Du hoc sinh Viét 19 tuéi dwoc Elon Musk moi lam vigc, lwong 6 con sé, chi ngii 2-4
tiéng moi ngay

Qua My chwa day 4 ndam, nhwng véi thanh tich hoc tdp xudt sdc, cd tinh déc ldp, D6
Trong Khoa, 19 tuéi, da dwoc dich than éng Elon Musk, nguoi sang ldp kiém Chii tich
va CEO cua Tesla, Inc. va SpaceX, giri email moi vé lam viéc véi chire danh “kj sw
phan mém cdp cao” (Software Engineer — senior level).

Voi vi tri cong viéc nay, SpaceX sé bao tro Khoa co duoc quéc tich My, lam viéc tai
tru s6 cia SpaceX tai Hawthorne, California. Nhwng vi muén hoc 1én cao nita, cho
nén dén thang 8 nay Khoa maoi nhdn loi du da nhdn dwoc thu tir ngay 12/4/2018.
Ngoadi mirc lrong cao, Khoa dwoc hiedng nhitng quyén loi khéc nhw bdo hiém sikc
khée, tién thuong..., theo bao nguoi Viét.

Niém vui dén ciing mét liic, khi Khoa nhdn dwoc 10i moi ciia 6ng chii SpaceX dong
thoi voi thu chdp nhén vao chwong trinh cao hoc tai trirong dai hoc UC Berkeley. Sau
do, lai tiép tuc nhdn dwoc thi moi ciia truong dai hoc Stanford University, tuy nhién
Khoa da chon Stanford University dé hoc lén tién si. De o duoc co hoi nghé nghiép
va tuwong lai twoti sang nhu hom nay, Khoa da phai n6 5 liee rdt nhiéu khi chi ngii 2-4
tzeng moi ngay.

Khoa ké, qua My vao nam 2014 khi dang hoc chuyén todn tai truong trung hoc
Nguyén Khuyén ¢ Pa Nang. Khoa tir kiém hoc bong trong hai nam hoc I6p 11 va 12
dé gia dinh khéng phdi tén tién, ma chi chi tra tién an khi Khoa hoc tai triueong Boca
Prep International School ¢ Florida.

Voi ca tinh tw lap, Khoa lén mang tim truong, nop don xin nhdp hoc, I-20, cho toi
visa. Sang Florida, Khoa 6 nho nha nguoi chi ba con. Chdng cua chi la luat su nguoi
Mjy. Anh da giuip Khoa ning cao kha nang tleng Anh va anh chi ho giiip Khoa di thi
bang ldi, mua qudn Go va cdc vt dung can thiét. Poi véi Khoa, thoi gian dy la
khodng thoi gian quy gid khi chdan wét chan rdo dén My.

Sau khi tét nghiép bang ti tai quoc té (IB, International Baccalaureate) voi sé diém
cao nhdt truong, Khoa nép don xin vao nhiéu truong dai hoc va dwoc University of
Miami trao hoc béng 96.000USD, trung binh méi nam duwoc 24.000USD, roi
University of Michigan, UCLA, UC Berkeley... Cuéi ciing, Khoa chon hoc UCLA.
Ném 2016 Khoa qua California hoc, va chi trong vong hai nam, Khoa dd lay di
credit. Tinh todn “sat nut” viéc hoc ciia minh dé lam sao hoc vira nhanh ma diém lai
cao, nén moi ngay chang trai 19 tuéi chi ngii toi da 2 dén 4 tiéng. Nho vy, khi vira
hoc xong 0 UCLA, Khoa dwoc ngay cac truong UCLA, UC San Diego, UC Berkeley,
Cal Poly Pomona, Cal State Long Beach, San Jose State University, Harvey Mudd
College, Stanford University la nhitng truong dai hoc hang dau chuyén vé toan, khoa
hoc, va ky thudt, moi hoc chwong trinh cao hoc.

