Battle of Liberal & Conservative Networks begin
Armies of Big Tech and Government Won't Prevail Over Liberty
Ron Paul
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From the Ron Paul Institute Website.
Last week’s massive social media purges — starting with President Trump’s
permanent ban from Twitter and other outlets — was shocking and chilling,
particularly to those of us who value free expression and the free exchange of ideas.
The justifications given for the silencing of wide swaths of public opinion made no
sense and the process was anything but transparent. Nowhere in President Trump’s
two "offending" Tweets, for example, was a call for violence expressed explicitly or
implicitly. It was a classic example of sentence first, verdict later.
Many Americans viewed this assault on social media accounts as a liberal or
Democrat attack on conservatives and Republicans, but they are missing the point.
The narrowing of allowable opinion in the virtual public square is no conspiracy
against conservatives.
As progressives like Glenn Greenwald have pointed out, this is a wider assault on any
opinion that veers from the acceptable parameters of the mainstream elite, which is
made up of both Democrats and Republicans.
Yes, this is partly an attempt to erase the Trump movement from the pages of history,
but it is also an attempt to silence any criticism of the emerging political consensus in
the coming Biden era that may come from progressive or antiwar circles.

After all, a look at Biden’s incoming "experts" shows that they will be the same failed
neoconservative interventionists who gave us weekly kill lists, endless drone attacks
and coups overseas, and even U.S. government killing of American citizens abroad.
Progressives who complain about this "back to the future" foreign policy are also
sure to find their voices silenced.
Those who continue to argue that the social media companies are purely private
ventures acting independent of U.S. government interests are ignoring reality.
The corporatist merger of "private" U.S. social media companies with U.S.
government foreign policy goals has a long history and is deeply steeped in the
hyper-interventionism of the Obama/Biden era.
"Big Tech" long ago partnered with the Obama/Biden/Clinton State Department to
lend their tools to U.S. "soft power" goals overseas.
Whether it was ongoing regime change attempts against Iran, the 2009 coup in
Honduras, the disastrous U.S.-led coup in Ukraine, "Arab Spring," the destruction of
Syria and Libya, and so many more, the big U.S. tech firms were happy to partner up
with the State Department and U.S. intelligence to provide the tools to empower those
the U.S. wanted to seize power and to silence those out of favor.
In short, U.S. government elites have been partnering with "Big Tech" overseas for
years to decide who has the right to speak and who must be silenced.
What has changed now is that this deployment of "soft-power"in the service of
Washington’s hard power has come home to roost.
So what is to be done?
Even pro-free speech alternative social media outlets are under attack from the Big
Tech/government Leviathan. There are no easy solutions.
But we must think back to the dissidents in the era of Soviet tyranny.
They had no internet. They had no social media.
They had no ability to communicate with thousands and millions of like-minded,
freedom lovers. Yet they used incredible creativity in the face of incredible adversity
to continue pushing their ideas. Because no army — not even Big Tech partnered with
Big Government — can stop an idea whose time has come.
And Liberty is that idea. We must move forward with creativity and confidence!
Ron Paul is a physician, author and former Republican congressman. Paul also is a
two-time Republican presidential candidate and the presidential nominee of the
Libertarian Party in the 1988 U.S. presidential election. His latest book is "Swords
into Plowshares." Read Ron Paul's Reports — More Here.
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CNN Pushes to Close Down Newsmax TV
Eric Mack

CNN "Reliable Sources" host Brian Stelter (Dennis Van Tine/AP)
CNN is making no mistake about it: It wants to censor and close Newsmax from
broadcasting as a cable news channel.
Apparently jolted by the fact Newsmax has skyrocketed to become the
4th highest-rated cable news channel in the country, the liberal CNN is decrying what
it calls Newsmax's "election denialism" and is seeking to have it "deplatformed" from
cable and satellite systems across the nation.
Oliver Darcy, CNN's left-wing media critic, has been demanding cable operators
drop Newsmax, which is currently carried by every major system in the nation.
Newsmax is also streamed free by most OTT platforms and devices.
In a CNN column in early January, Darcy falsely claimed conservative media caused
the protests at the Capitol on Jan. 6.
"After all, it was the very lies that Fox, Newsmax, and OAN spread that helped prime
President Trump's supporters into not believing the truth: That he lost an honest and
fair election," Darcy wrote.
Darcy's demands have been echoed on CNN's shows, including their Sunday media
show "Reliable Sources" hosted by liberal media analyst Brian Stelter.’
On this week's Sunday show, Stelter's guests focused on deplatforming Newsmax.
Previously, CNN had led efforts to deplatform President Donald Trump from Twitter.
"We are going to have to figure out the OANN and Newsmax problem," Alex Stamos,
a former Facebook chief security officer, told CNN's Stelter.

