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Brazil, China strike trade deal agreement to ditch US dollar
Bradford Betz - Fox Business

Brazil and China have reportedly struck a deal to ditch the U.S. dollar in favor of
their own currencies in trade transactions.

The deal, announced Wednesday, will enable China and Brazil to carry out trade and
financial transactions directly, exchanging yuan for reais — or vice versa — rather
than first converting their currencies to the U.S. dollar.

President of the Brazilian Export and Investment Promotion Agency (ApexBrasil)
Jorge Viana speaks at the Brazil-China Business Seminar in Beijing, China, on
March 29, 2023. REUTERS/Thomas Peter© REUTERS/Thomas Peter

The Brazilian Trade and Investment Promotion Agency (ApexBrasil) said the new
arrangement is expected to "reduce costs" and "promote even greater bilateral trade
and facilitate investment."

China is Brazil’s largest trading partner, accounting for more than a fifth of all
imports, followed by the United States, according to the latest figures. China is also
Brazil’s largest export market, accounting for more than a third of all exports.

China overtook the United States as Brazil’s top trading partner in 2009. Today,
Brazil is the largest recipient of Chinese investment in Latin America, driven by
spending on high-tension electricity transmission lines and oil extraction.

Officials from both countries reached a preliminary agreement to ditch the U.S.
dollar in January and the deal was announced after a high-level China-Brazil
business form in Beijing.
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President of the Brazilian Export and Investment Promotion Agency (ApexBrasil)
Jorge Viana attends the Brazil-China Business Seminar in Beijing, China, on March
29, 2023. REUTERS/Thomas Peter© REUTERS/Thomas Peter

Brazilian President Luiz da Silva, sworn in on January, has moved to strengthen ties
with Beijing after a period of rocky relations under his predecessor, Jair Bolsonaro,
who used anti-China rhetoric on the campaign trail and in office.

Brazil’s leftist president was scheduled to visit Beijing last weekend by had to cancel
his trip after contracting pneumonia.

A delegation composed of ministers, senators, lawmakers, and hundreds of business
people — including more than 100 from the agricultural sector — had been set to
accompany Lula during his first state visit since taking office.

U.S. journalist detained in Russia on espionage charges
Chantal Da Silva, Kristen Welker & Henry Austin - NBC News

Russian authorities said Thursday they had arrested a U.S. journalist with The Wall
Street Journal on spying charges.

Evan Gershkovich was detained in the Ural Mountains city of Yekaterinburg on
suspicion of “espionage in the interests of the American government,” the Federal
Security Service (FSB) said in a statement, which was reported by state media.

The FSB accused Gershkovich of collecting “information constituting a state secret
about the activities of one of the enterprises of the Russian military-industrial
complex.”

1t provided no evidence or further details on when Gershkovich was arrested. If
convicted, he could face up to 20 years in prison.
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Evan gershkovich (Dimitar Dilkoff / AFP - Getty Images)© Provided by NBC News

Kremlin spokesman Dimtry Peskov told a news briefing that Gershkovich had been
"caught red handed."

"We are not talking about suspicions, but about the fact that he was detained red-
handed," Peskov said, adding that the arrest was up to the F'SB.

The Wall Street Journal said in a statement that it “vehemently denies the allegations
from the FSB and seeks the immediate release of our trusted and dedicated reporter.”
It added: "We stand in solidarity with Evan and his family."

NBC News has reached out to the U.S. Embassy in Moscow for comment. U.S.
officials have been in touch with The Wall Street Journal about the situation, a senior
Biden administration official told NBC News.

Gershkovich is a journalist covering Russia, Ukraine and the former Soviet Union.
He was previously a reporter for Agence France-Presse and the Moscow Times and a
news assistant at the New York Times, according to his author page on The Wall
Street Journal’s website.

Gershkovich, 31, speaks Russian. His parents live in the United States but are
originally from the former Soviet Union.

His most recent article, which was published earlier this week and co-bylined,
featured the headline: "Russia’s Economy Is Starting to Come Undone."
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A US reporter for The Wall Street Journal newspaper has been detained in Russia for
espionage, Russian news agencies reported Thursday, citing the FSB security services.
(AFP via Getty Images)© AFP via Getty Images

Gershkovich is the first journalist with an American outlet to be arrested on
espionage charges in Russia since the Cold War.

His arrest comes amid high tensions between Moscow and Washington over
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and as the Kremlin cracks down internally on free
speech.

1t also comes following the high-profile prisoner swap involving WNBA star Brittney
Griner.

Griner was released from a Russian penal colony in December in exchange for arms
dealer Viktor Bout after she pleaded guilty to having vape canisters with cannabis oil
in her luggage, but said she had no criminal intent.

