The Discovery News Around Us_05
Experts Made A Crucial Sighting That Might Untangle A 76-Year-Old Bermuda
Triangle Mystery
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Exploring the deep ocean off the coast of Florida, Mike Barnette and his team have
just spotted something exhilarating. They’re in the water today to try and solve an
enigma that began 76 years ago — and maybe this is the breakthrough they need.
Back in 1945, you see, aircraft went missing in the skies of the mysterious Bermuda
Triangle. And, astonishingly, it looks like Barnette and his crew may have found out
what happened to them.
Flight 19
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What a discovery that would be, as it’s a mystery that’s baffled people for decades
now. It all started on December 5, 1945, when a team of 14 men — a mix of Marines
and U.S. Navy regulars — hopped into five Avenger aircraft. Flight 19, as this convoy
of planes was known, set off from a Florida naval base for what should have been an
unremarkable journey. As it turned out, the trip proved anything but ordinary.
Strange goings-on
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This mission should have been perfectly safe and routine, but somehow it ended in
horrific tragedy. Not one of the five Avenger planes of Flight 19 made it to their final
destination. And when the Navy sent out a rescue plane to look for these missing
aircraft, it too disappeared. Something very strange was going on.
The Bermuda Triangle
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The disappearance of Flight 19 is just one of many mysteries said to have occurred in
this particular part of the world. The Avengers had gone missing in the Bermuda
Triangle — a zone of the Atlantic Ocean famous for all the wrong reasons. Folk
believe that ships and aircraft entering this area stand a strong chance of never
making it out again.
A flaming light
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Flight 19 is one of the most high-profile disappearances attributed to the Bermuda
Triangle, but it’s far from the only one. Still, any discoveries related to this specific
case could prove hugely important in helping us to understand the place. That’s why
Mike Barnette and his team must have been so excited when they saw what looked like
an Avenger at the bottom of the sea.
A key discovery
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But strange occurrences have been linked to the Bermuda Triangle for centuries
before Flight 19’s disappearance. Even Christopher Columbus experienced
something weird there on his fateful first journey to America. As he navigated through
the zone near Florida, a “flame of fire” apparently shot down from the sky and into
the sea. It was probably a meteor, but what a shock that would have been…
Going haywire
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That wasn’t the only thing Columbus noticed as he passed through the area. Several
weeks after the probable meteor encounter, for example, he saw a sort of unusual
glow above him. His compass was going haywire, too.
The Tempest
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For centuries, then, the Bermuda Triangle has seemed to be a place where strange
and inexplicable things occur. And this may not have gone unnoticed by another
famous person from history. When William Shakespeare was writing his play The
Tempest, it’s argued he took inspiration from real-life accounts of disappearances
from the region.
Attention-grabbing disappearance
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Regardless of whether or not Shakespeare did reference the Bermuda Triangle in The
Tempest, the area didn’t really become famous until the last century or so. But during
World War I, a high-profile incident occurred that grabbed people’s attention. An
American navy vessel known as the U.S.S. Cyclops went missing in the area — and
was never seen again.

Wilson’s comment

A massive search-and-rescue operation proved in vain. The vessel had vanished,
leading the President of the United States himself to comment on the astonishing
incident. Woodrow Wilson once said, “Only God and the sea know what happened to
the great ship.” And this wouldn’t be the last mysterious disappearance to occur in
the Bermuda Triangle…
Practice run
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Several ships and aircraft went missing in the years following the Cyclops incident,
but perhaps the most baffling of them all was what happened to Flight 19. In
December 1945 the five aircraft that constituted Flight 19 took to the skies from the
Fort Lauderdale airbase in Florida. Their mission was a simple one: they were just
undertaking dummy bombing runs.
Experienced fliers
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Four of the Avengers carried three men; the fifth contained only two. And as these
servicemen were all members of either the Navy or the Marines, they were certainly
experienced fliers. Leading them was Lieutenant Charles C. Taylor — a man who’d
seen lots of air combat throughout World War II.
Afternoon flight
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So, the planes set out at a little after 2:00 p.m. Their training mission was referred to
as “Navigation Problem Number One,” and it should have lasted for roughly three
hours. But while there was nothing about the operation that seemed particularly
problematic, things would soon go very wrong…
Triangular route
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The flight plan the planes intended to follow formed a triangle. They would set off
from Fort Lauderdale and make their way east to an area known as Hen and
Chickens Shoals — the planned site of their bombing-run practice. From there, they’d

