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Putin Says He Could Put Tactical Nuclear Weapons in Belarus by Summer
Anton Troianovski, Vivek Shankar & Andrew Higgins - The New York Time

President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia said he would be able to position nuclear
weapons in Belarus by the summer, a claim that analysts said was likely bluster but
which underscored the Kremlin’s determination to use its vast nuclear arsenal to
pressure the West to back down from its support of Ukraine.

Belarusian military personnel took part in joint military exercises between Russia and
Belarus last year. Belarus was used as a staging ground for the full-scale invasion of
Ukraine.© Emile Ducke for The New York Times

President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia, right, with President Aleksandr G. Lukashenko
of Belarus in Minsk last year.© Pavel Bednyakov/Sputnik, via Shutterstock

Western officials condemned Mr. Putin’s remarks as irresponsible, even as they said
that they saw no indication that Russia was making changes to how it deploys nuclear
weapons.
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Mr. Putin, in an interview released ahead of its broadcast on Russian state television
on Sunday, provided new details of a plan that he first floated last year to base
Russian weapons in Belarus, a close ally.

He said that 10 Belarusian warplanes have already been retrofitted to carry Russian
nuclear weapons, and that a storage facility for the warheads would be ready by July
1.

“The United States has been doing this for decades,” Mr. Putin said, insisting that his
plan was no different from the American practice of positioning nuclear weapons in
allied countries — an assertion that Western officials rejected.

The Russian leader has repeatedly raised the specter of using nuclear weapons since
Moscow launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine last year. U.S. officials say they
have seen no effort by Russia to move or employ its nuclear weapons and believe the
risk of their use is low, but worries have lingered.

It was not clear whether Mr. Putin would in fact transfer Russian nuclear weapons
into Belarus, and in the interview Mr. Putin was vague on the timeline for such a
move.

Analysts also pointed out that even if Russia were to transfer some of its warheads,
the action wouldn’t substantially change the nuclear threat posed by Russia since it
can already target a vast range of territory from inside its own borders.

Iskander missile systems in Moscow in 2021. Mr. Putin said in an interview that
Russia had already transferred some nuclear-capable Iskander short-range missiles

to Belarus.© Sergey Ponomarev for The New York Times

But Mr. Putin’s comments in the interview underlined his continuing efforts to
unsettle Western officials — and Western public opinion — with the prospect that the
war in Ukraine could escalate into a nuclear conflict.
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Mr. Putin said that the nuclear warheads Russia intended to position in Belarus were
of the “tactical” variety, meaning that they would be meant for battlefield use and
have lower explosive power than the “strategic” type that can threaten entire cities.

In response to Mr. Putin’s comments, a NATO spokesperson, Oana Lungescu, said
Sunday that “we have not seen any changes in Russia’s nuclear posture that would
lead us to adjust our own.” But she called Mr. Putin’s rhetoric “dangerous and
irresponsible.”

Ukraine called for an emergency meeting of the United Nations Security Council to
address “the latest provocation by the criminal Putin regime” and Josep Borrell
Fontelles, the European Union’s top diplomat, said the bloc “stands ready to respond
with further sanctions.”

John Kirby, the spokesman for the National Security Council, told CBS’s “Face the
Nation” on Sunday that the United States was watching the matter closely, but played
down the potential for escalation.
“We’ve in fact seen no indication he has any intention to use nuclear weapons, period,
inside Ukraine,” Mr. Kirby said.

Mr. Putin made the comments during a wide-ranging interview for a weekly state
television show dedicated to the Russian president called “Moscow. Kremlin. Putin.”

In response to a question focused on Britain’s decision to send weapons containing
depleted uranium to Ukraine, Mr. Putin condemned the British move and then said he
was moving ahead with a plan, first revealed last year, to give Russia the ability to
base nuclear weapons in Belarus.

He cast the initiative as “nothing unusual,” saying the United States has long
deployed its own nuclear weapons within the borders of its European allies and that
he was taking the step in response to a request from President Aleksandr G.
Lukashenko of Belarus, Russia’s closest international ally.

Mr. Lukashenko has allowed Mr. Putin to use Belarus, which borders both Ukraine
and Russia, as a staging ground for the invasion, without openly committing his own
troops to the war.

“We are in principle doing all the same things that they have been doing for decades,”
Mr. Putin said. “Without violating, I want to emphasize this, our international
obligations on the nonproliferation of nuclear weapons,” he added.

But Mr. Putin was vague on when Russia would actually send Belarus the nuclear
warheads themselves. Asked in a follow-up question by the interviewer, Pavel Zarubin,
“when and under what conditions could the weapons themselves be handed over?,”

Mr. Putin responded only by saying that Russia was replicating the American
practice of “nuclear sharing” and that Moscow would remain in control of weapons
placed in Belarus.
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Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry condemned Mr. Putin’s remarks and claimed that basing
Russian nuclear weapons in Belarus would violate the Treaty on the Nonproliferation
of Nuclear Weapons, to which Moscow is a party.

However, Pavel Podvig, a scholar on Russian nuclear forces, said that such a move
might not go against the letter of the treaty — because Russia would remain in
control of the weapons — even though it would violate the spirit of nuclear
disarmament.

He also pointed out that Russia has declared that NATO’s “nuclear sharing,” in
which American nuclear weapons are based in allied countries like Germany, is a
violation of the nonproliferation treaty.

Analysts said that behind Mr. Putin’s bluster, the immediate implications of his
comments for nuclear security appeared to be minimal.

The Institute for the Study of War, a Washington-based research group, dismissed Mr.
Putin’s announcement as an “information operation” with little risk of escalation.
“Putin is attempting to exploit Western fears of nuclear escalation,” it said, adding
that the group “continues to assess that Putin is a risk-averse actor who repeatedly
threatens to use nuclear weapons without any intention of following through in order
to break Western resolve.”

Mr. Podvig, a senior researcher at the United Nations Institute for Disarmament
Research in Geneva, said he still considered it unlikely that Russia would actually
move nuclear warheads into Belarus, despite Mr. Putin’s latest comments.

Russian nuclear storage sites are so complex, Mr. Podvig said, that he doubted that a
facility in Belarus could be ready to receive them by July. Even if Russia were to
transfer weapons to Belarus, he added, the nuclear threat level would not
substantially change.

“It’s not a positive development, of course, but as long as the weapons are in storage
the threat is not immediate,” Mr. Podvig said. “Yes, theoretically, Russia can reach
more targets from Belarus, but the change is marginal.”

Russia has as many as 2,000 tactical nuclear weapons, which have a lower yield than
the strategic kind that are designed to attack cities, military bases and other targets
far from the battlefield. A tactical nuclear weapon has never been used in combat, but
one could be deployed in a number of ways, including by missile or artillery shell.

Mr. Putin said in the interview that Russia had already transferred some nuclear-
capable Iskander short-range missiles to Belarus, a step that Russia announced last
summer. Those missiles would have Ukrainian cities like Kyiv within range, though
Russia can already target the capital and other cities from its own territory.

In Belarus, Mr. Lukashenko did not immediately respond to Mr. Putin’s comments.
But they drew swift condemnation from Svetlana Tikhanovskaya, an exiled Belarusian
opposition leader. She said the deployment “grossly contradicts the will of the
Belarusian people to assume the non-nuclear state status expressed in the
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Declaration of State Sovereignty of Belarus of 1990,” and “directly violates the
Constitution.”

Belarus, which had nuclear weapons stationed on its territory when it was part of the
Soviet Union, gave up these weapons in the 1990s after it became an independent
country and declared itself a non-nuclear state, as did Ukraine and Kazakhstan,
which also inherited Soviet warheads.

Since he became president in 1994, Mr. Lukashenko has blown hot and cold on the
issue of nuclear arms. When he first came to power he said his predecessor made a
mistake by allowing the withdrawal of Soviet nuclear weapons — a process that was
completed in 1996 — and claimed that he had stopped the dismantling of warhead
storage sites.

But, as relations with the West improved, Mr. Lukashenko insisted he would not allow
Moscow to return nuclear arms to Belarusian territory.

He flip-flopped again after ties with the U.S. frayed and Mr. Putin helped him
crush nationwide protests that followed a 2020 presidential election in which the
Belarusian leader claimed an implausible landslide victory for a sixth term in office.
The following year, Mr. Lukashenko again started talking about letting Russia station
nuclear weapons on Belarusian territory.

In an interview with Russian state television in late 2021, Mr. Lukashenko said Russia
was welcome to move nuclear arms back to Belarus. Early last year, as Russia
massed troops in Belarus for its full-scale invasion, he announced constitutional
changes that deleted mention of Belarus as a non-nuclear state.

Nuclear weapons featured in Mr. Putin’s calculus about the war in Ukraine even
before he started making veiled threats about their use. Starting before the invasion,
Mr. Putin spun a conspiracy theory that Ukraine and the United States were secretly
plotting to put nuclear weapons back onto Ukrainian territory.

Some Western analysts have warned that Mr. Putin could resort to nuclear strikes
against Ukraine if he were to suffer dramatic losses on the battlefield, while others
have dismissed his threats as a bluff — especially given the opposition by China,
Russia’s most important foreign partner, to the use of nuclear weapons.

*** Christopher F. Schuetze, Steven Erlanger and Cassandra Vinograd contributed
reporting.

Additional attacks on American bases in Syria Friday after US retaliatory airstrikes
Friday
ABC News

A U.S. official told ABC News that there were two new attacks late Friday on two U.S.
facilities in Deir ez-Zor Province in eastern Syria after another one earlier in the day
and a drone attack on Thursday that prompted retaliatory U.S. airstrikes that
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targeted Iranian-backed militias believed responsible. Since early 2021, they have
been targeted 78 times.

Both attacks late Friday happened about the same time, the official said. One
involved three drones targeting one facility and the other involved five rockets fired at
a separate facility, according to the official, who said one American service member
was wounded and was in stable condition.

The official said that two of the three drones that targeted one U.S. facility were shot
down, but one drone made it through. There were no injuries in that attack.

The official said that five rockets were fired at another U.S. facility where the
American service member was wounded. That individual is in stable condition, the
official said, and that a damage assessment of the facility was still underway.

In this Dec. 8, 2021, file photo, American soldiers drive a Bradley fighting vehicle
during a joint exercise with Syrian Democratic Forces at the countryside of Deir

Ezzor in northeastern Syria.© Baderkhan Ahmad/AP, FILE

The two bases attacked on Friday night were Green Village and Mission Support Site
Conoco, both located in the eastern Syrian province of Deir ez-Zor.

It was the second attack on the base at Green Village on Friday. Earlier in the day,
rocket fire was aimed at the base but did not strike any buildings or cause any
casualties.

A Pentagon spokesman on Friday said the first attack on Green Village did not cause
any damage and there were no injuries.
"On the morning of March 24th, at approximately 8:05 am local time, 10 rockets
targeted coalition forces at the Green Village in northeast Syria," said a statement
from U.S. Central Command.
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"The attack resulted in no injuries to US or coalition personnel and no damage to
equipment or facilities," it added.
“One of the rockets missed the facility by almost five kilometers, striking a civilian
house, causing significant damage and causing minor injuries to two women and two
children.”