There had been hopes that Paul Whelan — a U.S. corporate security executive jailed
in Russia on espionage charges — might be included in the exchange, but he remains
imprisoned.

In recent years, Russian President Viadimir Putin has overseen the largest
crackdown on the free press and political dissent since the Soviet era.

His full-scale invasion of Ukraine has seen that intensify, with the country adopting
strict laws that prohibit criticism of the military and many journalists fleeing the
country.

"Let’s wait to see what the FSB specifically presents, but it appears that they have
taken a hostage," said Tatiana Stanovaya, a nonresident scholar at the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace and the founder and head of the political analysis
firm R.Politik.
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"This undoubtedly brings Russia and the United States' relationship to a new level of
confrontation,” she added.

*** This article was originally published on NBCNews.com

Death toll from US storms rises to 29
Reuters

(Reuters) - The death toll from a violent storm that whipped up tornadoes in the
Southern and Midwestern regions of the United States rose to at least 29 over the
weekend, according to officials and media reports.

Monster storm system tore through the South and Midwest© Thomson Reuters
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In Memphis, Tennessee, two children and an adult were found dead on Saturday after
the storm's heavy winds knocked trees onto several houses, according to the Memphis
Police Department.

Aftermath of tornado in Palestine, Illinois© Thomson Reuters

In Tennessee's McNairy County, officials reported that an additional two people had
died, having reported seven deaths earlier on Saturday, according to local media.

The bodies of a couple were found at a campground in McCormick's Creek State Park
in Owen County, Indiana, according to the state's Department of Natural Resources.
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Monster storm system tore through the South and Midwest© Thomson Reuters

Another 15 deaths from the storm, which generated tornadoes in several areas, were
earlier reported in Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Delaware, Mississippi and Alabama.
Scores of people were injured and many buildings damaged or destroyed.

U.S. President Joe Biden declared a "major disaster" in Arkansas on Sunday,
ordering federal aid to help with the recovery.
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The president said in a statement on Sunday afternoon that he and wife Jill Biden
were praying for the people impacted by the weekend storms and ordered relevant
federal officials "to help with immediate needs and long-term rebuilding."”

"We know families across America are mourning the loss of loved ones, desperately
waiting for news of others fighting for their lives, and sorting through the rubble of
their homes and businesses," he said.
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The National Storm Prediction Center warned of severe weather on Sunday in parts
of North and Northeast Texas around Dallas and Fort Worth, including very large
hail, significant wind gusts and a "strong tornado or two."

Similarly severe weather, including thunderstorms, was forecast for Tuesday in much
of the Midwest between Chicago and Little Rock, Arkansas, the center said.
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Aftermath of tornado in Palestine, Illinois© Thomson Reuters

*** Reporting by Jonathan Allen in New York, Additional reporting by Diane Bartz,
Editing by Bill Berkrot

Russian blogger killed in explosion after 'woman handed him statue’
Liam Coleman - Metro

A pro-Kremlin military blogger was killed in an explosion at a cafe in Russia after a
‘woman handed him a gold statue.

Emergency services at the scene in St Petersburg (Picture: REUTERS)© Provided by
Metro
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Vladlen Tatarsky — who reported from the Ukraine frontline was killed as well as 15
others being injured in the blast in St Petersburg this afternoon.

Tatarsky, whose real name was Maxim Fomin, had more than 560,000 followers on
Telegram.

Speaking about Russian firepower in the Kremlin last year he had previously said:
‘We will defeat everyone, we will kill everyone, we will rob everyone as necessary.
Just as we like it.’

There has been no indication who was responsible for the blast.

Russia media reported that Tatarsky was meeting with members of the public and that
a woman presented him with a statuette that apparently exploded.

Russia’s Interior Ministry said everyone at the cafe at the time of the blast was being
‘checked for involvement.’

It comes as Russian foreign minister Sergei Lavrov told US secretary of state Antony
Blinken it was unacceptable for Washington to politicise the case of Wall Street
Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, who has been detained and accused of spying in
Russia.

Viadlen Tatarsky was said to have been killed in the blast (Picture:
REUTERS)© Provided by Metro
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A number of people were injured in the blast (Picture: REUTERS)© Provided by
Metro

A video showed the moment Tatarskiy was presented with the gold-coloured figurine
— which appeared to depict the war propagandist. He held it and gazed at it
approvingly, moments before the explosion which killed him.

An eyewitness said: ‘Suddenly the explosive wave erupted, smoke was everywhere,
and people ran. I ran out into the street. When I went back to look for my phone, 1
saw three or four lying on the floor.’

Another said: ‘There were about 100 people.