"These companies have freedom of speech, but I'm not sure we need Verizon, AT&T,
Comcast, and such bringing them into tens of millions of homes."
In a brazen call for censorship, Stamos echoed CNN demand conservative voices and
news outlets be blacklisted and closed out of cable television and the Internet.
"We have to turn down the capability of these conservative influencers to reach these
huge audiences," Stamos said. "There are people on YouTube that have larger
daytime audiences than CNN."
Darcy doubled down, advancing the McCarthy-like political witch hunt by tweeting a
fresh demand cable operators which carry Newsmax consider closing down the
outlet:
"Just a reminder that neither @Verizon, @ATT, nor @comcast have answered any
questions about why they beam channels like OAN [sic] & Newsmax into millions of
homes. Do they have any second thoughts about distributing these channels given
their election denialism content? They won't say."
In his tweet, Darcy failed to note AT&T is the parent company of CNN, and by
removing Newsmax from cable lineups it reduces serious competition for his network,
especially as Newsmax continues to rapidly increase audience and is on a trajectory
to overtake CNN in viewership.
While far-left activists jumped to support a potential silencing of Newsmax, others
noted the censorship effort runs afoul of both freedom of speech and anti-trust laws.
Former Bush White House press secretary Ari Fleischer exposed the hypocrisy, if not
double standard, of the suggestion of silencing conservative channels, tweeting:
"You knew it would happen. Some want to take conservative media off the air because
they bought into Trump's election theories. On those grounds, shouldn't CNN, ABC,
CBS and NBC be taken off the air because they bought into [Russian] collusion
theories? This censorship must stop."
In a statement released Sunday, Newsmax said, contrary to Darcy's and Stamos'
claims, Newsmax never denied the election results.
The network called all contested states for Biden as they were certified and accepted
him as president-elect Dec. 14, after the meeting of the Electoral College.
Newsmax also noted, while it justifiably covered the president's allegations about the
election, and interviewed his lawyers and supporters – as did Fox News and Fox
Business News, it never said all allegations were true.
The network did note, after years of CNN falsely claiming the Steele Dossier was
valid and the Russian collusion claim against Trump was credible, it was never held
accountable for its misreporting. Newsmax never called for CNN to be shut down.

Newsmax App Downloaded More Than 4 Million Times
Bill Hoffmann

Dreamstime
More and more Americans have made Newsmax TV their No.1 new choice for news
— and they’re downloading the free Newsmax App at warp speed.
Since Election Day 2020, the Newsmax TV App has been downloaded over 4.3 million
times from the Apple and Android App stores – making us the go-to place for
Americans who want real news for real people.
“We’re very proud that so many Americans have put their trust in Newsmax for
honest and fair journalism,” Newsmax CEO Christopher Ruddy said Tuesday.
“It’s free to watch Newsmax TV on our App or through dozens of OTT devices, and
we don’t have the paywalls Fox, CNN and MSNBC erect to stop viewers."
Newsmax’s soaring viewership comes in the wake of the contentious Trump-Biden
election and disputed outcome – and as millions are dumping Fox News.
Newsmax’s free App has dominated in the Apple iPhone App Store. As of last week,
Newsmax was listed in the No. 2 position in the news category.
The app was listed in the No. 4 slot of most-downloaded free apps, ahead of
Instagram, Facebook, and TikTok.
Newsmax TV’s ratings soared during the presidential election and after.

On election night, more than 6 million viewers tuned in to watch Newsmax’s coverage
through traditional TV or OTT devices.
According to Nielsen, post-election Newsmax ratings have surpassed that of both Fox
Business and CNBC combined, in almost every day part.
Over 30 million Americans watch Newsmax TV regularly, making the network the
fourth-highest-rated cable news channel in the U.S.
If you want to watch Newsmax TV anytime, anywhere, just download the APP from
your smartphone today!
© 2021 Newsmax. All rights reserved.