Friday’s three attacks, of which there have been about 80 since the start of 2021,
come a day after the U.S. military conducted retaliatory airstrikes in eastern Syria on
Thursday against the Iranian-backed groups after a one-way explosive drone attack
targeting a U.S. base in the region killed a U.S. contractor and injured six others,
including five U.S. service members, the Pentagon said.

"Earlier today, a U.S. contractor was killed and five U.S. service members and one
additional U.S. contractor were wounded after a one-way unmanned aerial vehicle
struck a maintenance facility on a Coalition base near Hasakah in northeast Syria at
approximately 1:38 p.m. local time," the Pentagon said in a statement.

Two of the wounded service members were treated on site, while the other four
Americans were medically evacuated to coalition medical facilities in Iraq, officials
said. A U.S. official confirmed to ABC News that both contractors were American.

U. S. intelligence assessed that the one-way attack drone that struck the base on
Thursday was Iranian in origin, according to the statement. Iran has used such
drones in the past in attacks on Saudi Arabia and in Yemen, but this drone technology
has become more noticeable after it provided hundreds of Shahed drones to Russia
that have been used in attacks against Ukrainian civilians and infrastructure targets.

Earlier on Thursday, Gen. Michael "Erik" Kurilla, who as the commander of U.S.
Central Command is the top U.S. military commander in the Middle East, told
Congress that there have been 78 such attacks since the beginning of 2021.

"At the direction of President [Joe] Biden, I authorized U.S. Central Command forces
to conduct precision airstrikes tonight in eastern Syria against facilities used by
groups affiliated with Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC)," Defense
Secretary Lloyd J. Austin III said in the statement, issued late Thursday.

"The airstrikes were conducted in response today's attack, as well as a series of
recent attacks against Coalition forces in Syria by groups affiliated with the IRGC,"
he added.

A U.S. official told ABC News that the airstrikes were carried out by two U.S. Air
Force F-15 fighter aircraft as part of a response approved by President Joe Biden
earlier on Thursday. Another U.S. official indicated that the two targets hit in the
airstrikes were affiliated with Iranian-backed groups and housed drones and vehicles.

Biden was enroute to Ottawa, Canada, when he approved the airstrikes presented by
the Pentagon and the U.S. intelligence community as response options to the drone
attack, White House spokesman John Kirby said during an appearance on CNN.
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"He made the decision very, very shortly in that discussion to authorize the strikes
against these particular targets," Kirby said. "We're going to work to protect our
people and our facilities as best we can. It's a dangerous environment."

"We are not seeking a conflict with Iran," said Kirby. "We've been very clear with the
Iranians and with our partners about how serious the mission that we're doing in
Syria is and how we're going to protect that mission."
"Iran should not be involved in supporting these attacks on our facilities or on our
people, we've made that very very clear," said Kirby.

At a news conference with Canada's Prime Minister Justin Trudeau Friday afternoon,
before the reports of even more attacks, Biden said, "make no mistake, the United
States does not -- does not, emphasize -- seek conflict with Iran but be prepared for us
to act forcefully protect our people. That's exactly what happened last night."
The U.S. has about 900 troops in eastern Syria providing assistance to Syrian
Kurdish forces in preventing a resurgence of the Islamic State.

In recent months, some of the bases have been the target of drone attacks that had, in
most instances, not led to injuries or physical damage. Iranian-backed groups in
Syria are believed to have been responsible for these attacks.

"These precision strikes are intended to protect and defend U.S. personnel. The
United States took proportionate and deliberate action intended to limit the risk of
escalation and minimize casualties," the Pentagon statement read.

"As President Biden has made clear, we will take all necessary measures to defend
our people and will always respond at a time and place of our choosing," Austin said.
"No group will strike our troops with impunity."

"Our thoughts are with the family and colleagues of the contractor who was killed
and with those who were wounded in the attack earlier today," the defense secretary
added.

In a statement, U.S. Central Command leader Gen. Michael "Erik" Kurilla said, in
part, that the U.S. "will always take all necessary measures to defend our people and
will always respond at a time and place of our choosing. We are postured for scalable
options in the face of any additional Iranian attacks."
"Our troops remain in Syria to ensure the enduring defeat of ISIS, which benefits the
security and stability of not only Syria, but the entire region," he added.

During Thursday's House Armed Services Committee hearing focused on the Middle
East and Africa, Kurilla was asked by Nebraska Rep. Don Bacon about the frequency
of Iranian proxy attacks on U.S. forces.

There have been 78 such attacks since the beginning of 2021, according to Kurilla.
"It is periodic. We see periods where they will do more," he said
"So what Iran does to hide its hand is they use Iranian proxies -- that's under UAVs or
rockets -- to be able to attack our forces in Iraq or Syria," Kurilla added.
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ABC News analyst Mick Mulroy, former deputy assistant secretary of defense for the
Middle East and retired CIA officer, said the U.S. "must strike back at the Iranian
forces in Syria responsible for these attacks to such an extent that they know the
consequences of killing and injuring Americans will not be worth the costs."

Taiwan residents flee remote islands as China severs internet sea cables
Sophia Yan - Telegraph

Life has been quieter than usual for residents of Taiwan on an outlying archipelago
that is lined with sleepy fishing villages lapped by ocean waves.

A general view of the Chiang Kai-shek memorial park in Nangan, on Taiwan's Matsu
archipelago - ANNABELLE CHIH© ANNABELLE CHIH

Those in the Matsu islands have been cut off from the outside world after two
submarine internet cables were severed by Chinese ships last month.
All of a sudden, messages stopped sending, online videos weren’t loading, bank
transfers failed, and even credit cards couldn’t be swiped.

“Calls cut off midway; it’s pretty annoying,” grumbled Lin Shengyue, 80. “But it’s
more of a problem for the young people glued to their mobiles.”
“That’s why all of them ran off to the main [Taiwan] island,” he laughed. “The only
ones left are old fogies like me and the soldiers stationed here.”

The internet outage has highlighted a critical security vulnerability – that Taiwan
can’t safeguard its communications in the event of a war with China.

“The incident in Matsu actually serves as a warning sign for Taiwan to better
prepare its backup plans,” said Lii Wen, head of the Matsu chapter of the country’s
leading Democratic Progressive Party.
“What would we do if Taiwan’s 14 international sea cables were damaged?”
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Cables in Matsu have been snapped 27 times in the past five years, often by Chinese
fishing vessels dropping anchors and dragging fishing nets.

But this is the longest internet blackout residents have experienced, as repair ships
won’t arrive until the end of April to fix the cables – more than 300 miles long and
about the width of a garden hose.

“Locals like me, we wonder if China cut the cables on purpose,” said Mr Lin.
“If we really were in wartime, this would be a very serious situation.”

Xi Jinping, the most powerful Chinese leader since Chairman Mao Zedong, has
repeatedly vocalized his intent to annex Taiwan, a territory with its own democratic
government that Beijing claims as part of China.

US intelligence indicates that Mr Xi has instructed the military to be ready to invade
by 2027.

Lii Wen in Nangan, on the Matsu archipelago - ANNABELLE CHIH© Provided by
The Telegraph

Disrupting Taiwan’s internet in the event of war could obstruct the government’s
ability to seek help from other nations and to reassure its public.

Cutting the cables is a “way of showing that [China] can disrupt the information
environment, whether that be civilian, commercial or military,” said Oriana Skylar
Mastro, a fellow at Stanford University’s Freeman Spogli Institute for International
Studies.

Shoring up Taiwan’s communications is a growing priority for the government,
especially as China has sought to control the installation and maintenance of cables
running through international waters it claims as its territory. Most of the world’s
online traffic runs through these cables.
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But proposals for just how to do that reflect the complicated discourse in government
and among the public on how best to position Taiwan given China’s increasingly
bellicose stance.

There are plans to install a surveillance system for the cables, though long-term
options have been in the works after Taiwan observed Russia’s cyberattacks during
its invasion of Ukraine.

The Taiwanese ministry of digital affairs is looking for multiple low-earth satellite
operators to provide the internet in a crisis, though a law requires them to be
majority-owned by a domestic shareholder.

Diversifying is key to create a “honeypot” setup that could expose any cyber
attackers and prevent Taiwan’s communications from being shut down if one provider
is incapacitated.

If “you put all your eggs into one basket, then of course you’re also saying that you
lose everything if that basket holder cuts the basket,” Audrey Tang, minister of digital
affairs, told The Telegraph.
“Our main idea is just diversity, and working with as many trustworthy vendors as
possible.”

She is also planning to roll out mobile non-geostationary satellite receivers to 700
domestic locations and three international ones over the next year.
We need to “make sure that this kind of service moves beyond one single county or
one single town, so that every county and city in Taiwan has at least one that they can
use,” she said.
Others have mooted going in a different direction.

A local market on the Matsu archipelago, Taiwan - ANNABELLE CHIH© Provided
by The Telegraph

County chief Wang Chung-ming hopped on a ferry to China, and suggested to
Chinese officials and a state-owned telecoms company that a new cable be installed
between Matsu and the mainland.
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After his trip, Mr Wang posted online about pushing forward on “The New Four
Links,” first mentioned by Chinese leader Xi Jinping in 2019, during an annual
speech about Taiwan.

Mr Xi’s proposal, emblazoned on a sign in Jieshou – Matsu’s largest village and the
seat of the local government – calls for a land bridge to China, plus shared electricity,
water and natural gas.

None of this is without precedent. Three undersea cables already connect Taiwan to
China, laid about a decade ago, and jointly owned by telecommunications firms from
both sides.

Kinmen, another outlying Taiwanese island close to the Chinese coast – even gets its
water from the mainland, and a land bridge three decades in the making finally
opened last year.

Spectre of war grows
But ties with China, in any form, are under intense debate in Taiwan as the spectre of
war grows.
The Matsu and Kinmen island groupings are particularly vulnerable given their
proximity to the mainland, and some experts think they could be attacked first in a
potential invasion in a piecemeal approach, similar to how Russia first annexed
Crimea.

It’s a complicated issue for Matsu’s 14,000 residents, who can see the Chinese
mainland from their shores. Along with Kinmen, Matsu has long been on the front-
lines of a decades-long struggle for dominance between China and Taiwan.

In 1949, Chairman Mao established the People’s Republic of China, led by his
Communist Party, after a civil war forced Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek and his
Kuomintang Nationalist Party to retreat to Taiwan.

Mr Chiang set up a rival China – Taiwan, Republic of China – and proceeded, like
Mr Mao, to rule with an iron fist.

Amphibious assaults and constant shelling pockmarked Matsu and Kinmen
throughout a cold war, with Mao’s China and Chiang’s Taiwan vowing to conquer
the other to form one, powerful Chinese nation.

Propaganda encouraged people to switch loyalties and defectors were given cash
rewards, until the drumbeat of war faded in Taiwan, as it began democratizing in the
late 1980s.
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Fuao port in Nangan, Taiwan - ANNABELLE CHIH© Provided by The Telegraph

These days, despite its shared culture, language and ancestry, the idea of a unified
country is little more than a pipe dream.
“The two sides have developed way too differently now,” said a man who runs a
souvenir shop in Nangan, Matsu’s biggest island.