A woman said she was an artist and wanted to show the heroes of Putin’s special
military operation. She purportedly told Tatarskiy: ‘It’s not easy. That’s why I’ve only
made your bust so far. It’s in the coat wardrobe [at the entrance of the cafe].’

He gave a speech just minutes before the explosion (Picture: AP)© Provided by
Metro
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This is the moment Tatarsky was handed the figurine before it exploded (Picture:
Social media/e2w)© Provided by Metro

The blogger was killed in the blast in Russia’s second biggest city (Picture:
AP)© Provided by Metro

The eyewitness said: ‘She went there, took a big box, and gave it to him.

‘It was gilded.

‘He said thank you and put it next to him.

‘She sat down in her place, and three minutes later there was an explosion.
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‘Everyone was running. ‘This did not seem to have left in advance.’

BAZA media reported that the explosion was radio-activated. This triggered the
explosion in the plaster figurine. The explosion happened despite the use of an
explosives-sniffing dog at the event, it was reported.

Ukraine updates: Diplomat condemns German peace appeal
Deutsche Welle

Ukraine's ambassador to Germany has criticized an appeal by former prominent
members of Germany's Social Democrats that urged a cease-fire with Russia. He
reiterated Kyiv's call for total Russian withdrawal from Ukraine.Ukraine's
ambassador to Germany, Oleksii Makeiev, has criticized calls for a cease-fire with
Russia in an interview with Germany's dpa news agency.

A Ukrainian diplomat has criticized calls for a cease-fire made by a number of
German former politicians and labor leaders.© Diego Herrera Carcedo/AA/picture
alliance

The diplomat was responding to a peace appeal made by formerly prominent
members of Germany's Social Democrats (SPD), which currently heads Germany's
coalition government, and former labor leaders.

The appeal, titled "Make Peace!", called on Berlin to join Paris in appealing to
countries, including Brazil, China, India and Indonesia, to mediate a cease-fire.

Earlier this year, Beijing published a list of 12-point set of proposals on resolving the
conflict in Ukraine. China has avoided condemning Russia's invasion in an effort to
position itself as a neutral mediator, while also vowing a "no limits" partnership with
Moscow.

"[A cease-fire in Ukraine] would be a necessary step to end the killing and to sound
out opportunities for peace. Only then can the path be paved towards a joint security
order for Europe," the "Make Peace" appeal said.
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"This appeal for peace is not an April Fool's joke," Makeiev told dpa. "It's pure
cynicism with respect to the many victims of Russian aggression."”

Makeiev argued that the appeal functioned to conceal Russian war crimes and
Moscow's responsibility for the invasion. He asserted that peace can only be achieved
if Russia withdraws troops from Ukrainian territory.

Here are some of the other notable developments concerning Russia's war in
Ukraine on Sunday, April 2:

Alcohol causing Russian casualties -- UK intelligence

An intelligence update by the British Defense Ministry claims that non-combat issues,
including alcohol consumption, have been the cause of many deaths among Russian
troops in Ukraine.

"While Russia has suffered up to 200,000 casualties since its full-scale invasion of
Ukraine, a significant minority of these have been due to non-combat causes," it said.
It cited a Russian Telegram news channel report of "extremely high" incidence of
crimes and deaths linked to alcohol consumption among Russian soldiers.

"However, with heavy drinking pervasive across much of Russian society, it has long
been seen as a tacitly accepted part of military life, even on combat operations,” the
UK ministry said.

Other non-combat issues claiming the lives of Russian troops included poor handling
of weapons, road accidents and hypothermia, according to the report.

262 athletes died since start of war -- Ukrainian Sports Minister

Ukrainian Sports Minister Vadym Huttsait says that Moscow's invasion has killed 262
Ukrainian athletes.

The minister said that 363 sports facilities in Ukraine have been destroyed over the
course of the war.

The Reuters news agency said that it could not independently verify the claim.

Huttsait also reiterated Kyiv's calls for Russian athletes to be excluded from the
Olympics and other international competitions.

"They all support this war and attend events held in support of this war," Huttsait
said.

The International Olympic Committee has recommended the return of Belarusian and
Russian athletes as neutral players without a flag or anthem, a proposal bitterly
opposed by Ukrainian authorities.

6 killed in Russian shelling near Bakhmut -- Ukrainian official

Six civilians have been killed and eight injured in Russian shelling in the eastern
Ukrainian settlement of Kostiantynivka, said Andriy Yermak, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy's chief of staff-
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The town, which lies 20 kilometers (12.5 miles) from the embattled city of Bakhmut in
the Donetsk region, had a population of around 70,000 before the start of Russia's
invasion in February 2022.

Yermak said that "massive shelling" by Russian forces had damaged 16 apartment
buildings, eight private houses, a kindergarten and an administrative building in the
town.

