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The Ukrainian Army Just Blew Up One Of Russia’s 10 Terminator Fighting
Vehicles
David Axe (Forbes Staff) - Forbes

The single company of unique BMP-T Terminator fighting vehicles that the Russian
army deployed to eastern Ukraine last spring was, for many months, pretty lucky.
That luck ran out in recent days. The Ukrainians on or around Thursday bagged their
first BMP-T in the woods near Kreminna, 10 miles north of Lysychansk in eastern
Ukraine’s Donbas region.

Ukrainian artillery scored a direct hit on a BMP-T sitting idle on a forest road. It’s
unclear whether the BMP-T was operational at the time. It’s possible it got hit, or
broke down, before the Ukrainian gunners dialed in.

In any event, the Russian army just wrote off a tenth of its Terminators. And it’s about
to get a lot worse for the surviving BMP-T crews. Ukraine’s Challenger 2 tanks are

on their way.

Arms-maker Uralvagonzavod manufactured only 10 or so BMP-Ts for the Russian
army. The five-person Terminator is a unique kind of vehicle. It’s not a tank with a
large-caliber main gun. It’s not an infantry fighting vehicle with a compartment for a
squad of soldiers.

No, the BMP-T is something in-between—a tank-support vehicle.

The 48-ton BMP-T boasts a turret with twin 30-millimeter cannons and a quad
launcher for anti-tank missiles. Its armor protection—a mix of steel, composite and
reactive armor—is equivalent to that of a tank.



In Russian doctrine, the Terminator escorts tanks to protect them from infantry. The
need is obvious. Ukrainian infantry packing portable anti-tank missiles have
destroyed thousands of Russian vehicles.

Last spring most, or all, of the BMP-Ts rolled into eastern Ukraine and joined the
Russian army’s 90th Tank Division near Kreminna.

The Terminators been in the thick of the fighting along what is one of the most
dangerous fronts of Russia’s 11-month-old wider war on Ukraine. The BMP-Ts came
under fire more than once, and some spent some time in a repair depot.

There’s no repairing the BMP-T that ate an artillery shell this week. The fireball
resulting from the hit indicates its ammunition cooked off-

Losing even one of the BMP-Ts is pretty embarrassing to the Russians. The vehicles
are media darlings—and proof that, under the right conditions, Russian industry still
can produce cutting-edge armor.

In fact, the Russian army has concentrated most of its best armor along the Kreminna
sector—not just its BMP-Ts, but also its few new T-90 tanks.

The Ukrainian army is acutely aware of this. It has deployed two of its most capable
brigades—the 25th and 80th Air Mobile Brigades—to the same sector, and now is
training those brigades to use the first 14 new Challenger 2 tanks that the United
Kingdom has pledged to Ukraine.

Unless one of the armies redeploys its brigades in coming weeks, the Challenger 2s
soon could meet the T-90s and BMP-Ts around Kreminna. But now there’s one less
BMP-T to worry about.

Where in Alaska did military shoot down flying ‘object’ days after intercepting
Chinese spy balloon?
Josh Marcus - The Independent

The US military shot down a high-altitude “object” above waters off the coast of
Alaska, officials announced on Friday.

“We are calling this an “object” because that is the best description we have right
now,” John Kirby of the National Security Council said during a briefing at the White
House on Friday, describing the object as sitting at 40,000 feet and posing a
“reasonable threat” to civilian aircraft before it was taken down by fighter jets.

“We don’t understand the full purpose, we don’t have any information that would
confirm a stated purpose for this object,” he added.

The news comes after US jets shot down what’s believed to be a Chinese spy
balloon last weekend that flew across the continental US. (China says it was a civilian
research craft that veered off course.)

“We do expect to be able to recover the debris since it fell not only within our
territorial space but what we believe is frozen water. A recovery effort will be made
and we are hopeful it will be successful and we can learn more about it,” Mr Kirby
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continued. “It was much, much smaller than the spy balloon we took down last
Saturday.”

Map of location in Alaska near where US fighter jets shot down latest high-altitude
‘object’ (The Independent)© Provided by The Independent

The object’s exact location isn’t known, but the Federal Aviation
Administration issued a flight restriction notice around Dead-horse, Alaska, near the
Prudhoe Bay oil fields on Alaska’s North Slope.

An Air Force C-130 plane is now circling area, the Alaska Beacon reports, and two
Blackhawk helicopters are en route, according to Must Read Alaska.

The region of Northern Alaska where the object was shot down, near the Arctic
Ocean, is home to the largest oil fields in North America.
It contains sensitive infrastructure like the Trans-Alaska Pipeline for moving oil.

Alaska is home to nine military bases with over 18,000 military personnel,
including key parts of the US missile defence system.

The NSC official said authorities wouldn’t be able to speak further as to what the
object was doing in that part of the state until Coast Guard recovery teams are able to
“potentially recover some of those materials.”

“But the primary concern again was the potential hazard to civil flight,” he added.
“And so again, we’ll know more later...We’ll know more once we assess it.”
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Turkey earthquake live updates: Death toll rises to over 23,000 in Turkey, Syria
ABC News

More than 23,000 people are dead after a 7.8 magnitude
earthquake rocked southeastern Turkey and northwestern Syria early Monday,
according to officials.

The predawn quake was centered in the town of Pazarcik in Turkey's southeastern
Kahramanmaras province and was followed by several powerful aftershocks.
Thousands of buildings were toppled on both sides of the border, and the death toll
was expected to rise as rescue workers searched for survivors in the massive piles of

rubble.