Soldiers remain a fixture in Matsu, on guard against another attack, and bunkers
poke out of the granite sea cliffs.
“These tunnels will come in handy if we go to war,” said Mr Lin, gesturing at old
military infrastructure.
“But I hope that we don’t have to use these again,” he sighed.
“Because if we did, that would mean we’re at war, and all those sent to battle will be
our children.”

For now, the decommissioned military installations draw tourists to this remote
corner that used to be off-limits, except for troops and residents.

One of the main attractions is a giant red-and-white sign atop a hill facing China – a
four-character idiom that calls for soldiers to sleep on their spears – a call for battle-
readiness, erected in 1958.

The stopgap solution to Matsu’s problem is microwave transmission beamed from a
mountain just outside of Taipei – barely enough to meet half the island’s bandwidth
demand, but better than nothing.

A Taiwanese telecom office also set up a wi-fi hotspot for locals to use, which made it
the buzziest place in town.
“For a while, I asked colleagues not to attach PDFs or Word documents, and to let
me know if they really had to send a file so I could head over there,” said Mr Lii. “It
kind of turned into an internet cafe.”
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Some have taken advantage of the cutoff to enjoy some downtime. Hong Zhiyin, 28,
who only moved to Matsu three months ago, said she devoured books and enjoyed
star-gazing.

But it is impossible to forget that she lives on the front line of a conflict that may erupt
at any moment.
“When I first got here, I often heard artillery fire at night – I’m not sure which side it
was coming from,” she said.
“At first I was a little startled, but it’s my hope that we won’t resort to war, to such
barbaric means, so easily.”

South reels from deadly tornado outbreak as new storm takes aim in the West
ABC News

Communities in the southern United States awoke Monday morning reeling from
a deadly tornado outbreak and powerful thunderstorms.
Over the weekend, at least 27 tornadoes were reported across five states -- Louisiana,
Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia and Tennessee. Officials said at least 25 people died
in Mississippi, where one long-track twister left a trail of destruction for about 59
miles. There was at least one storm-related death in Alabama, where officials said a
man succumbed to his injures after being rescued by first responders.
President Joe Biden approved disaster relief for Mississippi on Sunday.

Weather alerts issued for Alabama and Georgia on March 27, 2023.© ABC News

The latest forecast from the National Weather Service shows the same storm system
will linger in the Southeast on Monday with damaging winds, large hail and an
isolated tornado threat. Parts of southern Georgia and South Carolina will be in the
bullseye, including the cities of Columbus, Savannah and Charleston.

A tornado watch for central Georgia, including the city of Macon, remains in effect
until 11 a.m. ET on Monday. Moreover, a flood watch and a flash flood warning were
issued for parts of Alabama and Georgia, where up to 7 inches of rain already fell.
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Parts of southern Georgia and South Carolina will be in the bullseye of a storm on
March 27, 2023.© ABC News

A new storm is set to arrive on the West Coast on Monday night, bringing heavy rain
and wind along the shore and heavy snow to the mountains. The heavy rain is
expected to reach the San Francisco Bay Area on Tuesday morning, but gusty winds
will begin Monday. Parts of northern California could see local rainfall amounts of 2
to 5 inches.

A cross-country storm is forecast to arrive on the West Coast on March 27,
2023.© ABC News

Meanwhile, the National Weather Service has issued a winter storm warning for parts
of the Sierra Nevada mountain range in northern California, where local snowfall
amounts of 2 to 4 feet is possible over the coming days.
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A winter storm warning was issued for parts of the Sierra Nevada mountain range in
northern California on March 27, 2023.© ABC News

This new storm system is forecast to sweep across the country, bringing more severe
weather to Texas and Oklahoma on Thursday. Areas from Texas to Wisconsin could
see a major outbreak of severe weather on Friday, with threats of tornadoes,
damaging winds and huge hail.

A cross-country storm could bring severe weather from Texas to Wisconsin as well as
from the Dakotas to Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan on March 31, 2023.© ABC

News

Meanwhile, a late season winter storm could hit areas further north, from the
Dakotas to Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan.

North Korean forced into marriages, sex slavery in China’s ‘Red Zone,’ human
rights group says
Bradford Betz - Fox News
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Hundreds of thousands of North Korean women have been forced into marriages,
sold into sex slavery, or sent to work in detention camps after escaping their despotic
country and finding themselves trapped in China’s so-called "Red Zone," a human
rights group says.

A new study released Friday by international human rights law firm Global Rights
Compliance details the horrific scenarios many women and girls – some as young as
12 – have gone through after escaping North Korea.

FILE: North Korean soldiers patrol next to the border fence near the town of Sinuiju
across from the Chinese border town of Dandong. Getty Images© Getty Images

The organization’s North Korea Lead Legal Advisor, Sofia Evangelou, told The
Telegraph the situation spiraled out of control during the COVID-19 pandemic as
many vulnerable women found themselves stuck inside China’s locked down borders,
making them an easy target for sex traffickers.

"The current situation leaves North Korean women and girls exposed to the start
reality of either being sold into a lifetime of sexual and mental abuse, slavery, forced,
labor, or reaching freedom," she said.

One North Korean woman who’d been trafficked told the Database Centre for North
Korean Human Rights she was sold off to a Chinese man who regularly beat her
because she couldn’t get pregnant.

Another woman was sent back to a forced labor camp and tried to hide her pregnancy
from authorities so they wouldn’t force her to have an abortion. Weeks later, she
drowned in a river, overworked and malnourished.
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As seen from the Chinese border city of Dandong on January 10, 2018. Getty
Images© Getty Images

The U.S. State Department says many North Korea refugees and asylum seekers
living irregularly in China are particularly vulnerable to traffickers who lure, drug,
detain, or kidnap North Korean women upon arrival.

As many as 30,000 children born in China to North Korean women and Chinese men
have not been registered upon birth, rendering them stateless and vulnerable to
possible exploitation, the State Department says.

"A full investigation into the human rights abuses suffered by women in and around
North Korea is urgently needed," Evangelou said.
"If nothing is done to address the urgent human rights situation for North Korean
women, the situation will only get worse."

Anger in Taiwan, boasting in China in wake of Honduras switch
Helen Davidson (in Taipei) - The Guardian

Honduras’ decision to switch diplomatic ties from Taiwan to China has left Taiwan
reeling, with accusations of “dollar diplomacy” being leveled at Beijing.
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Honduras has for the last 82 years recognized the government in Taipei rather than
Beijing. But after more than a week of negotiations, its foreign ministry on Sunday
brought that to an end, announcing it had cut ties with the Republic of
China (Taiwan’s formal name) and signed on with the People’s Republic of China.

In its statement it also said “Taiwan is an inalienable part of Chinese territory”, a
PRC claim which is not formally recognized by all of its allies, some of which – like
the US – instead only acknowledge that Beijing holds such a claim.

The switch, which leaves just 13 countries recognizing Taiwan, sparked furious
denouncements from Taipei. President Tsai Ing-wen accused China of engaging in
“dollar diplomacy” on Sunday.

The switch followed negotiations with China on building a hydroelectric dam in
Honduras, and there had been reported claims of demands by Honduras for billions
of dollars in aid.

Taiwan is recalling staff from its Honduras embassy and consulate, the ministry of
foreign affairs said, and demanded Honduras immediately close its Taipei embassy.

On Monday, the story was covered extensively in Taiwanese media. The island’s
politics and media is hyper-partisan and the switch – the ninth since Tsai took office
in May 2016 – was seized upon by the opposition to criticize her foreign policy
platform.

Tsai’s government was labeled “incompetent” by the Ma Ying-jeou Foundation, a
Taiwanese organization founded by Taiwan’s former president. Ma, who remains
closely tied to the opposition Kuomintang (KMT) party, will visit China this week.

The controversial visit will be the first by a former or current leader of Taiwan to
China since the KMT government of China fled to Taiwan in 1949 at the end of the
civil war. The KMT is also opposed to Chinese rule over Taiwan but favours
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friendlier cross-strait relations. The foundation said Honduras’s switch demonstrated
the urgency of a Ma’s visit to “repair” broken ties with China.

Media more closely aligned with the ruling DPP focused on the financial aspect of the
switch, and government claims that Beijing was “exploiting” the need of some Latin
American countries’ for infrastructure.”

Many of Taiwan’s allies receive financial assistance, or have access to Taiwan’s
medical system or scholarships at Taiwanese universities. China has reportedly used
a mix of inducements including financial aid and investment, and coercive
suggestions, including restrictions on Chinese tourists to countries, to convince them
to switch.

China’s state media celebrated the switch, with extensive coverage. Official state
news outlet, Xinhua, said it had sent a team of reporters to Honduras to write about
the country.

Nationalistic tabloid, the Global Times called the switch embarrassing for Tsai and
“ironclad proof” that Taiwan independence is “a dead end”. China Daily accused
critics of colonialist condescension and said Tsai was violating international norms
and this proved it.

It framed the switch around Honduras seeing through “Washington’s bullying
diplomacy”. The People’s Daily said the switch was “above board and a historical
trend that cannot be stopped by anyone or any force”.

Taiwan is now left with just 13 diplomatic allies. In April Paraguay goes to an
election, with an opposition party promising to switch ties to Beijing if it takes office.

Beijing claims Taiwan as a province of China, and says it intends to annex it. Recent
years have seen an increase in diplomatic and military efforts to isolate Taiwan on
the world stage, intimidate its government and people into surrender, and warn off
others from defending it.

However the US and other allies including Australia, Japan, and some European
nations, have increased support for Taiwan and its defence, despite not recognizing it
as a country.

A 150-person Czech delegation visited Taiwan on Monday, led by the speaker of the
European country’s lower house of parliament, Marketa Pekarova Adamova.
“Taiwan is not only an important economic partner but also a friendly and
democratic partner and deserves our attention and support,” Pekarova Adamova told
a Taiwan-Czech business forum.

Beijing does not generally allow its diplomatic allies to also recognize Taiwan. On
Sunday Taiwan’s foreign minister, Joseph Wu suggested Taiwan was open to “dual
recognition”, taking no issue with governments which wanted to recognize both
countries.
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On Sunday Tsai accused China of using “any and all means to suppress Taiwan’s
international participation, intensify its military intimidation's against Taiwan, and
disrupt regional peace and stability”.

Weapons firm says it can't meet soaring demand for artillery shells because a
TikTok data center is eating all the electricity
Lindsay Dodgson (ldodgson@insider.com) - Business Insider

Ukrainian soldiers fire at Russian positions from a U.S.-supplied M777 howitzer in
Kherson region, Ukraine, Jan. 9, 2023. AP Photo/Libkos© Provided by Business

Insider

An arms manufacturer complained that TikTok's data center is using all the electricity
in the region.

As a result, the company cannot keep up with the surging demand for artillery rounds.

The CEO told the FT the company's growth is "challenged by the storage of cat
videos."

An arms manufacturer complained that a TikTok data center is eating all the
electricity in the region, meaning the company cannot keep up with the surging global
demand for ammunition.

Experts are increasingly commenting on the massive demands of big tech companies,
and how energy usage by their data centers is causing issues for other industries.