Ngoai viéc scfp xé}? thoi gian hoc va doc sach. Khoa lén Google tim cdc dw an dé lam
thém. Nhiéu dy an trén trang mang MindSumo cua Stanford University. Trang mang
nay co vo so duw an lon cua cdc cong ty, moi nganh nghé, va chia ra 6 linh viec la Kinh



doanh, Ky thudt, Khoa hoc May tinh, Khoa hoc Thuc phcfm, Toan va Khoa hoc, va
Nhan van & Nghé thudt.

Trong nam 2017 Khoa kiém dwoc kha kha tién. Nhitng dy én cé gia 200-300USD thi
Khoa lam ca tram cdi. Roi ¢6 nhitng cdi ¢6 gid hon 1.000USD. Riéng nhitng di dn
mdt nhiéu thoi gian dau tw nhw 11.000USD ciia ngdn hang Wells Fargo, hay lom nhdt
la 50.000USD ciia SpaceX Khoa ciing gianh dwoc. Khoa ké, dir én ciia SpaceX lam
gan ca ndm méi xong va chi hai thang sau éng chit SpaceX nhin Khoa vao lam toan
thoi gian. Pay la diéu Khoa chira bao gio nghi tdi.

Tim project kiém tién

Chang trai 19 tuéi ké, khi con & Viét Nam “chi biét hoc cho ba me vui. Nhung khi qua
My thi xac dinh hoc la cho twong lai cua minh, cho dong ho minh. Trudc khi di hoc
thi ba ndi ¢é dan: ‘Con di lam sao dé vé lam rang danh dong ho D6, béi vi ba ni
tirng song 15 nam ¢ Orange County nhung cudi cing vé do thdy khéng phit hop voi
cudc song & My.”

Nh¢ loi ngi dan, ngoai hoc, anh con di lam thém, vi khong muon phu thudc vao tién
cha me guri qua. “Luc di hoc thi em cé gang dé gido sw chii ¥, va thiong gap gido sw
dé hoi vé bai vo, nho vdy viea lam tro gidng, viea lam gia sw trén trieong. Roi thoi gian
ranh em di day dan, vi em biét choi piano, guitar, electric guitar, violin, kén clarinet
va saxophone,” anh noi.

“Hoéi con nhé em dwoc hoc piano roi, 1én [6p 6 thi hoc guitar, [op 9 hoc violin va
electric guitar. Qua M5 thi hoc kén kén clarinet va saxophone. Liic dau sang hoc ¢
UCLA, em & thanh pho Walnut, Los Angeles County. Sau dé tim dugc nhiéu méi day
piano va guitar ¢ khu nguoi Viét tai Little Saigon nén chuyén xuéng Buena Park,
Orange County, va ciing dé day SAT cho mét trung tam & day. Moi chuyén xuong
diing moét nam thi gio- em phdi chuyén 1én Bac California dé di hoc, di lam,” anh néi
thém.

Dic biét, anh rdt mé sach. “Em doc dii thit hét, nhung da phan la sdch vat Iy, sach ky
thudt, sach tam Iy. Poc dé hoc, dé cé kién thire, dé c6 ky nang Song théi. O Viét Nam
thi em lwoi lam, choi khong ha. Nhung qua ddy thi doc sach rdt nhiéu. Nam ddu tién
doc dwoc 30 cudn, dén nam thir hai thi duoc 50 cuén. Hién tai thi 80 cuén mot nam.
NGO ciing khong co kho,” anh noi nhe ténh.

Va ciing vi “Em hoc ‘phirc tap *lam” nhie Khoa néi, nén doc sach méi giiip anh gidi
quyet chuyén hoc “phicc tap”™ cua minh. “O Viét Nam, cdp hai em hoc chuyén héa,
cdp ba hoc chuyén toan. Qua My tiép tuc hoc chuyén toan. Khi vao dai hoc UCLA thi
hoc nganh khoa hoc may tinh (computer science) va khoa hoc dir liéu (data science).

Nhueng em lai manh vé computer science nén muon vao UC Berkeley. Tuy nhién, em
ciing thich data science nita, nén sé ty tim toi,” anh cho hay. Do thich nhitng gi lién
quan dén todn, khoa hoc, va ky thudt nén anh nghi dén chuyén kiém tién bang nhiing
kién thire dwoc thu nap nho doc sach. Anh lén Google “tim viéc!”

