Puong Catina — Tw Do — Dong Khéi va nép song Saigon xwa qua con dwong liu
doi nhat
Man Nhi - Sai Gon Xua

Trong s hang tram con dwong cia Sai Gon, dwong Pong Khéi (xwa la dwong Catina)
la mot trong so rdt it nhitng con duong ky cuu nhat. N6 hién dién tir truée khi Phap
danh chiém Sai Gon va tam quan trong ciia né trdi dai tir thoi Phdp thudc cho dén

bay gio.

C6 thé néi dwong Pong Khdi la chimg nhdn cua nhimg thang tram trong lich sir ddt
Sai Gon, la trai tim tung birng nhip song ciia mét thanh pho khéng ngirng doi mdi,
cho dén ngdy nay van tiép tuc la mot trong nhitng con dwong quan trong nhdt ciia Sai
Gon.

Con dwong ky cuu nhat Sai Gon
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Nam 1861, khi Sai Gon lot vao tay qudn Phap thi con duong nay da co mgt qua trinh
dai g6p mdt vdo sinh hoat cia cw dan dia phwong. N6 dwoc biét dén nhiéu vi ¢ dau
con dwong, noi gidp voi bo song (song Sai Gon), ting la noi vua nha Nguyén dén
nghi ngoi va ... tam (Bén Ngu).

Tuy nhién, tir triede nam 1865, né cing 25 con dwong khdc chi mang soé thir tw ké tiép
nhau, tir 1 dén 26. Phai cho dén ngay 1-2-1865, Pé déc De La Grandiére méi dat tén
cho tirng con dwong mét va con dwong sé 16 lan dau tién mang tén Catina. Nhiéu
nguweoi khong ré xudt xir ciia tén nay.

Theo mét s6 sir liéu, Catina la tén mgt thong ché ' Phadp sinh nam 1637 va mdt ndm
1712, phuc vu dudi thoi vua Louis XIV. Gitia thé ky XIX, Phdp lay ten Catina dat cho
mét chiéc tau chién timg tham gia trdn danh Sai Gon nam 1859 va dwa vao chi tiét
nay, De La Grandiére dit cho con dwong sé 16 tén Catina (truong hop tiwong tw ciing
xay ra voi rach Thi Nghe, dwoc Phap goi la Arroyo d’Avalanche).

Métcd’a hang ban dong ho deo tay trong Thirong Xd GMC.

Mot trong nhiing tdc gia Phap dau tién la Pallu de la Barriére da miéu ta con duong
§0 16 nay vao nam 1861 nhu sau: “Du khach dén Sai Gon nhin thay bén hiru ngan
con song mot loai dwong pho ma hai bén bi dut quang boi nhitng khodang trong lon.

Phan 16m nha cira lam bang cay lop 1d co ngdn; s6 khdc it hon, lam bang da. Mdi nha
lop bang ngdi dé lam vui mdt va tao dwoc cam gidce yén binh...”". Tinh cich quan
trong ciia con dwong Catina thé hién & ché né dwoc thiee dan Phdp sir dung lam trung
tam cua bo may thugc dia.

Pau tién, vao nam 1863, ¢ vat dat nam gitka hai con dieong Mossard (nay la Nguyén
Du) va Gouverneur (sau la De La Grandliére, Gia Long, nay la Ly Tu Trong), ho
dung lén dinh Thuy su Pé doc, co quan dau néo cia thie dan Phap tai Vién Déng,
gan chiéc dong hé lén cdi théap triede dinh, tir d6, quang ddt tréng phia truée (nay la
khu ddt triede mdt tién Nha tho Pirc Ba) dwoc goi la “Quang trieong Pong ho” (Place



del Horloge) Ngay 15-8-1865, tai quang truong nay dda dién ra mét buéi 1é
trong thé c6 duyét binh do chinh De La Grandiére chii tri nham tén vinh Hoang dé
Phap Napoléon 11l va Hoang hau.

Nha tho Notre Dame de Saigon va Place Pigneau de Béhaine, hinh chup P duwong
Catina.

Ném 1864, Nha Gidm déc Ngi vu (Direction de I’ Intérieur), nguoi dan dwong thoi
goi la “Dinh Thuong tho”, dwoc xdy dung, nhin ra duong Catina, ¢ phia doi dién
dinh Thuy su Pé doc. Vién chirc lanh dao co quan nay, xét vé mdt cai tri, chi xép sau
Thong doc Nam Ky, truc tiép chi huy cdc tham bién Phdp va quan lai Viét Nam hang
Huyén, Phu, Béc phii sit.