"We are concerned because we see our future growth is challenged by the storage of
cat videos," said Morten Brandtzæg, the CEO of the Norwegian arms manufacturer
Nammo, in an interview with the Financial Times.
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Brandtzæg said the demand for artillery rounds was 15 times higher than normal — a
trend driven by the war in Ukraine, which has featured heavy artillery use.
Ukraine, for instance, would like to increase its daily usage of rounds from 6,000 to
65,000, he said.

Insider couldn't immediately establish whether Nammo shells are being used in
Ukraine. Its customer base, as described in a 2021 annual report, is overwhelmingly
EU and NATO states, which have been making mass donations to Ukraine since
Russia invaded.

However, in the area of Norway where Nammo operates, its defense work gets no
priority over any other users of electricity.
Power is provided on a first-come, first-served basis, according to Elvia, the energy
provider in the Raufoss region of Norway (around 120km north of Oslo).

The energy company told the FT that it has no spare capacity for Nammo to hike its
output as it has been promised to TikTok. A spokesperson told the FT if Nammo does
order more capacity, it will "take time" before that can be achieved because the
network needs to be "strengthened."

Brandtzæg added he "can't rule it out" that it wasn't a coincidence that Chinese-
owned TikTok was deliberately impeding the expansion of an arms company.
"I will not rule out that it's not by pure coincidence that this activity is close to a
defence company," he said. "I can't rule it out."

Insider has reached out to TikTok for comment.

"Critical industry must have access to energy," he Brandtzæg. "I don't think it's one-
off, I think it's a trend for the future."

TikTok and other tech giants have faced criticism for their energy use. Back in July
2022, a report from the FT found the electricity use of large companies including
Microsoft, Oracle, LG, Huawei, Amazon, and Dell was making it harder to build
more homes in London. Due to the electricity grid running out of capacity, the report
stated the capital could face a ban on new housing projects until 2035.

An earlier report from 2019 by EirGrid, Ireland's electrical grid operator, found
similar conclusions for that country, which is a popular base for global companies'
European data centers.

It found that data centers can often require the "same amount of energy as a large
town," and could account for "29% of electricity demand in Ireland by 2028."
TikTok's presence in Norway is unlikely to diminish, given the company's recent
announcement it wants to achieve carbon net-zero by 2030.

The country has a surplus of renewable energy (mostly hydropower), and is a popular
destination for data centers due to cold temperatures which reduce the requirement to
use power cooling down the computers.
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TikTok also has plans to build what will be the largest data center campus in Norway
by November 2023.

Putin snubbed Xi back after their one-sided summit with a nuclear announcement
that directly undermines China.
Tom Porter (tporter@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider

Russian President Vladimir Putin and China's President Xi Jinping at the Kremlin in
Moscow on March 21, 2023. © PAVEL BYRKIN/SPUTNIK/AFP via Getty Images

Putin 'humiliated' China's Xi Jinping a week after their summit, a former US
ambassador said.

Michael McFaul said Putin's decision to station nukes in Belarus was a snub to Xi.
Putin and Xi strengthened their alliance at a summit in Moscow last week, but
tensions remain.

Russian President Vladimir Putin "humiliated" China's President Xi Jinping by
revealing plans to station nuclear weapons in Belarus, according to former US
Ambassador to Russia Michael McFaul.

The announcement, made on Saturday, marks the first time since the collapse of the
Soviet Union that Russia has said it will store tactical nuclear weapons on foreign
soil.

McFaul pointed to the timing of the announcement, saying it had come just days after
Russia issued a joint statement with China in which they declared their opposition to
countries stationing nuclear weapons abroad.

"Not very respectful to his 'good friend' Xi!" tweeted McFaul, who is currently a
professor of Political Science at Stanford University.
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McFaul said the announcement would particularly rankle Beijing given that Belarus'
President, Viktor Lukashenko, had recently made a state visit to China.

"Both Putin and Lukashenko humiliated Xi. Remember, Luka was just treated to a
fancy state visit to China. Xi just came to Moscow. Can't imagine this decision is
going down well in Beijing," he tweeted.

Xi signalled to Russia last November that the use of nuclear weapons in Ukraine
would be a red line, Politico said.

China has handed the Russian economy a lifeline amid punishing sanctions over the
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine, and has refrained from criticizing Russia's invasion,
providing the Kremlin with crucial diplomatic support.

At last week's summit, Putin and Xi presented a common front against the global
power of the US and its allies.

However, analysts told Insider that the summit indicated that the balance of
power between Russia and China had tipped in China's favour, and that Xi had
secured lucrative access to the Russian economy while offering little in terms of extra
support.

Xi appeared to press home the advantage last week, by inviting Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan to the first China-Central Asia summit, the
AFP news agency reported.

The states are all former members of the Soviet Union, and long regarded as part of
Russia's sphere of influence.

Prince Harry not expected to see Charles or William despite surprise return to UK
Pa Reporters (Evening Standard) - ES

The Duke of Sussex has made a surprise return to the UK for the first time since the
late Queen’s funeral – but is not expected to meet with the King or the Prince of
Wales.
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Associated Newspapers libel case© PA Wire

His trip – for a High Court hearing in London in his claim against Daily Mail
publisher Associated Newspapers over allegations of unlawful information-gathering
– will be seen as demonstrating the strength of his determination over the legal action.

Just weeks ago, Harry laid bare his troubled relationship with his father the King and
brother the Prince of Wales in his controversial autobiography Spare.

The King was due to be away on Monday on the first official state visit of his reign,
but the trip to France was canceled due to rioting over pension reforms,
meaning Charles is now in the UK at the same time as Harry for the first time in six
months.

But Buckingham Palace said the King was not in Windsor or London and would be
leaving for a state visit to Germany on Wednesday morning.
Harry is also unlikely to be meeting up with William.

The Prince and Princess of Wales and their children Prince George, Princess
Charlotte and Prince Louis are not currently in Windsor because of the youngsters’
school Easter holidays.

The Duke and Duchess of Sussex have been asked to vacate their UK home Frogmore
Cottage on the Windsor estate, in a move sanctioned by the King, meaning Harry
could spend some of his time packing up any remaining possessions.

The duke is also taking legal action against the Home Office over security
arrangements when he is in the UK, raising questions about his own security
provisions during this visit.

It has not been confirmed yet whether Harry and Meghan will be at the King’s
coronation in less than six weeks’ time.
Palace staff have reportedly been told to factor the Sussexes into the arrangements.
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The couple, who have begun using titles for their children Prince Archie and Princess
Lilibet, have not said if they will attend the May 6 ceremony, which falls on Archie’s
fourth birthday.

New Footage Shows Putin Sending Ancient T-62MV Tanks to Ukraine
Peter Suciu - 1945

Spotted on Social Media: T-62MVs Headed to Ukraine - A video shared on social
media on Sunday afternoon purported to show a significant number of T-62MVs
heading off to Ukraine.

T-62 in Ukraine© Provided by 1945

The Cold War medium tanks had recently completed the process of "modernization at
the 103rd Armored Tank Repair Plant in the Southeast" and will now head to
the frontlines, the open source intelligence monitor OSINTdefender
(@sentdefender) said in its post.

At least a dozen tanks could be seen in the 27-second-long clip, and it is likely more
than 100 of the refurbished tanks were loaded onto the train.

Russia’s Old Tanks Seeing New Use in Ukraine
Following the dissolution of the Soviet Union more than 30 years, Russia inherited
vast stocks of the T-62, and most have remained in storage until now. Production of
the tanks ended in the early 1980s, while the upgraded T-62MVs first entered service
in 1985 – the final update of the Cold War-era armored vehicles.

However, only a small number of these were actually fitted with the Kontakt-1
explosive reactive armor (ERA).

As of last year, some 800 T-62Ms that had been in storage began to receive
overhauls and upgrades. All of these retained the BDD turret armor but received the
Kontakt-1 ERA on the glacis plate. Some of the enhanced tanks have been equipped
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with slat armor at the turret sides and rear, while metal cage armor on the turret roof
has also been encountered among those already sent to Ukraine. Other
upgrades reportedly include the 1PN-96MT-02 gunner thermal sight.

Western experts have suggested that the deployment of the T-62 – and news
that even older T-54/55s could also be upgraded and sent to Ukraine – speaks of the
desperation Russia faces as it has lost thousands of tanks and other vehicles in the
year-long war.

The proverbial deck will also be increasingly stacked in Kyiv's favor, as it will be
equipped with more modern Ukrainian T-72s, and in the coming weeks German-made
Leopard 2– the latter considered the best main battle tank (MBT) in service in the
world today.

In addition, Ukrainian forces still have vast stockpiles of man-portable anti-tank
weapons that were developed to take out even advanced/modern MBTs, and which
would be more than ideal for taking out these Cold War relics.

Busy Workers?
The workers at the 103 Armored Repair Plant are likely working around the clock to
refurbish the stocks of the old tanks. The plant, which is located in the Trans-Baikal
Territory of Siberia and the Russian Far East, is one of the largest defense enterprises
in the region.

Construction of the facility began during the Second World War, and its location was
chosen to keep it out of the range of German bombers. However, it was after the war
in 1946 that it became operational.

What is noteworthy is that in 1992, the production of old vehicles was completely
discontinued, and from 1993, the plant switched entirely to repairing more modern
vehicles including the T-72 and BMP-2 infantry fighting vehicle. It is thus unclear
what was needed to refocus on the older platforms including the T-54/55 and T-62s
again.

However, how much effort is actually being put towards the effort isn’t known.
A 2012 profile on the facility described the process of repairing military equipment,
including tanks, as being extremely complicated.

"A tank that drives into the factory is literally dismantled to the last detail, of which
there are about a thousand. Each of them goes to a specialized workshop. Already
there it is cleaned, defective, repaired, and checked if necessary," the profile noted.

Of course, today, it is likely the process is far less complicated. It seems these tanks
are getting fresh paint, some improved optics, and a little additional armor and are
being sent on their way.

