Chy 42
Ha Thi Hoa

“Cdc em c6 muon an hanh, rau, ca rot hay ca chua khong? Tudn sau, anh mang cho.
Do la tieng cua bac Duong hoi bo me toi.

Me t6i mau man tra loi khong can dan do, “Da, co6 chir anh! Cdi gi tui em ciing an

hét”.

The la sau do vai ngay, bac ay dem dén nao la ca chua, salad, hanh va ca rot nita, co
cdi thi trong thung nguyén xi, co cdi thi dung trong bich to, du ca.

Bo me cam on roi rit va hoi tui téi bung phu bac ay tw trong xe ra, bac ay noi, “Co gi
dau, khi nao muon an thi cir noi voi anh.”

Vi gia dinh ching t6i moi sang My nén moi nguoi Viét Nam o ddy hay giup do, cho
cai nay hay cdi khac nén cing du dung. That su, gia dinh ching toi rdt ngac nhién vé
cudc song & day, moi sw thit dé dang nhdt la van dé an uong é hé, chat luwong, ré va
twoi. Nhung trong thoi gian ddu, gia dinh chung 10i phai de sen, dé danh dong ndo
hay dong dé nén vin dé chi tiéu phai ky cang hon vi phdi tra tién thué nha, dién,
nuoc...

Thdy méi lan bac Dwong dén, khé né bung nhiéu thiing nén bé téi lai giiip bdc dy. Hai
nguoi thi tham to nhé mét liic, sau dé t6i thdy bo gt dau va cir thé moi Thir Sau sau
khi lam viéc vé la bac Dwong va bé téi di “Cho 427 mang thdt nhiéu logi rau, dii
logi... Chiing téi dn khéong hét lai dem chia cho hang xém hay ban beé.

Bdc Duong chi lay salad, hanh va ca chua dé nuéi hon muwoi con ga mdi. Bon ga dy
chi thich an nhitng loai do théi nén bac cur phai di lay moi tuan. Co lan me noi voi
chung toi la, “Bo me phai di Cho 42, cac con o nha trong nha.”

The la sau khi di hoc vé, t6i ngoi cho bo me trudc cia nha. Mot luc sau, bo me toi vé
den nha, guwong mat me khong dwoc vui nhung me ciing goi cac anh ra khudn do vao
nha.

Ky nay, ngoai nhitng thir nhu moi lan, con c6 thém nho va chudi nita. Nhitng trdi nho
cang phong mong nudc ngot, chudi vang co dém den ma éng ngoqi hay goi la chudi
trimg cudc nam trong thung tréng that hdap dan. Cé me di, thit dé dn c6 khdc, me
luon dac biét ma.

T6i hi hitng phy me cdt nhitng thir @6 vao ti lanh. Nhitng do dem vé phdi lya ra, do
ngon dé vao i, @6 vira vira thi an ngay, con do xdu thi virt vao sot rac. Bé va cdc anh
xong nhiém vu khudn vdc. Viéc con lgi la cua me va t6i. Me bao toi di ria nho, chuoi.
Toi rika nhung me cir dom chung, c6 vé khong bang long. Me néi, “Con rira thém lan
nita di con, nho rira kj vao.” “O! Me nay thét la! Cdi gi ciing rira kj dén ba lan nudc
lan”

T6i thdac mac hoi me, “Tai sao rua hoai vay me?”” Me nhin t6i roi noi, “Con cu rira di,

thac mac lam gi ho cai con bé ranh kia.” Toi thich dwoc goi la con bé ranh. vi khi me
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noi, giong me hoi cao, pha chut khéi hai kéo dai nén toi yéu luon cai tir con bé ranh
hay con nhdi ranh tir miéng cua me.

Sau d6, me di ndu com cho chiing t6i an. Bita com chiéu néng hoi. Me t6i khéo lam,
ché bién nhitng thir mua o Cho 42 thanh mén an tuyet ngon, day hdp dan nhw biin
riéu, soup thdp cam, salad trén thit bo, nhat la mén bdp cdi don thit, tuyét! Khéng ché
vao ddu...

Chung toi an that nhiéu, that manh. Bé va me nhin chung toi an ma mim cwoi sung
suong. B6 va chung toi khen me nirc no, khién me né 16 miii, mdc ¢& dé mat. Sau bita
com ngon la dén et nhitng “chii nho” mat rwgi, trdi chudi chin, ngot lim cd nguoi,
cd nha thuong thirc cur mé toi ca lén.