The Reuters news agency said it could not verify the reports of casuallties.

Poland considers larger role in NATO 'nuclear sharing'’

Polish security official Jacek Siewiera said that Poland could consider increasing its
involvement in nuclear deterrence as part of the NATO military alliance in an
interview for the German Press Agency (dpa).

Siewiera is a security advisor to Polish President Andrzej Duda. Last October, Duda
also expressed interest in expanding Warsaw's participation in NATO's nuclear
planning group.

The comments come after Russian President Vladimir Putin announced plans to
station tactical nuclear weapons in Belarus. Belarus borders both Poland and
Ukraine.

"Poland would potentially be ready to increase its involvement and cooperation in the
framework of NATO nuclear deterrence and assume responsibilities -- but deployment
of nuclear weapons is something different,"” Siewiera said.

The US has stationed nuclear weapons in several European countries in a NATO
framework known as "nuclear sharing." Poland's involvement has so far been limited.
EU to 'stand against' Russian abuse of UN Security Council -- Borrell

The European Union's foreign policy chief, Josep Borrell, said the bloc will work to
prevent any abuse of the UN Security Council's presidency by Moscow.

Russia assumed the rotating presidency of the UN body on Saturday.

"Despite being a permanent member of the Security Council, Russia continuously
violates the very essence of the UN legal framework," Borrell argued.
"The EU will stand against any abuse by (the) Russian presidency," he declared.

Russia 'biggest force against humanity of our time' -- Zelenskyy
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy praised Ukrainian forces for pushing back Russian
troops from areas around the capital Kyiv a year ago.

He said that Ukraine had "stopped the biggest force against humanity of our time."
Ukraine has accused Russia of committing war crimes in settlements near Kyiv such
as Bucha and Irpin.

"You have stopped a force that despises everything and wants to destroy everything
that gives people meaning," the Ukrainian head of state said.
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Russian fighter jets are reportedly ambushing Ukrainian pilots in sneak attacks.
Fending them off would require F-16s, pilot says, which the US previously said
'won't help them.'

Katherine Tangalakis-Lippert (ktangalakislippert@insider.com) - Business Insider

A woman holds a banner 'Mr Biden Send F-16 To Ukraine' during a daily
demonstration of solidarity with Ukraine at the Main Square one day ahead of one-
year anniversary of Russian invasion on Ukraine. Krakow, Poland on February 23,
2023. Beata Zawrzel/NurPhoto via Getty Images© Provided by Business Insider
Russian fighter jets are ambushing Ukrainians in sneak attacks, an official told The
Telegraph.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has urged the White House to send F-16
Jets to fight back.

The Biden administration has so far refused to send F-16 fighters and MQ-9 drones
to Ukraine.

Russian fighter jets are tricking Ukrainian pilots into sneaky "swarming" ambush
attacks, according to a Ukrainian air force major, highlighting why the besieged
country's president has continued his calls for more advanced air power aid from the
United States.
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"The Russians change tactics all the time, so the war isn't stable," Major Vadym
"Karaya" Voroshylov told The Telegraph in an interview. "They make traps. They will
send up a Russian jet alone, tricking the Ukrainian pilot into thinking there is only
one jet. Then, two or three more will appear either side of it, effectively swarming the
Ukrainian aircraft.”

Voroshylov, an ace pilot for the country's air force, has made headlines before after
being declared a Hero of Ukraine after he shot down two missiles and five drones
during an attack on the city of Vinnytsia and a photo of his bloodied face after he
ejected from his jet went viral.

"Right now, we can only hold the enemy but with F-16s we could control the airfield,
as well as the seas and the ground to protect infantry,” Voroshylov told The
Telegraph. "We need more modern aircrafts to be better than the enemy."

The decorated pilot's calls for F-16 jets echo increasingly urgent requests from
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to the White House for improved military
equipment such as F-16 fighters and MQ-9 drones to fight back against the Russian
invasion.

"The Ukrainians have at times asked us for as many as 128 fourth-generation aircraft,
a mix of F-15s, F-18s, and F-16s," Colin Kahl, the undersecretary of defense for
policy, told lawmakers on February 28. Kahl added that the subject was discussed by
President Joe Biden and President Volodymyr Zelenskyy during Biden's visit to Kyiv
on February 20.

However, despite the discussion, defense officials for the White House have so far
refused to include F-16s in the nearly 3100 billion in military and humanitarian

aid packages that have been sent to Ukraine so far.

"That won't help them in this current fight," Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin

111 told the Senate Armed Services Committee during a March 28 hearing. "And will
they have a capability at some point down the road? We all believe that they will, and
what that looks like, it could look like F-16s, it could look like some other fourth-
generation aircraft.”