A 7.8 magnitude earthquake shook central Turkey early Monday and was followed by
a strong aftershock.© Associated Press Staff/AP

Latest Developments

White Helmets stop search and rescue

The volunteer organization Syria Civil Defense announced in a statement Friday that
after 108 hours of work, its first responders have ceased search and rescue operations
and have shifted to search and recovery in northwestern Syria.

-ABC News' Will Gretsky

US ‘ramping up’ assistance to Turkey, Syria: White House
The United States is “ramping up” assistance to Turkey and Syria, White House
spokesperson John Kirby said Friday.
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People bury their loved ones at the cemetery in Adiyaman, Turkey after the
earthquake on Friday, Feb. 10, 2023.© Emrah Gurel/AP

“In Turkey, a USAID Disaster Assistance and Response Team is already on the
ground. And two of our most highly trained urban search and rescue teams are
conducting operations in support of Turkish rescue efforts in Adana -- one of the
hardest-hit areas inside the country,” Kirby said. “These teams have nearly 200
personnel combined between them, specialized equipment and canine support dogs,
as well.”

Kirby said they 've been able to “expand their operational reach with the support of

U.S. military Blackhawk helicopters” to try and get around the extensive damage to
roads and bridges.

People console each other as the search for survivors continues after a deadly
earthquake in Kahramanmaras, Turkey, Feb. 10, 2023.© Suhaib Salem/Reuters

“To date, they have been able to cover more than 630 sites across Adana [in Turkey],”
Kirby said. “In Syria, our humanitarian partners continue to urgently scale up
response efforts to reach people in need. That work will include, or has included,
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chartered flights that are transporting essential medical supplies and teams
distributing hot meals and other food.”

The United Nations and its partners have successfully completed two humanitarian
convoys into northwest Syria, Kirby said. One partner delivered 14 additional
truckloads of supplies through the Bab-al-Hawa Crossing on the Turkey-Syria border,
“totaling now 20 trucks of critical medicines, food and water to people in need over
the last two days,” he said.

Kirby said U.S. sanctions imposed on Syria “will not prevent or inhibit prohibiting
humanitarian assistance.”
-ABC News ' Justin Gomez

Death toll rises to over 23,000 in Turkey, Syria

Monday's massive earthquake and powerful aftershocks have claimed at least 23,270
lives.

In Turkey, at least 20,213 people were killed and more than 80,000 others were
injured, according to officials.

An aerial photo showing the destruction in Hatay city center, southern Turkey,
Thursday, Feb. 9, 2023.© AP

Meanwhile, at least 3,507 people were killed and 7,115 others were injured in both
government- and rebel-controlled areas of northwestern Syria, according to
combined figures from the Syrian Ministry of Health and the Syrian civil defense and
medical group that operates in opposition-held areas, known as the White Helmets.
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Volunteers distribute aid to people in Antakya, southern Turkey, Feb. 8,
2023.© Khalil Hamra/AP

The Associated Press reported that the rising death toll in Turkey and Syria is now
higher than the number of people who died as a result of the 2011 earthquake and
tsunami in Japan'’s northeastern Tohoku region, which caused the nuclear accident in

Fukushima.
-ABC News Joe Simonetti

10-day-old baby boy rescued from rubble after 90 hours
A newborn baby boy was rescued from the rubble in Turkey Friday, nearly 90 hours
after the quake hit.

The baby, named Yagiz Ulas, was just 10 days old when he was rescued, along with
his mother, Reuters reported. After the baby was removed from the rubble of the
building in Hatay province, he was wrapped in a thermal blanket and put in an
ambulance, according to Reuters.

Ten-day-old baby Yagiz Ulas is examined by first responders in Hatay, Turkey on Feb.
9, 2023, after being rescued from the rubble 90 hours after 7.7 and 7.6 magnitude
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earthquakes hit parts of Turkey and Syria. The child's mother was also
rescued.© Anadolu Agency via Getty Images

121 Turkish citizens rescued in past 24 hours, official says
As the desperate search for survivors continues, 121 Turkish citizens have been pulled

from the rubble alive in the past 24 hours, Vice President Fuat Oktay said Thursday.

The search and rescue operations in Kilis and Sanlurfa provinces have been
completed, and they are almost complete in Adana, Osmaniye and Diyarbakir

provinces, Oktay said.

Israeli Defence Forces' members and a Turkish rescue team's members move a
rescued 14-year-old girl from under the rubble, in the aftermath of an earthquake, in
Kahramanmaras, Turkey, Feb. 9, 2023.© Ronen Zvulun/Reuters
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A woman is pulled from the rubble, Feb. 10, 2023, 108 hours after 7.7 and 7.6
magnitude earthquakes hit multiple provinces of Turkey including the Antakya district
of Hatay, Turkey.© Anadolu Agency via Getty Images

-ABC News' Will Gretsky

USAID announces $85 million for earthquake relief

The United States Agency for International Development is providing $85 million in
“urgent humanitarian assistance" that will go toward shelter, "food, medicine and
other desperately needed aid to those in need” in Turkey and Syria, USAID
Administrator Samantha Power announced Thursday on Twitter.

A boy and her mother are rescued by German and British rescue teams after an 8
hour operation in Kahramanmaras, Turkey, Feb. 9, 2023.© Arnaud
Andrieu/SIPA/Shutterstock

People sit around a fire near the site of a collapsed building in the aftermath of an
earthquake, in Kahramanmaras, Turkey, Feb. 8, 2023.© Suhaib Salem/Reuters
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This comes as American responders are “leading the search for survivors” in
Adiyaman, Turkey, said USAID spokesperson Jessica Jennings.

