Mayflower
Tao Truong Thanh

Nam nay la nam ky niém 400 tau “Mayflower” dén chdau My. Nam 1620, con tau cia
nhitng nguoi dan nhap cuw Anh nay ¢ y nghia vo cung ddc biét doi véi sw thanh ldp
Hop Chiing quéc Hoa Ky, d6i véi viéc Hoa Ky tré thanh siéu cwong duy nhat trén thé
gioi. Ngay nay, Hoa Ky dang doi phé véi tai hoa cia dai dich. 400 nam trude, con
tau nay da duw bdo rang Hoa Ky sé mét lan nita viegt qua khiing hodang va dan dau thé
gioi!

Dueoi ddy la bai viet cua Tao Truwong Thanh, mot nha van My goc Hoa, thé hién quan
diém cua cd nhan tac gia.

Lé héi hoa hong 2020 Pasadena. Thuyén May F. lowe dwoc tai dung

Vao ngay 1/1/2020, Cugc diéu hanh Hoa Hong lan thir 131 tai Pasadena, California.
(Anh: chup man hinh video)

Vi sao néi “Mayflower” rit quan trong doi véi Hoa Ky? Ba diéu do né mang lai da
ddt nén tang va dinh hwéng cho Hoa Ky: 1. Kinh thanh va van minh Kité gido (Chii
nghia bdo thii); 2. Tinh than phiéu luwu mao hiém cd nhan dé lam giau (Chii nghia cd
nhén va chii nghia tw ban); 3. Nén phdp tri va bau cir (Ddn chii ldp hién).

Trong lich s cua nhdn logi truoc kia, chwa tirng co6 mot chiéc thuyén, mot nhom
nguwoi nao mang theo sir ménh muon xdy dung vieong quoc ciia Thién Chiia nhw thé
nay trén mot ving dat rong I6n, thua thét bong nguoi, dat niém tin, dao dire va céng
Iy lén vi tri hang dau. Cong wdc dwoc ky béi 41 nguoi dan ong trucng thanh trén tau
“Mayflower”, dai dién cho “Ly thuyét ngoai 1é ciia My”, lan dau tién dwoc néi boi
Tocqueville, tic gid cuon “N6i vé dan chii tai Hoa Ky”'. Ngay tir dau, ho da xdy dung
mét ngdi nha méi, khdc véi chau Au va nhitng noi khdc, tir cap do tw twéng va tam
linh.

Xdy dung viwong quéc ciia Thién Chiia tai manh dit dé



Ban than cac hanh khach trén tau Mayflower da la “ngogi lé” va ho dwoc goi la “tin
dé Tin lanh” (Tin d6 Thanh gido). Ho cho rang Kité gido, véi Thién Chiia gido lam
chii, tai chdu Au dd hii bai, ho muon tudn theo ban chat cia “Kinh thénh” va “hanh
hwong” dén Bac My. Hon nita, lic dé moi nguoi da quyét dinh rang day khéng phai
la mot cuge hanh huong cho chuyén di tro ve, ma la vinh vién dinh cw tai @, mot
cude hanh hirong vinh vién, noi vuong quoc ciia Thién Chiia dwoc thanh Igp. Poi voi
nhitng nguoi chau Au da phan bi cac nguyén tic Kitd gido, nhitng nguwoi theo dao
Tin lanh nay la “ngoai l¢”. Mot quéc gia dac biét duoc tao ra boi sy dac biét, va mot
nwoc My doc nhat vé nhi dwoc thanh lap.

“Thuyét Chinh phi” cua nha tw twong nguoi Anh, John Locke, dé xudt rang con
nguoi co ba quyén lon: Quyén song, quyén ty do va quyén so hitu tdi san cd nhan.
Bay duwogc coi la nén tang cua nén dan chu hién dai. Thomas Jefferson gan nh da sao
chép lai diéu nay khi éng soan thao “Tuyén ngén Péc lap Hoa Ky, Y tuéng khé wéc
chinh phii ciia Locke dén tir dau? D6 la suw linh hoi dau tién tir khé wée Mayflower.

Nha sir hoc dwong dai nguoi Anh, Paul Johnson, da néi trong cuén “Lich sit ciia
ngueoi My”, mdt cuén séach tuyét voi ciia ong rang: “Piém khdc thwong va ddic biét
trong khé wéc Mayflower la & ché cac bén tham gia khé wéce khong phdi né béc va
chii nhdn, hay nguoi dan va quoc vieong, ma la mét nhém nhitng nguoi cé ciing chi
hieong, da ciing nhau téi chdu My va thé rang sé tao ra mt tinh cach tdp thé hoan
toan khac.”

