malfunctions in the coming cold.

All of this begs a question: Why on Earth would Ukraine be tempted by the
increasingly obvious pressure of France and Germany to begin conciliatory
negotiations with Russia?

With Putin still insisting on absurd ground rules for prospective negotiations, it
should be clear to Ukrainian commanders that their best course of action is to
escalate offensive action. That's the way for Ukraine to flip the script on Putin's
favorite stratagem: leveraged negotiations.

How North Korea is trying to keep citizens from defecting
Julian Ryall (Tokyo) - Deutsche Welle
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Pyongyang claims extensive new fortifications on its border with China and a "shoot-
to-kill" policy for anyone suspected of attempting to flee are measures to keep the
coronavirus at bay.North Korea has dramatically increased security on its northern
border with China, constructing new fences, walls and guard towers under the pretext
of stopping anyone with the coronavirus from entering the country.

Life in the South can be a shock for refugees who have only experienced life in the
closed society of North Korea, said Eujin Kim.© Lee Yong-Ho/dpa/picture alliance

A human rights group has documented the work and has concluded that the primary
reason for the new fortifications is to stop North Koreans fleeing worsening hunger
and political repression at home.

Published on November 19 by New York-based Human Rights Watch (HRW), the
report makes use of extensive satellite photography of around 300 kilometers (186.4
miles) of the border with China. North Korea's entire northern border stretches for
more than 1,300 kilometers and also includes a short stretch with Russia.

Fences and guard towers
Analysts have examined the development of facilities on the frontier since the first
cases of COVID began to be reported in China in late 2019.
"Preliminary analysis indicates that, since early 2020, the authorities have
constructed new primary fences in several areas, set up secondary layers of fencing,
upgraded pre-existing primary fences, improved or widened patrol paths, and built
new garrisons, watchtowers, and guard posts along the border," the report stated.

HRW carried out a particularly in-depth examination of a stretch of the border close
to the city of Hoeryung, on the Tumen River and opposite Jilin province in China.

This part of the border has long been used by smugglers and defectors as the river is
broad and shallow, making crossings easier. In 2019, the 7.4-kilometer section was
nearly fully fenced and had five watch towers.
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In April 2022, new satellite images show an additional 169 guard posts have been
constructed, with 9.5 kilometers of improved primary fencing and a further 9.2
kilometers of new secondary fencing.

In January 2020, North Korea became the first country in the world to completely
seal its borders to the outside world, claiming it was acting to halt the spread of the
virus.

In August of the same year, Pyongyang also announced the creation of "buffer zones"
in the border regions, with soldiers under orders to "unconditionally shoot" anyone
found within the zones without permission. The directive is understood to still be in
force.

Repression of North Korean citizens
"The North Korean government used purported COVID-19 measures to further
repress and endanger the North Korean people," said Lina Yoon, a senior researcher
at HRW.
"The government should redirect its energies to improving access to food, vaccines,
and medicine, and respecting freedom of movement and other rights."

Do Kyung-ok, director of the peace research division at the Seoul-based Korea
Institute of National Unification, said revisions to the Emergency Communicable
Disease Control Act were passed in Pyongyang in October 2021.

It states, for instance, "Citizens and foreigners must not come into contact with filth in
the border area," while article 63 of the law says anyone who "comes into contact
with unknown objects, such as balloons, that are suspected to have crossed the
border" can be fined up to 50,000 North Korean won (E54, $56), he pointed out.

"The addition of border-related regulations in the law shows that the North Korean
authorities are very concerned about an influx of coronavirus through the border,"
Do told DW. "But I am not sure that the provisions sufficiently explain why the North
Korean authorities are establishing additional barriers on the border.

"It is reasonable to assume that they have the purpose of both preventing the virus
entering the country and also preventing defections," she said.

The barricades have not stopped the virus getting into the North, but they are proving
effective in reducing the number of people who defect. In 2019, government figures
show that 1,047 defectors safely reached South Korea, but that figure had fallen to
229 in 2020, and to just 63 in 2021.

The number for all of 2022 is expected to hit another record low. Just eight defectors
completed the journey in the second quarter and groups that assist defectors estimate
that the figure for the full year will be below 50.

'Complete control'
"These new walls and fences are there to keep people in," said Song Young-Chae, an
academic and activist with the Worldwide Coalition to Stop Genocide in North Korea.
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"The North has been building fences for years because they want to have complete
control over all their people," he underlined. "The regime has learned that defectors
speak out about their experiences in the North and those stories are never positive.

"They also do not want their people to get out and see how people in the rest of the
world live -- the plentiful food, the ability to say and think whatever they want, the
chance to travel freely," he added.

"They will do anything they can to maintain their control because if that begins to
weaken, then that is a threat to the regime."

Pointing out that the cost of the fortifications "must have been considerable," Song
said the resources should have instead been spent on ensuring food and medical
assistance to the nation's impoverished citizens.

"Whatever its cost, that money would have been better spent on the people who are
struggling to survive because there is not enough food," he said. "And for the regime
to claim that the border is being reinforced is simply a lie. It is to control their people
even more."

**** Edited by: Srinivas Mazumdaru

Pentagon issues warning after Turkish airstrikes threaten American troops in Syria
Peter Aitken - Fox News

The Pentagon has urged Turkey to stand down on its plan to invade Syria as the
operation could endanger U.S. troops in the country.

U. S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin offered his condolences to his counterpart
Turkish Minister of National Defense Hulusi Akar for the loss of life in the Istanbul
bombing that occurred last month and prompted military action in Syria.

But Austin stressed that the airstrikes – and the impending ground invasion of Syria –
directly threatens the safety of U.S. personnel working in Syria.
"Secretary Austin called for de-escalation, and shared the Department’s strong
opposition to a new Turkish military operation in Syria," according to a readout of
the call between Austin and Akar.