Chuéi va nho dwoc an thoa thich, khong cam can, an lic xem ti-vi hay luc hoc, bo me
phuc vu chung toi tan tinh.

Hém nay thdy bé me vui hon moi ngay vi ¢ tién thuéng cudi ndam, t6i danh bao lan la
hoéi do me, “Me oi! Tai sao me bt con phdi rica ky nho, chuéi nhiéu lan vay? Do bén
nay sach lam, ho khir trimg ky cang, me khong phai lo co nhiéu vi trung. Tai sao bé
me mua nhiéu qud, cd thing lgn, bé me so tui con doi sao? Tai sao bé me mua luén
d6 bi hu nita?”’ Tai sao va tai sao? ... Téi héi luén mot léo khéng ngirng nhitng cdu
héi ap i lau gio- moi dwoe tuén ra xoi xa.

Me t6i nhin sdu vao mat toi dé doan me phai noi gi. Cuoi cung, me hoi toi:
“Con c6 thich an trdi cdy, rau co lay tir Cho 42 nay khong?”

T6i tra loi:

“Da, thdt sw lWic dau con thich an lam vi dwoc an tu do, thodi mdi. Nhung an hoai con
ciing chdn, ngdn lam me oi! Nheng chiing con van cir én vi thiy bé me vui. Con chdc
la nhitng thit nay ré lam phadi khong me? Chiing ta dé danh tién phdi khéng me? Me
ding lo, chiing con biét ma.”

“Con ranh a, me khéng gidu con vi nhitng thir do an nay ldy tir thung rac My, cdi
thing goi la ‘container’ dé, chir ddu c6 mua gi ddu! Bo me thdy cdc con dn ngon, dn
hoai khong chan. Chung ta da tiét kiem, dé danh dwoc mon tién sé mua nha, mua xe
tra gop... Téi nghiép cdc con qud! Bé me phdi xin 16i cdc con.”

Toi 6m lay me khoc va noi.:

“Khong me oi! Chung con phai xin 16i me, xin l6i bo vi chung con ma bo me phai vat
va moi diéu. O Viét Nam, bo me dau co lam viéc nay bao gio. Chung con hiéu nén
chung con an ngon lam va sé khong biét chan nita.”

Me t6i mung qua:
‘Me chi lo la cac con s khong dam an nhung con dirng noi cho cac anh biét do an
ldy ra tw thung rac nha con.”

T6i hing hon trd loi
“Me yén tam, do la bi mat, con khong ndi la khong ndi.



Thé la tuan sau, t6i thii thi, nin ni bo me cho t6i di Cho 42. Liic dau bo me tir choi
nhung thay toi rung rung nudc mat nén moi dong y cho di.

Mot cam giac sung swong vi dwoc tham gia trong cong tac bi mdt nay, toi ty noi voi
long, “Phai kham pha cai Cho 42 day hap dan dé giup do bo me va cung ganh trach
nhiém chung.”

T6i thich thii, han hoan, mong di tirng gio, tirng phiit nhu sdp sira dwoc di choi
nhitng danh lam thang canh. Sy to mo hoi thuc t6i manh liét. Toi muon biét bo me toi
lam gi 0 do va nhitng chuyén gi sé xay ra, toi co thé giup bo me duoc gi khong? ...

Bé me nhin vé mdt vui twoi, hi hitng ciia t6i ma yén tam. Bo gidang nghia:

“Cho 42 la tén cua bac Duwong va mot ) nguoi Viét Nam ¢ ddy dat cho oai chir do la
mét kho chita @6 nam trén dwong 42. Nhitng hang ton kho bdn khéng dwoc hodc qua
han, hodc bi hir ho sé dem vat bé vio mot thung rdc lon container. Khi nao dcfy thung,
cira hang sé dem di dé ¢ ché khdc. Nhﬁ’ng thir rau co, trdi cdy con twoi tot, ho ciing
virt bo nén moi nguoi o day ra, ldy vé ma an kéo phu ciia troi. Minh dn lam phuée dé
con,” bé t6i di dom néi thé.

Pén noi roi.

Cho 42 day sao! Do la mot container to lon ldm, cao hon dau bé t4i, dung o duoi
khéng thay bén trong. Téi thir nhon gét nhung chang an thua gi. Téi tham lo lam sao
b6 me ldy dwoc ddy... Téi hoi hép cho doi.

