THE FOURTH OF JULY va gigc mo My
Tran Trung Dao

Nha binh lugn néi tzeng cua chuwong trinh News Hour, Roger Rosenblatt, tom lugc vé
nguon goc nudc My: “Quéc gia dwoc thanh lap tir nhitng giac mo, va ciing qua do,
dd hun diic nén gidc mo ciia ca mot quoc gia”.
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Ving diing thé. Ngodi trir s6 nhé nguoi ban xir, dit nwée Hoa Ky dwoc xdy dung nén
do ban tay va khoi oc cua nhitng ké bén ngoai. Ho deén ddy tur tram nga dwong khdc
nhau va hang tram vung dat khac nhau.

Irving Berlin, dwoc xem la mot trong nhitng nhac st lon nhdt ciia nén ém nhac My va
tac gia cua nhac pham bat hu God Bless America dwoc hat trong moi ngay Ié, nhat la
Lé Doc Ldp Hoa Ky (the Fourth of July) khong phdi la nguwoi sinh ra va lon lén trén
nuwoc My.

Cdu bé co tén My la Irving Berlin sinh tai Nga vao nam 1888. Cdu theo cha me dén
dinh cu tai New York khi méi viva 1én 4 tuéi. Khi con rat nhé, cdu Irving phai vira lam
nghé don chén badt trong mot nha hang va vira hoc sang tac nhac, mot bo mon ma cdu
say mé. Sau khi nhac pham dau tay dwoc xudt ban vao hic 13 tudi, tén tudi ciia nhac
si tré tai ba Irving Berlin dd tré thanh dong nghia véi nén am nhac Hoa Ky thé ky 20
qua nhiéu nhac pham vuot thoi gian.

Ba Madeleine Albright, cuu Bé Truéng Ngoai Giao va la ngwoi phu nit dau tién gii
chike vu cao cdp nhdt trong chinh phit Hoa Ky, von la nguoi Tiép Khac. Cha me ba da
phai vieot qua nhiéu bién gi6i dé tron tranh ché dg Céng San khi tiéng xich xe ting
Lién X6 nghién nat dwong phé thii dé Prague vao nam 1948. Cudi ciing ba ciing gia
dinh da vuot thoat dwoc va dinh cw tai Hoa Ky khi Madeleine Albright vira 11 tuéi.
Ba theo hoc Ludt, dé tién siva tré thanh nguoi phu nir dau tién gitr chure Ngoai
Truong Hoa K.

Edward Bannister, hoa si néi tiéng vé phong canh cua My la mot nguroi da den. Cha
cua ong sinh ra tai Barbados, West Indies. Tdac pham Under The Oaks cua 6ng la mot
trong nhitng thanh tuu nghé thuat lon cua nén hoi hoa Hoa Ky theé ky 19. Tac pham



nay doat gidi nhat trong cugc thi danh ddu 100 nam héi hoa tai Philadelphia
Centennial Exposition. Khi kham phad ra Edward Bannister la nguoi da den, ban giam
khdo c6 y dinh thu hoi gidi thuéng. Tuy nhién, trude sw dau tranh ciia nhitng hoa st
dong nghiép, nhdt la ciia nhitng hoa si da trang da ting ciing tranh gidi véi éng, Ban
Gidam Khao da huy bo du tinh.

Nhitng nguoi di dan dién hinh thudc nhiéu lanh viee, mau da va chung toc khdac nhau.
Ho khong tung quen biét nhau, khong cung mot thé hé, khong cung huyét thong va
chang hen ho dinh woc gi nhau.

Nhitng nguwoi di dan dau tién khéng phdi ai ciing giau c6, hoc hanh, tri thike, trdi lai
phan dong ho rdt nghéo nan, it hoc, dén ddy tir hai ban tay trdang. Tuy nhién, dis tir
ddu dén va trong hoan canh ndo, ho dd ciing gép ban tay dwa nuwdc My tir mot viung
dit ‘hoang vu thugc dia cua Anh thanh mét cuong quoc tw do, dan chii va thinh vieong
nhdt thé gidi ngay nay.

Cau chuyén thanh cong cua nudc My, diung nhu Roger Rosenblatt viét, da bat dau tir
mgt gidc mo chung: Gidc Mo My hay American Dream nhw ching ta thuwong nghe goi
bang tiéng Anh.

American Dream dwgc dinh nghia trong tir dién Wordsmyth nhw la “mét 1y twong cia
nguwoi My, nho dé, bdt cir nguoi ndo ciing c6 thé nhdn dwoc sw giau c¢é vt chat, binh
dang, tw do, va cdc gid tri twong tu (the American ideal that any man or woman may
obtain material wealth, equality, freedom, and the like)”.

American Dream dé givip nhdn dan My chién thang dao qudn tinh nhué ciia Anh
Hoadng George Il trong cudc chién tranh gianh déc ldp (1775-1783), da gitip nhdn
ddn My vuot qua nhiing bdt dong kinh té chinh tri sdu sd'c trong thoi ky chién tranh
néi chién (1860-1865), da givp dwa nuoc My tro nén quoc gia cé loi nhat sau cd hai
cudc chién tranh thé gidi.

American Dream la gidc mo ma nhitng nguwoi cha sang ldp ciia quéc gia Hoa Ky tirmg
ém dp va theo duéi: Tw Do, Dan Chii va Cueong Thinh. Téng Thong dau tién George
Washington dd tirng ddn do: “Téi mong dwoc thdy Hoa Ky mdi mdi la dat nwée cia
tw do va cong Iy, Twong dai ky niém Téng Thong George Washington dwoc kién tric
dua theo tinh than déc lap, tw chu va vieon lén do.

American Dream la gidc mo binh ddang ma Muc Sw Martin Luther King da doc trén
thém dai ky niém Lincoln ngay 28 thang 8 nam 1963: “Téi mo mét ngay, trén doi
Georgia, con chau ciia nhitng nguoi né Ié cii, va con chéau ciia nhitng chii né cii, ngoi
lai v6i chung mét ban trong tinh huynh dé...Téi mo mét ngdy, bon nguwoi con cia toi
sé dwoc song trong mét dat nude, noi do, chiing sé khéng bi phan xét do mau da ma
chinh bang tw cach riéng ciia ching”.

American Dream, qua nhiéu thoi dai, tir nhitng nguwoi trén chiéc tau Mayflower cho
déen hom nay, da dwoc lam phong phu thém dé tro thanh mot ban sdc van hoa, mot

truyén thong déc biét ciia quéc gia nay.
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