go north and pass above Grand Bahama Island before finally heading back to where
they had started.
A good start
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The mission started out well, with the five airplanes quickly making it to Hen and
Chickens Shoals without any issues and dropping their dummy explosives. They then
changed direction as planned, setting off in a northerly direction towards the next
point in the triangle. But this is when the operation began to inexplicably fall apart.
Things go wrong
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No one knows why for sure, but during this leg of the journey, Lieutenant Taylor came
to believe that his plane’s compass had stopped working properly. He was sure that
Flight 19 had slipped from its planned path and was now heading the wrong way.
And things got even worse when terrible, stormy weather suddenly materialized.

“I don’t know where we are”
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A transcript from one of the pilots speaking on his radio captures the sense of
confusion that had come to engulf Flight 19. Communicating to the people back on
the ground, this man remarked, “I don’t know where we are... We must have got lost
after that last turn.”
Lieutenant Cox
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At about this time, another Navy man was piloting an aircraft in the skies close to the
Florida shoreline. He was Lieutenant Robert F. Cox, who was the first person to
receive Flight 19’s distressed transmissions. Cox quickly made contact with his
colleagues on the ground to tell them what was going on.

Panic sets in
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Meanwhile, Lieutenant Taylor was beginning to panic. His voice was becoming
notably agitated as he communicated on his radio, saying, “Both my compasses are
out, and I’m trying to find Fort Lauderdale, Florida... I’m over land, but it’s broken.
I’m sure I’m in the Keys, but I don’t know how far down.” The Keys, in this context,
would have been a reference to the Florida Keys archipelago.
Didn’t make sense
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The thing is, though, this really wouldn’t have made any sense. The Keys were
hundreds of miles away from where Flight 19 should have been, so how could they
have ended up there so quickly? Taylor must have been seriously confused, which was
rather understandable. He’d only recently been posted to Fort Lauderdale, so he
wasn’t too familiar with the region.

Fly west
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Taylor’s seeming confusion made a bad situation even worse. When airplanes lost
their way over the Atlantic Ocean, protocol dictated that pilots should head toward
the setting Sun. This would take them west, in the direction of land. Taylor, though,
had misread Flight 19’s positioning so badly that he had traveled northeast.
Away from land
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Flight 19 was heading away from land now — a fact that hadn’t gone unnoticed by
some of the other pilots. One of them, for instance, was heard to remark, “Dammit...
If we would just fly west, we would get home.” This man, of course, would have still
have been obliged to follow his superior Taylor.

Flip-flopping
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Eventually, Taylor relented and was convinced to change course. The planes set off
westward, towards land and safety, but then something happened. A little after 6:00
p.m., Taylor changed his mind again. Speaking on the radio, he said, “We didn’t go
far enough east. We may as well just turn around and go east again.”
Bizarre decision
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This bizarre decision would prove fatal in the end. The other pilots of Flight 19 were
presumably horrified by the choice, and it’s even believed that one of the planes may
have ignored the order and set off on its own. The rest, though, stuck with Taylor and
flew east.
“We all go down together”
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And with land nowhere to be seen and fuel supplies dwindling, it became clear that
disaster was approaching. Taylor ordered his men to prepare to crash into the sea,
saying, “All planes close up tight... We’ll have to ditch unless landfall… When the
first plane drops below 10 gallons, we all go down together.”
Following suit
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Soon after that, Flight 19’s radio transmissions went dead. The planes – and their
pilots – were all gone. The Navy sent out a rescue mission right away, with two PBM
Mariner flying boats setting out at roughly 7:30 p.m. Within 20 minutes, though, one
of these aircraft totally vanished, too.
“They just vanished”
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The following morning, an even bigger rescue operation was organized to search for
the Flight 19 Avengers and the Mariner. For five long days, some 300 boats and
planes covered roughly 300,000 square miles of ocean. Yet not one of them found a
trace of the missing planes. As one lieutenant with the U.S. Navy later remarked,
“They just vanished.”
Reasons unknown
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There were some huge questions about what had happened to Flight 19, but no
answers ever really emerged. Even after an investigation into the incident, nobody
could fully explain why Taylor and Flight 19 had lost their way so dramatically.
Officially, the disappearance would unsatisfactorily come to be blamed on “causes or
reasons unknown.”
A dark mystique
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The disappearance of Flight 19 understandably captured people’s imaginations, and
it added a dark mystique to the Bermuda Triangle. This term didn’t actually emerge
until a couple of decades later, when writer Vincent Gaddis used it in a 1964 article.
And after that, the legend continued to grow — especially as other planes would go
missing in the area over the years.
History’s Greatest Mysteries
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Still, of all the Bermuda Triangle mysteries, Flight 19 is probably the most infamous.
And a History Channel documentary shows just how the incident continues to capture
the public’s imagination. For an episode of the show History’s Greatest Mysteries,
investigators went out to the region to look for evidence relating to the five missing
Avengers. Just in case that wasn’t an interesting enough premise by itself, the
program’s producers hired The Matrix actor Laurence Fishburne to narrate.