“Tinh cdch tdp thé” doc ddo nay da déng mét vai tro quan trong tir khi Hoa Ky thanh
lap cho dén ngay hém nay. Thong thuong, nhiing nguoi nhdp cu 0 at kéo t6i, hau hét
déu c6 wée mo va dam mé, t6i khai khan va tré nén giau cé. Néu khong cé sw wée
thiic vé thuée do tin ngudng cia “Mayflower”, va khéng c6 sw can bang vé cap d¢
tam linh, thi d6 sé la mot trdn chién cd lém nuot cd bé, binh chinh thién ha, chiém
lanh thé lén ngéi hoang dé! Long tham, sw ich ky, tinh chiém hiru ciia con ngieoi sé
dan dén mét cudc chién thit nat xuwong tan. Nhung tdt ca nhitng diéu nay da khéng
xay ra.

Hoc gid nguoi Pirc Weber trong cuon “Pao dirc Tin lanh va Chii nghia tw ban” da
nhdn xét rang chinh si can bang giita dao dire Tin lanh va canh tranh tw ban tir
nhitng nguoi nhdp cu moi cua “Mayflower”, mdi xdy dung nén mot nuée My hing
manh véi y thire dao divc manh mé. Weber tin rang hai diéu nay khéng thé thiéu mét.

Tinh than phiéu luu mao hiém, chii nghia lac quan va y thirc lam gidu ciia ngueoi My
dd dwoc phan dnh trong cugce di cw sém nhat trén con tau “Mayflower”. Con tau
khéng chi mang dén “Kinh thanh” ma con c6 ca cuén “The Gallic Wars” ciia Caesar.
Chita Giésu néi rang Caesar quy vé Caesar, Chiia quy vé Chila.

Nhueng trén con tau “Mayflower” ¢6 cd hai. “Trdn chién Gallic” ciia Caesar dai dién
cho viéc chinh phuc ving dat hoang vu Bdc My nhuw mot cuoc chién.

Tin do Tin lanh khéng phdi la nhitng nguoi theo chu nghia tam linh thuan tiy, ho

dong thoi con tin tu"ong va theo duéi sw ddu tranh tw nga ca nhan va lam giau. Trén
con tau khéng chi c6 giwong, ban ghé, ma ca ché, dé, ciru, gia cam, gia vi, yén mach,
cd khé, thit khé, cii cdi, v.v... ciing dwege mang lén. Mot tin do dda mang theo 126 doi
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giay va 113 doi bét. Trong s6 hanh khdich cé tho mée, the thii cong, tho rén v.v...,
canh twong giong nhu con tau Noah (N6-é) trong Kinh thanh.

Cdc doanh nhan My khong tur choi kim tién, nguoc lai ho ty hao vi da tao ra sy giau
¢6. Nha sir hoc ngwoi My David McCullough, trong cuén sdch ban chay nhdt ciia
“Thoi bdo New York”, ¢6 twa dé “Ngueoi tién phong: Cau chuyén vé nhitng nguwoi anh
hiing tién phong mang Iy tuwong cua nguoi My den voi phuwong Tdy” (The Pioneers),
da mo ta rang nhom 48 nguoi My ddu tién, tir mién dong Hoa Ky dén khai phd bang
Ohio, dwoc dan ddt béi cac muc su.

Ho toi do khai pha va muon phdt tai, béi vi moi nguoi tién phong déu cé thé cé duoc
it nhat 8 mau dat. Co phan ciia ho dwoc dau tir boi vi muc su ddn ddu ndy trong cong
ty khal khan, cung 6 thé dwoc chia dén 4.692 mdu dat (mau Anh). Sirc hdp dan “dai
vang” nay méi cé thé thu hit mét dong nguoi nhdp cuw 6 at do ve. So nguwoi dat chan
16i bang Ohio sém nhadt chia dén 50 nguoi. Nhung chi 28 ndm ngdn nguii sau do,
manh dat nay da c6 500.000 nguwoi. P6 la nwée My rong 1ém hoang vu hang tram nam
truoc!

Paul Johnson da cam than trong cuén sach ciia minh rang, 310 ndm sau khi con tau
“Mayflower” dén chdau My (nam 1930), “Hoa Ky chi chiém 6% ddn sé va dién tich
ddt ctia thé giGi, nhung lai san xudt t6i 70% ddau mé ciia thé gidi, gan 50% dong, 38%
than chi, 42% kém va than da, 46% sdt, 54% bong va 62% ngo.”