Representatives for the Ukrainian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the government of the
Russian Federation, and the United States' Department of Defense did not
immediately respond to Insider's requests for comment.

McCarthy set to make mark on foreign policy mark with high-profile Taiwan

meeting
Laura Kelly - DC News Now

An expected meeting between Republican House Speaker Kevin McCarthy and
Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen this week in California is a careful exercise in
standing up to Beijing's threats while holding back from triggering a war in the
Pacific.
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McCarthy set to make mark on foreign policy mark with high-profile Taiwan
meeting© Provided by DC News Now

For Tsai, a Los Angeles run-in with Washington's most powerful California
representative, is a convenient and strategic cover story to defend against provoking
a particularly dangerous military response from China.

Still, McCarthy is unlikely to use a California meeting in place of traveling to Taiwan
personally.

Earlier this month, the Speaker told reporters that meeting the Taiwanese president in
America "has nothing to do with my travel, if [ would go to Taiwan or not."
"China can’t tell me where or when to go, and none of that discussion ever happened.

If the president happens to be in America, then I'm going to meet with her," he said.
McCarthy has entered the Speakership having established a reputation as a savvy
electoral strategist; now he is moving to make his mark on foreign policy, with an eye
on China.

One of his first moves as Speaker was creating a House select committee on China, a
panel that he said he tried to create with former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-
Calif)) in 2020 before Democrats backed out.

1t is viewed as one of Congress's best opportunities to find bipartisan agreement, with
Taiwan being a major focus.

McCarthy said at the House GOP's annual issues retreat earlier this month that it is
of the upmost importance "that China does not think to go capture Taiwan," and
expressed concern about Chinese President Xi's recent meeting with Russian
President Viadimir Putin.
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Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen arrives at a hotel, Thursday, March 30, 2023, in
New York. (AP Photo/John Minchillo)© Provided by The Hill

‘Transiting' through the US

The Speaker is expected to welcome Tsai this week in Los Angeles, in cautiously
orchestrated travel where the Taiwanese president is "transiting" through the U.S. to
Taiwan on the way back from official engagements in Central America.

Tsai reportedly met with the Democratic House Minority Leader, Rep. Hakeem
Jeffries (N.Y.), while she was "transiting" through New York.

"We know it’s a ruse, but it’s enough of a face saver for the Chinese to say, ‘yeah,
we 're gonna rattle the sabers, but it’s not a red line for us,"" Patrick Cronin, Asia-
Pacific security chair at Hudson Institute, said about the meetings between Tsai and
lawmakers.

Beijing has warned of "counter measures" and "consequences" if Tsai meets with U.S.
officials, in particular McCarthy, and could carry out military maneuvers around the
island to intimidate and scare the people of Taiwan — moves that experts view as
somewhat restrained provocations.

"Beijing has said it will respond in some fashion, but it remains to be seen how
extreme its reaction will be," said Patricia Kim, fellow at the Brookings Institution's
Foreign Policy Center for East Asia Policy Studies.

China says 'no force can stand in the way' of reunification with Taiwan

She added that China has tied its own hands in lashing out at Taiwan, given
that President Xi Jinping is trying to portray himself as a global peacemaker —
offering to mediate between Russia and Ukraine and recently breaking through
tensions between Iran and Saudi Arabia.

"A harsh military reaction to President Tsai’s visit to the United States would
essentially undermine Beijing’s efforts to paint itself as a peace advocate and the

United States as the instigator of trouble,” she said.

How would China react to McCarthy in Taiwan?
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China's reaction to Pelosi's visit to Taiwan in August 2022 established, in a sense,
one standard for how Beijing reacts to what it views as unacceptable interference
by Washington in its affairs.

This included cutting off specific diplomatic cooperation's with the U.S. and carrying
out large-scale military exercises in six locations off Taiwan's coast, complete with
missile test launches over the island. And these types of military provocations from
China's People's Liberation Army (PLA) have only increased in frequency since
Pelosi's visit.

A visit by McCarthy to the island would likely trigger a similar, if not more intense
response from the PLA, but the benefits — for both the U.S. and Taiwan — likely
outweigh the risks.

"Taiwan is a resilient society that believes in the power of democracy, but we cannot
solve 21st century challenges or push back against authoritarianism alone," Tsai said
as part of remarks Thursday to the Hudson Institute in New York, where she was
honored with a ‘Global Leadership Award'.

"We will continue to work with the United States and other like-minded democracies
to demonstrate that democracy can deliver and that Taiwan is committed to
safeguarding our way of life."