Could it be?
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The episode follows a group of divers searching the waters of the Bermuda Triangle
for the Flight 19 wreckage. And, amazingly, they find something promising. As head
diver Mike Barnette remarks in the show, “We see this round piece of wreckage with
teeth, like for gears... I’m thinking to myself, this looks like a turret. Emotions are
running off the chart. Could this be an Avenger?”
Avenger disassembled
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As it turned out, this wreck at the bottom of the ocean really was an old Avenger.
That’s an incredible find, of course, but it didn’t necessarily mean it was one of the
Flight 19 planes. So many aircraft and vessels had gone missing in the Bermuda
Triangle, after all, so the identity of this particular downed plane was unclear to
begin with.

A real question
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As Barnette put it during a 2021 interview with Today, “And that’s a real question...
We don’t know yet, because a lot of people don’t realize that there are hundreds of
aircraft lost off this coast of Florida.” With so much previously undiscovered
wreckage in the water, it’s not a simple task to identify specific aircraft found there.
Huge numbers
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In the nine decades since 1930, it’s said that around 325 airplanes have met disaster
in the Bermuda Triangle. And astonishingly, the number of ships is closer to 1,200.
With that in mind, it’s uncertain whether or not this Avenger is one of Flight 19’s
missing five.
A story to tell
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Even so, the discovery should be celebrated on its own terms, as it’s still a big
achievement for the investigators. As Barnette said, “This potentially might not be
one of the Avengers from Flight 19, but it still has a story to tell. And by knowing
what this aircraft is, we know where Flight 19 isn’t.”
Alien theory
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The number of planes and ships to go missing in the Bermuda Triangle has led to
some pretty outlandish theories about the area. Some people have even suggested that
aliens may have something to do with it, though Barnette isn’t convinced. Speaking of
the extra-terrestrial idea on Today, he said, “I rank it with the Easter Bunny and the
Tooth Fairy.”
Nothing unusual
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And perhaps we should stop the Bermuda Triangle myths. Sure, there have been some
high-profile disappearances in the area, and the weather can turn bad there in an
instant. But the truth is that there’s nothing especially unusual or uniquely dangerous
about the place.
No extraordinary factors
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The U.S. Coast Guard has even been compelled to comment on the matter. “In a
review of many aircraft and vessel losses in the area over the years, there has been
nothing discovered that would indicate that casualties were the result of anything
other than physical causes. No extraordinary factors have ever been identified,” a
statement released by the service reads.
Questions remain
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But while that’s all well and good, there are still a huge number of questions about
Flight 19’s disappearance. Why did Lieutenant Taylor become so confused? Where
exactly did the planes crash, and where is all the wreckage? When it comes down to it,
we still don’t know the details.
The mystery continues…
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If the Avenger discovered by Barnette and his team is eventually confirmed as one of
the Flight 19 planes, then maybe we’ll be closer to an answer. Even if that happened,
we’d still be unlikely to know the full story. But while the mystery of Flight 19 may
well be an enigma that is never truly solved, researchers believe they've finally
determined the tragic fate of the U.S.S. Cyclops.
War duty
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Cyclops had been launched in 1910, built for the U.S. Navy as one of
four Proteus-class ships. But when she disappeared sometime after March 4, 1918,
America had been embroiled in World War I. So, her journey from Salvador to
Baltimore was part of the war effort, delivering essential manganese ore for steel
manufacture.
Pit stops
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Cyclops had embarked from Rio de Janeiro on February 16, 1918. Two days later
she’d stopped off at another Brazilian port — Salvador. From there, she was due to
sail straight to Baltimore, but she then docked at the Caribbean island of Barbados.
This was due to concerns that she was sitting too low in the water.