“Em tim dwoc nhiéu project trén trang mang MindSumo cua Stanford University.
Trang mang nay co vo so project lon cua cac cong ty, moi nganh luon, va chia sau
linh vue la Business, Engineering, Computer Science, Food Science, Math & Sciences,



va Humanities & Arts,” anh ké. “Nho vay, trong nam 2017 em kiém duwoc kha kha
tién. Nhitng project c6 gia $200-$300 thi em lam cd tram cdi réi. Roi ¢6 nhitng cdi cé
gid hon $1,000. Riéng nhitng project mat nhiéu thoi gian dau tw nhw $11,000 ciia
ngdn hang Wells Fargo, hay I6n nhat la $50,000 ciia SpaceX em ciing gianh duwoc,’
anh khoe.

’

Anh ké, project cua SpaceX anh lam gan cd nam troi moi xong. “Lic do la hic em
chia tay vo sap cudi cua em hién nay. Khi do Vé t6i nha la chan lam nén em lam
project do dé hét thoi gian,” anh cho hay. Theo anh, SpaceX yéu cau thay vi phong
hoa tién trén mat dat, thi bau khi quyén ton nhiéu nang lwong dé phong do oxy day.
Trong khi d6, ¢ Bic Cie mudn xay mot thang mdy ra ngoai khi quyén, dé cé tram
phéng ngoai khéng gian. Piéu nay dé tiét kiém nhién liéu, va héa tién bay thi tré vé
dwoc, nhu may bay vay.

“Project nay két hop giita vit Iy va khoa hoc mdy tinh. Poi véi em, todn khong phdi
la mén hoc, du em hoc chuyén vé todn. N6 chi la nén tang cua moi khoa hoc, dung de
muron cong cu théi. Véi project ndy ciia SpaceX thi nhitng bude dé lam viéc nay déu
thudc vé khoa hoc dir liéu, khoa hoc mdy tinh, ldp trinh, vdt ly, khong xai todan nhiéu
trong do,” anh néi vé sé tien $50,000 gianh dwoc khi dwa ra y twong cho SpaceX.

“Tur gitta nam 2017 em lam project nay nhung mdai dén Thang Hai, 2018, méi xong.
Vui nhat la chi hai thang sau thi 6ng chu SpaceX nhdan em lam viéc full-time. Day la
diéeu em chwa bao gio nghi toi,” anh chia sé.

“Gia dinh em thi kéu bé hoc di lam lién. Nhung em thi nghi, day la mot trong nhu’ng
co hoi I6n chir khong phai duy nhat, nén em phdi tir tir suy nghi. Dil biét rang ngodi
lwong thi SpaceX dua nhiéu phiic loi nhuw chimg khodn $60,000 mgt nam, xe Tesla,
housing néu & campus cia ho, bdo hiém, quoc tich... nhung néu khéng hoc thi khéng
lam gi duoc. Ma di hoc, cong ty con tra tién nita ma, tai sao lai khong hoc?” anh cho
hay.

Madc du duoc SpaceX tao moi diéu kién, nhung Khoa cho hay: “Néu c6 co héi, em

van thich Apple, Google, Airbnb. Trong dé em thich nhat la Airbnb, vi ‘benefit’ dit
lam dix la c¢éng ty khéng néi tiéng bang nhitng cong ty kia, nhung lrong ciing bang
vay, va lam it ap lyc hon.”

“Em thich lam data science, boi vi lam dit liéu thi d& ap luc hon nhiéu. Trude day cir
nghi la hoc xong ¢ UCLA thi em sé lam chuyén gia phan tich rii ro bén bdo hiém.
Nhueng d tinh ciia minh khéng giong nhw minh nghi. Cuéi ciing thi lai ‘dinh’ vdo
Space X. Nghé tay phai muén lam la data science thi khéng dwoc roi, danh phdi lam
nghé tay trai computer science vay!” anh néi.

Va Khoa rat tam ddc cdu: “Sometimes you make choices in life and sometimes
choices make you,” tirc la “Doi liic ban tao ra co hoi trong cudc song va doi luc co

hoi tao ra ban.”
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