Using sensitive cameras, listening devices, and search-and-rescue dogs, the team is
able to target their search for survivors more accurately,” she said.

In Syria, Jennings said access to some of the hardest-hit areas remains “extremely
challenging” due to damage to infrastructure, the security situation and weather
concerns. However, she said that as of Thursday, one USAID partner was able to
move six truckloads of supplies into the country.

-ABC News’ Shannon Crawford

Syria in need of more help: 'It’s like a drop in the ocean’

Members of the International Medical Corps dispatched to impacted areas of

Syria have “started crying on the phone when I asked them what it was like, ” Wafaa
Sadek, country director for International Medical Corps in Syria, told ABC News.

“People everywhere on the streets. The weather is absolutely freezing. They don’t
have anywhere to go. The children are screaming. Adults screaming,” Sadek said.
“The situation is very, very bad.”

A member of the White Helmets civil defense rescue team stands in front of the rubble
of a building during the search for survivors in the rebel-held Syrian town of Jindaris,
Syria on Feb. 8, 2023.© AFP via Getty Images

Sadek said her team told her of a little girl in Aleppo who was shouting, “Please,
somebody get me out! I will serve you for the rest of my life, just get me out of here,
please.”

Sadek said she wants to see more international help for Syria. She’s calling for
sanctions to be lifted so more aid can get through.
“This is a humanitarian crisis,” Sadek said. “We should put our differences aside.”
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Sadek stressed, “Syria is very much in need. The help which has come from all the
over the world is much appreciated, but we really need a lot more. It’s like a drop in
the ocean.”

-ABC News’ Zoe Magee

Death toll exceeds 17,000 in Turkey, Syria

Monday’s massive earthquake and powerful aftershocks have killed at least 14,014
people and injured more than 63,000 others in southeastern Turkey, according to the
latest figures announced by Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

People work at the site of a collapsed building, in the aftermath of the deadly
earthquake, in Kahramanmaras, Turkey, Feb. 8, 2023.© Ronen Zvulun/Reuters

Meanwhile, at least 3,162 people were killed and over 5,600 others were injured in
both government- and rebel-controlled areas of northwestern Syria, according to
combined figures from the Syrian Ministry of Health and the Syrian civil defense and
medical group that operates in opposition-held areas, known as the White Helmets.
-ABC News’ Joe Simonetti

CAIR-NY says former board member and his family were killed in earthquake

The Council on American-Islamic Relations' New York chapter tweeted Wednesday
that a former board member, Burak Firik, along with his wife and two children were
killed in Turkey during the earthquake.

A CAIR-NY representative told ABC News that the family, from Queens, was in
Turkey to take care of Firik's father, who was having health issues.
-ABC News' Darren Reynolds

Death toll surpasses 15,000 in Turkey, Syria

Monday's massive earthquake and powerful aftershocks have killed at least 12,391
people and injured 62,914 others in southeastern Turkey, according to the Turkish
Disaster and Emergency Management Authority.
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Meanwhile, at least 2,962 people were killed and 4,654 others were injured in both
government- and rebel-controlled areas of northwestern Syria, according to
combined figures from the Syrian Ministry of Health and the Syrian civil defense and
medical group that operates in opposition-held areas, known as the White Helmets.
-ABC News' Ellie Kaufman

US registers rise in highly infectious norovirus causing stomach illness

CDC says positive tests for virus, which causes nausea, diarrhea and stomach pain,
peaked at 16% in January.

Lauren Aratani

Norovirus, computer illustration. The disease causes nausea, vomiting, diarrhoea and
abdominal pain. Photograph: Kateryna Kon/Science Photo Library/Getty
Images/Science Photo Library RF

The US is seeing a rise in the norovirus informally called the stomach flu or stomach
bug, according to the American Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
with positive tests for the contagious illness peaking at 16% in January.

The rise in infections spans the US, according to the healthcare agency, with infection
rates not seen since last spring.

The illness is highly infectious, spreading easily through close contact with others,
touching surfaces or consuming contaminated food or beverages. Those infected can
shed billions of particles with the illness, and only a few particles can make a person
sick.

While immunity upon infection is possible, it is unclear how long it lasts, making
repeat infections possible.

Symptoms of the illness include nausea, diarrhea and stomach pain as the virus
causes inflammation in the intestines, the CDC said. There is no treatment for the
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illness, though symptoms — while unpleasant — are usually mild and clear up in a few
days. Doctors recommend drinking plenty of liquids when dealing with an infection.

Health experts emphasize frequent hand washing with warm water and soap as an
important measure to prevent norovirus. Hand sanitizer is not as effective against the
virus as hand washing.

Regions across the country are seeing outbreaks, particularly in schools. Recent
outbreaks have been reported in and around Washington DC, Detroit and Las Vegas,
among other places.

Though norovirus infections are increasing around the country, the CDC says
contagion levels are on par with what was seen before the Covid-19 pandemic as
activity restrictions related to that crisis have continued to ease. Norovirus usually
peaks between November and April of any given year.

“Norovirus outbreaks and reported cases from both state health departments and
clinical laboratories are increasing but remain within the expected range for this time
of year,” a spokesperson for the CDC, Kate Grusich, told NBC News.

“Prevention measures implemented during the Covid-19 pandemic were likely
effective in preventing norovirus outbreaks. As pandemic restrictions have relaxed,
the number of norovirus outbreaks has returned to levels similar to Pre-pandemic
years.”