Chinh phii dwoc thanh ldp dwa trén sy dong y ciia “nguwoi dwoce quan Iy

Tin do Tin lanh khéng chi mang theo niém tin tén gido, chii nghia cd nhdn va tinh
than tw ban dén luc dia Bic My, ma con cd nén phdp tri va ché @ bau cik (sau ndy
hinh thanh nén chinh tri hién phdp cia Hoa Ky). “Céng wéc Mayflower” da thiét lip
mét nguyén tic tuyét voi nhie vy (d6 la 400 nam truée): Chinh phii dwoc thanh lgp
dua trén sy dong ¥ ciia “nguwoi dwoc quan 1y va sé cai tri dat mede theo phdp ludt.

Vao thé ky 17, nha tw tuwong nguwoi Anh Locke da dé xudt Thuyét khé wée xd hoi, ndi
rang “Co quan chinh phii chi c6 thé dwoc xdy dung dwa trén sy dong y ciia nguwoi bi
cai tri”. Hoc thuyét ndy da tac ddng rat Iom dén nén chinh tri dan chi hién dai, va
nguon goc ciia né ¢ thé la dén tir “Céng woe Mayflower”.

Nhitng nguoti nhdp cu va nguoi dén sau trén con tau “Mayflower” dd chon quyen tw
tri va nén phap tri. Nhw nha tw tu’cfng nguoi Phap Alexis de Tocqueville da thdy khi
ong t0i khdo sat Hoa Ky vao nam 1931, Hoa Ky khong co hé thong cap bdc nghiém
ngat cua cdc hoang twr va gioi quy toc nhur Chau Au. Ngwoi My nhdn manh nhat su
binh dang, boi ¢é sie bao dam ciia nén phdp tri, dimg truede ludt phdp moi nguoi déu
binh dang.

Trong cuén “Nguoi tién phong”, nit nha vin Colleen McCullough dd mé td rang, vdo
thoi diém dé khong c6 nhdn vién tu phdp chuyén nghiép tai cdc thugc dia Bic My,
ngay cd cdc tham phan tai cac khu vuee khai khdn cing chi la nghia vu. Nhiéu ngum
la nong ddn, ho lam nong vao budi sang va lam tham phdn xét xir cdc vu dn vao budi
chiéu. Boi tham doan ciing do cdc néng dan té hop thanh. Ho danh gid cdc vu dan duwa
trén nhdn thike chung va 1€ thwong, va hé thong nay da tiép tuc cho dén ngay nay.



Trong cuon “Lich st ciia nguwoi My, Johnson néi: “40 nam sau khi thanh lgp bang
Maryland, cac Thong doc luén phan nan rang, nhiéu nguwoi diege bau lam tham phan
hodc canh sat trieong, thdm chi ngay ca tén ciia minh ciing khéng biét viét.” Nhiung
nhitng nguoi nhdp cu moi “Ton trong ludt phap va noi chung tuan thu ludt phap.
Nhueng tién d@é la ho phdi tw lam ludt.”

Vao thoi diém dé, mdc dit Biac My trén danh nghia la thugc dia cua Anh va c6 cac
thong déc dwoc Quoc vieong Anh cong nhdn, nhung quoc vieong o rdt xa va vé co ban
ngueoi Anh khéng quan Iy dwoe nhiéu. Pdy dwoe goi la “so sudt ¢é li” ciia cdc nha
su hoc. Théng déc thudc dia vé co ban la mét linh muc da di tau t6i Bdc Mpy. Linh
muc khong dwoc tao ra bang vii liwe, nhung la két qua ciia sw tin tuong boi cac tin do.
Quyén tw chii dwoc thuc thi boi nguoi dan Bdc My, trén the té d6 chi la mot chinh
phii trén danh nghia. M6i mét thi tran nhé sé cir dai dién dé bau thong doc.

Thuyén trwéng Thanh gido Anh Quéc, John Winthrop, ngueoi chi huy ham dgi téi Bdc
My nam 1630, la thong doc dau tién cia Thude dia Vinh Massachusetts, nhung da bi
ngueoi dan dia phirong cdach chive bon nam sau dé (Phé Théng doc tiép quan) Luc do
nguwoi My da thiee hién ché @é “Nhdn déan lam chii”. Johnson néi, “Piéu nay diegc
thyc hién, khong phal dua vao sirc manh ciia vii khi, ma bang nhitng 161 tranh ludn va
dién thuyét, can cir ciia né la phap ludt.”