David Horowitz to Newsmax TV: Democrats Will Persecute Christians, Want
'Fascist' State
Eric Mack
Famed conservative thinker and author David Horowitz is warning that Democrats
are trying to “criminalize” the First Amendment rights of Americans as the nation is
in “the initial stages to becoming a fascist state.”
Appearing on Newsmax TV’s "The Count" Saturday night with Tom Basile, Horowitz,
a prominent Jewish conservative, warned that Christians are set to see increasing
persecution as the Democrats take control of Washington.
Horowitz is the author of the bestselling "Dark Agenda: The War to Destroy
Christian America." [Note: Dark Agenda” is at bookstores or check out the FREE
Offer – Click Here Now]
Horowitz said the Democratic Party has embraced an anti-Christian agenda that was
vigorously implemented by Barack Obama, “the most anti-Christian, most
anti-religious president in history.”
"The problem, outside the persecution of any group is bad, is this country was
founded on Christian principles," Horowitz noted.
He said “Dark Agenda” explains that the “values we cherish” began with America’s
Christian settlers, who themselves were fleeing persecution in Europe for their
beliefs.
Horowitz argues this is the key reason the First Amendment enshrined freedom of
speech and conscience, as a bulwark to protect religious freedom – and why those
freedoms are “under systematic assault by the Democrat party” today.

Horowitz also defended the right of Republicans to question the 2020 election results,
and noted Democrats had made similar moves in with the 2000, 2004 and 2016
elections.

Alan Dershowitz to Newsmax TV: Cancel Culture Is Left's Political Weapon
Cancel culture has overtaken America, but it is a cancer on our society, as the
political left has weaponized it into a beast that will ultimately metastasize and come
after anyone, according to legal expert Alan Dershowitz on Newsmax TV.
"Cancel culture not only cancels free speech and due process, it also derails
meritocracies," Dershowitz told "Saturday Report."
"It says, 'We're not going to judge people on their merits; we're judging people on the
basis of identity politics.'”
"It's a cancer on America. It's a political weapon being used by the hard left, in
general, and it just has such a terrible impact."
Dershowitz warned host Carl Higbie, the power of social justice warriors is strong
enough to take over American culture.
"It has nothing to do with social justice," Dershowitz said.
"It's not social. It's not justice. It's anti-social injustice. So, let's not let them claim
social justice. Let's not let them claim they're progressives; they're regressive. They
are taking away out liberties in the name of their definition of political correctness
and identity politics.”
"We have to fight back. Unless we do, cancel culture will become American culture,
and that would be a disaster for the freest and the best country in the history of the
world."
Dershowitz is author of "Cancel Culture: The Latest Attack on Free Speech and Due
Process," detailing lists of those who have been canceled and their losses.
"Lists, blacklists, McCarthyite blacklists coming from the hard left these days – it's
just doing a terrible job on American freedoms and the Bill of Rights," Dershowitz
said.
"There are people denying it. 'No, no, no, it's a right-wing argument designed to
trivialize the left.'”
"No, no, no, this is a real phenomenon. It has affected real people's lives. It has
caused suicides. It has caused all kinds of terrible, terrible, terrible reactions, denying
people the right to have jobs, denying audiences the right to hear speakers. It's just
the reverse of McCarthyism of the 1950s. It's hard-left McCarthyism, and whether

you're right, left, center – Republican of Democrat – you have to fight it, because
they're coming for you next."
Dershowitz noted the most recent example of a teen girl who was recorded using the
N-word at age 15 and was blackmailed for it, causing her to be denied acceptance
into the college of her choice.
"It's just amazing what people are prepared to do, and it's all one-sided," Dershowitz
lamented.
"If you're African-American you can use those words without any hesitation. You can
be anti-Semitic. You can join [Louis] Farrakhan's group. You can do whatever you
want.”
"But, if you're – as they say – pale, Yale, and male, you're not going to be able to get
away with anything. It's a double standard."