In September, the CDC released a report that showed that the number of norovirus
outbreaks from August 2021 to July 2022 was three times more than outbreaks seen in
the previous year.

Nearly three years after Covid-19 saw widespread lockdown measures and mask
mandates, such policies are largely nonexistent. Hospitals are some of the only places
that require masks, and some — like ones in New York state — are starting to drop
their masking policies.

Experts have pointed to the seemingly bad flu season and spread of respiratory
syncytial virus — or RSV — this winter as other illnesses that have seen a resurgence
since the rescinding of Covid-19 measures that also kept those other illnesses in check.

The CDC has estimated that this flu season has seen at least 25m illnesses and 18,000
deaths. Covid-19 is also still circulating, with about 280,000 cases and 3,100 deaths
being reported weekly.

Joe Biden Could be Assassinated in Ukraine, Russian Pundits Warn
Gerrard Kaonga - Newsweek
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Ukrainian Presidential Press Office, U.S. President Joe Biden meets with Ukrainian

President Volodymyr Zelensky at the Ukrainian presidential palace on February 20,

2023 in Kyiv, Ukraine. Russian TV pundits have discussed the possibility that Biden
could be assassinated while visiting the country.© Getty

Russian TV pundits discussed the possibility that Joe Biden could be assassinated
during his surprise visit to Ukraine.

Anton Geraschenko, adviser to Ukraine's Minister of Internal affairs, shared a
translated clip of the comments to his Twitter page on February 20, captioning the
video: "Propagandists are already discussing Biden's visit to Kyiv. Bloodthirsty as
always."

Geraschenko did not name who was speaking or when exactly the comments were
made, however, Biden's trip to Ukraine came as a surprise and was only widely
reported on after he had already arrived in the country.

According to the translation, one person said: "Maybe someone in the State
Department persuaded the old man [Biden] to show off, but in fact the subtext could
be different.

"Here is the leak with the gas pipeline exploded and this trip may lead us to some
such event as September 11.

"When Zelensky will be lying there at the same time, next to a bodyguard in
sunglasses.

"Well, that's the kind of chic provocation they may have planned. You can imagine if
something explodes on the square while we are sitting here."

Another person questions whether an attempt on Zelensky's life would actually be a
staged attack.
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‘He’s Just Been Plain Wrong’: Biden Says of Putin During Visit to Kyiv
They received the response: "And maybe they decided to eliminate Biden like that
too."

National security adviser Jake Sullivan said that the U.S. notified Moscow about
Biden's visit to Ukraine shortly before his departure from Washington to avoid any
miscalculation that could result in an escalation in the conflict with Russia, according
to an AP report.

Sullivan also noted that final approval was given for the trip on Friday and it had
been in the planning stages for months. Biden was also briefed on security plans for
the visit.

Speaking on Twitter, Biden confirmed his visit and used the opportunity to criticize
Russian President Viadimir Putin ahead of the first anniversary of Russia's invasion.

In a tweet Biden said: "As we approach the anniversary of Russia's brutal invasion of
Ukraine, I'm in Kyiv today to meet with President Zelensky and reaffirm our
unwavering commitment to Ukraine's democracy, sovereignty, and territorial
integrity."

In a follow up tweet, Biden wrote: "When Putin launched his invasion nearly one year
ago, he thought Ukraine was weak and the West was divided. He thought he could
outlast us. But he was dead wrong.

"Over the last year, the United States has built a coalition of nations from the Atlantic
to the Pacific to help defend Ukraine with unprecedented military, economic, and
humanitarian support—and that support will endure."

Newsweek has contacted the White House for comment.

US told Russia of Biden's surprise trip to Ukraine just before he arrived: Officials
trip to Ukraine. Nearly one year since the beginning of Russia's full
ABC News

Biden makes surprise visit to Ukraine

Following President Joe Biden's surprise visit to the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv on
Monday, senior members of his administration detailed the security discussions that
led up to the decision to go on the trip and the content of the meetings Biden had with
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy over the course of his roughly five hours in
the city.

And while the officials remained tight-lipped about the precise security details
required to manage the trip, including Biden's mode of transportation in and out of
the war-torn country, they did say that the U.S. informed Russia of the visit shortly
before Biden left for Ukraine.
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"We did notify the Russians that President Biden would be traveling to Kyiv. We did
so some hours before his departure for deconfliction purposes,” Jake Sullivan, the
national security adviser to the president, told reporters on Monday morning in a
press briefing.

"Because of the sensitive nature of those communications, I won't get into how they
responded or what the precise nature of our message was. But I can confirm that we
provided that notification," Sullivan said.

The planning for the trip was incredibly delicate, said John Finer, the U.S. deputy
national security adviser, and began months prior.

"Only a handful of people" from offices across Washington were involved, including
the White House chief of staff’s office, the National Security Council, the White House
Military Office, the Pentagon, the Secret Service and the intelligence community,
Finer said.

Russia's President Viadimir Putin takes part in an event marking Gazprom's 30th
anniversary, via video link at a residence outside Moscow, Russia, Feb. 17,
2023.© Sputnik via Reuters

"The president was fully briefed on each stage of the plan and any potential
contingencies and then made the final go- or no-go decision after a huddle in the
Oval Office and by phone with some key members of his national security cabinet on
Friday,"” Finer said.

Among the challenges around such a visit was the limited U.S. military and embassy
presence in Ukraine, compared to other war zones that presidents have visited,
administration officials said.