Ukraine Touts Success in Bakhmut Amid Russian Onslaught
Andrew Stanton - Newsweek

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/putin-says-he-could-put-tactical-nuclear-weapons-in-belarus-by-summer/ar-AA195oUH?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=5dcdb9ba7c2b47f79378230decdd9e25%26ei=44%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/putin-says-he-could-put-tactical-nuclear-weapons-in-belarus-by-summer/ar-AA195oUH?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=5dcdb9ba7c2b47f79378230decdd9e25%26ei=44%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/putin-says-he-could-put-tactical-nuclear-weapons-in-belarus-by-summer/ar-AA195oUH?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=5dcdb9ba7c2b47f79378230decdd9e25%26ei=44%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/additional-attacks-on-american-bases-in-syria-friday-after-us-retaliatory-airstrikes/ar-AA190Acv?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=5dcdb9ba7c2b47f79378230decdd9e25%26ei=66%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/taiwan-residents-flee-remote-islands-as-china-severs-internet-sea-cables/ar-AA195eun?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=5dcdb9ba7c2b47f79378230decdd9e25%26ei=81%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/taiwan-residents-flee-remote-islands-as-china-severs-internet-sea-cables/ar-AA195eun?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=5dcdb9ba7c2b47f79378230decdd9e25%26ei=81%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/taiwan-residents-flee-remote-islands-as-china-severs-internet-sea-cables/ar-AA195eun?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=5dcdb9ba7c2b47f79378230decdd9e25%26ei=81%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/taiwan-residents-flee-remote-islands-as-china-severs-internet-sea-cables/ar-AA195eun?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=5dcdb9ba7c2b47f79378230decdd9e25%26ei=81%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/south-reels-from-deadly-tornado-outbreak-as-new-storm-takes-aim-in-the-west/ar-AA1984jA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=78354df2dbdf4a138130fac0b930e03a%26ei=22%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/south-reels-from-deadly-tornado-outbreak-as-new-storm-takes-aim-in-the-west/ar-AA1984jA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=78354df2dbdf4a138130fac0b930e03a%26ei=22%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/south-reels-from-deadly-tornado-outbreak-as-new-storm-takes-aim-in-the-west/ar-AA1984jA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=78354df2dbdf4a138130fac0b930e03a%26ei=22%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/south-reels-from-deadly-tornado-outbreak-as-new-storm-takes-aim-in-the-west/ar-AA1984jA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=78354df2dbdf4a138130fac0b930e03a%26ei=22%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/south-reels-from-deadly-tornado-outbreak-as-new-storm-takes-aim-in-the-west/ar-AA1984jA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=78354df2dbdf4a138130fac0b930e03a%26ei=22%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/north-korean-forced-into-marriages-sex-slavery-in-china-s-red-zone-human-rights-group-says/ar-AA196NwH?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=78354df2dbdf4a138130fac0b930e03a%26ei=38%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/north-korean-forced-into-marriages-sex-slavery-in-china-s-red-zone-human-rights-group-says/ar-AA196NwH?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=78354df2dbdf4a138130fac0b930e03a%26ei=38%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/anger-in-taiwan-boasting-in-china-in-wake-of-honduras-switch/ar-AA196PVo?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=78354df2dbdf4a138130fac0b930e03a%26ei=70%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/other/weapons-firm-says-it-can-t-meet-soaring-demand-for-artillery-shells-because-a-tiktok-data-center-is-eating-all-the-electricity/ar-AA197Q76?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=78354df2dbdf4a138130fac0b930e03a%26ei=93%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/putin-snubbed-xi-back-after-their-one-sided-summit-with-a-nuclear-announcement-that-directly-undermines-china/ar-AA1984Ay?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=78354df2dbdf4a138130fac0b930e03a%26ei=98%26fullscreen=true
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidaxe/2023/02/25/russias-tank-plan-take-a-60-year-old-t-62-install-new-optics-send-it-to-ukraine-to-get-blown-up/
https://www.19fortyfive.com/2023/03/putin-has-a-problem-he-has-to-send-ancient-t-62-tanks-to-fight-in-ukraine/
https://www.thearmorylife.com/t-55-tanks/
https://www.19fortyfive.com/2023/03/ukraine-pictures-show-putin-sending-ancient-t-54-tanks-to-war/
https://www.19fortyfive.com/2023/03/ukraine-pictures-show-putin-sending-ancient-t-54-tanks-to-war/
https://en.topwar.ru/18901-103-y-bronetankovyy-remontnyy-zavod.html


Ukrainian military leaders touted success on Sunday in Bakhmut following months of
bloody combat against Russia for control of the city in the Dontesk oblast.

Above, an image shows Ukrainian soldiers in Bakhmut on March 24, 2023. Ukraine
military leaders on Sunday said their forces managed to “stabilize the situation” in

the Donetsk city after months of intense combat for its control.© ARIS
MESSINIS/AFP via Getty Images

Serhii Cherevaty, the spokesperson for Ukraine's Eastern Military Command, said
Sunday that Ukrainian forces have managed to "stabilize the situation" around the
city, which has become the site of some of the most intense fighting of the Russia-
Ukraine war, according to The Kyiv Independent.

The Russian military has sought to deliver a victory in Bakhmut to counter a narrative
that their invasion of Ukraine has stagnated. Russian President Vladimir
Putin launched the "special military invasion" last February, but his military has
struggled to make substantial progress after more than a year of fighting amid reports
of low morale and other challenges faced by troops.

Russian forces have fought alongside the Wagner Group, a paramilitary unit, in
Bakhmut for months in hopes of victory, but recent reports have indicated that
Russian offenses have slowed in recent weeks, the latest blow to Putin as he seeks to
turn the tide of the war in his favor.

Both militaries continue to fight for control of the city, control of which is seen
as more symbolic than strategic. However, the intensity of combat has lessened,
Cherevatyi said, according to The Kyiv Independent.
"Yesterday, there were 18 assaults on the entire Bakhmut front, today there were 17.
Before that, there were from 35 to 50 or more. However, this requires more detailed
verification and analysis," Cherevatyi said.

He added that Russia has recently lost more military equipment—including a tank, an
amphibious assault vehicle, an infantry fighting vehicle, a self-propelled gun, two
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drones, a company command and observation post, and 10 field ammunition depots—
while trying to take the city.
Meanwhile, Ukrainian General Valery Zaluzhny said on Friday that the front line
situation in Bakhmut remains "the toughest," but offered some optimism for
Ukrainian troops.
"Due to the tremendous efforts of the Defense Forces, we are managing to stabilize
the situation," he said, according to The Moscow Times.

Russia's Bakhmut Offensive Has Stalled, Analysts Say
The remarks from Ukrainian military authorities reflect the latest indication that
Russia's military actions in Bakhmut have slowed.
The United Kingdom's Ministry of Defense said in an intelligence update on Saturday
that Russian offensives in Bakhmut "has largely stalled" amid "extreme attrition of the
Russian force," noting that Russia and Ukraine have suffered high troop losses.

The update indicated that Russia has appeared to shift its focus toward nearby
Avdiivka, a town south of Bakhmut.
"This suggests an overall return to a more defensive operational design after
inconclusive results from its attempts to conduct a general offensive since January,"
the update reads.

However, Russia's progress in Avdiivka also appears to be slowing, according to
former Russian commander Igor Girkin, who wrote in a Telegram post on Sunday
that there has been "no progress in the last two days" due to "insufficient forces."

China Warns Taiwan Leader to Avoid McCarthy as She Visits US
Bloomberg News

(Bloomberg) -- China warned the US and Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen that any
meeting with House Speaker Kevin McCarthy would be a serious provocation, raising
the stakes for her trip to the US.

Tsai left Taipei on Wednesday bound for New York on a plane that was guarded by F-
16 fighters as it headed over the Pacific. She’ll later visit two Central American allies,
and on the way home she’s planning to stop in Los Angeles, where she’s expected to
meet with McCarthy.
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Scenes From Taiwan As Tsai Prepares For US Visit© Photographer: Annabelle
Chih/Getty Images AsiaPac

“We resolutely oppose this and will definitely take measures to respond,” Zhu
Fenglian, spokeswoman for China’s Taiwan Affairs Office, said at a regular press
briefing in Beijing, when asked about the potential meeting. She gave no further
details.

“If she meets with McCarthy, it will be another provocation that severely violates the
one-China principle, damages China’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, and
sabotages peace and stability of Taiwan Strait,” Zhu said.

Just before she boarded her flight, Tsai said that “pressure won’t stop us.” “We
won’t give in and won’t be provocative,” she said.

Then-House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit in August last year to Taipei prompted
China to respond with unprecedented military exercises simulating a naval blockade
of the island — an event that could someday serve as a prelude to an actual invasion.

Taiwan leaders have routinely transited through the US over the years, with Tsai
herself making six previous stops. Her last such transit through Denver in 2019
elicited complaints from Chinese state media that the the US “risks damaging the
most important bilateral relationship in the world.”

Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan last year, coupled with rising tensions between the US and
China over everything from Russia’s war in Ukraine to advanced technology, make
this trip more sensitive. Ahead of Tsai’s visit, White House National Security Advisor
Jake Sullivan spoke with China’s top diplomat Wang Yi on Friday in a call that
neither side publicized, people familiar with the matter said.

US-China ties plummeted in February when the US shot down a Chinese balloon it
said was spying, prompting Secretary of State Antony Blinken to cancel a trip to the
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Asian nation. China has since rebuffed US efforts to set up a phone call between
President Joe Biden and counterpart Xi Jinping, which would be their first
conversation since they met in November and pledged to steady the relationship.

China’s reaction will also likely be influenced by an upcoming presidential election in
Taiwan. Tsai’s pro-independence ruling party has tended to benefit whenever Beijing
reacts aggressively toward her government.

“Beijing will be watching quite closely and will calibrate their response accordingly,”
said Amanda Hsiao, a senior analyst at Crisis Group in Taiwan. “It’s not to say that
Beijing won’t respond harshly. I think that depends on how that trip is managed.”

Tsai is unlikely to use this moment to “push boundaries,” Hsiao said, partly to avoid
“accusations of being provocative by Taiwanese voters.”

Taiwan hasn’t released details of Tsai’s itinerary while in the US. The Financial
Times reported that Tsai may speak at an event on Thursday organized by the
conservative Hudson Institute.

Any Tsai meeting with McCarthy “puts the ball in Beijing’s court,” according to Ja
Ian Chong, an associate professor of political science at the National University of
Singapore.
“Beijing has to decide how strongly it wants to respond,” he said. “Too weak a
reaction may seem like acceptance. Too strong a response may appear to be an
overreaction.”

*** Updates with remarks from Tsai Ing-wen.

The Nashville school shooter's parents thought the assailant shouldn't have guns,
but the shooter bought 7 guns legally and hid them, police say
Natalie Musumeci &Grace Eliza Goodwin (nmusumeci (@insider.com) - Insider
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View of a memorial for the fallen at the school entrance after a deadly shooting at the
Covenant School in Nashville, Tennessee, on March 28, 2023. Austin

Anthony/Reuters© Austin Anthony/Reuters

A breakdown of gun terminology to help you in discussions on mass shootings and
debates over gun control.

The language surrounding firearms can be tricky.
"Assault weapons," for example, is among the most divisive phrases in debates over
gun control. There's been a renewed discussion over gun control following recent
mass shootings.

Given the ongoing and divisive debate over gun control in the US, it's helpful to
understand the breakdown of some of the most important terms that frequently come
up after high-profile mass shootings.

Some of these terms might appear inconsequential, but they relate strongly to
discussions on what type of guns and firearm accessories might be regulated more
strictly or even banned. And some in the pro-Second Amendment camp have been
known to mock people calling for new gun laws when they use incorrect firearm
terminology.

In the renewed discussion surrounding gun control following high-profile mass
shootings in Nashville, Tennessee, Colorado Springs, Highland Park,
Illinois, and Uvalde, Texas, familiar disagreements are arising over terminology
surrounding firearms.

Here's a summary of some of the more common and contentious terms linked to guns
and the broader discourse surrounding them in the US.
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The parents of the Nashville, Tennessee, school shooter believed that the assailant
shouldn't have owned guns — but the attacker legally purchased seven firearms and
hid them at the family's home, police said on Tuesday.

The 28-year-old shooter who killed three 9-year-olds and three adult staffers at The
Covenant School on Monday morning had been under a doctor's care for "an
emotional disorder," Metropolitan Nashville Police Chief John Drake told reporters
on Tuesday, without elaborating.

"Law enforcement knew nothing about the treatment [the shooter] was receiving, but
[the shooter's] parents felt [the shooter] should not own weapons," Drake said,
adding that authorities interviewed the parents.