Pau thip nién 1880, ngay trén 16 trinh con dwong chay qua, moc 1én ngéi nha tho
Notre Dame, vé sau dwoc cu dan Sai Gon goi la Nha tho Pirc Ba hay Vieong cung
Thanh dwong. Sau lung nha tho la dwong Norodom (nay la Lé Dudn), ldy tén éng
hoang xir Cambodge (Campuchia) dén tham Sai Gon vao dau nam 1867, nhéin cudc
ddu xdo canh néng ddu tién t6 chirc tai ddy.



Mot tré ban bao dang nghi mét bén canh sap bao va tap chi.

Nam 1886, Phdp khéi cong xdy tru sé chinh S¢ Buu chinh va Vién théng (nay la Buu
dién ) trén khu dat doi dién voi mdt tién nha tho, nam giita con dwong Catina va
dwong Paul Blanchy (nay la Hai Ba Trung). Cudi dong Catina, nguor ta nhin thay
mot thap nudc cao dwoc xdy dung nam 1878 nham cung cap miede uéng cho cuw dan
trong ving. Tuy nhién, dén nam 1921, voi sy phat trién ciia dan cu, thap nuwée nay
khéng con ddp iing dgc yéu cau nén bi ddp bo. Ngay 1-1-1900, nha hdt Tdy (nay la
Nha hdt thanh pho) dwgc khdanh thanh trén giao 16 dwong Bonard (nay la Lé Loi) va
Catina, tré thanh noi biéu dién thuong xuyén ciia nhirng doan hat tir phwong Tay dén.

Thédtre Nguyén Van Hao trén Avenue Galliéni (Tran ng Pao) dang chiéu phim
“Till the Clouds Roll By”.



Nhip song trén dwong Catina

Sinh hoat ciia dwong Catina vao nhitng nam cudi thé ky XIX, dau thé ky XX dwoc tdc
gic Nguyén Lién Phong miéu td sinh dong trong Nam ky phong tuc nhon vit dién ca
xudt ban tai Sai Gon nim 1906:

Nhuet la dwong Ca-ti-na,
Hai bén lau cdc, phé nha phan minh
Buee thém 16t dé sach tinh
Cdc cira hang ban lich thanh tot déu
May may mdy ché qud nhiéu,
Cdc tiém ti ghé ddp diéu (sic) phé truong
Do sanh, do can, do dwong
D6 théu, do cham trir thuong thiéu chi
.. Nha in, nha thuéc, nha cha,
Nha hang an ngu voi nha lac son (xoong)
.. Phong heu cach diéu ai bang
Puong di tron lang, dén gidng sdang loa
Thir nam, thwe bay, thir ba
Voi dém chua nhut hat nha hat Tay ...

Sl ﬂ,‘,

Cdu Thi Nghé

Vao thot ky nay, dwong Catina la b mat sinh hoat cua ca Sai Gon, thanh phé

thudc dia dau tién o vung Vién Péng véi sw hién dién cia khodng 3.000 nguwoi Phdp,
hon 3/4 trong s6 nay la ST quan va vién chirc. Linh Phdp o trong cac bungalow (logi
nha gé c6 hién rong) nam khudt trong nhitng vuon cdy xanh. Dé tiét kiém chi phi va
tim sy dong vui hai, ba anh chung nhau tien muwdn mot ché 6, ¢é sw giup viéc cua mot
anh boi (boy) ban xit, di cho, gidt giil, ndu an...

Sinh hoat ddn sy trén duwong Catina ciing dwoc nhiing nguoi Phap dwong thoi miéu ta
dung nhu Nguyén Lién Phong. Hai bén duong, cdc tho may, tho dong giay nguwoi Hoa



hoat dong kha dong, sau do dén cdc cira hiéu tap hoa, noi du khach co thé tim thd'y
thirc an kho, mii non hay yén cuong...

Tir ngay 24-2-1897, doan dwong Catina tir phia sau nha tho Pire Ba dén thdp nude
(nay la Ho Con Riia) mang mét tén méi la dwong Blancsubé. Vé sau nita, khi thanh
phé dwege mé rong hon, con dwong dwoc tiép tuc néi dai dén dwong Mayer (sau la
Hién Viong, nay la V6 Thi Sdu) va khiic cudi nay cé tén la duwong Garcerie.

T

Cita hang gidy dép va do quan I6t, c6 1€ trén dwong Bonnard (Lé Loi).

Tiéu biéu cho sinh hoat trén dwong Catina vao thoi ky dau Phdp thuéc la nhiéu co s¢

dich vu thwong mai dwoc thanh lap tir rat som. Sém nhdt cé thé khong dau hon Hang

Denis Frére moc 1én ¢ ddu dwong, phia bo séng, nay la khu viee ciia Grand Hotel, doi
dién voi Nha hang Majestic phia bén kia dwong.