Turkey launched a series of airstrikes in northern Syria following the bombing on Nov.
13 that killed six people and injured at least 80 other people.
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U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin speaks during a press briefing after a virtual
Ukraine Defense Contact Group meeting at the Pentagon on Nov. 16, 2022, in

Arlington, Virginia. Alex Wong/Getty Images© (Photo by Alex Wong/Getty Images)

Turkish authorities arrested an Arab Syrian woman whom they linked with Kurdish
militias, but the militias denied any involvement.

Turkish President Tayyip Recep Erdogan authorized a military response in Syria,
called "Operation Sword-Claw," which aimed to take out the People’s Defense Units
(YPG) and the Kurdistan’s Worker’s Party (PKK).

Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan speaks during a news conference, in
Ankara, Turkey, on May 14. AP Photo/Burhan Ozbilici© AP Photo/Burhan Ozbilici

A Kurdish general told Fox News last week that NATO ally Turkey is planning to
carry out a massive ground invasion of Syria in an effort to target the same Kurdish
groups that partnered with the U.S. military in its campaign against ISIS.

U.S. military officials have also raised concerns that the operation could end up
providing an opportunity for some 10,000 ISIS detainees to escape confinement.
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Women walk in the al-Hol camp that houses some 60,000 refugees, including families
and supporters of the Islamic State group, many of them foreign nationals, in
Hasakeh province, Syria, May 1, 2021. AP Photo/Baderkhan Ahmad, File© AP

Photo/Baderkhan Ahmad, File

Brigadier Gen. Patrick Ryder, the Pentagon’s press secretary, said Wednesday,
"Recent air strikes in Syria directly threatened the safety of U.S. personnel who are
working in Syria with local partners to defeat ISIS and maintain custody of more
than 10,000 ISIS detainees."

Ryder noted that an "Immediate de-escalation is necessary to maintain focus on the
defeat-ISIS mission and ensure the safety and security of personnel on the ground
committed to the defeat-ISIS mission."

One military official said that Syria presents ideal conditions for ISIS to continue
growing its ranks and regaining its former operating capacity: CENTCOM chief Gen.
Erik Kurilla visited the al-Hol refugee camp in Syria and said ISIS has looked to
exploit the conditions in the camp as a means of gaining new recruits to its cause.

"The SDF mission to clear ISIS from the camp continues: This is a critical, wide-
ranging operation which will make the camp safer for all residents," Kurilla said
following his visit.

"We’ve already seen ISIS members holding women and girls enslaved in chains inside
the camp, torturing camp residents, and seeking to spread their vile ideology."

Blasts rock military airbases deep inside Russia
Mithil Aggarwal and Artem Grudinin - NBC News

Explosions rocked two Russian military airbases hundreds of miles from the border
with Ukraine on Monday, according to local officials and state media.
The unexplained blasts were reported at bases involved in launching attacks against
Ukraine and came just hours before the latest barrage of Russian airstrikes forced
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residents in the capital, Kyiv, and cities across the country to take shelter as sirens
blared.

Power and water outages were felt from Sumy in the northeast to Odesa in the
southwest while at least two people were killed in the southern city of Zaporizhzhia,
Kyrylo Tymoshenko, deputy head of the president's office, said in a Telegram post.

Moscow has consistently denied targeting civilians, but while such strikes have
become an increasingly common feature of the Kremlin's war, blasts deep inside
Russia are more unusual.

Early Monday, multiple explosions occurred at the Engels airbase near the city of
Saratov in southwestern Russia, local media reported, with residents quoted hearing
a loud sound.

Russian authorities said they were investigating the media reports about the
explosions on the base. It houses the nuclear-capable Tu-95 and Tu-160 strategic
bombers that have been involved in carrying out strikes against Ukraine, according to
the Associated Press.

A Tu-95 strategic bomber from the Russian air force prepares to take off from an air
base in Engels, Russia on Jan. 24, 2022. (Russian Defense Ministry / AP)© Provided

by NBC News

“There’s information about a loud explosion and a flash in the early morning in
Engels spreading on social networks and the media,” said Saratov governor Roman
Busargin in a post on Telegram. “There is no reason to worry. Not a single object of
civil infrastructure was damaged,” he said.

Separately, a fuel truck exploded at an airfield near the western Russian city of
Ryazan, an emergency services spokesperson was quoted as saying by state news
agency RIA Novosti. At least three servicemen were killed and three others injured,
and a plane was also damaged, they said.

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/heaviest-ukraine-fighting-rages-in-east-nato-seeks-to-sustain-support-against-russia/ar-AA14KXgW?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=09d264a5b998496880dfd3893cd46f13%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/heaviest-ukraine-fighting-rages-in-east-nato-seeks-to-sustain-support-against-russia/ar-AA14KXgW?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=09d264a5b998496880dfd3893cd46f13%26fullscreen=true
https://t.me/tymoshenko_kyrylo/2969
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/blasts-rock-military-airbases-deep-inside-russia/ar-AA14Vqih?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=a407186b17f8446ca8eeec312bd2a98f&fullscreen=true
https://t.me/busargin_r/4062
https://ria.ru/20221205/vzryv-1836326992.html


The base houses long-range flight tankers that serve to refuel bombers in the air,
according to the AP.

Ryazan officials have not commented on the blast and NBC News has not verified the
reports.

The origin of the explosions remained unclear, with Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov saying only that President Vladimir Putin “regularly receives information”
when asked about the blasts in his daily press call.

While Ukraine has not taken responsibility, officials made vague references in social
media posts that offered hints the incident could potentially signal a new ability for
Kyiv to strike deep inside Russia. Both airbases are located more than 300 miles from
the border.

“The Earth is round — discovery made by Galileo. Astronomy was not studied in
Kremlin, giving preference to court astrologers. If it was, they would know: if
something is launched into other countries’ airspace, sooner or later unknown flying
objects will return to departure point,” said presidential adviser Mykhaylo Podolyak
in a tweet.

Image: (AP)© AP

“Engels airfield is one of the most important bases of Russian air forces,” said
Ukrainian interior ministry adviser Anton Gerashchenko in a tweet. “Two regiments
of strategic bombers are stationed here which are part of Russia’s aerial nuclear
deterrence tactics,” he said.