"Unlike previous visits ... like Iraq and Afghanistan, the U.S. obviously does not have
a military presence on the ground in Ukraine which made a visit from a sitting
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president all the more challenging. But this was a risk that Joe Biden wanted to take,"”
White House communications director Kate Bedingfield said.

The administration officials emphasized that the risk was strategic -- intended to show
Russian President Viadimir Putin that the U.S. stands strong with Ukraine and is
confident enough in Ukraine's military prowess to visit the capital city in a time of
war, one year after Russia first invaded.

"What he [Biden] wanted to do in Kyiv was to send a clear, unmistakable message of
enduring American support for Ukraine," Sullivan said.

"And also to be able to stand there next to President Zelenskyy in a free Kyiv to not
Jjust tell, but to show the world through a powerful demonstration that Ukraine is
successfully resisting Russian aggression and Russia is suffering strategic failure in
Ukraine," Sullivan said.

People walk past light installations at Zaryadie park in front of the Spasskaya tower
of the Kremlin and the Saint Basil cathedral, in Moscow on Feb. 19, 2023.© Yuri
Kadobnov/AFP via Getty Images

Asked whether there were security concerns from the Pentagon or other officials,
Sullivan declined to share the planning conversations but said that Biden made the
decision based on presentations from his security team.

"The president proceeded with the confidence that his security team was able to bring
risks to a manageable level,"” Sullivan said. "That was what ultimately led him to
make the call to go."

"I am not going to get into specifics of who said what to him in the Oval, particularly
on things as sensitive as his security. I will just say that he got a full presentation of a
very good and very effective operational security plan. He heard that presentation. He
was satisfied that the risk was manageable,” Sullivan said.

While in Kyiv, Biden met with Zelenskyy and Ukrainian first lady Olena Zelenska at
Mariinsky Palace, visited St. Michael's Golden-Domed Cathedral in central Kyiv and
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laid a wreath at the Wall of Remembrance for those slain in the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, just as air raid sirens sounded.

Biden also announced another $500 million in aid, which he's expected to further
detail in a speech on Tuesday night from Poland.

President Joe Biden walks with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy at St.
Michael's Golden-Domed Cathedral during an unannounced visit, in Kyiv, Ukraine,
Monday, Feb. 20, 2023.© Evan Vucci/AP

During the visit, which lasted from around 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. local time, Zelenskyy and
Biden had an extended conversation about "all aspects of the ongoing war,"
according to Sullivan, including the battlefield, humanitarian aid, energy
infrastructure and economic support.

Biden was also briefed by members of Zelenskyy's team to understand what would be
needed to sustain Ukraine's efforts "and then some."”

Regarding whether F-16 fighter jets were discussed -- which Zelenskyy has long
sought -- Sullivan would not get into the specifics of the discussion, though Biden and
Zelenskyy noted in their public remarks from Kyiv that the U.S. wasn't sending any
new ammunition that Ukraine hasn't received before.

"What I will say is that there was a good discussion on the subject. I think the two
presidents both laid out their perspectives on a number of different capabilities that
have been thrown around in the press both recently and over the course of several
months. And I will leave it at that," Sullivan said.
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Sneaking a president from DC to Kyiv without anyone noticing
EVAN VUCCI, JOHN LEICESTER & ZEKE MILLER - San diego Union Tribute

President Joe Biden’s motorcade slipped out of the White House around 3:30 a.m.
Sunday. No big, flashy Air Force One for this trip -— the president vanished into the
darkness on an Air Force C-32, a modified Boeing 757 normally used for domestic
trips to smaller airports.

US President Joe Biden, left, walks with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy at
St. Michael's Golden-Domed Cathedral during an unannounced visit, in Kyiv,
Ukraine, Monday, Feb. 20, 2023. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci) (Evan Vucci / Associated
Press)© Provided by San Diego Union Tribune

The next time he turned up — 20 hours later — it was in downtown Kyiv, Ukraine.

Biden’s surprise visit to Ukraine on Monday was the first time in modern history that
a U.S. leader visited a war zone outside the aegis of the U.S. military — a feat the
White House said carried some risk even though Moscow was given a heads-up.

Over the next five hours, the president made multiple stops around town — ferried
about in a black SUV rather than the presidential limousine — without any
announcement to the Ukrainian public that he was there.

But all that activity attracted enough attention that word of his presence leaked out
well before he could get back to Poland, which was the original plan. Aides at the
White House were surprised the secret held as long as it did.

But Russia knew what the Ukrainian public did not. U.S. officials had given Moscow
notice of Biden's trip.

The president had been itching since last year to join the parade of other Western
officials who have visited Kyiv to pledge support standing shoulder to shoulder with
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in the capital.
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Biden's planned trip to Warsaw, Poland, and the Presidents' Day holiday provided an
obvious opening to tack on a stop in Kyiv. A small group of senior officials at the
White House and across U.S. national security agencies set about working in secret

for months to make it happen, national security adviser Jake Sullivan said on Monday.

Biden only gave the final sign-off on Friday.

Sullivan said the trip “required a security, operational, and logistical effort from
professionals across the U.S. government to take what was an inherently risky
undertaking and make it a manageable risk.”

Once Biden was secreted aboard the Air Force jet, the call sign “SAM060,” for
Special Air Mission, was used for the plane instead of the usual “Air Force One.” It
took off from Joint Base Andrews at 4:15 a.m. Eastern time.