Pang sau nén phdp tri la gido duc. Vao ndm 1636 khi Hoang Thdi Cuec, nguoi ké vi
N6 Nhi Cép Xich xwng dé, chinh thire thiét Idp triéu dai nha Thanh, thi Hoa Ky da
thanh ldp Dai hoc Harvard (do Muc sw Harvard thanh ldp). Khi mot viwong triéu
phong kién hiing manh dwoc thiét lgp tai Trung Quéc, Hoa Ky da dang xdy dung
nhitng trieong dai hoc Ién. Nhitng con dwong lich sik khdc nhau gitta Trung Quéc va
Hoa Ky ¢6 thé dwoc phan tach tir day.

“Thanh pho toa sang trén nui” dan 1oi cho nhén logi

Dao duec Tin lanh, chu nghia cd nhdn, canh tranh tw ban, nha nuwoc phap quyen va
bau cu’pho bién, cung voi bdo chi tir do va tir do thong tin, ngon ludn da bién Hoa Ky
thanh mét “thanh phé téa sang trén niii” va thu hit ngwoi nhdp cu tiv khdp noi trén
thé giéi. Nam 1700, gid tri dau ra ciia luc dia My chi bang 5% tong gid tri san lirong
ciia Viwong quéc Anh.

Nhueng nam 1775, mét nam truée khi Hoa Ky doc lap, gid tri ndy da chiém 2/5 ciia
Virong quéc Anh. Sau d6, méi nam toc do mo réng cir sau muwoi nam la khodang 40%.
Vao thoi diém dé, ving dat thuée sé hitu ciia mét gia dinh binh thwong tai Hoa Ky
hiém khi dudi 60 mau Anh, ma thwong vuot qua 100 mau Anh.

Poi voi nguoi chau Au ma néi, day chinh la nhitng nguoi giau co. Truoe khi My doc
lap murc song cua ngum dan vuot xa chdu Au: Pan 6ng an hon 200 pound thit moi
nam va thyc phdm giau protein khién ho cao hon hai inch so voi nhitng nguoi cung
dé tuoi tai Anh. Nam 1746, mot nguoi viét bai cho“Tap chi Ludn Pén " tin rang ngum
My “tdn hwéng cudc song khién gidi quy toc hoang gia va cong dan cia tdt cd cdac
quoc gia vé cing nguwdng mo.”

John Winthrop, nguoi dugc nhdc & phia trén, dugc cdc nha sw hoc ca ngoi la “nha
tién tri vi dai dau tién ciia Vieong quoc Anh”. Vao nam 1630, khi ddn mét con tau dén



Bdc My, ong da thiét lap y Y nghia toan cau ciia viéc thanh lap mot “Vuwong quoc cia
cdac vi Than (Thanh pho trén dinh nui) nhw sau: “No sé glong nhuw mot thanh pho
trén niii, tat ca déi mdt ciia moi nguwdi sé nhin vao ching ta”, cung cap mét hinh mdu
cho thé gidi va dan 16i cho nhan logi.

Paul Johnson néi rang éng da viét cuén “Lich sir dan téc My~ nay dé nghién cieu va
kham phd xem lieu “Chu nghia ly twong va long vi tha cua mot xa hoi hoan hao”
cung “mong muon va tham vong ciia con nguwoi” dioc dai dién boi "Mayflower’” co
thé dwoc dung hoa cung nhau hay khong? (Johnson tin rang “Néu khong c6 nhitng

diéu nay, mot xd héi giau sirc song hoan toan khéng thé dwege thiét lip.”)

Loi két trong kiét tac bang tiéng Anh dai 1.088 trang ciia éng khang dinh rang “Lich
sw doc dao cua Hoa Ky da san sinh ra mot dan toc phi thmmg nhdt trén thé ' giot. Toi
yéu ho va bay to long kinh trong doi véi ho.”’ Ong tin rang Hoa Ky “dd thiét ké mot
nén cong hoa sé tro thanh mo hinh cho thé gioi.” 400 nam sau, Hoa Ky da tro thanh
siéu cuong quoc kinh té va quan sy duy nhat dwoc cong nhan trén toan cau, dac biét
la nha lanh dao cia thé gidi t do!

Hoa Ky, ngay 22/3/2020

Tao Truong Thanh — Nguyén tac dwoc dang trén tap chi “Look” cua Dai Loan vao
thang 4/2020.