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene to Newsmax TV: Filing to Impeach Joe Biden
Eric Mack
President-elect Joe Biden – "bought off by foreign governments, Chinese energy
companies, Ukrainian energy companies" – should be impeached when he takes office,
according to Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., on Newsmax TV.
"I'm tired of Republicans who lay down and allow this country to be ravaged, allow
Democrats to abuse their power in their positions, and I believe it's time for
Republicans to stand up for the American people and do a good job in Congress,"
Greene told Wednesday's "Greg Kelly Reports."
"I would like to announce on behalf of the American people, we have to make sure
that our leaders are held accountable. We cannot have a president of the United
States that is willing to abuse the power of the office of the presidency and be easily
bought off by foreign governments, Chinese energy companies, Ukrainian energy
companies.
"So, on Jan. 21, I will be filing articles of impeachment on Joe Biden."
Constitutional law expert Alan Dershowitz warned the Senate during the first
impeachment trial of President Donald Trump that attempting to impeach a president
for an abuse of power is a slippery slope that would endanger democracy.
"If they want to lower the bar on what impeachment is then, yes, let's roll with it,"
Greene said. "Americans want this to happen. Americans are sick and tired and fed
up.
"We don't need a man serving in the presidency of the United States who is guilty of
committing the crime of abuse of power and is under investigation with Hunter

Biden's laptop, his very own son. This is not the direction our country needs to go in
and I hope my Republican colleagues agree with me."
So, in her first two controversial weeks in Congress, Greene vowed to host Greg Kelly
she would go there as opposed to staying above the fray after a second impeachment
was passed Wednesday by House Democrats.
"No, absolutely not," Greene said about avoiding playing the Democrats' game in
Congress. "We don't let criminals serve in our office as president."
Greene suggested turnabout is now fair play, even if a Biden impeachment will be a
longshot in a Democrat-held House and Senate.
"The American people need hope; they need to know there are Republicans in
Congress that are willing to stand up and fight for them, regardless of being in a
minority, regardless of having all odds against us, against me, or against anyone in
Congress," she said.
Greene pointed to the video of Biden telling the story of withholding foreign aid from
Ukraine, and Vice President-elect Kamala Harris' website fundraising to bail out
rioters this summer.
"There is an ongoing investigation into Hunter Biden's laptop in being bought and
paid for by Chinese communist energy companies," she continued.
"This is a dangerous threat to our country, when we have a man that will be holding
the power of the presidency but will so easily and is on record for abusing power.
"These people need to be held accountable. Republicans have not been strong enough
in doing that."
Twitter Suspends GOP Rep. Greene's Account
Brian Freeman

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga. (Troy Stolt/AP)
Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene's personal Twitter account has been suspended for
multiple violations of the platform's content policy, The Hill reported Sunday.
A Twitter spokesperson said the Georgia Republican's account "has been temporarily
locked out for multiple violations of our civic integrity policy."
NPR reported the suspension is in effect for 12 hours.
The Georgia congresswoman, who won election in November to her first term in
Congress, has supported both the QAnon conspiracy theory and President Donald
Trump's accusations about widespread fraud in the presidential election, including
wearing a mask on the House floor with "Trump won" inscribed on it, according to
The Hill.
Although Twitter did not specify what tweets Greene posted that led to her suspension,
the social media company has banned tens of thousands of accounts connected to the
QAnon conspiracy from the platform.
"We've been clear that we will take strong enforcement action on behavior that has
the potential to lead to offline harm," Twitter said. "Given the violent events in
Washington, D.C., and increased risk of harm, we began permanently suspending
thousands of accounts that were primarily dedicated to sharing QAnon content on
Friday afternoon."
Greene said Sunday the suspension of her account was due to "the borderline
monopolistic stranglehold a few big tech companies have on the American political
discourse."

Marjorie Taylor Greene: Twitter 'Not the Judge of Humanity'
Theodore Bunker

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga. (Brynn Anderson/AP)
Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., said on Monday that Twitter is "not the judge of
humanity" in her first tweets since her account was suspended for repeating claims of
voter fraud in the 2020 elections.
In a series of tweets directed to Twitter itself, the congresswoman wrote: "Contrary to
how highly you think of yourself and your moral platitude, you are not the judge of
humanity. God is. And you and the rest of your pals from the Silicon Valley Cartel are
not God. Difficult for you to grasp I know, however it's the truth. The tweets that you
deem 'appropriate' and 'safe' and 'true,' compared to tweets you deem 'inciting
violence' and 'spreading false information' and 'claims of election fraud is disputed'
are so many times, in the opinion of many, quit hypocritical and false."
Greene went on to ask why "porn" is allowed, as wells as "hashtags on tweets like
#killtrump."
She added, "Yet you continuously abuse conservative's opinions and free speech by
canceling us. You see suspending and banning people every time one of the self
appointed twitter police cries '@twittersafety!' when their feelings are terribly hurt by
reading a tweet they disagree with does not make it the right thing to do."
Greene wrote, "Actually, you are playing a very big role in the dangerous divide of
Americans and violating people's guaranteed right of free speech."