The assailant's parents were "under the impression" that the shooter had one weapon,
sold it, and did not have any more firearms, police chief said.
"As it turned out [the shooter] had been hiding several weapons within the house,"
Drake said.

Police determined that the shooter had legally bought seven firearms from five
Nashville-area gun stores and used three of those weapons during the mass shooting
at the Christian elementary school where they were a former student, Drake said.
Nashville police initially said the shooter was female and identified as transgender,
but on Monday told Insider that the term "may have been used prematurely."

Since-deleted social media pages that appear to belong to the shooter used he/him
pronouns, and a male name was written on one of the shooter's guns. But police
couldn't confirm the shooter's gender identity.

Mental illness is not linked with increased violence, according to the Association of
Medical Colleges; however, poor mental health has been causally linked to increased
suicide — and to suicide by firearms, the organization said, citing a 2020 study.

Gun violence expert James Alan Fox told Insider that it's difficult to keep weapons out
of the hands of "dangerous individuals" who haven't lost their right to own firearms.
"People want to keep dangerous weapons out of the hands of dangerous individuals,
but it's far easier to articulate than achieve," said Fox, a professor of criminology,
law, and public policy at Massachusetts' Northeastern University.

Fox said that concerned family members can get someone's weapons taken away "if
they can prove to or convince a judge that person is dangerous themselves or others,
but if they didn't know [the shooter] had guns, then that wouldn't apply."
Fox called gun laws in the United States "insufficient," saying, "there's only so much
laws can accomplish."

"I favor, as do many Americans, universal background checks, but that wouldn't solve
this because [the shooter] passed the background check," Fox said of the shooter.
Adam Winkler, a professor at the University of California, Los Angeles School of Law,
added: "Traditionally, American law doesn't really allow other people to control what
you do."
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"If that person's allowed to do something by law such as purchase a gun, there's not
much family and friends can do to stop them from doing so other than persuasion and
outreach to the person," Winkler said.

Even if it was known that a person had been undergoing psychiatric evaluation,
Winkler said, "that generally wouldn't be enough either."
"You have to have been adjudicated in order to be prohibited from having a firearm,"
said Winkler. "And certainly we don't prohibit anyone who's seeking psychiatric
counseling. We don't prohibit them as a class from having access to guns."

The Nashville police chief said hypothetically that if someone had told police that the
shooter was "suicidal or that [the shooter] was going to kill someone" then
authorities would have tried to get those weapons out of the attacker's possession.
"As it stands, we had absolutely no idea of, actually, who this person was," Drake
noted, saying the shooter was off their radar.

Additionally, Drake said that before Monday's massacre at the school, the attacker
left the home — where police say the assailant lived with their family — with a red
bag and the parents confronted the shooter about what was in it.

The shooter's parents asked them what was in the bag, but they never got an answer
and didn't look inside, Drake said.
The shooter's mother "didn't know her [child] had any weapons and didn't think
differently," said Drake.
"Again, they lost a child, so it's very traumatic for them," the police chief said of the
shooter's parents.

Police ultimately shot and killed the shooter inside the school.
Meanwhile, authorities have not determined a motive in the school shooting, and
police believe the students were "randomly targeted."

Notorious Russian Colonel Who Oversaw Slaughter Of Hundreds Of Ukrainian
Troops Is Found Dead
Dave Malyon Knewz

Russian Colonel Dmitry Lisitsky, who was responsible for war crimes in Ukraine, was
found dead with a gunshot wound in his home city.

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/putin-says-he-could-put-tactical-nuclear-weapons-in-belarus-by-summer/ar-AA195oUH?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=5dcdb9ba7c2b47f79378230decdd9e25%26ei=44%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/putin-says-he-could-put-tactical-nuclear-weapons-in-belarus-by-summer/ar-AA195oUH?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=5dcdb9ba7c2b47f79378230decdd9e25%26ei=44%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/putin-says-he-could-put-tactical-nuclear-weapons-in-belarus-by-summer/ar-AA195oUH?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=5dcdb9ba7c2b47f79378230decdd9e25%26ei=44%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/additional-attacks-on-american-bases-in-syria-friday-after-us-retaliatory-airstrikes/ar-AA190Acv?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=5dcdb9ba7c2b47f79378230decdd9e25%26ei=66%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/taiwan-residents-flee-remote-islands-as-china-severs-internet-sea-cables/ar-AA195eun?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=5dcdb9ba7c2b47f79378230decdd9e25%26ei=81%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/taiwan-residents-flee-remote-islands-as-china-severs-internet-sea-cables/ar-AA195eun?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=5dcdb9ba7c2b47f79378230decdd9e25%26ei=81%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/taiwan-residents-flee-remote-islands-as-china-severs-internet-sea-cables/ar-AA195eun?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=5dcdb9ba7c2b47f79378230decdd9e25%26ei=81%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/taiwan-residents-flee-remote-islands-as-china-severs-internet-sea-cables/ar-AA195eun?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=5dcdb9ba7c2b47f79378230decdd9e25%26ei=81%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/south-reels-from-deadly-tornado-outbreak-as-new-storm-takes-aim-in-the-west/ar-AA1984jA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=78354df2dbdf4a138130fac0b930e03a%26ei=22%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/south-reels-from-deadly-tornado-outbreak-as-new-storm-takes-aim-in-the-west/ar-AA1984jA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=78354df2dbdf4a138130fac0b930e03a%26ei=22%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/south-reels-from-deadly-tornado-outbreak-as-new-storm-takes-aim-in-the-west/ar-AA1984jA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=78354df2dbdf4a138130fac0b930e03a%26ei=22%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/south-reels-from-deadly-tornado-outbreak-as-new-storm-takes-aim-in-the-west/ar-AA1984jA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=78354df2dbdf4a138130fac0b930e03a%26ei=22%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/south-reels-from-deadly-tornado-outbreak-as-new-storm-takes-aim-in-the-west/ar-AA1984jA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=78354df2dbdf4a138130fac0b930e03a%26ei=22%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/north-korean-forced-into-marriages-sex-slavery-in-china-s-red-zone-human-rights-group-says/ar-AA196NwH?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=78354df2dbdf4a138130fac0b930e03a%26ei=38%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/north-korean-forced-into-marriages-sex-slavery-in-china-s-red-zone-human-rights-group-says/ar-AA196NwH?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=78354df2dbdf4a138130fac0b930e03a%26ei=38%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/anger-in-taiwan-boasting-in-china-in-wake-of-honduras-switch/ar-AA196PVo?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=78354df2dbdf4a138130fac0b930e03a%26ei=70%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/other/weapons-firm-says-it-can-t-meet-soaring-demand-for-artillery-shells-because-a-tiktok-data-center-is-eating-all-the-electricity/ar-AA197Q76?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=78354df2dbdf4a138130fac0b930e03a%26ei=93%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/putin-snubbed-xi-back-after-their-one-sided-summit-with-a-nuclear-announcement-that-directly-undermines-china/ar-AA1984Ay?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=78354df2dbdf4a138130fac0b930e03a%26ei=98%26fullscreen=true
https://www.insider.com/nashville-school-shooting-body-camera-video-police-officers-kill-shooter-2023-3


Notorious Russian Colonel Who Oversaw Slaughter Of Hundreds Of Ukrainian
Troops Is Found Dead© Knewz

Colonel Dmitry Lisitsky In Uniform. Facebook/Chris Dawe© Knewz

The cause of his death is disputed, with conflicting reports from the Ukrainian and
Russian sides – one side claims it was an elimination while the other is calling it
suicide, respectively.

Yuri Butusov, who was the first to report the news to the Western world, claimed that
Lisitsky was “liquidated” as retribution for the 2014 ‘Ilovaisk cauldron’ massacre in
the Donetsk region, where more than 350 Ukrainian servicemen were killed after pro-
Russian troops mowed down retreating Ukrainians during a ceasefire. The man
responsible for the carnage was Lisitsky.
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A damaged tank at the “Ilovaisk cauldron” in 2014. Facebook/Target Down© Knewz

Putin’s reaction to the massacre was to give the commander of Russia’s first Airborne
Assault Battalion of the 247th Airborne Assault Regiment the nation’s highest medal,
“the Hero of Russia.”

The Russians on the other hand, are claiming that the colonel took his own life with
his hunting rifle in his Stavropol apartment. The latter according to Russian sources
is a result of a depression brought on by a complaint about his behavior against his
own side in the ongoing war in Ukraine.

A Bombed Apartment In The Embattled Kherson. Facebook© Knewz
According to these sources, Lisitsky’s colleagues confirmed the colonel’s ailing

psychological state.

Butusov also claimed that the colonel’s battalion was routed in the battle for Kharkiv
and took severe losses while retreating, and on September 9, 2022, it was reported
that the colonel had lost an entire unit in the Kerson region.
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A wrecked armored vehicle at the “Ilovaisk cauldron” in 2014. Facebook/Target
Dawn© Knewz

Since the start of the war, Ukrainian sources claim that fourteen high-ranking
Russian generals have been killed.

Although some of these claims are contested by Russia, a minimum of four deaths
have been validated by both sides while dozens of lower-ranking Russian military
officers have been eliminated, per Daily Mail.

Pregnant Russians Fleeing To Argentina To Make Sure Their Children Are Not
Born Under Putin's Rule
Connor Surmonte - Radar Online

Pregnant Russian women are reportedly fleeing to Argentina to make sure their
newborn children are not born under the rule of Vladimir
Putin, RadarOnline.com has learned.

Mega© Radar Online
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In a surprising development to come after Argentina condemned Russia
for invading Ukraine, the South American country revealed at least 10,000 expecting
mothers have arrived in the nation since February 2022.

Mega© Radar Online

According to Daily Star, the phenomenon has been dubbed “birth tourism” because
the majority of the mothers will leave Argentina and return to Russia shortly after
their children are born.
“5,800 of them were in the last three months, many of them declaring they were in the
33rd or 34th week of pregnancy,” Florencia Carignano, Argentina’s immigration
office director, recently said.

Mega© Radar Online

“Everyone is looking for options,” she continued. “The problem is that they arrive,
have their children and then leave Argentina never to come back.”
“We cannot allow them to shamelessly lie to us saying that they are tourists when
they are not.”
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Official statistics reportedly estimate at least 7,000 pregnant Russians have already
left Argentina after giving birth, while roughly 3,000 more remain in Argentina as
they wait to deliver their children.

Some of the women who have returned to Russia have reportedly hired lawyers to sort
out the citizenship of their newborns, although Carignano has since launched efforts
to crack down on the “birth tourism” taking place in Argentina.

Mega© Radar Online

“What we are doing is suspending residence permits of those Russians who came
here to receive a residence permit because their child is an Argentinian national,
however, they spent more time abroad than in Argentina,” she explained.

“If the court, despite this information, wants to provide a person who doesn't and has
never lived in Argentina with a citizenship, that's on them,” Carignano continued.
“We are canceling permits for these Russians.”
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Meanwhile, one lawyer representing some of the pregnant women fleeing to
Argentina to give birth recently claimed the expecting mothers are refugees trying to
escape from Putin’s rule and the ongoing war against Ukraine.

“In Vladimir Putin’s regime, not agreeing to the war is enough for one to go to jail or
for members of her family to be sent to the frontline of battle,” attorney Christian
Rubila argued.