Moscow has lost over 60-wing aircrafts since the war began on Feb. 24, the U.K.
defense ministry said Monday in its intelligence update, adding that aerial missions
were down from 300 per day in March to just tens a day.

In a separate tweet, it also said Ukraine had regained control of more than half of its
territory Russia captured since February.
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Analysts said it was unclear that the new wave of Russian strikes were in any way
retaliation for the blasts at the airbases.

“They are going to the attack the country as much as possible,” Rajan Menon, a
director at Defense Priorities, a Washington-based think tank, told NBC News in a
call from Kyiv.
“Had it not been for the strike on the base, they would have found other reasons to do
so,” he said.

*** This article was originally published on NBCNews.com

Russian Commander 'Executed' Following Mass Desertions of His Unit: Report
Isabel van Brugen - Newsweek

A Russian serviceman patrols a destroyed residential area in the city of
Severodonetsk on July 12, 2022, amid the ongoing Russian military action in

Ukraine.A Russian commander has reportedly been killed after members of his unit
deserted en masse.© OLGA MALTSEVA/AFP/Getty Images

A Russian commander has reportedly died after members of his unit deserted from the
front line en masse.
Russian independent news outlet The Insider reported the death of Viktor Sevalnev, a
43-year-old ex-convict who was recruited by the Wagner Group, a mercenary outfit,
for Vladimir Putin's war in Ukraine.

The outlet cited information it obtained from Vladimir Osechkin, a Russian human
rights activist who runs the anti-corruption website Gulagu.net.
Sevalnev headed the 7th motorized rifle company of the so-called Luhansk People's
Republic (LPR) in eastern Ukraine, and had been hospitalized after sustaining
injuries in battle.
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The Insider said a recorded conversation between Sevalnev and his wife in November
revealed that he had been threatened with execution because soldiers in his unit had
deserted.

"Don't send people here...they want to kill everyone," he said in a phone call with his
wife Lilia, according to the report.
"Today it's me, tomorrow another, that's all. We're just murder material [to them].
The Ministry of Defense executes people. They know that we're [dead men] and they
don't give a damn," he also reportedly said.

According to the news outlet, in November, Sevalnev's unit sustained heavy losses,
some soldiers were killed and the rest deserted.

His wife said she was told on December 1 that Sevalnev had died in the Donbas
region on November 25 from shrapnel wounds and a powerful blow to the head.
However, Osechkin told the news outlet he has doubts about the Kremlin's version of
events. He said he believes that Sevalnev could have been "executed" for the desertion
of his subordinates.

Newsweek has been unable to independently verify Osechkin's claims, and has
contacted Russia's foreign ministry for comment.
Osechkin pointed to the recent death of another former convict, Yevgeny Nuzhin, who
had been recruited in July by the Wagner Group, which was founded by Putin
ally Yevgeny Prigozhin.

Footage of his killing was published last month by the Wagner-linked Telegram
channel Grey Zone. The clip showed an unidentified man hitting Nuzhin, 55, with a
sledgehammer.

Nuzhin had given a string of interviews in Ukraine after he was captured by
Ukrainian forces in September, in which he criticized Russian officials and said he
wanted to switch sides.

Nuzhin's son, Ilya, told Osechkin's Gulagu.net in November that his family was
"horrified" to learn of his death.
"Our whole family was in tears watching the video ... he was murdered like an
animal," the 55-year-old's son said.

Prigozhin said the footage was "excellent directorial work that's watchable in one
sitting" while Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said "it was not our business."

Prigozhin denied reports of Sevalnev's murder when pressed on the matter by
Gulagu.net. He also denied that Sevalnev had been recruited by the Wagner Group.

*** Update 12/05/22, 8:30 a.m. ET: This article has been updated to include
additional background information.

Russia fires more than 100 missiles into Ukraine
\Clyde Hughes - UPI News
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Dec. 5 (UPI) -- Ukrainian officials said on Monday that Russia fired more than 100
missiles and bombs by air and sea into a wide range of targets in the country during
its latest barrage as winter temperatures dropped to below freezing.

Military medics look at a body of a Ukrainian soldier that was brought to a frontline
field hospital, near Bakhmut, Donetsk region. Russia launched more than 100 missiles

into Ukraine on Monday. Photo by Roman Pilipey/EPA-EFE

A Ukrainian rescue team inspects damaged residential buildings that were shelled by
Russian forces in the Zhytomyr region of Ukraine on March 9. File Photo by

Ukrainian State Emergency Service/UPI
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Residents of the Moscow region take part in military training at the military-patriotic
club 'Yaropolk' in Krasnogorsk, Moscow region. Photo by Maxim Shipenkov/EPA-

EFE

Kyiv warned residents to take cover, saying that 104 Russian missiles had been fired
from 13 aircraft along with possible launchings from sea-bound Kalibr missiles.

Moscow-appointed officials said an attack in the Luhansk city of Alchevsk killed nine
people but did not say if the deaths were related to Monday's missile attack or
another assault.

The Donetsk region town of Kurakhove and the village of Gostre came under Russian
attack, damaging a kindergarten, four high-rise buildings and seven private houses,
according to Pavlo Kyrylenko, head of the Donetsk Regional Military Administration.

Kyrylenko said Russia continued to focus on winning the city of Bakhmut after weeks
of attacks. Russia needs the city as a pathway to further advances in the Donetsk
region, which Moscow claimed it annexed in the fall.

Anatolii Kurtev, secretary of the Zaporizhzhia city council, said "several" explosions
have been reported there on Monday afternoon.
"Some of them are the echoes of enemy incoming hits in the suburbs," Kurtey said,
who could not confirm the target of the missiles. "Another part is the successful work
of the Air Defense Forces."

Meanwhile, the Kremlin acknowledged two separate explosions at military air bases
in Russia, hundreds of miles from the Ukrainian border, but did not say who was
responsible.