Sau Denis Frére la hiéu thuéc Tdy ddu tién ciia ca Sai Gon nam ¢ géc Catina va
Bonard (Lé Loi), khai truong nam 1865, chu nhan la Lourdeau, sau lam Xa truong
Sai Gon (1870). It lau sau, hiéu thuée duoc giao lai cho Holbé, tien st dwoc khoa, mét
nhdn vit kha noi tiéng cia dat Sai Gon xua, tirng lam Phé Chii tich Phong Thuirong
mai Sai Gon, Pho Chu tich Hoi déng quan hat Nam ky (Conseil colonial de la
Cochinchine).

Holbé tirng diéu ché ra mét loai biét duoc cé tén “Gouttes Holbé” danh cho nhitng
tay nghién d phién cai nghién. Vé sau, nha thuéc Ty vé tay Renoux, roi Soliréne va
mang tén vi chii nhdn ndy trong mét thoi gian dai, trwde khi bi thay thé boi nha hang
Givral con hoat dong dén ngay nay.
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Nhitng biéu ngit quang cdo phim truyén véi ngudi ldi xe mé-té trén Boulevard
Charner.

Nhitng nha hang néi tiéng xwa nay

DPé cdp dén sinh hoat ciia cue ddn Sai Gon trén dwong Catina, khong thé khéng néi
dén nha hang Continental, tuy sinh sau dé mugn hon (ndm 1880), nhung bé day lich
sut cua no thi khong mot co so dich vu, thwong mai nao sanh kip. Trong khi nha hat
Tdy & canh d6 mai dén ngay 1-1-1900 méi dwoc khdnh thanh va sinh hoat dién ra 4
ngdy méi tuan thi tir dau thdp nién 1880, nha hang — khdch san Continental ld noi
ditng chén ciia cdc vién chire, si quan cao cdp chinh quoc trén dwong cong tac xir
thudc dia, la chd tu héi ciia nhitng du khdch trén dwong hanh hwong sang Dé Thién-
Pé Thich ciia xir chiia Thép.



Xe dién trén Boulevard de la Somme (Ham Nghi). Xe dién mang qudn cdo thuéc ld
Meélia cua Hang MIC (Manufacture d’Indochine de Cigarettes) va trén noc nha co
den ong mang thuong hiéu thuoc Aspirine — Usines du Rhone (Rhone-Poulenc).

Chii nhdn dau tién ciia Continental la Pierre Cazeau, nhd san xudt vt lidu xay dung,
sau ban lai cho Cong twée De Montpensier. Ngwoi ta ké rang chinh vi cong tuée nay
la chii nhan ciia Lau Ong Hoang ¢ Phan Thiét (noi ching kién tinh sir ciia thi nhan
Han Mac Tir va nguoi ban gdi Mong Cam). Nam 1930, nha hang c¢é chii méi la
Mammieu Francini, nguwoi da diéu hanh thanh cong trong mét thoi gian dai, cho dén
ngdy qudn doi Phép rit vé muede sau tham bai Dién Bién Phii.




Tuy nhién sy béi tiéng ciia Continental khéng xudt phdt tir cdc chii nhéan ciia né, ma
tir nhiéu tinh co lich sir dién ra trén dat Sai Gon xua. Trudc thé chién thir hai
(1939-1945), no tung dwoc don tiép hai nhdn vit sirng sé trong thé giéi van chiwong
la thi hao An Pé Rabindranath Tagore, gidi thuong Nobel vin chuwong nam 1913 va
nha van Phap lung danh André Malraux, tdac gia cua La condition humaine (Thdn
phan con nguoi 1933), sau lam B¢ truong Van hoa Phap (1959-1969).

Trong budi “giao thoi” Phdp di, My dén, cin phong sé 214 ciia khdch san
Continental la noi “ngu tri” cua Graham Greene, nguoi da thai nghén va cho ra doi
quyén tiéu thuyét noi tieng The Quiet American (Ngwoi My tram ldng) ngay trong cdn
phong nay.

Thanh tich cua Continental khong chi co thé, cho di nhw thé la da qua du dé tw hao
réi. Vé mét linh viee ndo do, nhuw truyén théng chang han, né con tiéu biéu cho ca con
dwong Catina. Cum tir “Radio Catina” hay “Radio Catina mét dén”’ phé bién trong
gidi bdo chi Sai Gon ddu thdp nién 1950 xudt phdt tir chinh nha hang nay.