Hungary reproaches Sweden for its moral superiority and disrespect as a reason
not to endorse NATO membership
Barbara O’Sullivan - News 360

The Hungarian government has acknowledged that the delay in ratification for
Sweden to join NATO is due to a series of ''grievances'' attributed to the authorities of
the Nordic country, which it has accused of acting with ''moral superiority'' and of
incurring ''disrespect'' for their criticism of Hungarian legislation.

Viktor Orbán, Prime Minister of Hungary, at the Hungarian Parliament - Europa
Press/Contacto/Attila Volgyi© Provided by News 360

The Hungarian Parliament has already given the green light to Finland's membership
in the Atlantic Alliance, but has not set a date for the debate concerning Sweden, in
line with the position also held by Turkey. To join NATO, a candidate country needs
the approval of all member states.

Viktor Orbán's government has gone from not publicly opposing the accession of the
two Nordic countries to delaying the parliamentary process and, now, to explaining
that the Swedish case remains paralyzed until ''a large number of grievances'' are
clarified, as the main government spokesman, Zoltan Kovacs, pointed out on
Wednesday.

In this sense, he considers that Swedish leaders of different ideologies maintain a
''hostile attitude'', attributed even to the current Prime Minister, Ulf Kristersson, to
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whom Budapest recalls his call for greater pressure on Orbán from the European
Commission.

All this from a ''throne'' of ''moral superiority'', according to Kovacs, who then
recalled that it is in Sweden where there have been protests in which copies of the
Koran have been burned. For the spokesman, these burnings and the Swedish
justifications appealing to freedom of expression are a ''provocation'' against Turkey.

Kovacs has clarified that these criticisms do not imply that Hungary is against
Sweden's accession to NATO, but he does see a need to ''clear the air'' before moving
forward after years in which bilateral relations have deteriorated. It is in this interest
that he frames the recent trip of a delegation from the Hungarian Parliament to
Stockholm.

''However, it seems that the Swedish government simply does not care,'' Kovacs has
lamented, noting that ''the security of the region is at stake'' in this whole controversy.
''It would be good if the Swedes would start accepting our common goals, but it seems
that they are not letting go of the rancor at the moment,'' he added.

Russia says Ukraine using long-range US artillery
Agence France-Presse - India Today

Moscow announced Tuesday it had for the first time downed a long-range rocket
supplied to Ukraine by the United States, weapons Kyiv said were key to an
anticipated counter-attack against Russian forces.

Russia says Ukraine using long-range US artillery© Provided by India Today

The statement from Russia's defence ministry came a day after Ukraine said it
received modern Leopard and Challenger battle tanks from Germany and the United
Kingdom to push back Moscow's army in east and southern Ukraine.
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Fighting in recent months between Russian and Ukrainian forces has concentrated on
the eastern city of Bakhmut, and Kyiv says it is holding out in the Donetsk region
urban hub to exhaust Russian forces and then more easily push them back.

"Air defence (forces) downed... a GLSDB guided rocket," Russia's defence ministry
said in a statement, referring to ground-launched small-diameter bombs produced by
Boeing and the Saab Group.

These devices have a range of up to 150 kilometres (93 miles), which would threaten
Russian positions and supply depots far behind the front lines.
The Pentagon announced last month it was providing Ukraine with artillery as part of
a $2.2 billion arms package.

"This gives them a longer-range capability... that will enable them to conduct
operations in defence of their country and to take back their sovereign territory,"
Pentagon spokesman Pat Ryder said at the time.

Ukraine had been asking the United States for munitions that can fly farther than the
HIMARS rockets, which have an 80-kilometre range.
The West had been wary of supplying the weapons over concerns Kyiv could use them
to target Russia.

HIMARS played an important role in Ukraine's recapture of Kherson in the south last
year, but the GLSDB potentially gives Ukrainian forces an ability to strike anywhere
in the Russian-held parts of Ukraine.

'Wear down' Russian forces at Bakhmut
That could threaten key Russian supply lines, arms depots and air bases.
The Kremlin has consistently said the Western arms deliveries to Ukraine would
ultimately not have any impact on the battlefield and only prolong the conflict and
Ukrainians' suffering.

Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelensky at the time tweeted his thanks to President Joe
Biden for the new aid.
"The more long-range our weapons are and the more mobile our troops are the
sooner Russia's brutal aggression will end," he said.

Russia's key military objective of its invasion is the complete capture of the Donetsk
region, which it already claimed to have annexed last year even as fighting there is
ongoing. The longest and bloodiest battle of the war so far is unfolding in Bakhmut, a
largely emptied and destroyed salt mining town.

The commander of Ukraine's ground forces Oleksandr Syrskyi said Tuesday that
Russian forces were still working to encircle the city.
"Our main task is to wear down the masses of enemy forces and inflict heavy losses
on them. This will make it possible to create the needed conditions to facilitate the
liberation of Ukrainian land and speed up our victory," he added.

A key concern for both sides is ammunition supplies. Both Russia and Kyiv are racing
to shore up supplies with the EU vowing last week a 2 billion euro munitions package.
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Russian Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu meanwhile visited ammunition production
facilities in central Russia, the ministry said and praised work to increase the
production of shells for the armed forces in Ukraine.
"By the end of this year, the manufacture of individual units will increase by 7-8
times," the ministry added in the statement.

Female Russian Medics Are Being 'Passed Around' Between Kremlin Officers,
Source Claims
Haley Gunn - Radar Online

Female Russian medics sent to the Ukrainian front-lines have allegedly been forced to
become intimate with Kremlin officers, RadarOnline.com has learned.

mega© Radar Online

A so-called "field wife" made the disturbing accusation, as numerous atrocities under
orders from Vladimir Putin have been exposed as the Russia/Ukraine war raged on.
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According to a report by Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, a "field wife" alleged that
female medics were being "passed around" between Kremlin officers. The woman,
known only as Margarita, claimed that women who became "field wives" were
expected to cook, clean, and meet the sexual needs of Russian officers.
Margarita claimed that women who objected or refused their alleged duties were
beaten.
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Throughout the disturbing interview, she recalled the severe trauma experienced at
the hands of Kremlin frontline leaders.

Margarita, a single mom, said that she left the Russian army in 2011 but decided to
rejoin the frontline effort 11 years later so she could provide for her family.
Margarita was reenlisted as a medic, but her role changed once she got to Ukraine.
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Margarita claimed that when she arrived at the Nizhny Novgorod training camp, a
colonel revealed his desire to make her his "field wife." The female medic said she
refused his advances, which allegedly caused the colonel to instruct other officers to
make her life difficult.

She alleged she was forced to sleep outside while others enjoyed the shelter of a tent.
Margarita said she continued to reject the colonel and was sent to the front-lines as
punishment. Margarita claimed she was one of seven women in her platoon targeted
by officers' sexual advances.
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The women reported the alleged abuse.
"When we went there no one knew what was going on there. And when we understood
everything, there was no turning back," Margarita said while recalling watching one
officer shoot his field wife.

The female medic said after the officer shot his field wife, which left her permanently
disabled, he shot himself in the hand so that it would look like he was defending the
woman from a Ukrainian attack.
Margarita said many women accepted their fate as field wives because they felt it was
better than fighting on the front-lines. Others pondered escape. Ultimately, the women
stayed with the troops in fear of retaliation against their families if they left.

This little country will help deliver a major blow to Putin's war
Mark Esper (Opinion) - Fox News
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Vilnius is the capital of Lithuania, a vibrant country of 2.8 million people just south of
Latvia and north of Poland, along the Baltic Sea. Its rich 800+ year history is marked
by conquest and subjugation, prosperity and poverty. Moscow, a day’s drive to the
east, seems to be the recurring threat throughout its existence. Indeed, this young
democracy shed the yoke of Soviet occupation just a mere thirty-three years ago.

For many, the Cold War is a vivid and terrible memory that has been triggered
by Vladimir Putin’s brutal invasion of Ukraine. It is said that history doesn’t repeat.

Yet one can’t help but see the Russian war crimes in Ukraine – murder, torture, rape,
and deportations on a mass scale, for example – as the same atrocities Moscow
committed against Lithuania and others from World War II onward.

Just tour the notorious KGB building-turned-museum in downtown Vilnius that
chronicles this awful tale over five decades to see how painfully obvious it is.

Putin is running out of ammunition in Ukraine: Rep. Michael McCaul© Provided by
FOX News

Not surprisingly, this tragic past guides Lithuanian strategic thinking and actions
today. It is why they are meeting their NATO funding commitments, contributing more
than their fair share of military assistance to Kyiv, and even hosting Ukrainian
families in their homes. Their example is prodding others to do the same.

Last week, in this proud city, I keynoted the annual Baltic Military Conference, a
gathering of national security experts and officials of all stripes where the major
issues facing NATO are debated. The war in Ukraine was naturally the main topic of
discussion, but the question on everyone’s mind was whether Washington would
continue to support Kyiv.

My answer often elicited a combination of relief and concern. Yes, I said, I believe the
U.S. will continue its support, even though polling indicates slippage among the
American people. To arrest this, I added, it is important that our nation’s political
leaders, beginning with President Joe Biden, clearly and often state our goals, our
strategy, and our reasons for acting.
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Moreover, they must do so in terms that are simple, straightforward, and compelling.
We have not heard this yet, unfortunately.

And while there are soft spots in both political parties for aiding Ukraine, we
Republicans have the additional burden of explaining to our larger "America First"
crowd that U.S. security is strengthened when we have good allies and partners, when
we help them defend themselves from autocrats who threaten our shared values and
interests, and that standing up to a dictator in Moscow sends the right message to
(and helps deter) the other, more challenging one in Beijing.

But I also told my European friends that they must do more. We need our NATO allies
to start meeting a commitment they made in 2014 to spend two percent of GDP on
defense. Only nine out of thirty members are currently doing so. Fact is, this should
be a floor that all our Western allies achieve.

Additionally, most countries need to ramp up their military support to Ukraine. The
U.S. and a few others cannot bear most of this burden. It only erodes public support
here at home when Americans believe we’re carrying the bulk of the load.

I suspect this sentiment, coupled with a skyrocketing national debt, helped birth the
"no blank check" statement by the Speaker of the House. Regardless, demanding
scrutiny and accountability for U.S. assistance, as I interpreted this remark, is not
unreasonable.

If these things happen, then I’m confident that U.S. support to Ukraine will indeed
continue, and that American leadership and credibility – so vital in the complex and
dangerous world we face today – will be sustained. Both are critical to success in this
first major fight of the 21st Century between autocracy and democracy.

This July, Vilnius will host the annual NATO summit. It will be a historic gathering
that, among other things, should see: two more countries – Sweden and Finland –
join the alliance; an agreement by member states to commit more of their GDP to
defense; an affirmation that NATO’s door remains open, especially for Ukraine and
Georgia; and finally, a celebration of a successful Ukrainian offensive that made
great progress in pushing Russian forces back to their own borders.

Such accomplishments would not only invigorate NATO and diminish Moscow, but
would also give all allies greater cause to continue assisting Kyiv while delivering a
major blow to Putin’s strategy of outlasting Western resolve.