Dick Morris to Newsmax TV: Dems Impeaching Trump to Bait, Antagonize His
Supporters
Solange Reyner
Democrats are attempting to bait, antagonize and incite a riot among Trump
supporters on Inauguration Day by impeaching President Donald Trump, political
strategist Dick Morris said Wednesday.
“They’re hoping they can beat (the U.S. Capitol siege) by having demonstrations in
all 50 Capitols and really having nationwide riots, armed revolts, and they want to
incite that deliberately,” Morris said during an appearance on Newsmax TV’s “Chris
Salcedo Show.”
Democrats also want to impeach Trump to make sure he can’t run in 2024, “because
they know he’d probably win” and to “give him a kick on the way down so the history
books write that he was the only president to be impeached twice.”
The House of Representatives on Wednesday passed an article charging Trump with
“incitement of insurrection” for his role in last week’s deadly Capitol attack. The
Senate must now convict him, though a trial in the upper chamber wouldn’t start until
President-elect Joe Biden is sworn in.
The president late Wednesday released a video unequivocally condemning the
violence seen last week.
“If you do any of these things you are not supporting our movement,” Trump said.
Which 10 Republicans Supported the Trump Impeachment Resolution?

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi surrounded by a security detail in the Capitol on
Wednesday. (Getty)

When the House voted Wednesday to impeach President Donald Trump for the second
time, all 222 Democrats backed the move. Most Republicans opposed it, but with
some notable exceptions.
These are the 10 Republican lawmakers who supported the move to impeach Trump
for incitement of insurrection:
Rep. Liz Cheney of Wyoming
Rep. Peter Meijer of Michigan
Rep. Anthony Gonzalez of Ohio
Rep. Tom Rice of South Carolina
Rep. David Valadao of California
Rep. Dan Newhouse of Washington
Rep. John Katko of New York
Rep. Jaime Herrera Beutler of Washington
Rep. Adam Kinzinger of Illinois
Rep. Fred Upton of Michigan
© 2021 Newsmax. All rights reserved.
CBP's Morgan: Biden Admin's Migrant Caravan Warning 'Too Late'
Sandy Fitzgerald

Customs and Border Protection Commissioner Mark Morgan (Samuel Corum/Getty
Images)

The incoming Biden administration's warning to a migrant caravan that it won't get
into the United States immediately is "a little too late," acting Customs and Border
Patrol Commissioner Mark Morgan said Monday.
"The rhetoric that's been out there during the campaign, the open border strategies,
that's what's driving this," Morgan said on Fox News' "Fox and Friends."
"The organizers of these caravans have been clear the reason why this is happening
right now is because of the perception that our borders are going to be open under
the Biden administration. Unfortunately, in this case, they are correct."
A senior Biden transition team official over the weekend told NBC News that the
perception that all arriving asylum seekers will be able to enter the United States
from the beginning of President-elect Joe Biden's term is false, as the "situation at the
border isn't going to be transformed overnight."
The official wouldn't say when the asylum seekers could enter the United States or if
they'll be detained while waiting for a court hearing.
Morgan said Monday that the incoming administration is "saying exactly" what the
Trump administration and the CBP have been saying since the coronavirus pandemic
began about the caravans.
"Now is not the time," Morgan said.
"This is dangerous."
And now, there is a combination of "open border advocates" that are organizing the
caravans and the cartels and human smugglers that are doing the same thing.
"fueling that our borders will be open, exploiting and encouraging this vulnerable
population," said Morgan.
"Why? To line their own pocketbooks and bank accounts."
Morgan said an estimated 9,000 to 12,000 people have made it through Honduras
and "they are halfway through Guatemala right now."
Early Monday the caravan of hundreds of migrants, mostly from Honduras, was
stopped on a highway in eastern Guatemala after security forces used sticks and tear
gas to keep them from continuing toward the United States.
Meanwhile, Morgan said he's concerned because Biden has said he won't build more
on the border wall, and because he has the ability to terminate contracts that have
already been awarded.
Sandy Fitzgerald