After a refueling stop in Germany, Biden’s aircraft switched off its transponder for
the roughly hour-long flight to Rzeszow, Poland, the airport that has served as the
gateway for billions of dollars in Western arms and VIP visitors into Ukraine.

He arrived in Kyiv at 8§ a.m. Monday and was greeted by Ambassador Bridget Brink
and entered his motorcade for the drive to Mariinsky Palace. Even while he was on
the ground in Ukraine, flights transporting military equipment and other goods were
continuing unabated to Rzeszow from Western cities.

Meanwhile, in Kyiv, many main streets and central blocks were cordoned off without
explanation. People started sharing videos of long motorcades of cars speeding along
streets where access was restricted — the first clues that Biden had arrived.



https://apnews.com/article/biden-kyiv-russia-government-andrzej-duda-poland-1a3fae5e20c14d2e6b4f7628f1ae4262
https://www.msn.com/en-us/video/news/one-year-later-ukraine-stands-us-president-joe-biden-makes-surprise-visit-to-kyiv/vi-AA17Ig7v?ocid=msedgntp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/video/news/one-year-later-ukraine-stands-us-president-joe-biden-makes-surprise-visit-to-kyiv/vi-AA17Ig7v?ocid=msedgntp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/video/news/one-year-later-ukraine-stands-us-president-joe-biden-makes-surprise-visit-to-kyiv/vi-AA17Ig7v?ocid=msedgntp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/video/news/one-year-later-ukraine-stands-us-president-joe-biden-makes-surprise-visit-to-kyiv/vi-AA17Ig7v?ocid=msedgntp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/video/news/one-year-later-ukraine-stands-us-president-joe-biden-makes-surprise-visit-to-kyiv/vi-AA17Ig7v?ocid=msedgntp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/video/news/one-year-later-ukraine-stands-us-president-joe-biden-makes-surprise-visit-to-kyiv/vi-AA17Ig7v?ocid=msedgntp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/video/news/one-year-later-ukraine-stands-us-president-joe-biden-makes-surprise-visit-to-kyiv/vi-AA17Ig7v?ocid=msedgntp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/video/news/president-joe-biden-makes-unannounced-visit-to-kyiv/vi-AA17HyYz?ocid=msedgntp

Biden traveled with a far smaller than usual retinue: Sullivan, deputy chief of staff
Jen O’Malley Dillon and the director of Oval Office operations, Annie Tomasini.
They were joined by his Secret Service detail, the military aide carrying the so-called
“nuclear football,” a small medical team and the official White House photographer.

Only two journalists were on board instead of the usual complement of 13. Their
electronic devices were powered off and turned over to the White House for the
duration of the trip into Ukraine.

A small number of journalists based in Ukraine were summoned to a downtown hotel
on Monday morning to join them, not informed that Biden was visiting until shortly
before his arrival.

Even with Western surface-to-air missile systems bolstering Ukraine’s defenses, it
was rare for a U.S. leader to travel to a conflict zone where the U.S. or its allies did
not have control over the airspace.

The U.S. military does not have a presence in Ukraine other than a small detachment
of Marines guarding the embassy in Kyiv, making Biden’s visit more complicated
than visits by prior U.S. leaders to war zones.

“We did notify the Russians that President Biden will be traveling to Kyiv,” Sullivan
told reporters. “We did so some hours before his departure for deconfliction
purposes.” He declined to specify the exact message or to whom it was delivered but
said the heads-up was to avoid any miscalculation that could bring the two nuclear-
armed nations into direct conflict.

While Biden was in Kyiv, U.S. surveillance planes, including E-3 Sentry airborne
radar and an electronic RC-135W Rivet Joint aircraft, were keeping watch over Kyiv
from Polish airspace.

The sealing off of Kyiv roads that are usually humming with traffic brought an eerie
calm to the center of the capital. It was so quiet that crows could be heard cawing as
Biden and Zelenskyy walked from their motorcade to the gold-domed St. Michael’s
Cathedral under skies as blue as the outer walls of the cathedral itself.
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“Let’s walk in and take a look,” Biden said, wearing his trademark aviator
sunglasses against the glare. The presidents disappeared inside as heavily armed
soldiers stood guard outside.

Cathedral bells chirped at the stroke of 11:30 a.m. followed shortly by air raid alarms,
at 11:34 a.m., just before the men reemerged. The sirens were first a distant howl
rising over the city, followed seconds later by alarms from mobile phone apps wailing
from people’s pockets.

Those alarms are voiced by “Star Wars” actor Mark Hamill, and his Luke Skywalker
voice urged people to take cover, warning: “Don’t be careless. Your overconfidence
is your weakness.”

The two leaders walked at a measured pace with no outward signs of concern through
the cathedral's arched front gate onto the square in front, where the rusting hulks of
destroyed Russian tanks and other armored vehicles have been stationed as grim
reminders of the war.

When the square isn’t blocked off; as it was during the leaders’ visit, people come to
look at the vehicles, many taking selfies.

Biden appeared to pay the hulks no mind as he and Zelenskyy followed behind honor
guards carrying two wreaths to the wall of remembrance honoring Ukrainian soldiers
killed since 2014, the year Russia annexed Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula and
Russian-backed fighting erupted in eastern Ukraine.

It was only then that the first images of Biden in the capital popped up on Ukrainian
social media and the secret visit became global news.

“He is like an example of a president who is not afraid to show up in Ukraine and to
support us,” said Kyiv resident Myroslava Renova, 23, after Biden’s visit became
known.