Protesters opposed to Taiwanese independence gather at a hotel where Taiwanese
President Tsai Ing-wen is expected to arrive in New York, Wednesday, March 29,
2023. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)© Provided by The Hill

A Taiwan trip for McCarthy, something he last year expressed interest in doing as
Speaker, is also viewed as an important responsibility, given he is beginning his term
as opposed to Pelosi closing out her tenure.

Traveling to the island can be a significant signal of bipartisan solidarity while also
allowing the Republican leader to gain insight into Taiwan's political future as it
heads to elections in January, Cronin said.
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"My recommendation to the Speaker would be to try to get in before the election
season is really serious in September," he said, adding that McCarthy would get a
chance to meet with potential presidential candidates and assess their views on
Taiwan'’s foreign policy, its relations with the U.S. and how it sees the future of
relations with China.

Taiwan approaches an election
There are debates in Taiwan about the way forward in how Taipei interacts with
Beijing.

While a key pillar of China's ambitions is overtaking Taiwan, Beijing balances
subsuming the island with economic, diplomatic and political coercion even as it
builds up and prepares its military for a takeover.

While Tsai is at the end of her second, four-year term as president, her party, the
DPP, is likely to put forth a candidate that shares her view of Taiwan operating on
the global stage from a position of strength.

"The [People's Republic of China's] escalation of tension is evident, but Taiwan’s
response has been measured and composed, demonstrating to the world that we are
the responsible cross-strait stakeholder," she said Thursday.

"The Taiwanese people want peace, not conflict, and history tells us that the best way
to avoid war is through building strength."”

But the opposition Kuomintang (KMT) party, is signaling closer ties with Beijing.
Taiwan's former president and KMT party member, Ma Ying-jeou, traveled to
Shanghai ahead of Tsai's departure for the U.S.

Ma's nearly two-week trip through China is being described as private travel for the
former politician but is loaded with political significance.

Cronin said that Tsai, in remarks in New York, said, "China wants victory without a
fight.”

"They just want to intimidate and coerce or in this case, try to persuade and seduce,
probably the KMT more than the DPP," he said.

*** Emily Brooks contributed to this report.

Japan protests China's detention of citizen, maritime action
MARI YAMAGUCHI & HUIZHONG WU - Associated Press (AP)

TOKYO (AP) — Japan's Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi protested in a meeting
Sunday with his Chinese counterpart the detention of a Japanese national in

Beijing and raised “strong concern" about China's escalating military activity near
Taiwan and around Japan.
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Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi, left, shakes hands with his
counterpart Qin Gang at the Diaoyutai State Guest House in Beijing Sunday, April 2,
2023. (Kyodo News via AP)© Provided by The Associated Press

Hayashi is on a two-day visit to China, becoming Japan's first diplomat to make the
trip in more than three years as frictions grow between the countries. He also met
Chinese Premier Li Qiang and top diplomat Wang Yi later Sunday.

During his talks with Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang, Hayashi demanded an
early release of an employee of the Japanese pharmaceutical company Astellas
Pharma, who was detained in Beijing last month over what the Chinese Foreign
Ministry described as spying allegations. Neither side has offered further details
about the man nor the allegations against him.

Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi, left, shakes hands with his
counterpart Qin Gang at the Diaoyutai State Guest House in Beijing Sunday, April 2,
2023. (Kyodo News via AP)© Provided by The Associated Press