Pelosi Calls for Prosecution of Any in Congress Who Aided Capitol Siege
© 2021 Thomson/Reuters

Pelosi (Getty)
Any members of the U.S. Congress who helped a crowd of President Donald Trump's
supporters storm the Capitol should face criminal prosecution, House of
Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi said on Friday.
The unprecedented Jan. 6 attack on the seat of Congress left five dead and led the
House to impeach Trump a second time, for a fiery speech that day in which he urged
thousands of his followers to fight Democratic President-elect Joe Biden's victory.
The hundreds who stormed the Capitol quickly overwhelmed police guarding the
building, calling security preparations into question, and showed a level of detailed
knowledge about the location of lawmakers' offices by some rioters that raised
suspicions.
Democratic Rep. Mikie Sherrill, a former U.S. Navy helicopter pilot, has accused
some Republican lawmakers of helping Trump supporters, saying she saw colleagues
leading groups on "reconnaissance" tours on Jan. 5.
Pelosi was asked at a news conference whether any actions would be taken against
lawmakers who may have brought tours to the Capitol the day before the attack,
which briefly halted Congress in its duty of certifying Biden's win.
"If in fact it is found that members of Congress were accomplices to this insurrection,
if they aided and abetted the crimes, there may have to be actions taken beyond the
Congress, in terms of prosecution for that," Pelosi said.

The Capitol Police is investigating whether members of Congress led people through
the Capitol the day before the attack. "The matter is under investigation," said
Capitol Police spokeswoman Eva Malecki.
More than 30 House Democrats, including Sherrill, have asked the acting House and
Senate sergeants-at-arms and the acting head of the Capitol Police for information
about who was in the building on Jan. 5.
Pelosi announced a security review of the siege by Trump followers, some of whom
were aligned with white supremacist groups. The review would study the Capitol's
security infrastructure, procedures, and "command and control," she said.
Some Republican representatives have vehemently protested security measures put in
place since the attack, including new requirements that everyone entering the House
chamber pass through a metal detector.
The march by Trump's supporters had been publicized for weeks.
There was no direct evidence to suggest rioters had formed "kill capture teams," the
top federal prosecutor in Washington, D.C. said on Friday, softening a statement
made by U.S. prosecutors in Arizona in a court filing late on Thursday.
The U.S. Justice Department's internal watchdog will review how the FBI and other
law enforcement agencies prepared and responded, Inspector General Michael
Horowitz said on Friday.
NO TIMELINE FOR SENATE TRIAL
The House on Wednesday approved an article of impeachment charging Trump with
incitement of insurrection for his speech immediately before the attack.
Pelosi declined to answer questions from reporters about when she would send the
article to the Senate, the step necessary to trigger a trial. A spokesman for the speaker
said he could not confirm a CNN report later on Friday that she is expected to send
the article next week.
Trump is not expected to face trial before his term ends on Jan. 20, though lawmakers
could bar him from running for office again.
Congressional Democrats have been grappling with how to balance the impeachment
of Trump with other Senate priorities including confirming Cabinet nominees and
addressing Biden's request for a $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief package.
When Biden takes office on Wednesday, he will be leading a nation where more than
388,000 people have died of COVID-19, which is infecting more than 235,000 people
per day.
"This is a matter of complete urgency," Pelosi said of the COVID-19 vaccine
distribution under Biden's proposal.

According to Senate rules, the trial would start the day after the charge is sent over
by the House. The last time the House voted to impeach Trump, in December 2019,
Pelosi did not transmit the charges to the Senate for weeks.
Those charges related to abuse of power and obstruction of Congress stemming from
Trump's request that Ukraine investigate Biden and his son Hunter. The Senate in
February 2020 voted to acquit Trump, keeping him in office.
Democrats said on Friday they are bringing back two outside lawyers who helped
prosecute Trump's first impeachment: Barry Berke, who will serve as chief
impeachment counsel, and Joshua Matz, according to a House Judiciary Committee
statement. The Senate is scheduled to return to Washington on Tuesday, the day
before Biden's inauguration.
A presidential inauguration traditionally draws hundreds of thousands of visitors, but
the ceremonies have been scaled back dramatically because of the COVID-19
pandemic, even before last week's riot.
Now Washington is wrapped in a security blanket with thousands of troops and law
enforcement officers on duty.
Trump plans to leave Washington on the morning of the inauguration and go to his
club in Palm Beach, Florida, a source familiar with the matter said.
© 2021 Thomson/Reuters. All rights reserved.
Biden May Cancel Keystone XL Pipeline on First Day in Office
© 2021 Thomson/Reuters.

