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24 impressive medieval towns around the world
Cities with rich pasts often feature remarkable architecture and unique monuments.
Western history defines the period stretching from the 5th to the 15th century as
the Middle Ages, and many cities from this era can still be seen in Europe. Did you
know, however, that there are fortified cities elsewhere in the world that date from
this period? Here are the world’s 24 most impressive medieval cit
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Rothenburg ob der Tauber is a small medieval town in the heart of Bavaria. Its
beautiful half-timbered houses testify to a rich history and prosperous past. Numerous
castles, churches, public squares, and remarkable buildings make this German city,
dating from the Middle Ages, a must-see destination.

Edinburgh, Scotland

Walk through the old city of Edinburgh and you’ll notice that the layout of the streets
has changed little since medieval times. Founded on ancient volcanic hills, the city
still boasts fine buildings. The Royal Mile, for example, connects Edinburgh Castle to
the Palace of Holyroodhouse.

Carcassonne, France
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This walled city is more commonly called the Cité de Carcassonne. Listed as
an UNESCO World Heritage Site, the city’s distinguishing features include three
kilometres of ramparts with 52 towers, a basilica, and a castle. Game lovers may be
familiar with Carcassonne, a board game that brings the city’s medieval past to life!

Dubrovnik, Croatia

On the shores of the Adriatic Sea, Dubrovnik exemplifies medieval architecture. Its
old town, an important port of call during the 7th century, is enclosed by two
kilometres of ramparts. The Pile Gate, built in 1537, is one of many must-see
monuments when visiting Dubrovnik’s historical district.

Monteriggioni, Italy
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Monteriggioni, one of Italy’s best-preserved walled medieval villages, is located in
Tuscany. High ramparts punctuated by 14 strategically placed towers protect the
town. Visitors can cross the ramparts on two footbridges that lead to the centrally
located Piazza Roma and numerous historical monuments, including several palaces
built after the Middle Ages.

Vitré, France

Vitré, located on the border of Brittany, sits at the foot of a superb castle, surrounded
by ramparts and crisscrossed by traditional cobblestone streets. Castle construction
began in the 11th century. Beautifully preserved half-timbered houses and private
mansions bear witness to Vitré’s rich medieval past.

Ghent, Belgium

https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c&fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c&fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c&fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c&fullscreen=true
https://www.curiosity-escapes.com/tuscany-hidden-gem-monteriggioni/
https://www.italythisway.com/places/monteriggioni.php
https://www.360cities.net/image/monteriggioni-piazza-roma
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c%26fullscreen=true
https://www.brittanytourism.com/destinations/the-10-destinations/rennes-and-brittanys-historic-gateways/vitre/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c&fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c&fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c&fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c&fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c&fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c%26fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c&fullscreen=true
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/24-impressive-medieval-towns-around-the-world/ss-AAWiuXA?ocid=msedgntp%26cvid=fe2341ff117f4c59b033c1c834c1c99c%26fullscreen=true


In the Middle Ages, Ghent (Gent, in Dutch) was one of the most important cities in
northern Europe. Its Castle of the Counts, belfry, Saint Bavo Cathedral, as well as
the STAM museum, partially located in a 14th-century abbey, are among Ghent’s
many go-to sites.

Warwick, Great Britain

Warwick, located in central England, is one of the country’s most famous medieval
towns. You can still visit the castle built by William the Conqueror in 1068. St Mary’s
Church, another medieval monument, was damaged and then rebuilt after a fire that
ravaged the city in 1694.

Provins, France
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Classified as an UNESCO World Heritage Site, the city of Provins has preserved
many of its medieval buildings and monuments. Visitors can enjoy its
ramparts, Caesar Tower, Tithe Barn, and Saint-Ayoul Priory, where the biggest
Champagne Fairs of the time took place.

Besalú, Spain

This Catalan city was founded following the construction of the Besalú castle and is
home to architectural monuments typical of the medieval period. Examples include
the city’s many religious buildings, such as the Sant Julià hospital, and the bridge’s
fortified tower, still visible today, which served as a toll house in the 12th century.