https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/other/brazil-china-strike-trade-deal-agreement-to-ditch-us-dollar/ar-AA19f0F5?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=e8138ecd17de4c479ecb7caa89212f5c%26ei=91%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/other/brazil-china-strike-trade-deal-agreement-to-ditch-us-dollar/ar-AA19f0F5?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=e8138ecd17de4c479ecb7caa89212f5c%26ei=91%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/u-s-journalist-detained-in-russia-on-espionage-charges/ar-AA19fOlh?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=e8138ecd17de4c479ecb7caa89212f5c%26ei=97%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/u-s-journalist-detained-in-russia-on-espionage-charges/ar-AA19fOlh?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=e8138ecd17de4c479ecb7caa89212f5c%26ei=97%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/death-toll-from-us-storms-rises-to-29/ar-AA19o6tn?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=24%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/death-toll-from-us-storms-rises-to-29/ar-AA19o6tn?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=24%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/death-toll-from-us-storms-rises-to-29/ar-AA19o6tn?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=24%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/death-toll-from-us-storms-rises-to-29/ar-AA19o6tn?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=24%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/death-toll-from-us-storms-rises-to-29/ar-AA19o6tn?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=24%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/death-toll-from-us-storms-rises-to-29/ar-AA19o6tn?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=24%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/death-toll-from-us-storms-rises-to-29/ar-AA19o6tn?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=24%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/death-toll-from-us-storms-rises-to-29/ar-AA19o6tn?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=24%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/death-toll-from-us-storms-rises-to-29/ar-AA19o6tn?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=24%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/death-toll-from-us-storms-rises-to-29/ar-AA19o6tn?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=24%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/death-toll-from-us-storms-rises-to-29/ar-AA19o6tn?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=24%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-blogger-killed-in-explosion-after-woman-handed-him-statue/ar-AA19nTwg?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=28%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-blogger-killed-in-explosion-after-woman-handed-him-statue/ar-AA19nTwg?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=28%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-blogger-killed-in-explosion-after-woman-handed-him-statue/ar-AA19nTwg?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=28%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-blogger-killed-in-explosion-after-woman-handed-him-statue/ar-AA19nTwg?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=28%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-blogger-killed-in-explosion-after-woman-handed-him-statue/ar-AA19nTwg?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=28%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-blogger-killed-in-explosion-after-woman-handed-him-statue/ar-AA19nTwg?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=28%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/ukraine-updates-diplomat-condemns-german-peace-appeal/ar-AA19nwrg?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=115%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/russian-fighter-jets-are-reportedly-ambushing-ukrainian-pilots-in-sneak-attacks-fending-them-off-would-require-f-16s-pilot-says-which-the-us-previously-said-won-t-help-them/ar-AA19oNDb?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=122%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/mccarthy-set-to-make-mark-on-foreign-policy-mark-with-high-profile-taiwan-meeting/ar-AA19oqrU?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=161%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/mccarthy-set-to-make-mark-on-foreign-policy-mark-with-high-profile-taiwan-meeting/ar-AA19oqrU?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=161%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/mccarthy-set-to-make-mark-on-foreign-policy-mark-with-high-profile-taiwan-meeting/ar-AA19oqrU?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=161%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/japan-protests-china-s-detention-of-citizen-maritime-action/ar-AA19n9S0?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea&ei=170&fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/japan-protests-china-s-detention-of-citizen-maritime-action/ar-AA19n9S0?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=170%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/japan-protests-china-s-detention-of-citizen-maritime-action/ar-AA19n9S0?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea&ei=170&fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/japan-protests-china-s-detention-of-citizen-maritime-action/ar-AA19n9S0?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=170%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/japan-protests-china-s-detention-of-citizen-maritime-action/ar-AA19n9S0?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=170%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/japan-protests-china-s-detention-of-citizen-maritime-action/ar-AA19n9S0?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=f117086a7dfc4ad7b445bbcfbc9bc3ea%26ei=170%26fullscreen=true

Hayashi told reporters he raised “serious concern’ about China's
increasingly assertive activity in the East and South China seas, and stressed the
importance of peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait.

He said he also expressed grave concern about Beijing’s increased joint military
activity with Russia around Japan while Moscow wages war against Ukraine, and
urged China to act responsibly for global peace.

Hayashi said he told Qin while there is a possibility of improving cooperation in
economic, cultural and people exchanges, the two countries also face “many
problems and serious concerns" and that “Japan-China relations are currently at an
extremely important phase.”

Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi, left, meets with his counterpart Qin
Gang at the Diaoyutai State Guest House in Beijing Sunday, April 2, 2023. (Kyodo
News via AP)© Provided by The Associated Press

The two ministers agreed to work together in achieving “a constructive and stable
relationship” as agreed between their leaders in November, Hayashi said.

The sides agreed to improve communication in regional security, and welcomed the
establishment of a defense hotline last week and the resumption of defense talks,
Hayashi said.

Hayashi said that he and Premier Li shared the importance of their bilateral
economic ties, and that it was crucial that Japanese nationals and companies feel safe
to operate in China.

That was the concern raised by representatives of Japanese companies during their
meeting Saturday with Hayashi. They also sought transparent, predictable and fair
business environment in China, said Yukiko Okano, deputy press secretary for the
Japanese Foreign Ministry.
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Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi answers to reporters' questions after
meeting with his counterpart Qin Gang, at Japanese Embassy in Beijing Sunday,
April 2, 2023. (Kyodo News via AP)© Provided by The Associated Press

Separately, Hayashi told Wang that China's assertive activity in the East China Sea
and the recent detention are “a stumbling block for promoting economic and people-
to-people exchanges."

Despite close economic and business ties between the two Asian powers, Tokyo and
Beijing have been increasingly at odds in recent years as Japan considers China’s
growing influence in the region a threat to its security and economy.

Qin meanwhile warned against Japanese involvement in issues related to Taiwan, the
self-ruled island that China claims as its own, saying Tokyo should not interfere and
"undermine China's sovereignty in any way,” according to a statement from China’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Using strong language, Qin said “the Taiwan issue is at the core of China’s core
interests and concerns the political foundation of China-Japan relations.”