The attacks at the airfields in the Saratov and Ryazan regions damaged a fuel tanker
in one location causing three deaths while two Tu-95 strategic bombers were hit in
the other.
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Russia has stopped using its Iranian suicide drones because they don't work in the
cold, Ukraine says
Sinéad Baker (sbaker@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider

A Russian drone is seen during an airstrike on Kyiv, Ukraine, October 17, 2022.
REUTERS/Roman Petushkov© REUTERS/Roman Petushkov

Russia has stopped using Iranian-made suicide drones due to cold weather, a
Ukrainian official said.
He said that the drones were made of plastic and other materials that can't deal with
frost.
Russia has used the unmanned aircraft to knock out power infrastructure across
Ukraine.

Photos in Gallery©Photo by Ed Ram/Getty Images
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Photos in Gallery The city's water supply was fully restored as of Tuesday, and utility
crews continued to work on power outages, according to Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko.
But rolling blackouts were expected to continue in Kyiv and parts of Kharkiv in order
to "reduce the load on the networks" following the spate of recent attacks, Ukraine's
electricity-transmission-system operator said, according to The Wall Street Journal.

Hundreds of thousands of people throughout Ukraine were without power and water
on Monday following a Russian barrage.

The city's water supply was fully restored as of Tuesday, and utility crews continued
to work on power outages, according to Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko.

But rolling blackouts were expected to continue in Kyiv and parts of Kharkiv in order
to "reduce the load on the networks" following the spate of recent attacks, Ukraine's
electricity-transmission-system operator said, according to The Wall Street Journal.

Candlelit dinners and grocery shopping in the dark: Life goes on for Ukrainians amid
Russian-triggered power outages. Blackouts continue throughout Ukraine amid
Russian attacks on the country's energy infrastructure. Hundreds of thousands of
people were left without water and power after a Monday barrage.

Photos show how Ukrainians are adjusting to life increasingly in the dark.
About 80% of people in Kyiv were left without water on Monday following a
devastating barrage of Russian missile and drone strikes on Ukraine's energy
infrastructure that left scores of people across the country without power as well.

Government officials on Tuesday said water had been fully restored, but some 20,000
apartments in the Kyiv region remained in the dark — an increasingly common
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reality for many Ukrainians as Russia targets the country's energy and power
sources in an effort to freeze the country out as autumn turns to winter.
The Monday assault is the latest attack on Ukraine's energy sources since Russian
forces began launching a series of airstrikes on power stations and gas and water
supplies starting in early October.

Ukraine has said it continues to shoot down the majority of Russian missiles, but
officials said the ones that make it through have caused lasting damage to nearly 40%
of Ukraine's energy infrastructure, according to The Associated Press.

But for many Ukrainians, the unpredictable blackouts are just one more side effect
of more than eight months at war. And life goes on — even in the dark.

Russian attacks started triggering outages throughout Ukraine in early October.

Yaroslav Vedmid, a 44-year-old Ukrainian business owner in Bilohorodka, told the
Associated Press that the power cuts are growing longer — up to almost 12 hours a
day.
"When you're relying on electricity, the worst thing is that you can't plan …
Psychologically, it's very uncomfortable," he told the outlet.
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Hours without power have made work difficult for business owners in Bucha and
beyond.

Energy companies have begun publishing daily schedules for expected outages, but
the system is far from reliable. An uptick in Russian attacks have hindered energy

companies' efforts to prepare people for blackouts, the AP reported.
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But as the unpredictable blackouts become increasingly common, Ukrainians are
learning how to live in the new normal.

People prepare meals by candlelight.
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And gather to share meals near a flame.

But a sudden demand for candles and other remedies have left shortages in certain
regions. Residents are stocking up on heaters, generators, blankets, candles, and

other tools ahead of winter, according to the AP.

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/heaviest-ukraine-fighting-rages-in-east-nato-seeks-to-sustain-support-against-russia/ar-AA14KXgW?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=09d264a5b998496880dfd3893cd46f13%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/heaviest-ukraine-fighting-rages-in-east-nato-seeks-to-sustain-support-against-russia/ar-AA14KXgW?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=09d264a5b998496880dfd3893cd46f13%26fullscreen=true


The power outages mean many are left without internet service or other forms of
communication. While unreliable connection can be frustrating for many, Vedmin's
wife Olena told the AP that she's begun reading during the outages as opposed to
checking the internet for updates on the war, which has helped her anxiety.

President Volodymyr Zelensky on Thursday delivered his nightly video address in the
dark.

The president addressed the Ukrainian people as "warriors of light."
"We are not afraid of the dark," Zelensky said. "The darkest times for us are not

without light, but without freedom."
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Ukrainian officials have indicated that the blackouts and attacks are unlikely to end
anytime soon. But Zelensky had a pointed message for their Russian foes in his

Monday speech.
"Russian terrorists do not have such missiles that could hit the Ukrainian desire to
live," the Ukrainian president said. "There will be a response on the battlefield."

Russia has stopped using Iranian-made kamikaze drones in Ukraine because they
don't work in cold weather, a Ukrainian official said.

Yevgeny Silkin, of the Joint Forces Command for Strategic Communications of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine, said that Russia had stopped using the Iranian drones,
which are made of plastic and other materials that are not frost resistant, according
to Ukrainian news agency UNIAN.

The outlet said that the drones have not been used in Ukraine since November 17,
which was also the first day that it snowed in Ukraine this year. Winters in Ukraine
can be cold, with mean temperatures often below freezing between December and
March.

Russia started to use the Iranian drones in October, as part of a new playbook that
targeted power distribution and other critical infrastructure from afar. Ukrainian
civilians have also been killed by drone strikes.
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A composite image showing an Iranian drone in the sky and the aftermath of a strike
on Kyiv on October 17, 2022. © YASUYOSHI CHIBA/AFP via Getty Images; Insider

Iran and Russia have denied any cooperation on weapons, but Iran later admitted
that it had sent Russia weapons, adding that this was before Russia's invasion of
Ukraine started.