Bé t6i thanh thao ldi xe ddu sdt canh thing, réi leo ding trén mui xe. Tir d6 dng nhdy
vao bén trong container. Bo lya, nhitng thung con nguyén, twoi tot chuyén xuong cho
me, me khé né bung bo vao dang sau xe.

Toi ldt ddt phu me khuan vac. Thinh thodang me toi hoi, “Bé oi! Con cdi gi ngon va la
khong?” Bo tra loi “Doi ti nira, dang kiem day.”

Cuoi cung bo lva dwoc vai cu su hao to dwa cho toi.
“Cha bita nay sé co mon canh su hao ddy,” toi thi tham ty nhu va ddc y.

Sau khi khudn vdc tdt cd vao xe, tién tay t6i lwa va vat nhitng thir hw khéng xai dwoc
vdo thing rdc, me thdy véi khen t6i, “Con gdi me gioci ghé.” Toi nghe ma thdy dau
nhéi trong long. Nhiéu khi “khong dii hang” bo me phdi cho nguoi cira hang dem
thém ra, doi ho di khudt, chung toi lai ra “lam viéc”.

Ciing cé khi bé me vé tay khong, chang co thir gi ca. Cho 42 la thé do. Nhin bo me
lam ndng nhoc nhuw vdy téi cam thdy nghén nghen, nwde madt t tuén trao.

B6 me téi thét vi dai lam sao! Ngay xua, bé t6i la nha giao, sau do lam chu cua mot

16 hop héa chdt. Con me lam & ngdn hang, sang trong, uy thé lam. Gio ddy chdng
ngai mat miii, chcfng ngai cyc nhoc, kho khan de di lcfy thuee an luc loi trong thung rdc,
lya tung cu su hao, trdi ca, bo rau dé nuéi chung toi.

C6 mot hom, ba anh em ngoi xem ti-vi, bo me di lam chua vé. Anh Ti hoi toi:



“Sao! Di Cho 42 c6 vui khong?”
T6i chung hirng, hodng hon, “Ua sao anh biét?”’

“Ranh con oi! Cdi gi hai anh déu biét hét, giau dau cé dwoc. Co lan anh di ngang
qua phong bé me, nghe bé néi véi me ‘Pirng cho mdy dira nhé biét minh ldy do trong
thung rdc, so tui no tw ai, khong chiu an thi khé.’ Tui anh biét chit, nén cir gia vo, an
thét nhiéu, that manh... Cir an ma khong hoi gi; vui vé ung ho b6 me hét minh. Ba
chiing ta phdi givip bé me, ndm chdt tay nhau, dé gia dinh minh tién manh, day la ban
dap dé ddy ching ta lén cao hon, cé gdng lén nhé!”

Thdt khong co but muc nao td xiét cho nhitng su hy sinh cua cha me danh cho con cai
& khdp moi noi. Vi cudc séng vi gia dinh ma quén di ban than minh, can dam chiu
dung, can rang chiu dung nidc mdt trong long khong dé 16 ra. Sw thanh thién, yéu
thwong cia cha me thit vé bo bén. Cé ai hiéu dwoc tam long dé chang?

Riéng t6i ¢6 ging hoc thdt nhiéu, kiém tién dé cé thé giup do bo me, gitip nhﬂ’ng
nguwoi hoan canh khé khan trong tam tay cia minh dé ho c6 thé dimng viing va toi sé
lam hét kha néing dé lam dwoc nhitng gi mong muon.

Va t6i ciing xin cam on Nhdt Bdo Nguweoi Viét cho chiing téi dwrge néi lén phdn ndo
kho khan trong cuoc song cua nhitng nguoi, nhirng gia dinh khi budc vao cudc song
maoi gian kho nhung day hwa hen trén dat Hoa Ky nay.

S ¢ mat cua Little Saigon, Nhdt Bao Nguoi Viét va con nhiéu co s¢ cong déng khac
da cho chiing ta thdy sw thanh céng, s doan két, biét bao sw cam go, hy sinh cua
cong dong ¢ Hdi Ngoaz long yéu nudc, giit gin giong noi khéng bi mai mét, méc di
song o nwoc ngoai van giit duoc truyen thong, ky cuong cua nguoi Viét gop phan véi
cdc nwde khdc trén thé gidi, khéng hé then véi giong noi Viét Nam.

Xin nhdn noi ddy long kinh phuc ciia chiing t6i dén nhitng vi tién boi da va dang phuc
vu kiéu bao, moi nguoi Viét Nam trén manh dat qué huwong thur hai.