The all-clear notice, also voiced by Hamill, sounded at 1:07 p.m., long after Biden
had headed to the U.S. Embassy for a brief stop before departing the country.

“The air alert is over," Hamill said. “May the force be with you.”

*#* Associated Press photographer Evan Vucci reported from aboard Biden's aircraft
and in Kyiv. Miller reported from Washington.

*#* Associated Press writer Aamer Madhani in Washington and Nicolae Dumitrache

in Kyiv contributed.

*** This story originally appeared in San Diego Union-Tribune.

'People’s court’ tries Vladimir Putin for war in Ukraine
MIKE CORDER (Associated Press) - AP
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THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) — A “people's court” put Russian President
Vladimir Putin on trial Monday for the crime of aggression over his invasion of
Ukraine, in a symbolic move to close an “accountability gap” in the absence of an
international tribunal with jurisdiction.

Judges Priya Pillai, left, Zak Yacoob, center, and Stephen Rapp, right, listen to the
first witness of the 'people's tribunal’ where prosecutors symbolically put Russian
President Viadimir Putin on trial for the crime of aggression in Ukraine, in The
Hague, Netherlands, Monday, Feb. 20, 2023. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)© Provided by
The Associated Press

The court has no legal powers but prosecutors said they will present evidence that
Putin committed the crime of aggression by ordering the invasion nearly a year ago,
unleashing a devastating war that has killed thousands and left towns and cities in
FUins.

“This is a crime that belongs in the annals of infamy. It is a crime that demands
accountability,” said Drew White, a Canadian lawyer acting as one of the court's
prosecutors.

While the International Criminal Court has opened an investigation into crimes
committed in Ukraine, it does not have jurisdiction to prosecute Russia’s leaders for
aggression.

However, international pressure is mounting for a special tribunal to be established
to prosecute the crime. The European Union’s legislature passed a non-binding
resolution in January calling on the 27-nation bloc to work “in close cooperation
with Ukraine to seek and build political support in the U.N. General Assembly and
other international forums ... for creating the special tribunal for the crime of
aggression against Ukraine.”
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Judges Priya Pillai, third right, Zak Yacoob, second right, and Stephen Rapp, right,
open the 'people’s tribunal’ where prosecutors, left, symbolically put Russian
President Viadimir Putin on trial for the crime of aggression in Ukraine, in The
Hague, Netherlands, Monday, Feb. 20, 2023. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)© Provided by
The Associated Press

The Netherlands, home to several international courts, has offered to host the court.

Judges Priya Pillai, third right, Zak Yacoob, second right, and Stephen Rapp, right,
open the 'people’s tribunal’ where prosecutors Tapas K Baul, second left, David
Akerson, third left, and Drew White, fourth left, symbolically put Russian President
Viadimir Putin on trial for the crime of aggression in Ukraine, in The Hague,
Netherlands, Monday, Feb. 20, 2023. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)© Provided by The
Associated Press
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The people’s court is an initiative of rights group Cinema for Peace, Ukraine’s
Center for Civil Liberties and Ben Ferencz, the 102-year-old lawyer who is the last
surviving prosecutor from the post-World War Il Nuremburg trials of senior Nazi

leaders.

A week of hearings opened in The Hague two days after U.S. Vice President Kamala
Harris said that Washington has determined that Russian forces in Ukraine have
committed crimes against humanity and insisted that perpetrators are brought to

Justice.

The first day Monday also coincided with an unannounced visit to Kyiv by U.S.
President Joe Biden.

The court is scheduled to deliver a verdict on Friday, the anniversary of Russia's
invasion.

Putin was invited to participate in the hearing, but organizers got no response from

the Russian embassy in The Hague.
Nobel Peace Prize winner Oleksandra Matviichuk of the Ukraine civil liberties

organization made a statement via a video link ahead of the opening session.

Judges Priya Pillai, left, Zak Yacoob, center, and Stephen Rapp, right, open the
'people’s tribunal’ where prosecutors, left, symbolically put Russian President
Viadimir Putin on trial for the crime of aggression in Ukraine, in The Hague,

Netherlands, Monday, Feb. 20, 2023. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)© Provided by The
Associated Press

“Putin and the ... political leadership and high military command who initiated,
planned and started this war of aggression have to be punished for this international
crime,” she said.
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Judges Priya Pillai, left, Zak Yacoob, center, and Stephen Rapp, right, listen to the
first witness of the 'people's tribunal’ where prosecutors symbolically put Russian
President Vladimir Putin on trial for the crime of aggression in Ukraine, in The
Hague, Netherlands, Monday, Feb. 20, 2023. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)© Provided by
The Associated Press

The first witness was a Ukrainian journalist, Angela Slobodyan, who told a panel of
three judges that she was in the city of Kherson when Russian forces rolled in
“shooting everything that was moving.”

Russian Troops Film Appeal to Putin: 'We Do Not Know Who Our Commander Is'
Brendan Cole - Newsweek

Video that purportedly shows Russian troops expressing discontent about the lack of
a chain of command has been widely viewed online.

Ukrainian soldiers outside of Bakhmut, in the Donetsk oblast on January 18, 2023.
Video purportedly showing Russian troops from Omsk who had been sent to Donetsk
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has been shared on social media showing them complain that they do not know who
their commander is.© Getty Images

Ukrainian internal affairs advisor, Anton Gerashchenko, tweeted a clip he said

showed mobilized Russian troops expressing a range of complaints as they stood in
the snow in an undisclosed location.