Óbidos, Portugal

When in Portugal, Óbidos is the perfect destination for enjoying a bit of history. An
imposing medieval castle, considered one of the seven wonders of Portugal,
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dominates the city. Stone ramparts contrast beautifully with white-fronted houses
lining both sides of cobbled streets.

Ávila, Spain

Ávila was founded in the 11th century and remains famous today for the
surrounding wall and 87 towers. Of the nine gates allowing passage through the
ramparts, the Saint Vincent gate is the most impressive. The fortified city is also
celebrated for being the birthplace of Teresa of Avila, an important figure in religious
history.

Rocamadour, France
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Rocamadour, in France’s department of Lot, boasts an important medieval and
religious heritage. Its impressive cliffside architecture overlooking the Alzou canyon
makes it a unique and remarkable destination. Rocamadour also attracts numerous
religious pilgrims.

Mdina, Malta

On the island of Malta stands the walled city of Mdina. Visitors can admire many
buildings dating from the Middle Ages or attend a medieval festival held every spring.
During this event, the ancient capital of Malta turns back the clock and endows its
streets, taverns, and village square with a Middle Ages ambiance.

Tallinn, Estonia
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Estonia’s capital has preserved its medieval heritage remarkably well. In fact,
Tallinn’s twin city is none other than Carcassonne, France. What’s more, Tallinn’s
fortifications and towers are the best preserved in Europe. Note that Lower Town, as
opposed to the rest of the city, is its historical centre.

Toruń, Poland

The Polish town of Toruń sits on the shores of the Vistula River, whose waters reflect
the medieval beauty of the city’s walls. Visitors can follow the fortifications to the
remains of a fortress once belonging to a religious order of Teutonic Knights, then
tour the city’s museums to learn even more about Toruń’s history.

Istanbul, Turkey
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Both the Byzantine and Ottoman Empires left their mark on Istanbul, previously
called Constantinople and Byzantium prior to that. While a variety of historical
influences have shaped the city, the medieval Galata Tower, built in 1348, remains
unchanged for visitors to admire.

Fez, Morocco

The city of Fez is divided into three distinct areas, two of which date to the Middle
Ages. The new city is a product of the 20th century, while Fez el-Jdid, the new medina
with its palaces, gardens, and ramparts, dates to the 13th century, and Fez el-Bali,
the old medina, was founded in the 8th century. Fez is one of Morocco’s oldest
imperial cities.

Bran, Romania
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Bran is a medieval town located in the region of Transylvania. Surrounded by nature,
it’s home to charming historical buildings, including Bran Castle, which was built in
the early 13th century and is now known as Dracula’s castle.

Rhodes, Greece

Rhodes is a medieval city located on a Greek island in the Aegean Sea. Thanks to its
fortifications and historical monuments, the city is now classified as
an UNESCO World Heritage Site. Visitors shouldn’t miss the Palace of Grand
Masters or the chance to walk the city’s small cobbled streets, sheltered by ramparts,
where fashion boutiques and art galleries intermingle with local artisans.

Khiva, Uzbekistan
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The city of Khiva was an important stop for caravans travelling on the Silk Road. Its
architecture is quite different from that of European cities and may remind visitors
of The Arabian Nights! Khiva’s pink clay ramparts lend it a particularly medieval
look.

Baku, Azerbaijan

Baku’s old town is listed as an UNESCO World Heritage Site and features
monuments dating to medieval times. On the border between Europe and Asia, the
architecture of Azerbaijan’s capital shows both influences. Visitors can explore
the Palace of the Shirvanshahs and admire the fortifications that mark Baku as a
medieval city.

Burghausen, Germany
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Burghausen’s old town was built atop a hill overlooking part of Bavaria. The
city’s Burghausen Castle is the longest in Europe, measuring just over 1,000 metres!
Plus, almost all of its fortifications are still visible.

Lucca, Italy

Lucca is a fortified city with a rich historical centre. Its cobbled streets are dotted
with beautiful public squares, religious buildings, and magnificent monuments, such
as the Pfanner Palace and its famous garden. The city’s Villa Guinigi now houses
a museum specializing in medieval art.
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