Vanished into thin air
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At Barbados, however, concerns about the ship seemed to have been resolved. So, she
resumed her journey to Baltimore on March 4. Her journey should have taken nine
days, meaning that she should have docked at the American port around March 13.
But as we know, she never made it, vanishing somewhere north of Barbados in the
infamous area known as the Bermuda Triangle.
One of four
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Before we explore the mystery of Cyclops’ disappearance further, let’s find out a little
more about the ship. Cyclops was one of four ships of the Proteus class, all of which

had been designed to carry coal. The first was named Proteus, which was launched in
September 1912 and commissioned into the U.S. Navy in the summer of 1913.
Specific similarity
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The other two Proteus-class vessels were Jupiter — launched in August 1912 —
and Nereus, whose launch came in April 1913. Interesting, two of Cyclops’ sister
ships had something specific in common with the doomed ship. These
were Proteus and Nereus, but we’ll come back to exactly what bound them all a little
later.
Ancient origins
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All four of the ships were named for characters from Greek or Roman mythology.
Proteus was a god of the sea with the power of prophecy. Nereus was another god

associated with the sea and, like Proteus, was able to foretell the future. Cyclops was
a one-eyed monster who also figured in both Roman and Greek mythology. Jupiter
was a god who was styled as king of all the ancient Roman deities.
Coal dependent
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The reason the Navy commissioned these four huge colliers — as well as another
eight in the 20th century — was because of the dependence of much of its fleet on coal
for power. The William Cramp & Sons shipyard in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
built Cyclops. This yard had a long history of building large vessels dating back to
1830.
Massive ship
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Cyclops — which was launched on May 7, 1910 — was a huge vessel. In a 2018
article, The Baltimore Sun harked back to the time of her launch. The paper noted
that the press of the day described Cyclops as “a floating coal mine” and “a monster
collier.” Given its 542-foot length and 65-foot width, it seems these elaborate terms
were quite appropriate.
Well-equipped
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Cyclops was built to carry up to 12,500 tons of coal. Yet even with that enormous
load, her twin propellers could drive her through the sea at speeds of up to 15 knots.
At the time of her launch, she was the largest and speediest collier sailing for the U.S.
Navy. And the ship’s enormous mechanical grabbers could apparently move a couple
of tons of coal in one gigantic scoop.
World traveler
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Service for Cyclops started in November 1910, when she went into operation with the
Naval Auxiliary Service, Atlantic Fleet. Around this time, she sailed to the Baltic,
where she supported Navy vessels. After arriving back in the U.S. at Norfolk, Virginia,
she was assigned to cruise along the East Coast from Newport, Rhode Island, all the
way south to the Caribbean.
Historical significance