It would also be a fitting tribute to do this all in Lithuania, a sturdy ally that has
punched above its weight and pushed back against Russian aggression for hundreds
of years.

El Salvador’s gang crackdown stretches to one-year mark with no sign of slowing
Caitlin McFall - Fox News
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El Salvador on Tuesday surpassed the one-year mark since the gang-ridden
nation began cracking down on organized crime under an emergency ordered anti-
gang measure that was originally intended to last for just one month.

Monday marked the one-year anniversary since President Nayib Bukele ordered the
crackdown following a particularly deadly day on March 27, 2022, in which 62
people were killed by gang violence in a single day.

Salvadorian lawmakers continued to renew the emergency powers each month
enabling the government to continue to crackdown on gangs and arrest more than
66,400 people over the last year.

Just over 4,300 of those arrested have since been released and some human rights
groups have flagged that the intense crackdown has led to 111 deaths of those
incarcerated, along with more than 5,800 suspected cases of rights violations.

Despite the fact that some rights have been suspended for the sake of the purge, gang-
related violence has dropped in El Salvador, which has long struggled to cope with
expansive gangs like MS-13 and Barrio 18. A recent poll suggested that the majority
of Salvadorians approve of the government crackdown with eight out of every 10 poll
takers across the nation giving it their stamp of approval.

Bukele championed the drop in homicides by taking to Twitter Monday to say that the
last homicide spike on March 27 was "one of the most difficult days of my life."
"Now, a year later, we closed with zero homicides, and March 2023 is on track to be
the safest month in our history," he added.

Gang members wait to be taken to their cell after 2000 gang members were
transferred to the Terrorism Confinement Center, according to El Salvador's
President Nayib Bukele, in Tecoluca, El Salvador, in this handout distributed to

Reuters on March 15, 2023. © Secretaria de Prensa de la Presidencia/Handout via
Reuters
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Under the emergency order police no longer need to inform the suspect why they are
being arrested or to inform them of their rights. The detained individual also does not
have a right to a lawyer and be held for up to 15 days without seeing a judge,
opposed to the previous 72-hour window they were guaranteed. Telephone taps can
also more easily be issued.

The Salvadorian government does not appear eager to reverse these special powers
as they continue to crack down on gangs and crime. Security Minister Gustavo
Villatoro also told a local television channel that be believes not even 35 percent of
the gang members spread across the country have yet been arrested.

Gang members wait to be taken to their cell after 2000 gang members were
transferred to the Terrorism Confinement Center, according to El Salvador's
President Nayib Bukele, in Tecoluca, El Salvador, in this handout distributed to

Reuters on March 15, 2023. © Secretaria de Prensa de la Presidencia/Handout via
Reuters

The conditions of Salvadorian prisons are notoriously poor with over-crowding as
swaths of men continue to pour in — though the prison system may see some relief as
El Salvador rolled out a new mega-prison specifically intended to hold up to 40,000
gang members earlier this month.
Human rights groups have repeatedly drawn attention to the harsh living conditions.
*** The Associated Press contributed to this report.

Russian State Media Attacks Putin's War for First Time
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A prominent Russian state media outlet went off message this week with a report
attacking Russian President Vladimir Putin's war in what appears to be the first time
since the conflict began last February.

Russian President Vladimir Putin attends a conference as part of a summit at
Vahdettin Mansion in Istanbul, on October 27, 2018.© OZAN KOSE/AFP/Getty
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A report published by Russia's state-run news agency RIA Novosti on Tuesday titled
"We didn't expect this," features interviews with frustrated soldiers who were injured
while fighting in the war in Ukraine and didn't receive the compensation promised by
the Russian president.

Although guests on Russian state TV have recently voiced their frustration with the
ongoing war, state-run media agencies such as RIA Novosti have stuck to the Kremlin
line.

This is because Russia's parliament passed legislation in March 2022 imposing jail
terms of up to 15 years for intentionally spreading "fake" news about Russia's army.
The Kremlin has used the law to crack down on those who veer away from Putin's
narrative of the war.

Russian authorities have prohibited media from calling Putin's invasion of Ukraine a
"war"—state-run media outlets adopt the term "special military operation," which
RIA Novosti has done in its report.

Putin, a week into the war, pledged that injured men could claim compensation of
three million rubles ($50,000), saying in March 2022 that it's "our duty to support the
families of our fallen and injured war comrades."
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But in April, Russia's defense ministry published a statement on its website saying that
to be eligible for compensation, injuries sustained needed to be among those on an
official list—a move that came as reports emerged that Russia was sustaining heavy
casualties in battle.

Sergey Abramov, a resident of Krasnoyarsk who was sent to fight in Ukraine's
contested Donetsk region toward the end of 2022 after three months of training, told
RIA Novosti that he was shell-shocked, hospitalized, and subsequently diagnosed with
mine blast injuries and acubarotrauma (damage to the membranes).

Despite his injuries, Abramov said he is being refused compensation, as another
hospital wrote a letter saying that he had suffered an "acute reaction to stress." He
has appealed to a military prosecutor's office.

RIA Novosti noted that human rights activists have sounded the alarm over Putin's
presidential decree differing from the official list published by the defense ministry
weeks later.
"Doctors usually list the symptoms, but not their cause. And military personnel do not
draw up paperwork for payment," the report said.

The news agency cited a human rights activist as saying that doctors write "Acute
reaction to stress;" "Asthenic condition" (increased fatigue); "Astheno-neurotic
syndrome, situationally determined" (emotional fatigue and irritability).
"This is not considered either an injury, or an injury, or a concussion," the activist
said.

Another Russian soldier from Dagestan, named Alexander, was shell-shocked last
summer in Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia region—one of the four regions that
Putin proclaimed to have annexed in the fall of 2022. Alexander said he hit his head
and was initially diagnosed with "a closed craniocerebral injury."

But later, the military prosecutor's office in Russia concluded that "this was not an
injury, but a disease" and that he shouldn't expect payment from the government.
RIA Novosti said many soldiers have complained about corruption to a human rights
activist in Russia.
"We've been taken advantage of," one soldier was quoted as saying.

The news agency said Russian soldiers want justice and want authorities to deal with
this problem "before it becomes widespread."

Newsweek reached out to Russia's defense ministry for comment via email.

One of Russia's longtime allies said it will arrest Putin if he goes there, leaving him
a pariah in a region where he was once dominant
Sophia Ankel (sankel@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider
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Russian President Vladimir Putin delivers a speech in Moscow, Russia, on March 16,
2023. Contributor/Getty Images© Contributor/Getty Images

Armenia, a longtime ally of Russia, said that Russian President Vladimir Putin would
be arrested if he visited the country, according to local media.

In an interview with the news outlet Factor.am, Gagik Melkonyan, the deputy of the
Armenian National Assembly — the country's ruling party — said this week that if
Putin were to travel there, "he should be arrested," according to a translation by The
Daily Beast.

"It is better for Putin to stay in his country," Melkonyan said, according to the
translation. "If we enter into these agreements, then we must fulfill our obligations.
Let Russia solve its problems with Ukraine."

A spokesperson for the Kremlin did not immediately respond to Insider's request for
comment.

Armenia is among a growing group of countries that have said they would enforce an
international warrant issued by the International Criminal Court earlier this month.
The ICC accused Putin of ordering the abduction of children in occupied parts of
Ukraine — which would be considered a war crime.

Germany, Ireland, Austria, and Croatia have already said they would enforce the
warrant, while the UK and France welcomed ICC's decision, but did not comment on
whether they would commit to arresting the Russian leader.

Vladimir Putin will be 'silenced' before trial
Despite being a signatory to the Rome Statute — the treaty that established the ICC
— Russian ally Hungary said last week that they would not arrest
Putin, Reuters reported.

Melkonyan's comments are yet another sign of tensions growing between Armenia
and Russia. Earlier this year, Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan said that he
had canceled joint military drills, calling them "inappropriate in the current
situation," the Associated Press reported.
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In a Collective Security Treaty Organization summit last year, Putin was repeatedly
snubbed by Pashinyan, including when the Armenian prime minister refused to be
photographed in close proximity to him.

The CSTO is a Russian-dominated alliance of post-Soviet nations, which includes
Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan.

The fall-out is largely also the result of a domestic dispute. Pashinyan has previously
accused Russian peacekeepers of failing to take a more active role around the
disputed separatist region of Nagorno-Karabak.

Nagorno-Karabakh has been under the control of ethnic Armenian forces since a
separatist war there ended in 1994. Azerbaijani activists have recently been blocking
a free corridor linking Armenia to the region.

Putin Turns on His Former Ally as He Brands Hungary 'Unfriendly Nation'
Brendan Cole - Newsweek

The Russian ambassador to Budapest has explained why Hungary has been
mentioned in a group of what Moscow considers to be "unfriendly countries" despite
leaders Vladimir Putin and Viktor Orbán's amicable relationship.

Russian President Vladimir Putin (L) and Hungarian Russian Prime Minister Viktor
Orban (R) attend their joint press conference on October 30,2019 in Budapest,
Hungary. Despite the close ties between the leaders, Hungary has been placed on

Russia's list of unfriendly countries.© Mikhail Svetlov/Getty Images

The Russian government approved this month a list of foreign states and territories
that it said had committed "unfriendly actions against Russia, its companies and
citizens," state-run news agency TASS reported.

Those which have fallen out of favor with Moscow are states which have condemned
Putin's full-scale invasion of Ukraine and have been at the forefront of sanctions
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imposed on Russia. On the list were countries including the United States, Canada,
Japan, South Korea, Australia, New Zealand and those in the European Union, as
well as other European states.

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán enjoys good relations with Vladimir Putin.
He has pushed back against EU sanctions and tried to thwart NATO's military
support of Kyiv. While Russia has restricted gas supplies to other European countries,
it has agreed to increase its deliveries of fuel to Hungary, according to Russian state
media.

Last week, Orbán's chief of staff, Gergely Gulyas, said that Hungary would not arrest
Putin if he came to the country, despite being a signatory to the Rome Statute that
created the International Criminal Court (ICC) which issued an arrest warrant for
the Russian leader on March 17 for alleged war crimes in Ukraine.

But as a member of the EU which has acted as a bloc in punishing Russia with
sanctions, Hungary is on Moscow's blacklist. Russia's envoy to Budapest, Yevgeny
Stanislavov, insisted "the channels of dialogue" would be kept "open," though.

"Hungary has signed all the anti-Russian sanctions packages of Brussels and is
forced to strictly comply with them," Stanislavov told Russian state news agency RIA
Novosti on Thursday.
"That is why it is classified as a country unfriendly to Russia, against which our
retaliatory measures can be applied."

However, he said that Moscow was "optimistic" that there would be "constructive
interaction with Hungary."
"Budapest demonstrates a pragmatic position, which is not going to give up even
under pressure from its allies in the EU and NATO," he added.

A presidential decree by Putin has temporarily allowed the Russian government,
companies and citizens to temporarily pay foreign currency debts owed to overseas
creditors from "unfriendly countries" in roubles.

"Welcome to the club, dear friends! We are ready to share our know-how with you, as
we are one of the two the longest-serving members," tweeted Czech Foreign Minister
Jan Lipavský about the list on Thursday.

Newsweek reached out to the Hungarian foreign ministry via email for comment.
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