Multiple reports and Western intelligence assessments have contradicted this.
The UK, US, and EU have put sanctions on the drone manufacturer and some
individuals over supplying the weaponry to Russia.

CNN reported in November that Iran was preparing to send more weapons to
Ukraine, including short range ballistic missiles. And it reported that Iran and Russia
had reached an agreement for Russia to start producing the drones itself.

The UK's ministry of defense said on November 23 that Russia was likely running out
of the drones, but that it could purchase more.

Multiple reports have also said that Iran has been training Russia on how to use the
drones and other weapons.

On December 3rd, Avril Haines, the US National Intelligence Director, said that
winter conditions are expected to slow the war, and that there was already a "reduced
tempo."

Putin is increasingly aware of how poorly his military is doing in Ukraine, US intel
chief says
Sophia Ankel (sankel@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider
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Russian President Vladimir Putin at the Artificial Intelligence Journey conference in
Moscow, Russia, on November 24, 2022. Contributor/Getty

Putin had initially been kept in the dark about Russia's failures in Ukraine, earlier
reports said. But the US director of national intelligence said Saturday that he is
"becoming more informed."

Avril Haines said Putin is "surprised" but not deterred by Russia's military
performance.

Russia's President Vladimir Putin is increasingly aware of how poorly his military is
doing in Ukraine, US National Intelligence Director Avril Haines said on Saturday.
Speaking at the Reagan Defense Forum in Simi Valley, California, Haines said Putin
was "surprised" at his military's disappointing performance in Ukraine following its
invasion in February.

"I do think he is becoming more informed of the challenges that the military faces in
Russia," Haines said, according to NBC News. "But it's still not clear to us that he
has a full picture at this stage of just how challenged they are."

Haines' comments come after reports that Putin's military advisors had been
shielding him from what is happening on the ground in Ukraine.

In March — one month after Putin launched a full-scale invasion of Ukraine — a US
intelligence official told reporters that they believe that Putin "is being misinformed
by his advisors about how badly the Russian military is performing and how the
Russian economy is being crippled by sanctions because his senior advisors are too
afraid to tell him the truth."

In September, it was reported that Putin was playing a more active role in the war in
Ukraine, becoming more hands-on with his commanders.
Haines said on Saturday that Putin's political objectives to capture Ukraine have not
changed despite him becoming more aware of Russia's military failures.

She said it is unclear whether he would still accept scaled-back military ambitions,
adding: "I think our analysts would say he may be willing to do that on a temporary

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/heaviest-ukraine-fighting-rages-in-east-nato-seeks-to-sustain-support-against-russia/ar-AA14KXgW?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=09d264a5b998496880dfd3893cd46f13%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/heaviest-ukraine-fighting-rages-in-east-nato-seeks-to-sustain-support-against-russia/ar-AA14KXgW?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=09d264a5b998496880dfd3893cd46f13%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/putin-is-increasingly-aware-of-how-poorly-his-military-is-doing-in-ukraine-us-intel-chief-says/ar-AA14VmOW?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=a407186b17f8446ca8eeec312bd2a98f&fullscreen=true
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/europe/us-intel-chief-russia-using-ammo-ukraine-faster-can-replace-rcna59847
https://www.businessinsider.com/putin-top-advisors-bad-information-ukraine-war-nbc-reports-2022-3
https://www.businessinsider.com/putin-top-advisors-bad-information-ukraine-war-nbc-reports-2022-3
https://www.businessinsider.com/putin-top-advisors-bad-information-ukraine-war-nbc-reports-2022-3
https://www.businessinsider.com/putin-top-advisors-bad-information-ukraine-war-nbc-reports-2022-3
https://www.businessinsider.com/russia-western-sanctions-declaration-of-war-economy-ukraine-invasion-expert-2022-3
https://www.businessinsider.com/putin-become-more-hands-on-war-on-ukraine-2022-9


basis with the idea that he might then come back at this issue at a later time,"
according to NBC News.

Russia continues to experience battlefield setbacks. In the last few months, Putin's
troops have been forced to retreat from the Kharkiv region, from Kherson Oblast, and
from parts of the Russian-occupied Donbas region.

Who is Alina Kabaeva, Vladimir Putin's long-rumored girlfriend?
Alina Kabaeva, 39, is a retired rhythmic gymnast and former member of Russia's
lower parliament. She is rumored to be Vladimir Putin's longtime girlfriend, but the
Kremlin has denied the claims.
Reports also say the two had a daughter in 2015.

Alina Kabaeva has earned notoriety as a decorated rhythmic gymnast, as a politician,
and as a top executive of Russia's largest media company.
But no facet of the 39-year-old's life has put her in the international spotlight more
than her long-rumored, never-confirmed relationship with Russian president Vladimir
Putin, who celebrated his 70th birthday on Friday.

The Kremlin has put up a smoke screen in front of the alleged relationship, which
dates back at least 14 years. In 2008, rumors began to circulate that Putin secretly
divorced his wife to pursue a relationship with a gymnast almost half his
age, according to The New York Times.

"I have always disliked those who, with their infected noses and erotic fantasies,
break into other people's private affairs," Putin told reporters in 2008 when denying
the rumors, according to The Times.

Still, the majority of the western order acknowledges Kabaeva's ties to Putin.
In August, seven months after Russia invaded Ukraine, the US Treasury Department
joined the UK, Canada, and European Union in sanctioning Kabaeva for her "close
relationship" to Putin.

Here's what we know about Kabaeva.
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Her father was a professional football player.
Kabaeva was born on May 12, 1983, in Tashkent, the capital of Uzbekistan,
according to her brief ESPN bio. Sparse information from reliable sources exists
online regarding Kabaeva's upbringing.

According to a Russian business news outlet, Kabaeva's father was a professional
soccer player. An online soccer database says that he played for the Pakhtakor
Tashkent football club from 1980 to 1986, before he went on to play for the Dnipro
football club for Ukraine in 1989.
Kabaeva also has a younger sister, Leysan Kavaeva.
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Kabaeva was a highly decorated rhythmic gymnast, earning her the nickname,
"Russia's most flexible woman."