In 1914, American forces occupied the Mexican port city of Veracruz. This, ultimately,
marked a low-point in relations between the two countries. During this
period, Cyclops provided fuel for the naval ships involved in the action. She was also
pressed into service in the role of helping to evacuate those fleeing from the conflict.
Aiding the war effort
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The next major event in Cyclops’ career came in April 6, 1917, when the U.S. went to
war with Germany. Now that America was an active participant in World War
I, Cyclops was brought into the U.S. Navy on May 1, 1917. Her first mission was to
sail across the Atlantic to Saint-Nazaire, France, as part of a naval convoy. After
serving there, she was back in the States by July 1917, operating along the country’s
East Coast.
New assignment
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Cyclops’ East Coast service continued until January 9, 1918, whereupon she was
transferred to the Naval Overseas Transportation Service. With this new outfit, she
headed for the seas off Brazil, where she acted as a fueler for British Royal Navy
ships patrolling in the South Atlantic. It was during these duties that the vessel made
her final fateful journey.
Quick drop off
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The collier had set off from Norfolk on January 8, 1918, bound for Rio de Janeiro.
She was loaded with coal weighing 9,960 tons. This was earmarked to fuel the Royal
Navy ships in the South Atlantic. Cyclops arrived at her Brazilian destination on
January 28. Having unloaded the coal, she was now given a new cargo for her return
to the U.S.
Unusual load
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This load for transport to America comprised 11,000 tons of manganese ore, which
was vital for the production of much-needed steel for America’s war effort. This was
something of an unusual load for the crew of Cyclops. They were more used to
carrying coal which was lighter and less dense.
Journey interrupted
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After spending a fortnight in Rio unloading and re-loading, Cyclops embarked on
February 15, 1918. Her final destination was Baltimore, Maryland, but she would
end up making two stops on her journey. The first of these stopovers occurred on
February 20, when the ship docked at the Brazilian port of Salvador.
Another unexpected stop
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After a two-day stop in Salvador, Cyclops went out to sea again. This time, the initial
plan was to head for Baltimore with no more interruptions to the journey. However,
the collier did make another stop, this time at the Caribbean island of Barbados. At
the time, this was part of the British Empire.
Skipper's hesitation
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It seems that Cyclops’ skipper, Commander Worley, made this unscheduled port call
because of concerns that his ship was lying too low in the water. Indeed, it’s been
reported that the water was above the Plimsoll line. This is a mark running around a
ship which represents the furthest depth that the vessel may legally go underwater.
Overcoming concerns
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Any concerns the captain had about Cyclops seem to have been overcome during this
unscheduled Barbados stop on March 3, 1918. Having taken aboard more supplies —
including a ton each of flour and meat, as well as 1,000 pounds of vegetables — the
collier set off again for Baltimore. The date was March 4, 1918.
"All well"
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Cyclops was now something over 2,000 miles from her planned final destination of
Baltimore, which she was due to reach around March 13. As we saw earlier, the ship

sent one final message, simply saying, “Weather fair, all well.” But there was also
word that one vessel had seen Cyclops on her final journey.
Never seen again
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That vessel was a molasses tanker, the Amolco. But her captain later completely
contradicted reports that he’d seen the vessel. Indeed, the one certain and grim piece
of information about Cyclops and the 306 souls aboard her was that she didn’t arrive
at Baltimore as scheduled. The ship was never seen again.
No trace
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Two years after Cyclops vanished seemingly into thin air, Santa Fe
Magazine published an article about the mystery. The magazine’s reporter wrote,

“Usually a wooden bucket or a cork life preserver identified as belonging to a lost
ship is picked up after a wreck. But not so with the Cyclops.”
Sudden disappearance
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The Santa Fe article continued, “She just disappeared as though some gigantic
monster of the sea had grabbed her, men and all, and sent her into the depths of the
ocean. And the suddenness of her destruction is amplified by the absence of any
wireless calls for help being picked up by any ship along the route.”
Lost to the Triangle?
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And just to add a little more spice to this intriguing mystery, Cyclops disappeared in
the Atlantic Ocean, north of Barbados, in the area known as the Bermuda Triangle.
This stretch of water, of course, is much loved by conspiracy theorists. Indeed, it’s