In front of the group stands one soldier reading out a statement appealing to
both Vladimir Putin and Alexander Burkov, who is governor of Russia's Omsk region,
whose capital city of the same name was where they were mobilized from.

The soldier says that the group is from the 504th tank regiment, which trained as
artillerymen in Omsk before being sent to the Chelyabinsk Oblast town of Chebarkul
for further preparation at an artillery range.

Upon their return to Omsk additional training that they were expecting was not
provided and he said the regiment was sent to eastern Ukraine on January 5. After

arriving in the self-proclaimed Donetsk People's Republic all its personnel were
dispersed into different groups.

"Communication with our command broke down,"” he said.

"The only officer who stayed with us, the chief of artillery, said, 'l am not your
commander,'" and that the 504th regiment had been disbanded and had been told "we
now belong to the Donetsk People's Republic Army."


https://www.newsweek.com/ukraine-plots-win-war-drones-russia-anton-gerashchenko-1782362
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/vladimir-putin

He said that they were then retrained as infantry but after several trips to a firing
range were asked for money to pay for gas. Failure to pay meant being sent to the
front line. The soldier added that their military cards were collected and stamped
without any date, order number or commander's signature.

"We do not know who our commander is and what unit we belong to," he said, adding
that there was "no communication” between his regimental commander and the chief
of staff, who is a lieutenant colonel.

Next to the video, which as of Monday morning had been viewed more than 75,000
times, Geraschchenko wrote: "Russian mobilized men complain: either money for gas
or to the front lines.

"Today marks 162 years since slavery was canceled in Russia but they probably
haven't heard about it," he added in the post on Sunday, referring to Tsar Alexander
1I's 1861 emancipation of Russia's serfs.

Newsweek has contacted the Russian defense ministry for comment.

The video has emerged following months of reports of low morale among Russian
troops and a huge reported spike in casualties among those fighting for Vladimir
Putin.

On Monday, British defense officials said that Russia has suffered many

casualties, particularly in Bakhmut, as well as Vuhledar. The high losses among the
"elite 155th and 40th Naval Infantry Brigades are likely to have made them "combat
ineffective" the officials said.

China furious after US warns against arming Russia: ‘The US is in no position to
tell China what to do’
Peter Kasperowicz - FOX News

Diplomatic relations between the U.S. and China deteriorated further on Monday
after China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs snapped at the Biden administration for
suggesting that it has information suggesting that China is considering sending
weapons and ammunition to Russia to help its war against Ukraine.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken made that accusation Sunday on CBS, where he
said Chinese companies have already been supplying Russia with non-lethal aid and
may soon do more.

"The concern that we have now is, based on information we have, that they re
considering providing lethal support, and we 've made very clear to them that that

would cause a serious problem for us and in our relationship," Blinken said.

When asked what lethal aid China might deliver, Blinken said, "weapons."


https://www.newsweek.com/why-bakhmut-decide-ukraine-war-1782170
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/chinas-top-diplomat-calls-us-response-balloon-incident-hysterical
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/blinken-meets-chinas-top-diplomat-first-time-downing-spy-craft

The Biden administration is worried that China, led by President Xi Jinping, may
soon start delivering lethal aid to Russian President Vladimir Putin for his war
against Ukraine. (Photo by Mikhail Svetlov/Getty Images) (Photo by Li
Xueren/Xinhua via Getty Images) |

That remark drew a furious comment from China on Monday — but not an outright
denial — even as China’s top diplomat was expected to travel to Moscow this week.

"It is the U.S. not China, that has been pouring weapons into the battlefield," Ministry
of Foreign Affairs spokesman Wang Wenbin said.

"The U.S. is in no position to tell China what to do. We would never stand for finger-
pointing, or even coercion and pressurizing from the U.S. on our relations with
Russia."

Wang said China supports peace and took another shot at the U.S. by saying it’s the
U.S. that is promoting conflict by arming Ukraine.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken made the accusation over the weekend, which drew
a furious response from China. Fox News© Fox News
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"The international community is fully aware who is calling for dialogue and striving
for peace, and who is fanning the flames and stoking confrontation," he said.

"We urge the US side to seriously reflect on the role it has played, do something to
actually help deescalate the situation and promote peace talks, and stop deflecting the
blame and spreading disinformation.”

Wang said China would soon release a document proposing a peaceful resolution of

the conflict, which will stress that a "nuclear war must never be fought and can never
be won."

Wang also fired back at the U.S. over the diplomatic disruption that was caused when
the Biden administration confirmed the existence of a Chinese surveillance balloon
hovering over the U.S. That discovery prompted Blinken to postpone a scheduled trip
to China.

President Joe Biden made a surprise visit to Ukraine on Monday. Joe Raedle/Getty
Images© Joe Raedle/Getty Images

Blinken said over the weekend he met with Chinese officials at the Munich Security
Conference to warn that the U.S. would not stand for any violation of U.S. sovereignty.

But Wang accused the U.S. of continuing to "fuss" over the incident.

"The U.S. itself'is the number one country in conducting surveillance worldwide,
whose high-altitude balloons have illegally flown over China multiple times," Wang
said, repeating an assertion the U.S. has rejected.

"The U.S. is in no position to smear China. The U.S. needs to demonstrate sincerity,
and acknowledge and resolve the damage its abuse of force has done to China-US
relations."”

"If the U.S. side continues to fuss over, dramatize and escalate the unintended and
isolated incident, it should not expect the Chinese side to flinch," he added.

"The U.S. side should be prepared to bear all consequences arising from an
escalation.”
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