Kabaeva was a highly talented rhythmic gymnast — a sport that involves gymnastics,
dance, incredible flexibility, and control of a separate object such as a ball, hoop, or
ribbon.

During her athletic career, Kabaeva won 21 European Championship medals, 14
World Championship medals, and two Olympic medals — one gold and one bronze.
She began training at the early age of 3, according to an archived bio page from
Kabaeva's personal website.

In 2001, Kabaeva was mired in a doping scandal after she tested positive for using
furosemide, a diuretic that is sometimes used to mask the presence of performance-
enhancing drugs in urine or to lose weight.

The athlete claimed that the presence of the drug came from a contaminated pill
purchased at a local pharmacy, according to NPR. She was suspended in 2002 and
was forced to return her medals from the 2001 World Championship.

Kabaeva continue to compete after her suspension and won an Olympic gold medal in
2004. She has not competed since 2007.

Photos in Gallery©Alexander Natruskin/Reuters

She joined Russia's lower parliament, State Duma, in 2007.
Kabaeva entered politics in 2007 when she was elected a deputy in the State Duma,
Russia's lower parliament, according to Reuters. The outlet reported at the time that
she was not often seen at the headquarters located in Moscow.
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According to NPR, she strongly advocated for a law that barred many Russian
orphans from being adopted abroad.
Kabaeva requested an early departure from the legislature and left her position in
2014, The Moscow Times reported.
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Kabaeva is the chairwoman of one of Russia's largest media companies.
After she resigned from the State Duma, Kabaeva was appointed to head Russia's
National Media Group around September 2014.

According to The Guardian, the media company owned 25% of Channel One,
Russia's state-controlled television channel, along with stakes in other channels and
newspapers.

The US Treasury Department described the company as "a pro-Kremlin empire of
television, radio, and print organizations."

The Guardian reported at the time that Kabaeva had no experience in media
management.
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Her relationship with Putin has never been confirmed.
Putin and Kabaeva have yet to confirm their long-rumored relationship that goes
back at least 14 years.

The claims first came from an article in a Russian tabloid, The Moskovsky
Korrespondent, in 2008, that stated Putin had plans to marry Kabaeva, according to
The New York Times. Putin was then still married to Lyudmila Aleksandrovna
Ocheretnaya.
Putin announced his divorce from Lyudmila in 2013.

Days after the report, which Putin and Kabaeva adamantly denied, the tabloid
paper's parent company said the publication will shut down due to "financial
reasons."

The Kremlin has also denied reports that Putin had his third child with Kabaeva
around 2015 after the president's whereabouts were unknown to the public for about
a week.

"The information on the birth of a baby by Putin is untrue," Putin's press secretary
told Forbes at the time.
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Kabaeva was sanctioned by western governments amid Russia's war against Ukraine.
In August, Kabaeva joined a long list of Russian elites and oligarchs who were
sanctioned by western governments over Russia's war against Ukraine.

UK, Canada, the European Union, and the US placed their own sanction against the
former gymnast. In its statement announcing the sanction, the Department of
Treasury said "Kabaeva has a close relationship to Putin" and pointed to her position
at the National Media Group.

According to NPR, the US sanction may not have had much impact on Kabaeva since
it's unclear what financial assets she has in the country.

Vladimir Putin: Unknown details of the regime's plan to seize Ukraine revealed in
Russian documents
Luan Trimi - Oh My Mag

The Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies (RUSI),
a London-based think tank with close links to the British Army, has
published captured documents which allegedly are signed off by Vladimir Putin.

The documents reveal the intentions on the side of Russia to capture Ukraine in just
10 days, The Telegraph reports.

Underestimating Ukraine’s defence
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The revelations by RUSI, if true, suggest that Russia’s President Vladimir Putin and
his top military strategists heavily underestimated Ukraine’s defence when plotting to
take the country in less than two weeks.

Surprisingly the documents also reveal interesting details about Vladimir Putin’s
chain of command, as the documents shed light on great secrecy about the pre-
invasion course of actions.

Apparently, not many officials were aware of the full scale of the plans. The report
indicates that Russian military heads of branches were informed just days leading to
the invasion, while tactical unit leaders received orders just hours before.

The Russian Army was instructed not to target vital Ukrainian infrastructure like
power stations, including nuclear ones. They were to be used as a shelter for the
Russian troops and to grasp control of Ukraine’s energy system but also to blackmail
Europe with potential radiation pollution leaks.

Secret documents claim Vladimir Putin planned to seize Ukraine in just 10 days
Contributor / Contributeur© Provided by Oh My Mag

Cleaning house
Allegedly, Putin’s regime took for granted that top Ukrainian leaders would try to flee
or be captured in the early days of the conflict, and Russia’s secret security service
(FSB) was tasked to kill them, Sky News reports.

The documents reveal a Russian four-point system of classifying Ukrainian leadership.
It includes the group considered to be opponents and need to be dealt with, the group
who require intimidation, those considered neutral and need encouragement to
collaborate, and last but not least the group of hearty collaborators.

The FSB was also tasked to take hostage regional leaders, while the civilian
population would be taken through filtration camps and be registered in a census
through door-to-door visits.

In the long run, the documents reveal the intention of shipping teachers and other
educators from Russia to begin the ‘re-education of Ukrainians’.
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*** Sources used:
-The Telegraph: ‘Captured documents reveal Russia's plan to annex Ukraine in ten
days and kill its leaders’
-Sky News: ‘Ukraine war: Captured Russian documents reveal Moscow's 10-day plan
to take over the country and kill its leaders’

Putin scrambles to shore up support with desperate visit to Ukraine frontline amid
revolts
Oli Smith - daily Express

Vladimir Putin is expected to soon make his first trip to the frontline in the war with
Ukraine since Russia's invasion in late February. The Kremlin Press Secretary
Dmitry Peskov confirmed that President Putin will visit the Donbas in occupied
eastern Ukraine "in due time".