been claimed that it’s seen more unexplained disappearances of vessels and planes
than any other place on Earth.
Creating a legend
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The mythology of the Bermuda Triangle can be traced back to 1950. This was the
year when the Miami Herald published a piece by a writer called Edward Van Winkle
Jones. He listed a series of ships and planes that had disappeared without a trace in
the area also referred to as the Devil’s Triangle and Hurricane Alley. In the following
years, other writers piled in, adding to the sinister enigma of the place.
The story gets stranger
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And if you enjoy strange mysteries, then you’ll be bowled over by the unfortunate fate
of two of Cyclops’ sister ships. You’ll recall that Cyclops was one of
four Proteus-class colliers built in the early 20th century. She was the second to be
launched, with the other three being Proteus, Jupiter and Nereus.
Similar fate
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Both Proteus and Nereus supposedly disappeared within the limits of the Bermuda
Triangle during World War II. Proteus sank along with all 58 of her crew sometime
around November 25, 1941. This is thought to have happened in the Caribbean Sea.
It’s believed that she was overcome by stormy weather.
All three vanished
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Nereus was lost a couple of weeks after Proteus, at some point past December 10,
1941. She had been sailing from St. Thomas, one of the Virgin Islands in the
Caribbean. She’d been holding a cargo of bauxite ore when she disappeared.
Like Cyclops and Proteus, no trace of the ship was ever found. The assumption was
that she’d fallen victim to a German vessel, but this has never been confirmed.
Skeptics abound
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Certainly, the loss of three U.S. Navy ships from a class of just four would seem to
confirm something ominous about the Bermuda Triangle. But it’s worth pointing out
that there are plenty of skeptics who deny that anything particularly strange happens
there. And many of them are eminent researchers from prestigious organizations.
Nothing out of the ordinary
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U. S. Coastguard records show that the number of ships lost in the Bermuda Triangle
isn’t disproportionate, given the amount of traffic the area sees. And Lloyds of
London, a major marine insurer, doesn’t charge higher premiums for ships traveling
through there. Considering that this institution has commercial interests at stake, if it
believed the Bermuda Triangle was especially dangerous it would certainly be
reflected in its charges.
Plenty of theories
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However, even if we discount the potentially hazardous influence of the Bermuda
Triangle in the disappearance of Cyclops, we’re still left with a baffling mystery. In
fact, a wide range of theories have been posited to explain the collier’s perplexing
vanishing act. These theories range from the highly unlikely to the entirely plausible.
Release the kraken!
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Let’s start with the least likely. That honor probably falls to the idea that the ship
might’ve been attacked and sunken by a giant octopus or squid. Perhaps it would
have been serendipitous for a ship named after a one-eyed giant to be lost to a sea
monster. But common sense surely dictates that we dismiss the intervention of an
angry cephalopod as a theory.
Worley's murky past
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Next, we can turn to the Cyclops’ captain, Lieutenant Commander George W. Worley.
Enquiries about him by the Office of Naval Intelligence uncovered a distinctly murky
past. Worley had actually come from Germany and had initially been named Johan
Frederick Wichmann. He’d deserted a ship he was a sailor on in 1878, disembarking
at San Francisco. Two decades later, he had taken on the name of Worley and was
running a bar in San Francisco.
From criminal to captain

Via Wikimedia Commons

Worley became a merchant ship’s captain and may have been involved in opium
smuggling. Somehow, he managed to become an officer in the Naval Auxiliary
Reserve in February 1917. But it wasn’t so much Worley’s colorful past that people
were concerned by. Rather, it was his personality when captaining the Cyclops.
Abrasive personality
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Worley was alleged to be an extremely difficult man to get along with. He was said to
have an explosive temper, once supposedly chasing a junior officer around the ship
with a pistol. He was also an eccentric, given to touring his ship in his underwear,
sporting a hat and a walking stick. And it seems he was deeply unpopular with at least
some of the men under his command. Indeed, there was reportedly a mutiny at one
point. The captain, though, ruthlessly suppressed this.
Poor reputation
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One officer named Conrad A. Nervig had served with Worley on the Cyclops. He,
however, survived because he left the collier at Rio. In a 1969 interview with the U.S.
Naval Institute magazine Proceedings, Nervig said Worley was a “gruff, eccentric
salt of the old school... He was a very indifferent seaman and a poor, overly cautious
navigator. Unfriendly and taciturn, he was generally disliked by both his officers and
men.”
Possible turncoat
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But the really serious charge against Worley was that he was actually an enemy
collaborator. Among the passengers aboard Cyclops during her last journey was the
American consul-general to Rio de Janeiro, Alfred Gottschalk. This man, it’s been
alleged, was a German sympathizer. So, some people believe that he and Worley
handed the ship over to the Germans. No evidence, however, has ever been produced
to support this theory.
Factors of note
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Returning to more evidence-based theories, it’s worth noting that Cyclops was using
only one of its two engines during her last trip. The other one was actually inoperable
due to a damaged cylinder. And then there was the weight of the ship. She carried
unfamiliar cargo, manganese ore rather than the usual coal. This load may have been
prone to movement, unbalancing the ship.
Piecing it all together

Sewerll/Getty Images
A 2018 documentary on British TV station Channel Five drew all the threads together.
One contributor, Jeffrey Poole, a Miami sea pilot, gave his take on
the Cyclops sinking. Poole said, “I mean, it would be pretty scary as a mariner to be
on a ship listing that much, that frequently. You could take water over the side of the
ship if it’s listing that much and it could also lead to cargo moving.”
So, Cyclops likely sank due to a fatal confluence of negative factors.