Japan does not formally recognize Taiwan, but has strong unofficial ties with the
island. It has been making statements of concern about regional stability in the
Taiwan Strait and sent several prominent parliamentary delegations to Taipei.

Japan is increasingly worried about a potential Chinese invasion of Taiwan because
of its proximity to southwestern Japanese islands as well as disputed East China Sea
islands, which are claimed by both Tokyo and Beijing, and has bolstered its defenses
recent years.

The Japan coast guard said in a statement over the weekend that three Chinese coast
guard ships had entered the Japanese-controlled waters around Senkaku Islands,
which Beijing calls the Diaoyu. A Japanese patrol ship repeatedly demanded they
leave while protecting two Japanese fishing boats, the coast guard said.
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Qin criticized Japan over its new export controls of semi-conductor manufacturing
equipment that require companies to get government permission. The U.S. has
imposed similar measures and Japan had acknowledged consulting with Washington
on its own regulation.

“The U.S. once used bullying tactics to brutally suppress Japan’s semiconductor
industry, and now it is repeating the same old tricks against China,” Qin said, urging
Japan not to be America's pawn. “One should not do unto others what one would not
have done unto oneself.”

Hayashi said the measure is not targeting any specific country. But it was seen as part
of a U.S.-led agreement to make sure advanced semi-conductor manufacturing stays
out of the reach of the Chinese industry.

The last Japanese foreign minister to visit China was Hayashi's predecessor,
Toshimitsu Motegi, in 2019, just before China imposed rigorous pandemic border
controls and other measures.

**% Wu reported from Taipei, Taiwan.

Ukrainian sniper says there's no duels like in movies and that he prefers his AK to
his expensive sniper rifle for front-line fighting
Jake Epstein (jepstein@insider.com) - Business Insider

A Ukrainian sniper with the 28th Brigade looks towards a Russian position from a

frontline trench on March 05, 2023 outside of Bakhmut, Ukraine. Photo by John
Moore/Getty Images© Photo by John Moore/Getty Images

For some Ukrainian snipers engaged in operations around the war-torn city of
Bakhmut, their long-range and expensive rifles are not their first choice for battling
back the Russians.

One sniper instructor in the Ukrainian military, who simply goes by Artyom, told
Military Times in a recent interview that he prefers a Kalashnikov automatic rifle —
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also known as an AK — with a thermal scope to fight off Russian troops at close
range in eastern Ukraine.

"Believe it or not, this, with the proper optics is the most effective weapon I've used in
this war," Artyom told the defense media outlet, referring to his automatic weapon
and not his top-of-the-line sniper rifle.

"A sniper rifle costs $20,000 or $30,000 dollars and can kill only one Russian quickly.
An AK can defend against an entire assault.”

Artyom said that in recent months, the need for snipers has dropped because the front
line has changed. To adapt, he and other snipers have been working as "saboteurs,"
carrying out activities like planting mines, destroying train tracks, and collecting
intelligence for raids.

He said there are not any duels like the ones depicted in films like Enemy at the
Gates about the World War II Battle of Stalingrad, to which the fight in Bakhmut has
at times been compared.

"Sniper duels are just a silly thing from the movies," Artyom told Military Times,
adding that when Russian troops "really want to get us, they use mortars — or if
we're really unlucky, white phosphorus.”" The latter is able to set the battlefield ablaze.

One of Artyom's students, who goes by Yevhen, said in an interview with Military
Times that there is "not much need for snipers" around Bakhmut. He added that "it's
the kind of battle that is decided by artillery and regular infantry. There's no sense to
risk highly specialized troops when shelling will kill you just as easily."

Bakhmut has been completely destroyed after months of intense and bloody fighting
between Russia and Ukraine. The grinding battle around the city has been
characterized by brutal trench warfare, where soldiers endure the constant threat of
artillery and gunfire and also harsh living conditions.

In a situation reminiscent of World War I, elaborate networks of trenches — used by
both sides — shield troops along the front lines, and have even been used as
battlegrounds for close combat.

Ukraine has also appeared to use a World War I-style decoy method in its trenches by
using dummies to try and trick enemy snipers and dragged out machine guns from the
First World War to repel Russian assaults.

Ukraine's military said on Monday that Bakhmut — along

with Avdiivka and Marinka — remains at the "epicenter of the fighting" and that
Kyiv's forces constantly push back Russian attacks in the area.

"The enemy attempts to take full control of the city of Bakhmut, continuing the
assault," it said in a Facebook update.

Russian forces claimed to have seized control of the city center, but the city still
remains disputed as Ukraine continues its defense in the face of non-stop Russian
attacks.
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