However, former CIA official Steve Hall suggested that the forthcoming visit is a
desperate move from the Russian leader amid falling support for the war at home.

Earlier today, the latest intelligence briefing from the British Ministry of Defence
revealed that public support in Russia for the war was "falling significantly".

Discussing the expected visit, the former CIA chief in Russia dismissed claims that it
would show how Russia has secured parts of its annexed territories in Ukraine.
He told CNN: "I don't think it is an indication of his security, I think it is an indication
of his really strong desire to show Russians that this is part of Russia.
"Remember, he told Russians that he had annexed this part of Ukraine but he does not
really control the annexed territories."

PUTIN© GETTY
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RUSSIA© GETTY

Mr Hall continued: "Many Russians know they have lost control, or have questions
about the Russian control.
"So Putin wants to show that this is indeed part of Russia."

As another reason, Mr Hall suggested that President Putin is "irritated to see a
steady flow of Western visitors in Kyiv and other parts of Ukraine when his military is
not doing very well in the parts he claims to control".

Despite the Kremlin's pronouncement, it is not clear when the Russian president will
visit the frontline, or how much of the Donbas his army will still hold when he gets
there.

CNN© CNN

The current Russian frontline in the Donbas has been described as a "meat grinder"
as offensives on Bakhmut lose a significant number of soldiers with minimal gains.
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It is thought that Ukrainian special forces could pose a threat to President Putin
during any visit to the front.
The Russian leader may also have to contend with Russian troops suffering low
morale.
Meanwhile, the latest MoD briefing cited an independent Russian media outlet, which
obtained a confidential opinion survey conducted by the Federal Protection Service in
Russia.

Putin© GETTY

The survey, commissioned by the Kremlin itself, found that 55 percent of respondents
backed peace talks with Ukraine while 25 percent wanted the war to continue.

The MoD stated: "Despite the Russian authorities' efforts to enforce pervasive control
of the information environment, the conflict has become increasingly tangible for
many Russians since the September 2022 partial mobilization.

"With Russia unlikely to achieve major battlefield successes in the next several
months, maintaining even tacit approval of the war amongst the population is likely to
be increasingly difficult for the Kremlin."

Informal interviews on the streets of Moscow this week showed that Russians largely
rebuked Vladimir Putin's invasion of Ukraine, in a sign that the tide is turning against
the Kremlin's war.

Putin forced to 'significantly reduce' air attacks as Ukraine decimates Russian Air
Force
Tom Watling - Daily Express

Vladimir Putin has been forced to "significantly reduce" air combat missions due to
the "continued high threat from Ukrainian air defenses", the UK Ministry of Defence
(MoD) has reported, in what is yet another blow for the Russian autocrat and his
forces.
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Struggling with poor supply routes into Ukraine from Crimea and to the southeast, as
well as a force stretched too thinly across the front line, the latest setback for Russia
comes at an inopportune time ahead of planned attacks from Ukraine.

The Ministry of Defence reported that Russia has now "lost over 60 fixed-wing
aircraft" since invading Ukraine on February 24, including two state-of-the-art fight
bombers last week.

Ukraine's 138th anti-aircraft brigade also took down a Russian Ka-52 elite attack
helicopter using the Soviet-developed Buk air defence system on Sunday.

According to the report by the MoD a Russian Su-24M FENCER fighter-bomber and
a Su-25 FROGFOOT ground attack aircraft were destroyed last week.

As a result of the further losses, Russia has been forced to reduce the number of
aerial missions it undertakes, known as sorties, dramatically.

In March, Putin's forces were carrying out up to 300 sorties per day, nine months into
the war effort, that number is down to "tens of missions per day".

The sorties, which are used to provide information to on-the-ground Russian troops
operating "unguided munitions", have been decreased as a result of "continued high
threat from Ukrainian air defenses, limitations on the flying hours available to
Russian aircraft, and worsening weather".

Vladimir Putin forced to© GETTY
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Russian pilot flying over Ukraine© RUSSIAN MOD

The setback comes as Ukrainian officials refuted claims from US intelligence officers
that the winter conditions would halt fighting on the front-lines.

Ukrainian forces have made use of considerable momentum over the summer to
continue pushing deeper into Russian occupied-territory, liberating hundreds of
settlements in the east and, most recently, pushing into Kherson in the south and
further towards Crimea.

Temperatures in the south of Ukraine often plummet well before freezing in the winter
and Russian forces, who are fortifying positions in the interstice between northern
Crimea and the Dnipro river south of Kherson, will be hoping the cold climate slows
down the advancing troops.

US Director for National Intelligence (DNI) Avril Haines on Saturday suggested that
Russian hopes would come true and that the pace of the war in Ukraine will slow over
the winter.

Bakhmut medics© GETTY
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But on Sunday, a spokesperson for the Ukrainian Armed Forces Eastern Group said
the frozen ground would actually benefit their forces, while the Russian low-quality
mobilized recruits, as well as the Wagner Group mercenaries made up of former
prisoners, would be ill-prepared.

Serhii Cherevatyi said the frozen ground would enable heavy wheeled and tracked
vehicles to advance and that Ukrainian forces are preparing such vehicles for winter
operations.

His comments echoed those by the nation's Ministry of Defence at the end of last
month, who joked that those who suggest the winter will pause hostilities "likely never
sunbathed in January on the southern coast of Crimea".

And Ukrainian Deputy Defense Minister Volodymyr Havrylov stated on November 18
that Ukrainian forces will continue to fight in the winter because any type of pause
will allow Russian forces to reinforce their units and positions.

Pavlo Kyrylenko, head of the Donetsk regional military administration© GETTY

Meanwhile, in the latest updates on frontline fighting, Pavlo Kyrylenko, head of the
Donetsk regional military administration, said Russian forces shelled a kindergarten,
a four-storey high rise building and seven private homes in Kurakhove and Gostre,
located in the southeast near Donetsk.