N6 chimg to ddy la noi tu hoi cua gw’z truyen thong nhdt la bdo gidi va tir d6 loan
truyén di nhirng tin tirc thoi sw “néng” nhat. S6 di c6 tir mét dén la vi vao nhiing thdp
nién 1940-1950, hdu hét may thu thanh con sir dung dén dién tir, ai cé may 2, 3 den
tro lén la thuoc hang sang, may chi co mot den dién tur thuoc vé gioi binh dan, vi thé
tir nay mang chiit ¥ nghia cham biém trong do.

Nha hang ky cwu sau Continental la Majestic, thanh Igp ndam 1925, nam ¢ géc dwong
Catina va Luro (sau la Cuwong Pé, nay la Tén Pirc Thang) nhin ra bo séng Sai Gon,
do mét thwong nhdn ngwoi Hoa gidu ¢é va néi tiéng nhdt nhi Sai Gon thoi bay gio la
Hui Bon Hoa (chii Hoa) xdy ding theo do én thiét ké ciia mét kién triic sw Phdp.

Canh khdch san Majestic la rap hat cung tén, ngo mat ra duwong Catina. Nguoc lén
phia trén, va nhitng thdp nién truée ngay Phéap vé nuée, nhitng nguwoi thudc 16p trude
70 tro lén khéng quén hiéu ban dia hat Ménestrel (gan nha hang Béng Sen ngay nay),
rap Catina (nam trén mét con hém dam ra dwong Catina), nha hang Brodard... Qua
bén kia dwong Bonard (Lé Loi), canh nha thuéc Tady Soliréne (sau la nha hang Givral)



la rap hat Eden, tiém sach Albert Portail (nay la Xudn Thu), nha thuéc Tdy
Pharmacie de France (sau la La Thanh), nha hang La Pagodel, ciing tung la noi gap

g0 cua bado gioi Sai Gon.

Ho boi Le Cercle Sportif Saigonnais trong Jardin Maurice Long nam & géc Rue
Taberd.

Gabrielle M. Vassal, mgt phu nit Phép cé chong la bdc si, mdy tudn sau 1é cui da
theo chong sang Viét Nam, dén ¢ Nha Trang la noi éng chong lam viéc trong ba nam.
Trén 1§ trinh tir Phdp sang, ba dd dirng chdn 6 Sai Gon mét thoi gian va bang mét
nhén xét tinh té, did miéu ta nhip séng Sai Gon xuwa trong quyén ky Mes trois ans d’
Annam (Ba nam song & Viét Nam) do nha Hachette (Paris) xudt ban nam 1912.
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Hai tu st tdy thuoc dong Francisco trén dwong Catina (Tw Do).



Ngueoi ta nhin thdy nhiéu dan ban xit di trén pho. Ngay lam viéc két thiic, ho di thanh
tirng nhém trén dwong vé nha. Trong sé ho, cdc thdy théng ngén dwoc phdn biét boi
méi téc cdt ngdn, chiéc khan ddi dau xép nhiéu I6p mét cach hoan hao, quan dai
trang, gidy cé thap va vé ngan.

Cadc nong dan (nguyen van: nhaqués) mdc do canh mau xanh sam, ¢6 khi vd nhiéu
ché dén néi khong con thdy manh vai gbc ndo nita, va quan dai trang Ho di mot bén
1é dwong, chan dé tran, nguoi nay di sau nguwoi kia. Vai nguwoi cam trén tay doi giay
Tau danh su dung trong nhiing dip dac biét, tay kia cam cdy di givong rong che trén
dau...

Nhitng phu nix ban xir c6 dia vi cao hon thi ngoz xe kéo (pousse pousse) nguoi thi
qudn khan bang lua mong trén dau, nguoi thi can than cdi chiéc tram vang trén bii
toc den nhanh...

.. Chiing t6i ngéi an toi trén sdn thwong nha hang Continental. Dir dd khuya, nhitng
ban an chat ddy ruwou manh va thirc uo”'ng lanh vin con déng khdch. Con dwong
(Catina) im ang, nhung dong thoi ciing rdt ndo nhi¢t. Xe kéo chay that ém trén nhitng
chzec banh cao su, ngwoi phu xe nén doi chan tran xudng dat ma khéng gdy ra mét
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tiéng déng nhé ndo...”.

Hinh danh thanh phé Sai Gon qua chiéc mdy dnh Rolleiflex ciia phéng vién Jack Birns
lam viéc cho tap chi T IME-LIFE Magazines. Moi cac ban thuong lam sinh hoat cua
Sai Gon, Hon Ngoc Vién Dong vao nam 1948.
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