(Evan Vucci/AP)

President-elect Joe Biden is planning to cancel the permit for the $9 billion Keystone
XL pipeline project as one of his first acts in office, and perhaps as soon as his first
day, according to a source familiar with his thinking.
President Donald Trump had made building the pipeline a central promise of his
presidential campaign. Biden, who will be inaugurated Wednesday, was vice
president in the Obama administration when it rejected the project as contrary to its
efforts to combat climate change.
The words "Rescind Keystone XL pipeline permit" appear on a list of executive
actions likely scheduled for the first day of Biden's presidency, according to an earlier
report by the Canadian Broadcasting Corp (CBC).
Biden had earlier vowed to scrap the oil pipeline's presidential permit if he became
president.
Canada's ambassador to the United States said she would continue to promote a
project that she said fit with both countries' environmental plans.
"There is no better partner for the U.S. on climate action than Canada as we work
together for green transition," Amb. Kirsten Hillman said in a statement.
The project, which would move oil from the province of Alberta to Nebraska, had
been slowed by legal issues in the United States.
It also faced opposition from environmentalists seeking to check the expansion of
Canada's oil sands by opposing new pipelines to move its crude to refineries.
Alberta Premier Jason Kenney said on Twitter that cancellation would eliminate jobs,
weaken U.S.-Canada relations and undermine American national security by making
the United States more dependent on OPEC oil imports.
TC Energy Corp., which operates the pipeline, said it would achieve net zero
emissions by 2023 when it enters service. The company also pledged to use only
renewable energy sources by 2030 in a bid to win Biden's support.
Construction is well under way in Canada, with the international border crossing
complete. In the United States, TC has started construction on pump stations in each
of the states the line will pass through, but legal setbacks cost it much of the 2020
construction season.
Former President Barack Obama axed the project in 2015, saying Canada would
reap most of the economic benefits, while the project would add to greenhouse gas
emissions.
Trump issued a presidential permit in 2017 that allowed the line to move forward,
and several environmental groups sued the U.S. government.
© 2021 Thomson/Reuters. All rights reserved.

Biden Plans Immediate Rollback of Trump's Abortion Policies
Solange Reyner
President-elect Joe Biden plans to reverse the Trump administration’s limits on
abortion and other reproductive health services and expand protections for abortion
access.
Trump’s policies are a top target for abortion rights supporters who say much harm
has been done to low-income and rural communities that need access to basic family
planning services.
"We have a ton of work to do to undo the harm over the last four years, but knowing
we have champions there who understand what needs to happen in the first 100 days
is tremendously exciting," Alexis McGill Johnson, president and CEO of Planned
Parenthood, told NBC News.
Many providers have left the federal Title X program because of Trump’s policies,
reducing the availability of services provided by almost half, according to an
analysis by the Guttmacher Institute.
Republican-controlled state legislatures have passed hundreds of laws restricting
abortion and at least 11 states have temporarily suspended abortion services amid the
coronavirus pandemic. Additionally, 41 independent abortion clinics have been
forced to close their doors in the last two years.
Trump, who worked to ban abortion overall, last year barred federal family planning
dollars from going to organizations that provide abortions or refer patients to
abortion clinics – Planned Parenthood, as a result, lost millions in federal funds.
The president also reinstated and expanded the Mexico City Policy, which prevents
any U.S. government global health funds from going to foreign groups that also
provide or inform about abortions.
Biden, who wants to pass a federal law that protects a woman’s right to have an
abortion, is expected to dial back the Trump administration rule and "restore federal
funding for Planned Parenthood."
"The work that we all need to be doing right now is making sure that we are
expanding access to health care, not finding ways to limit it," said McGill Johnson of
Planned Parenthood.
Solange Reyner