He said: "In the direction of Volnova, the Russians shelled Vugledar during the day -
they damaged at least 8 houses, without casualties.
"In the Donetsk direction, Kurakhove and Gostre came under fire - a kindergarten, 4
high-rise buildings and 7 private houses were damaged. In Avdiivka, there are single
flights throughout the night over the old and central part of the city. There was no
information about the victims."

He added that Russian attacks on Bakhmut, a city still under Ukrainian control but
sitting right on the frontline, on Sunday had destroyed the administration building, a
dormitory, a residential building and farm buildings.
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Scarred by War, Returning Russian Soldiers Struggle to Adapt to Civilian Life
The Moscow Times

After six months of combat with Russia’s 64th Motorized Rifle Brigade in Ukraine,
Alexei Astashov quietly rejoiced when he was discharged from the army and sent back
to his former life as a veterinarian in the Far East.

Scarred by War, Returning Russian Soldiers Struggle to Adapt to Civilian Life© The
Moscow Times

But amid the elation of being reunited with his wife and son, he has still not been able
to forget what he witnessed in the brutal fighting.

“I had some mild symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder. I couldn't find my place,
I wanted to go somewhere all the time, I was anxious,” Astashov told The Moscow
Times.
“It was as if I was still there.”

The difficulties of reintegrating into society faced by Russian soldiers — including
those with life-altering injuries — who have begun trickling back home from Ukraine
looks set to pose a huge social challenge for the country in the months and years to
come.

While the military does run mental health programs, Ukraine war veterans who spoke
to The Moscow Times said that they had not been offered any psychological support.
“He is looking for enemies,” one woman from the southern city of Nalchilk said of
her recently discharged brother in an August interview with media outlet
Kavkaz.Realii.

“It’s difficult for him to get used to civilian life,” she said.
“If this phase doesn’t pass, but gets worse, I won’t know what to do.”

Russian troops in Ukraine — who include conscripts and mercenaries in addition to
professional soldiers — have suffered significant casualties in the nine-month war.
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Often under-equipped, they were largely ill-prepared for fierce Ukrainian resistance.
In some cases there have been reports of Russian units being all but wiped out.

While there are no exact figures for the number of Russian soldiers deployed to
Ukraine, the Kremlin has likely committed more men to the fight than any conflict
since World War II.

Military expert Pavel Luzhin told The Moscow Times that about 300,000 regular
soldiers have taken part — or were taking part — in combat operations. In addition,
tens of thousands of Wagner Group mercenaries and Russian-backed separatists are
believed to have been deployed.

The strains of combat will make it difficult for many — if not most — of these men to
re-enter civilian life when the fighting comes to an end, according to Pavel Alfimov, a
psychiatrist at Russia’s Mental Health Service Clinic based in Armenia.

The most common form of psychological scarring is post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD), a condition characterized by anxiety, panic attacks, nightmares and
flashbacks. If left untreated, those with PTSD can also pose significant health risks
not only to themselves but also to those around them, Alfimov said.

Russia’s manpower deficit in Ukraine and mobilization laws that automatically
extend terms of service for soldiers mean that only those who have been injured, or
those with special dispensations, have so far been discharged from the Armed Forces.
But the experiences of those who have returned suggests that, as the war drags on,
Russia will increasingly be grappling with social issues fueled by an influx of war
veterans.

Stanislav Ionkin, 23, who fought in Ukraine last month reportedly set fire to a
nightclub in the central Russian city of Kostroma with a flare gun. The resulting blaze
led to 13 deaths.
“Wars have a tendency to scar those who go through in it, and those scars they bring
back into the streets,” Mark Galeotti, an expert on Russian security, told The Moscow
Times.

While the extent of PTSD does not necessarily correspond with the horror of what
soldiers witness, the fighting in Ukraine has been on a scale not seen in Europe since
1945, with large battles involving tanks, artillery, drones and air power.

When Astashov was In Ukraine, he witnessed death on a daily basis. A machine
gunner turned medic, the 34-year-old said he was tasked with everything from
treating wounds to preparing injured soldiers for transportation and moving decaying
corpses.

The 64th Motorized Rifle Brigade, which Astashov joined in April, took part in much
of the fighting around the Ukrainian capital in the early months of the war — and was
implicated in the atrocities in the town of Bucha when it was under Russian
occupation.
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“My moral and psychological states have changed,” said Astashov, who was
discharged after a conflict with the military authorities over his rank and
responsibilities.
“Taking part in war makes you realize that there are real people on the other side.”

While Russian military personnel who participate in combat operations are entitled to
up to 30 days of medical and psychological rehabilitation after demobilization,
discharged soldiers who spoke to The Moscow Times said they had received little in
the way of such treatment.

“Almost none of my acquaintances who returned from the frontline were offered
proper psychological support,” said Astashov, who left Ukraine in August.
Others apparently refused the treatment.

One of those was Vladislav Malov, who fought for six months as a volunteer in
Ukraine and previously served in the Russian army in Chechnya in the 1990s.
“Why should I care? I’m fine,” he told The Moscow Times. “A war is a war.”

Instead, many veterans choose to self-medicate — and as a result become susceptible
to violent behavior, suicide and addiction.

Malov, who was deployed near the Ukrainian city of Luhansk in a mortar team,
admitted alcohol was a problem for veterans.
“Many drink too much after experiencing the horrors of war,” he said.

A lack of post-combat support has traditionally been a problem for the Russian
Armed Forces, with the veterans of wars in Afghanistan and Chechnya more likely to
commit suicide or be involved in violent crimes.

About 70% of veterans from Russia’s two post-Soviet wars in Chechnya suffered from
PTSD, according to the Serbsky Center, Russia's top psychiatry institute.

Instead of state support, Russian soldiers have, in the past, relied on veterans groups
to organize mutual help networks and advocate for the rights of former servicemen.
There are no such groups for Ukraine war veterans yet.

As they will need to be able to “criticize the conduct of the government” in order to
be credible it will be difficult to set up such groups, expert Galeotti said.

“And that's something there is a lot less room for these days.”
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